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EDITORIAL

A MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL SOCIETY MEMBERS

and to you and the Society the wish of a good New Year,

To help you enjoy ?every free moment? in the midst of
those annual revels, which others insist upon, the
Society has manapged to produce not only this, your
faveurite quarterly packed with lively information,
but also a volume of Essex Archaeology and History -
printing at this very moment, What better gifts
with which to celebrate quietly? For do not they
offer a record of work done, analysis achieved and
results presented as well as news of pleasures to
come in the new year? In addition we provide notes
of books to read and reviews of a few which might

be worthwhile, The Christmas Crossword, compiled
by our President, is an innovation we are sure will
be welcomed as a lively addition to our offerings,
No photographs in this issue, I am afraid,but the
cost of reproduction makes that an occasional luxury
until we double our membership.

We are particularly pleased with this edition for only
cost prevents us providing an even larger magazine,

Copy is flooding in, archaeclogy and history in Essex
have never been livelier, and we welcome more, Society
News and Record are intended not only for ourselves but
are available to every other society in the county.
Please send the informationi;we shall try to publish 1in
time but remember our press dates 1 November, 1 February,
1 May and 1 August,

SUGGESTED NEW YEAR RESROLUTIONS .

To proselytise and enrol at least one new member for EAS,

To write up an account of your work for publication in
the Newsletter,

Te join actively in the Society's work: we need a
Heritage Conservation committee,
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COMING EVENTS

Third Annual Morant Lecture

This will be given by Mr Paul Drury, for so long the

'father! of Roman Chelmsford, His subject will be

Iron Age and Roman Essex: A Personal Review of the
Image of Rescue Archaecology, 1970-1985

It is on Friday 22 March 1985 at 7,30 pm in Christ-

church, New London Read, Chelmsford, and refreshments

will be served afterwards, '

The Mary Rosge

An illustrated lecture by Commander Peter Whitlock of
the Mary Rose Trust, a naval historian and formerly
responaible for HMS Victory, will be givan on Friday
19 April 1985 at 7,30 pm in the Main Hall, Colchester
Institute, Sheepen Road, Colchester, This lecture is
jointly sponsored by the EAS and the Colchester
Engineering Scciety, and we hope members will give
their support,

PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED,

Have you a photographic print or coloured slide in
your collection which shows members at an EAS event?

Would you leoan it to us 8o we can make a copy and an
enlargement?

We are hoping to produce a display beoard showing
EAS activities, which could be used for publicity

purposes.

Please contact the President, Andrew Phillips
(Telephone number Colchester 46775 Evenings).

s () () O e

British Archaeological Reports has a new address:
5 Centremead, Osney Mead, Oxford 0X2 OES,
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The Colchester Archaeological Trust is currently excav-
ating a site to the rear of the Gilberd School on North
Hill, It is hoped by Spring to have excavated two
barrack blocks of the Roman Legionary Fortress, 8o far
a medieval lime kiln and a furnace probably used for
metalworking have been uncovered, The site appears to
have been a largely uncccupled one after the first
century, There ia a well-defined burn level from the
Boudiccan Revolt, with burnt timbers and other well=-
preserved pre-Boudiccan evidence., 8Some 41 coins have
been found and an unusual artefact with a medusa head,

v () () O e e

After months of waliting, demolition is to proveed on
Colcheater?s historie Lion Walk Church, The £2 million
redevelopment aims to retain the tower and spire, but
replace the church by a new building with shops down-
-atairs and church above, The Colchester Archaeological
;Truat expect to find Roman and Saxon remains similar

to those uncovered during the 1971-74 Lion Walk Shopping’
Precinct development,

gt (O D i

The University of Essex is trafficking with 'furreners?,
Under an agreement ammounced in Ipswich Town Hall, the
university is to develop rescurce-sharing links with
mugeums and galleries in Suffolk, For example, Essex
students will have access to the skeletal collections
at the Suffolk Biological Record Centre, while they in
turn will have access to the university?s electron
microscopes and oral and social history centres, Lots
of skeletons there, we believe.

e (Y e

The Stour Valley Railway Preservation Society is
restoring ites 1880 goods shed at the Cappel & Wakes
Colne Station with 221 Ilitres of Dulux paint
provided free by ICI, The shed will become an
exhibition area,
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ESSEX NEWS

Coalhouse Fort

On 22 September, members of the EAS spent an excell-
ent afternocon at Coalhouse Fort together with the
Friends of Historic Essex, whose President, Mpr Aubrey
Saunders, had organised the event, We were given a
brief history of the fort by Mr Victor Smith, Research
Officer of the Coalhouse Fort Project, before dividing
into emaller groups for guided tours of the whole site,

From the five foot reinforced concrete roof there was
a view of the wide sweep of river at this point, so it
was easy to understand why this spot had been chogen
for fortifications, from the Henry VIII blockhouse to
the searchlight and radar installations of the present
century., The main interest of our visit was the nine-—
teenth century fort which is currently being restored,
It was interesating to nate the progress made since our
first viegit in 1976, Fear of French attack in the
second half of the laat century led to rapid develop-
ments in weaponry, (see EAS Newsletter Autumn 1984)
Fortunately never fired in anger, these nineteenth
century 'deterrenta' were matched by even stronger and

better fortifications,

The casemates make ideal exhibition rooms - one is
already occupled by the Essex Historiecal Aircraft

Amsoclation whose exhibits were explained by Roger
Pickett and Brian Sadler,

A tour of the subterranean connecting tunnels with

their alcoves and intersections 1lit by nightlights was
reminiscent of the Paris catacomhbs. We were glad to
reach the September sunlight and the most welcome tea
provided by the ladies of S5t Catherine's, the attractive
eighteenth century cwuach on the hill, noted for its
alternating circular and octagonal plers and early
decoration,

Cur very warm thanks go to the Friends and Mr Saunders
for such an enjoyahle and entertaining afternoon.



We were very pleased that our party included members
of the Castle Point Archacology Group who asked
whether thaey may join an event taking place on their
home ground. This is just the kind of association
with local groups that the EAS welcones,

Margaret Cornwall
Little Wenham and Polstead

Saturday 21 July was a splendid afternoon, with glorious
weather, Members gathered at remote Little Wenham, deep
in Suffolk, and were immediately attracted by the very
fine, large sixteenth century thatched barn, one of

the three important buildings grouped together at a
characteristic East Anglian site - manor, church and
barn,

A broad spring—fed mcat and buttressed brick outer
walls protected the well preserved late 13C fortified
manor house, buillt of brick, with some flint, and Caen
gtone pointing., The house was carefully designed to
provide an impenetrable ground floor, protected by
long =1it windowsa which gave ventilation and some
light, The first floor living accommodation, originally
reached by ladder, still shows many typical medieval
features -~ inget window geats, a garderobe drain, a
huge fireplace, and pointed windows reflecting the
church architecture of the period,

Acrogs delightful gardens we came to the church of St
Lawrence built by the same mason as the house and now
in the care of the Redundant Churches Trust, It con-
taing remains of wall paintings and late 15C brassas
and an Elizabethan memorial to members of the Brews
family who lived at Little Wenham from medieval times
to 1700, when it was sold to Thurston, the prominent
Colchester lawyer, The Society is most grateful to
the present owner, Major Binny, for a rare opportunity
to see this set of buildings and for his detailed
descriptions as he showed us round,

The usual fine tea awaited us at Polatead Village Hall,
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and then we visited the church set high above the
village with its ancient ponds, which gave it its
Saxon name. The church, thought to date largely in
ite present form from 1160, 1s one of the oldest
examples of ecclesiastical brickwork, especially
gseen in the Romaneaque rounded brick arches of the
nave, where only one arch is in the pointed Gothic
style, Another distinective and interesting feature
is the variety of the building stone - including a
puzzling derk volcanic tuff in the nave arches,
mixed in with the brick « where did it come from?
The neareat outcrops are in the Lake District and
North Wales: a suggestion was that 1t might have been
robbed from a nearby Roman Villa, having originally
arrived in Britain from the Naples region as
ballast, The outer walls contain courses of flint,
brick (both medieval! and Roman) and coarse ragstone
flage., It is thought that the church was remodelled
after the Black Death when hoth aisles were rebuilt,
We are most grateful to Mr Harley and Mr Whymark for
their acholarly interpretation of the church to us,

Crossing the parkland to Polstead Hall we saw the
remains, and young successor, of a reputed Gospel ozk,
and were warmly welcomed by Mr and Mrs Scott. They
described how the original Tudor manor had been
altered in the i8C to produce a classical Georgian
house., The work included jacking up the still visidle
Tudor beams, Redecoration of the house in late
Victorian times revealed a superb black and white wall
painting of about 1530, showing, inter alia, men
fighting birds and mythical creatures, Mr Scott
explained that, following the Reformation, eccles-
iastical painters turned to secular interior decor-
ation, We were greatly indebted to our hosts for

this mogt interesting ending to an outgtanding day.

Everyone's warmest thanks must be extended to
Margaret Cornwall; and to Ken Walker and John Burton
for arranging this excursion,

Eileen Beall



The Esgsex Record Office: Developments in Colchester

For nine years it has been County Council policy to
establish a branch of the ERO in Colchester, At last
the promised development, which has always seemed to be
Jjust around the corner, now appears inevitable and
purpose~built accommodation within a new County Council
office complex in Stanwell Street 13 scheduled to he
handed over by the contractors in January 1985.

For collecting records the catchment area will be the
modern Colchester and Tendring distriets; Colchester
Borough Council has formally agreed to deposit its old
and not 8o old records, which will obviously form the
most important single collection, and other strongholds
might one day topple.

Planning 1s at an advanced stage to raise the siege of
ERO by transferring to Colchester records relating to
the catchment area over the entire range of archive
holdingg, including parish registers and records,

The number of collectiong involved runs into hundreds
and their c¢ollective bulk into tons, and, since the
transportation, reception and storage of this material
will clearly take somewhat longer than five minutes,
the patience and understanding of a public already
frustrated by the present limited service at Chelmsford.
must be asked for once again, During the initial chaos
gccess will not even be by appointment; it will be
atrictly by negotiation and detsrmined by the availability
of staff and documents., It is hoped to offer a regular
service by appointment from May 1985, Watch this apace!

Paul Coverley

—

Domesday Barng Survey: the Soclety for the Protection

of Ancient Buildings (37 Spital Square, London E1 6DY,
Tel 01-377 1644) ia appealing for volunteers to record
every traditionally-built barn in England and Wales,

ag the first step in a campalgn against increased ruin
and demolition, A feature in the Sunday Times magazine,
7 October 1984, used the restoration of Coggeshall
Grange barn as an example of what can be done.
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Work of County Archaeological Unii

It is customary f6# the spring and summer months

to be seen as the 'high-spot' of the field arch-
aeoclogist's year with survey and excavation pro-
ceeding apace. However, this year as a consequence
of the Historic Building and Monuments Commission's
grant policy of concentrating resources upon post-
excavation, moat members of the archaeology section
have been engaged upon writing-up outstanding
excavation reporta, Neverthelegss we can report on
the important HBMC funded Spring-field excavation and
Hullbridge survey projects, some of the more interest-
ing watching briefs and small scale excavations
carried out without grant aid, and some particular
aspects of the poat excavation programme.

Springfield Excavation Project

Thie project comprises an investigation of cropmark
sltea to be destroyed by the expansion of Chelmsford
in the ares of Springfield to the east of the Al2,
Evidence for all periocds has been reconvered to date,
but features investigated of particular importance
are & late neolithic cursus monument (¢c2000 BC), a
pagan Saxon cemetery and a later Saxon settlement,
During 1984 flurther excavation of the cursus and Saxon
sites was carried out,

Two areas of the cursus interlor were examined,
Although further features were located these did not
subgtantially alter the picture established by the
1979~-80 excavations (see Springfield Cursug and the
Cursgsus Problem ECC Occasional Paper No 1), Most sig-
nificant was the finding of a concentration of char-—
coal within the cursus ditch, associated with neolithic
. pottery which it is hoped will provide a radio-carbon
date, Destruction of the cursus has now begun with the
atart of housing development over the area of the mon-
ument., A watching brief is being maintained, but the
programme of excavation originally proposed has been
completed and a final report is in preparation,




Continued excavation of the Saxon cemetery and settle-
ment was designed to establish the limits of the gite.
Further gravea were located bringing the total to
120 inhumations and 30 cremationa, of which about a
third have produced grave goods, More buildinge have
been revealed clarifying the layout of the settldement,
An important aspect has been the wet sieving of bulk
801l samples for environmental evidence, Preliminary
analysis indicates large quantities of crop plant
remains and occasional fishbones, A 1985 excavation
deason is proposed,

Hullbridge Survey Project

The Crouch estuary during three seasons of survey
{1982-4), by Tony Wilkinson with. environmentalist
Peter Murphy, has produced habitation =ites, wooden
structures and numerous salt working areas,. These
gaites have been placed in their environmental contexts
and it has been possible to show that the Flandrian
tranagression of the sea covered some sitea, Bub-
sequently from later prehistorie times the Crouch and
adiacent estuaries became a focus for seitlement,

The 1984 season broadened the survey to include pre=-
liminary investigation of sitea and environmental
sequences: comparable to those in the Crouch estuary at
Clacton and along the south bank of the Blackwater
estuary as well as further work in the Crouch valley.
At Clacton the 'Lyonesse! surface first studied by
Hazzeldine Warren in the 1920s was found to be badly
eroded, but features were located and placed in environ-
mettal context, Most significant was a pit containing
a fine Beaker which also produced remains of emmer -
wheat, pig and cattle bone and sufficient charcoal for
a radio=-carbon date, In the Blackwater estuary relict
land surfaces were identified and several neclithic
and later sgites located,

Old Copped Hzll Excavation

At the request of, and with grants from, the trustees



10

of the Copped Hall estate and Epping District Council
the archaeoclogy section carried cut a trial excavation
under the direction of David Andrews,

The firat mention of a hall occurs in the late 12th
century and it is reported that Henry VIII enjoyed
sataying there, A new pericd in its history began in
1564 when Elizabeth I's favourite, Sir Thomas Heneapge
was granted it and began erecting a splendid mansion,
The work advanced well and Elizabeth stayed there in
1568, Heneage's mansion survived until 1748, when
John Conyers began demolition before building the
exiating house ¢ 1751,

It was thought all trace of Heneage's mansion had
vanished, and its location and orientation were not
known for certain, However, during a general survey

of the hall grounds fragmentary brick structures were
rediacovered In the overgrown gardens, These were
identified a8 possible remains, including what looked
like part of the loggia on the south side of the court
yard., The programme of survey and excavation con-
firmed that they belonged to Heneage's building. The
site has been much disturbed by large-scale earth
moving, and although extensive remains of 0Old Copped
Hall were discovered no floor levels or former surfaces
were located, and it is c¢lear that the pground level

has been reduced over most of the house area, Detailed
aggessment of the results, and correlation with early
plans ie being undertaken, '

Coggeshall Excavation

Regrading of a school playing field enableﬁ a gmaxl
scale excavation to be undertaken by Philip Clarke in
an area south of St Peter Ad Vincula church. A small
square four post structure and assgociated pits prod-
ucing late Bronze Age-early Iron Age pottery were the
earliest features recorded, The principal feature was
a large ditch running downslope at right angles to
East Street (Stane Street) which ia interpreted as the
eagtern bounday to the late Iron Age and Roman settle-
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ment, Cremation burials and a single inhumation
burial lay east of the boundary ditch and gullies and
pits to the west, Preliminary excavation of the
pottery indicates a date range of late 1st century BC
to early 3rd century AD, The main gsettlement area is
believed to be located below gardens to the west,

New Road Schemes

1t is standard procedure in Essex for the Archasology
Section to be consulted at the early stage of planning
for new roads, Proposed routes are checked against

the Archaeological Sites and Monuments Record, This
enables appropriate arrangements to be written into

the road contracts to ensure excavation and recording
prior to and during development. Deatails of work on

the new Ai13 route were included in the Autumn Newslettier;
two further on-going schemes are the Chelmsford South=
ern Bypass and the Braintree and Rayne Bypasaas,

Work on the Chelmsford Southern Bypass began '‘in August
and a watch kapt on topsoll stripping adjacent to

knom sites had negative results. Close contact is
maintained with the contractors to ensure that excav-
ations for bridge constructions in the Chelmer Valley
are examined, It is hoped that sections through valley
floor sediments including peats will be available for
environmental sampling, The results could be invaluable
to the Springfield project.

Congtruction of the Brainitree and Rayne Bypass is sche-
duled for 1987. Field walking along the road line is

a co=operative effort between the Archaeology Section
and the Brain Valley Archaeclogical Soclety. The
object is to examine a 100m wide band along the 12 km
route during winterand spring 1984-5, By following
parallel transversge lines each 2Zm wide and 20m apart

a 10% sample of the total 120 ha will be examined,
Areas producing concentrations of finds will be gridded
and field walked more intensively 1985-6,
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Braintree, Horn Hotel Site

A trial excavation at a development site in the car

park behind the Horn Hotel in the High Street, Braintree,
revealed no archaeclogical features of Roman or

Medieval date, However, this has a value in that it
gtrengthens the concluaion that the town did not then
extend this far south of the High Street,

Knowledgpe of the development of Braintree in the Roman
and Medieval periods has been substantially increased
by the findings from several recent excavations in

the town centre {by the Brain Valley Archaeclogical
Society, a Distriet Council sponsored MSC scheme and
hy the Archaeological 8S8ection), The Roman town appears
to have been located predominantly in the area weat of
Bark Street and between Rayne Road and the High Street,
while the medieval town grew up further eastwards
around the Market Place,

The excavation directed by Philip Clarke was alided by
gponsorship from the developers, Ferndale Construction
Ltd, a direct result of the Archaeology Section's
- recently produced beoklet, Your Company, Sponsorship
and Archaeology.

Boreham Bronze Age Hoard

While preparing ground for a new patio garden, Mr
Wilkes of Plantation Road, Boreham, located a number

of metal objects, He was put in touch with the Arche
aaology Section through the Chelmsford and Essex
Museunm, The objects came from what proved to be, after
a weekend of excavation, a disperged late Bronze Age
'"foundera' or 'smiths' hoard; that iz they are bhelieved
to be the re-usable stock of a Bronze Age smith hidden
with the intention of recovery at a later date. The
collection amounts to 37 pieces including 'cakes' of
smelted material and fragments of swords, knives,
gpears and axes, Following conservation the bronzes
will form a special exhibition at the Chelmsford and
Egsex Museum on a long term loan from Mr Wilkea,

(see illustration)



Bronze axes and spearhead from the Boreham hoard.

13
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Sites and Monuments Record

Work is progressing on the transfer of the record

to the gection's micro-computer, Paul Gilman, who
recently completed the Oxford in-service training
courgse In Field Archaeology, has joined the section

as record assistant to undertake the mammoth task of
checking and transferring the data, It is a long and
slow job, BReferences and inconsistencies are checked
thoroughly sc that the record will be a much more
effective tool for planning purposes and archaeclogical
research,

Some 2000 records are now on the computer and this

in itgelf represents a storage prchlem with the
present floppy disk system, However, a hard disk umit
is being purchased which will cope with the ever-
increasing body of data,

Similar ‘recasting' projecte are being undertaken in
Suffolk, Norfolk and Cambridgeshire and a regional
working party haa been formed, One of its major
functions is to compile a regional word lilst from
which descriptiona for retrieval are taken, Regional
compatability of this sort will be invaluable for all
aspects of archaeoldgical work in East Anglia, It
will also enable further surveys such as The Barrows
of Bast Anglia (East Anglian Archaeology No 12} to be
more eagily prepared and published.

Aerial FPhotography

Failure to obtain an HBMC grant for 1984 meant the end
of the previously DOE funded programme of updating the
Bites and Monuments Record, as there was no full-time
survey officer to co-ordinate this work., This means
that there are a substantial number of photographs
taken by the Air Photographic Unit of the National Mon-
uments Record which have not been examined, Howaver,
Susan Tyler has continued to liaise with active local
aerial photographers and their results are being acc~
esgioned into the record. It is hoped that funds will
be available in future, particularly to survey areas
known to bhe threatened by development,
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SOUTHEND MUSEUM NEWS.

Aerial Reconnaisance in South Eagt Essex

Over the past two years, Southend Museum has under-
taken an aerial survey of certain areas of south
east Essex, This is part of a programme to compile
as full an aerial coverage as possible. During
this year's one-hour survey in mid-July, a number of
crop mark sites were photographed., Some of these
have been recorded before, and some were new aites,

The site ig one which has been recorded

several times before, but possibly showed at its best
in this year, The area shown is in the north of Great
Wakering; the geology is a rather complex mixture of
eands, gravels and brick-earth, The crop marks seen
here are on a thin covering of brick-earth overlying
sanda and gravels of the Barling Terrance,

The particular interest for Southend Museum in this
area lay in the fact that the brick-earth {or most of
it) had been extracted in the period 1924-30: during
this period a large amount of archaeological material
was recovered, dating principally to the Middle Bronze
Age to Roman periods,

The fact that the crop marks are still showing
presumably means that the pits, ditches, etg, were
dug well into the gravel and that it may be possible
to recover yet more information from this once very
productive gite. It is planned to field walk this
area in the winter, and a further report may appear
in théae pages,

Ken Crowe

Primary Iron Age Pottery from Great Wakering

In 1975 Margaret Jones published an account of a

potter's tournette from Mucking, This was found, with

another, in a pit containing sherds of flint-gritted

pottery and raw clay, In the spring of 1984 a similar

aggemblage was found during excavations in advance of
‘ brick-earth extraction at Great Wakering,
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GREAT WAKERING.1984. Assemblage from Pit 41.
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A roughly circular pit, about ohe metre in

diameter (F 41) was totally excavated, At the base
was a deposit of grey/brown sandy clay on which lay

a layer of unfired, bright orange c¢lay. Among this
clay were found wedge-shaped fragments of fired

clay which were curved along their length, These have
been interpreted as fragments of the base of a dome
which may have sealed the pit when it functicned as

a store for the clay. Above the clay were many sherds
0of flint- and shell= tempered pottery, the flint-—
tempered being in the large majority. Two couplete
profiles can be restored from the dozen or so pots
represented. (See illustration)

Overlying the main concentration of pottery sherds
were two complete and many fragments of other, baked
clay tournettes, These were lylng on their sides,
These tournettes, which appear to have been found on
very few sites to date, were presumably used by the
potter for raising the pot on which he was working
above the ground, thus enabling him to turn the pot.

Fragments of possibly three or four other tournettes
were found in other areas of the site, A primary
Iron Age date scema appropriate for these features,

Ken Crowe

The Maldon Archaeclogical Group have bepun the last

phaze of the 120acre Loft Farm Project where since 1979
they have been investigating a series of multi-period
crop marks, Excavation is focused on a rectangular
enclosure that underlies the Roman field system and does
not align with any other feature. It appears to be a
slightly fortified late Bronze Agefearly Iron Age settle-
ment surrounded by a double ditch with an impressive
entrance or gate, the post holes for which have been
uncovered. It is apparently the first such rectangular
site identified in Essex, Finds include a quantity of
well-nade,well-fired undecorated flint-gritted pottery,

a small proportion of which is of a remarkably fine type.
A small spindle whorl, a lugged pottery handle and
fragments of 'perforated slab' of the sort found by
Margaret Jones at Mucking all imply that this ias a
settlement site,
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BOOKS

Margaret GELLING, Place-pames in the landscape

J M Dent & Sons, London, 1984, 326 p, £15

'The raison d'etre of thie book ia the comparative
neglect of topographical terms in previous works
on place-names'! - ie village names in which the
main component refers to a feature of the surr-
oundings, The author who feels that these names
can tell us a lot more herself provides a lengthy
and detailed examination of elements denoting
subtle variations of meaning, Those interested:
will find a plea for help in this fascinating
pursuit: the last 20 years have seen great changes
in thinking about the significance of place-names,
and the author hopes that with this book's public~

_ation t*large-scale participation will be provoKed.

If my suggeations are checked, refined, corrected
vhere necegsary, by people who live in the places
whose names are discussed, a body of information
will result which will be more valid than anything
that might have been obtained by visgiting sitest,
THIS MEANS YOU! She deecribes many posgible
startinpg-~pointas in Esgex settlement names {(eg
under the element feld, p241)

5 GILLIES & D § URCH, Spectroscopic studiea of
iron and c¢arbon inh black surfaced wares,
ARCHAEQMETRY 25/1 (1983), 29-44, Includes com-
parison of lron Age wares from Little Waltham and
Orsett: What causes the black surface gloss on
some pottery? Various procedures evidently pro-
duce vilsually similar effects,

David HILL & D M METCALF, eds, Sceatias in England
and on_the continent, The 7th Oxford symposium on

PJ

coinage and monetary history, BAR British series
128 (1984): includes 'A derivative of the Ver group
of intermediate sceattas found at Springfield,
Esgex', by Mark Blackburn and Michael Bonser, pp
229-231,

DRURY, Terracotta from Hill Hall, Theydon Mount
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Essex, ANTIQUARIES JOURNAL 63/2 (1983) 364-9
Peter WILD, Camulodunum and the silk road,
CURRENT ARCHAEOLOGY no 93 (August 1984) 298-9,
Note on the background to the discovery of silk
cloth fragment in the Butt Road Roman cemetery,
Colchester,

EARL, Measured drawing: the 'Survey of London!
tradition, ASSOC. FOR STUDIES IN THE CONSERVATION
OF HISTORIC BUILDINGS TRANS. 7 (1982) 19-26, A
plea in support of current revival of high quality
architectural drawing ,.. includes a previcusly
unpublished drawing (elevation, axonometric
projection) of The Chaplaincy, Hornchurch,

Isobel Thompson

We have received notice of the following new public—.
ations:

Cecil HUMPHREY-SMITH (ed) The Phillimore Atlas and

Index of Parish Registers {(1984) £25

This excellent gulde to parish registers will be
particularly useful for Family Historians, For
each parish in England and Wales it gives the date
of the deposited original registers at the Record
Offices and the coverage of the various marriage
indexes for that parish. It includes some non-
conformist records. Inc¢luded in the book are a
county map series produced by the Institute of
Heraldic Studies, These maps show each parish,
ita eccleaiastical jurisdiction and when the first
parish register atarte,

Richard Shackle

Patricia LEWIS, All Saintsg Church, Fordham: A Guide

1984 £0,50, The Rectory, Wood Lane, Fordham Heath,
Colchester CO3 5TR

C P LOMBARDELLI, Braintiree and Its Railways in Pictures

1984 £1.50, 24 Harwich House, 120 Bishopsgate,
London EC2

Jeremy GIBSON (ed), Marriage, Census and Other Indexes

for Family Historians, 1984. £1,.00
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Terry CARNEY, Thurrock in 0ld Picture Postcards
1984, £7,95

Adrian CORDER-BIRCH, A Centenary History of Halatead
Hospital (1884-1984) 1984. £1.95

P J DRURY & I R GOW, Audley End, Essex (ed by
M R Apted & Julian Allen) IMSC 1984, £1.25

BOOK REVIEWS

The bite of the press on a good fibrous paper, the
character of Plantin, Caslon and Baskerville, a well~
stitched headband and tasteful endpages: scant chance
to enjoy them in the age of camera-ready copy, litho
and ‘perfect' binding, Hore¥s the pity. All credit
to anyone who ia ready to put time, effort and dedi-
cation into the production of fine print, Full marks
to Alan Brignull's one-man Hedgehog Press, working
with the smallest of hand presses and with type from
a defunct local printer to produce a fine little
pamphlet reprinting ¥In Praise of Plaistow in the
County of Eggex', firat published in 1734 under the
pseudonym *Quintillanus Icenua',

The poem itself is a generous - perhaps magnanimous -
enconium on what was then an increasingly fashionable
area of rural villag and market gardens., In style and
stance it owea a lot to Pope: *Quintillanus' Plaigtow
might easily be mistaken for Pope's retreat at
Twickenham:

'Here you are free from noise and strife,

And all those carking cares of life,

That plague the town; from jilting jade,

Fron nauseous fops, and bites in trade,!
For the historian of course, the problem is to decide
whether there is anything behind the Virgilian veneer
that he can use as evidence, What weight are we to
put on thjs:

'Let Irish wights no longer boast

The fam'd potatoes of their coast;

Potatoes now are Flaigstow¥sa pride,

¥Whole markets are from hence supply®d';
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or this:
'The pippin and the Windsor-pear,
Grow ripe in their perfection here.
Cur orchards hit each taste that comes,
With grapes, nuts, berries, medlars, plumbs,’

Poetic fancy or evidential snippet? Certainly we
need to put up the 'Handle with Care' signs, but
poetry of this genre - and there ig a lot of it
about acrogss the centuries - ¢an often point to
what contemporaries saw as the sipgnificant local
features of the time, and for that alone worth
looking at,

Evidence or not, this is a collectorts item, for any
Esgex specialist. &£2 from the publisher, c/o

67 Middleton Gardens, Gants Hill, Ilford IG2 8DX., A
pity if this were the only Essex item to come from
the Hedgehog Pressa, More please!l

Vic Gray

The Archaeocleogy of the M1l: Excavations at Wendens Ambo,
lan Hodder (66 pp, £6,75, Passmore Edwards Museum)

This wvolume represents the final excavation report of
the important Iron Age and Roman apgricultural settle-—
ment site at Wendens Ambo, Egsex, dug between 1873-4,
An eight year pap between the end of the excavation
and its final publication is, regrettably, not unusual,
but at least one might expect a polished and pro-
fessional report from the author,

The report is divided into the usual chapters describ-
ing the excavations and the finds, and includes some
of the more advanced site analysis we have come to
adgociate with the author, The basis of this analysis
must, however, always rely on a comprehensive and well
consldered traditional presentation, and it is in this
area that the report falls far short of expectations,

The text is marred by much more than its fair share of
editorial discrepancies: numerous spelling wmistakes;
the constant mis-use of tenses; iraccurate and mig-
leading bibliegraphical references in the text, com-
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. pounded by discrepancies in the bibliography: incone-
gsistent use of upper and lower case letters, and of
under-1ining in the use of latin words. Even mora
seriously, words and even whole clauses have been
onitted, making the text confusing and difficult te
read,

The reproduction of the ifllunstrations leaves much to
be desired: many of the pottery figures are virtually
unreadable: lines have faded-out from most of the .=
plans; many of the sections are both =implistic and
lack any fill numbers, making them difficult to read
or interpret., The scales on the sections are also
inconsistent, and in some cases (eg fig 14) are
completely wrong. Furthermore, the numbers in scome
of the tablea have been transposed or put into diffe
erent columns from the original text in the Essex
SME archive,

Some of the theoretieal notiona appear simplistie and
lack logic. The author appears to argue that contexts
containing sherds with rows of finger impressions mast
be early - clearly a fallacious suggestion considering
that blight of all finds analysisg: residuatity. On

the same page (p 24) the author puts forward a viable
hypotheais that burnished pottery is generally later

at this site, but then goes on to consider that contexts
with a dearth of burnished wares must therefore he
early - a most dangerous assumption.

The "within mite patterning' chapters represent by far
the most important part of the report. These sections
analyse the relative density of findz in various types
of features of parts of the site, It is true that the
samples discussed are small, and possibly misleading,
but the.resulte enable hypotheses to be constructed
which might later be tedted on other =sites, Since this
kind of z2nalysis is still in its infancy in this
country, the questions asked of the data are very
aimple, and the tentative results largely intuitive
and subjective, but the principles behind the work are
well founded,
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Sadly, thig is a poorly produced report which does
not reflect the intensive efforts which went into the
excavation and parts of the post-excavation analysis.
The production of an excavation report is a difficult,
often tedious, and usually frustrating process; yet,
in the end, the effort is rewarded by a permanent
achievement, The requisite hard work and discipline
of the editorial stages has not been forthcoming in
this case, and the result does justice neither to the
author, the publisher nor = most important - to the
gite,

Robin Turner
——000———

The Colchester and Essex Museum has secured funding
to purchase a selection of the 6,034 Roman coin-hoard
uncovered in May at Olivers Orchard close to the
important Gosbecks site, by far the largest coin
hoard ever found in the district,

Algo recently purchased are two coins from Colchester
minteg, one dating from Edward the Confessor and one
from William II,

Another important aldition to the collection is a
complete Middle Bronze Age cremation pot from East
Mersea presented from the estate of the late John
Bennett,

The Frinton & Walton Heritage Trust, formed earlier
this year, has taken over the old Life Bpat house at
Walton with a view to converting it into a Museum,

——— () -

Lloyds Bank Fund Awards, 6 June 1984: The Maldon
Archaeological Group and Paul Brown have been given

an award for microdrivers to help with Paul's Sinclair
Spectrum program 'Pitcalc',used to aid surveying on
difficult sites (reported in The Times, 7 June 1984),
Sinclair User magazine is to feature Paul as '"User of
the mnth', Copies of the program cassette are
available for £5 from Paul Brown, 152 Fambridge Road,
Maldon {Current Archaeology ne. 93, August 1984,-Diéry).
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bant.

CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD

The NewsleSter'sa fipst CROSSWORD has an appropriate niatorical and archaeglogical

You may also find 1t ugeful t& check the Socimty's list of officers.
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CENTRE FOLD

Issued with Essex Archaeological News No.B3, Winter 1984
Now known as Essex Apchaesclopy and History News.

SOCIETY NEWS  Subscriptions for next year are due on Jan lst.

*Members who pay cash annually will find forms enclosed.
Please note particularly that Mr Crellin relinguished the
Treasurership at the AGM and that all subscriptions should
be paid to the Membership Secretary. Prompt payment will be
appreciated.

*Transactions Volume 15 are at the printers. Contents, apart
from the regular features :- C Couchman,Purther Work at
Ardleigh; X Rodwell, Roman Xilns at Palmer's School, Grays;
it Eddy, An Earthwork at Braintree; C Cunningham,Searborcugh
Ware in Essex*; P Bond, The Anstey Case; J Ward, The Refor-
mation in Colchester; D B Quintrell, The Essex Alarum— 1625;
P Boyden, Essex Beacons in the Napoleonic Period. *For the
uninitiated - Scarbourgh Ware-= medieval jugs with elaborate
relief decoration - often knights in armour.

*Programme MNote. Visit to Colchesater, APRIL 27th. To wisit
the current excavations of the Legionary Fortress and to see
the new Clock Museum at Tymperleys. Details next News.

*The Contents pages of Essex Archaeclogy and History, Volumes

4 to 14 are now available as a 6 page leaflet. This is useful
for members with a full set and also as a guide to members

who may want to order back numbers., Large sae(13)p and one

13p stamp: from Elizabeth Sellers - address below,

HEWS FROM COUNTY HALL

*Essex Record Office. Construction of the shell of the extension
is now about 2/3rd complete. During Jan/Feb the service to
researchers will be even further curtailed while the West Wall
of A Bleck is belng taken down. The Search Room will close at
1-0Opm on Dec Z1lst and open again on Dec 3l1st; no evening book-
ings that Monday. Closed Jan lst, open on 2nd to 4th. ON Mon
Jan 7th opens again in a different room - not more than six
desks and only five documents per visit. There will be no maps
or indexes; there will be two microfilm readers at Chelmsford
Reference Library - book these through the ERO as though visit—
ing County HBall. Otherwise booking arrangements as at present.
*4 These arrangements should end on March 4th when the Search
Room should return to its present accomodation.**

*Next issue of UPDATE to be issued mid-January. ERO bookshop

ar by post - 10p + 13p postage - or £2-00 for 4 issues

ERQ. County Hall, Chelmsford CM1 1LX 67222 Ex 2104




*County Planners Qffice. The Essex Chronicle for 21-9-1984
carried an eight page centre supplement, produced by the
Archaeological Section, This describes and illustrates many
aspects of recent work in Essex. Copies are available (free)
from Globe House - large 13p sae please. * One of the front
page illustrations - the Late Bronze Age Enclosure ai Spring-
field as realised by Frank Gardiner - is available as a col-
ocured post card:- 10p per card, poetage 13p for 1-10 cards.

sDave Buckley the County Archaeologist, asks for names and
addresses of people who would like to help with forthconing
excavations; either in the next few months or later on next
year.

ARCHAEOLOGY SECTION. Globe House, New Street, Chelmsford
c¥1 1ALF

*At COLCHESTER - By the time this appears work will have bepun
on the major excavation at the west end of Culver Street.
This should reveal 5 phases of occupation including the
earliest legionary fortress which preceded Colchester.

**There is an urgent need for volunteer help. Details from:-—
Sue Wade at Colchester 61284,

*Catalogue, No.l5, Summer 1984 includes details of finds made
when Maidenburgh Street wae resurfaced, Pete Froste's draw-
ings of the Roman Town and Gosbecks temple and theatre,and
sone details of coins from the Colchester Mint.

*The ESSEX HISTORICAL CONGHESS committee met on Oct 13th.

The next AGM will be hosted by the Brain Valley Archaeological
Group at the Town Hall Centre at Braintree. Meeting and lect-
ures in the morning - - tours in the afternoon.

APRIL 20th 198% — more details in the next issue of News.
There is to be a new edition of the History Recorders Scheme
Handbook.

The Mext CBA Group 7 Meeting will be on Feb 16th, 1985 at
Canmbridge.

*Around the County. HNewsletter of the Chelmsford Society - 16.2
Summer 1984 reports on the gecond meeting of the Borough's
recently formed Conservation Area Consultative Committee.

*CPRE Essex- The Essex Protector notes the new Guide to the Essex
Way= over 400 people took part in a walk of the Way in May.
CPRE has had talks with the Anglian Water Authority on matters
affecting old pasture land beside rivers - it reprints part
of an article from Essex Farmers Journal, by John Hunter, on
the management of hedgerows - describes the activities of the



Friends of the Roman River Conservation Zone - Reports the
publication of A Plotland Album by Basildon Development
Corporation - an illustrated account of The Dunton Hills Com-
munity.

*Chelmsford Press — carries a leature on the Sponsership bock-
let published by the Archaeolopy Section to interest Essex
businesses in putting money into Essex excavations in exchange
for publicity. The County Council Planning Department is
advertising for a Millwright Assistant. The Essex Chronicle
12-10-1984 reviewed Arcadia For All: the Legacy of a Makeshift
Landscape, Denis Hardy and Colin Ward. Mansell Publishing Ltd;
an account of the plotland area of Essex on which Basildon
was built. Village Newsin the Chronicle, 9-11-1982, reports
that Pleshey Village Association has had numerous meetings
with the owner's agents and the Historic Buildings and
Monuments Commission on the Future of Pleshey Castle. A
meeting with The National Trust had to be postponed. (Hore
news awaited with interest.)

*News from CBA. Editorial for Sept/Oct airs the problems which
will ensue for urban archaeologists if the greater metropol-
itan Councils are abolished. The publication of a2 new Guide
to Audley End House - P J Drury and I R Gow (HMSC, £l-25}and
of RCHM Supplementary Series Volume 5, Pottery Kilns of
Roman Britain Vivian G Swan (HMSO £13-00 paperback with 528
page pazetteer on microfiche) are noted.

The Nov/Dec Editorial discusses the conflict between modern
style farming businesses and the conservation lobby. Two
earlier publications - How to Record a Graveyard and Recording.
a Church: an Illustrated Glossary have been re-issued in newly’
revised editions and among forthcoming publications are
Research Report 54 - Post-medieval sites and their pottery:
Moulgsham Street, Chelmsford and Hallelujah!: recording Chapels
and meeting houses.,

*HRescue, No.34, Summer 1984, has an article by David Andrews
on current work at Saffron Walden. Alsc included - articles
on 'Origins' the BBC programme on Archaeology - they say it
is our programme and they went to hear from us - a new London
'‘Walk'from the Museum of London to the Tower — and the news
that the Lloyds Bank Awards have been extended for another
three years - the sum available now totals £2,000 per annum.

*Current Archaeoclogy, No. 93 - reports on the Lloyds Bank
Awards,including that made to Maldon Archaeclogical Group-
and on a fragment of Chinese silk found at Colchester in a
Romas burial.



*Local Population Studies, No.23, Spring 1984, in an article
an The National Health Society Almanack, 1883{a facsimile)}
is included in the journal) refers,in its account of the
Society's activities, to a Miss Barnett whose worlk included
holding afternoon meetings for ladies at Braintree and an
evening course for 'artisans wives and daughters particularly
with the large ¢rape factory there'. Copies of this Almanac,
with its many useful hints on nineteenth century healthy
living, are available from LP5, Tawney House, Matlock. Price
75p post free. Christopher Charlton, author of this article,
is seeking further information about this and similar voluntary
organisations.

*The Agricultural History Review, Vel 32 Pt II, 1984. Includes
a paper surveying definitions of the dezcription 'peasant' -
interestingly the author, Dr J V Beckett quotes John Locke's
comparison of the French peasant and the English day-labourer;
The registers of High Laver are the only ones in which I have
seen the description 'day-labourer'; it appears in the Briefs
lists at the time when Locke was living there and survives
into the C19 where it appears in the past 1812 baptism register.
Other relevant articles are on 'The Climate of Eastern England
1250-1350"' and'Enclosure in North Buckinghamshire 1500=-1750D'

*LOOKING BACK
Vicissitudes of an Archival Researcher thirtyfive years ago.
‘in the summer of 1939 I was in Enpland' ‘working at the
Fublic Record Office until that late August afternoon when
by order of His Majesty's Government readerz in the Round
Room were informed that the doors would not open the next
morhing. For several days past we had seen great paper-
bound bundies being let down from upper-story windows to
waiting lorries below, and knew their ominous meaning when
a request for Subsidy Rolls and the State Papers brought
this response from the attendant, attempting to hide his
feelings in a show of gaiety: "Sorry, Miss, they're on
'oliday in the country". A few days later World War II was
upen us, '
From the preface to The Enplish Yeoman, Mildred Campbell,
Reprint The Merlin Press, 1942.

A seascnable note: Census 1861, Magdalen Laver No.15
Head - Christmas Bunn, farmer, 66
born Marsham, Norfolk.

Elizabeth Sellers 22-11-1984
1 Chignall Road, Chelmsford CM1 2JA 355260



NEWS OF MEMBERS

We welcome the following new members:-

Mr P Harrington
Portsmouth

Captain & Mrs Lord
Manningtree

Hr M Bampton
Earls Colne

Mr B J Foster
Braintree

Miss E Davie
Chingford

Miss I Megri

Epping
Mr G Niven

Little Totham

Mr C Trip
Grays

Mrs T J Doolan

Withan

HONORARY OFFICERS:-

Secretary to Council
Mrs L Cooper
46 Fairleigh Drive
Leigh-on-Sea
Essex S59 2JA
Southend-on-Sea 712038

Librarian:-
Mr J Bensusan-Butt
31b Lexden Road
Colchester CO3 3PX
Colchester 74785

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:-

E7-50
£10-00

Single membership
Joint Membership

Student Membership £4-00, or E2-00

without Essex Archaeology

Social Secretary:-
Mrs M Cornwall
2 Orchard Close
Copford Green
Colchester COB

Colchester 210686

1DB

Deputy Librarian:-
Mr J Skudder
25 Lexden Road
C06 3BT
Colchester 240353

Membership Secretary:-
Mrs O Daynes
Burrs
Abbess Roding
Ongar Essex CM5 OPA
White Roding 273

Deputy Librarian:-
Mrs J Blowers
22 Priory Street
Colchester CO1
Colchester B65612

204

Local societies, colleges, schools,
extra-mural education groups and

E History.

libraries and museums may subscribe
to the Society's publications.

ENQUIRIES about the non-delivery of publications and the supply of recent
back numbers to:- The Administrative Secretary,

Mrs J E Sellers

1 Chignall Road

Chelmsford CM1

2J8 Chelmnsford 355260
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EDITORIAL

'Hoveities please less than  thev
impress.’ Byron,_ Don Juan.

¥e realiae that the charge of aplnog
the faghion ceap be aimed at ua for
osur new format apd etyle 1in this
Newsletter, But, as Lord
Chesterfield saaid to his son ‘If you
are not in fashion, you a&re nobady.’
and we, rather, bave chnaen te adoept
thia nev format because we hope it
wiil ecut the cost of presentimg you
vith an information-full quarterly.
If there is a great ocutery from
wembera that they fiod this new format
harder to read we shall switeh back
o our old preseotation at once but we
hope and believe that, as the style
will oot be novel to most members,
wou will find the work easy to uwse and
digeat. Do let ua know your reactions
even if it 1a only to agree with
Eoclesiagtes, 1, 9, for the editorial
board, end your Editer in particular,
lovea to hear from readers.

Stansted Airport

As David Moriey Morgan's letter and
Owen Bedwin's article in this issue
warn us Stansted airport representa a
threat tn the peace of a moet guiet
part of this -county. It may alan
threaten the safety of historical
monuments and its expensinn  wiil
remave the historical evidence of much
landacape. Mr Morgmns jis the firat
members to offer to Jjoin & new
Conpervation committee ta work with
athers far the preservation of sur
heritage. We need more wvolunteers:
please write to the Editor.

'Sooke  will  spealc  pilain  when
coundellora blanch. Francis Bacen.

"Ton't Tax Reading' was a goad Joke
for a while az we argued over the
reasong vky that undistinguished town
ghould be sa adventaged but now the
threat of the impesition of VAT en
bookas and jJournals looms 3o large it
cannot go unnoticed by wa, even if
such an imposition will pot affect
ua. When Stamp Tuty was removed in
1766 it wea taken then and bas
been understood to be evar aince the
removal of a form of censorship by
government and has therefore entered

intn the pantheon of <the BEeglish
libertarian tradition. The faect that
our EEC partpers already charge VAT on
books and Journala is no argument why
we ashould, unlesa wa wish %n throw
over forever Engliask traditioms ao as
to adopt FRapoleonic ideas am a baalas
for our future: and then what happens
to BEngiish Common Law? To net think
either that this imposition of & new
tax can be removed 1ike the Jtamp Act
by a new government ar a chaenge of
governmental policy. By Community law
no tax may be removed once it hae been
applied: once VAT is imposed om books,
end prices have risen by 20%, there
will be no posaibllity of sero rating
again. If this 'Stemp Act’ fis to be
abolished it must be stopped before the
Chencellor imponses it - now 1g the time
for wa gll %o write to our WNPs
inforning them of our opposition ta
this tax on learming.

BURROWS LECTURE

Dniverzity of FEamex

20 March 1985

¥rom Porest of Besex To Epplog Forest

¥. H. LIDDELL B.A., M.A., F.R.Higt.S

[‘Bditor of Baser Archaeology and
Ristory Wewsletter]

An 1llustrsted lecture showing how
buresueratic indifference played as
iarge a part as poiitical opposition
in the destructinn of the royal fareat
in Bszex end how the reduction in ita
bounds was , irenically, only halted
by disafforestment.



‘March 22pd.

SOCIETY PROGRAMME 1985

Third Annual Morant Lecture

An illustrated talk by
Paul Drury on 'Iron Age & Roman Essex:
A Personal Review at 7.30 in Room 1,
Christchurch Hall, New London Road,
Chelmaford (free parking at the
side). Refreshments will be served
afterwarda. This important talk
represents Paul Drury's reflection
following his distinguished 16 years
contribution to Eassex archaeology.

The Mary Rose.

April 19th. An illustrated lecture by
Commander Peter Whitlock, formerly
eurator to HMS Vietory, at 7.30 in the
Main Hall, Colcheater Institute,
Sheepen Road, Colchester (free parking
at aide). :

We hope to use this event to recruit
new members in the Colchester area.
The Society's new display of photos
will receive its first outing.

Roman and Tudor Cnlchester.

April 27th. A puided tour of the
current Culver Street excavations of
the Roman Legionary Barracks by the
Colcheater Archaeological Trust. Meet
at 2.30 at the Culver Street site.
Followed by a visit to T_wmerlexs, the
remnant of Sir William Gilberd's Tudor
mansion. It is hoped to see some of
the collection of clocks that will
eventually be on display there. Tea
at the Priends Meeting House.

Spain'a Hall & Tharted

Hay 1B8th. By kind permission of Sir
John Ruggles-Brise, meet at Spain's
Hall at 2.30. Directions: From
Finchingfield take the Saffron Walden
road (B1053), take 1at left, Spain's
Hall Road; then half a mile on right.
Names in advance please to Margaret
Cornwall.

Annual Generzl Meeting

June  Bth. Morning  visit to
Mountnessing Windmill at 11 s.m.
Names in advance tn Margaret Cornwall,
please. A.G.M. at 2.30 at Blackmore
Village Hall (near Writtle). Followed
by illustrated talk "Arcedia for All"
on platland development in PFaser in
1920's and 1930's by Colin Ward. Also
wvigit to Flackmare Church.

Springfield Lyons Fxcavation

July 6th. Meet Springfield Lyona House
3 p.m. PFollowed by illustrated #alk
by David Buckley at Boreham Village
Hall.

Stour Valley Railway Centre

September 1at. Rides on steam trains

.and conducted tour by Nick Cempling.

Plus 'Railways in Wartime'
exhibition. % p.m. at the Chappel and
Wakes Colne Station

Hatfield Peverel Priory & Church

September 21st. 2.70 at the Priory.
Morant Dinner

October 11th

Bulphan.

at The 014 Plough,

Tymperleys in 1897.
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The Korant Dinner 1984

A funny thing happened +fo your
correspondent and his wife on the way
ta the Blue Boar at Maidon: they were
imocked down by & motor car and,
having picked themaelves 1uop and
eomfarted the ear's occupants, they
went in to & onet enjoyable evening.
It says much for the work of Margaret
Cornwall that they were able to enjoy
themselves go much.

The meal wa= good, the atmosphere
lively and friendly, as it alwaya ia
when members of *thiz Soaciety nmeet.
The Mayor of Maldon gave a discuraive
account of Malden's histery, in.which
he mentioned the primacy of hiz town
aver Oolchester but whether this was
in the realm of bribery and corruption
in the 1BC was pot too clear. A most
amusaing satory of hov he managed to get
the Queen to attend their 1971
celebrations of Henry II's charter
enlivened his audience before he
aprang the bomhahell of the Council's
attempis to resist threats to the
future of the Plume Library.

The main speaker waa Mr Harvey Benhsn
the suthor of that minor classic Twa
Cheers for the Town Hall but here
honoured by the BSociety asa Fssex's
leading autharity an naritime
histery. In a fascinating account of
Basex's great sea heritage from ayster
eultivation to the laat stronghnld of
galling eraft in all Buropa, Wr Benhanm
entertained us with hia command nf the
English language aod idiom and
inatructed uva in innumerable waysa.
Theae may have been as he said 'scraps
picked at random’ btut they revealed
the vastnesa of the mountain he has
mined and were put together with a
true historian’s skill. He ended with
a hope that the Society, to help
prevent the growing esterility of
hiastorical studies, will encourage the
knovledge that great and important
events took place 'above the tidea’
and that The ¥World We Have Lost was
nat inhabited by astatistica but by

penple and that the seafarere of Easex
should be recognised as mmong the most
intereating and significant, ags well &a
calonrful, of all thogse who had honaured
Bagex’s past.

Yhen our President thanikted Mr Benham from
his »eart for his wspeech he sapeke far
everyone attending this aplendid sccasien.

¥. H., Liddell.

Imas Crossword Solutioh

EVENG "‘m'

EnmRm

F-Ec

el foiriTio

Colchester Rescue Diga

Faebruary has been a hectic monih for
the OColchester Archeealogical Trust.
Rescue digging has continued on three
gites. As Lion Walk Church haa been
denolished the remaina of Roman houaea
and streeta have Ddeen uncovered.
Behind the Gilberd Schesl Dig mo. 2
has investigasted more of the Legiomary
Fortress that preceded the FRoman
Colonia. Finally wark hes begun on
the large Culver Street gite where the
floors and walls of Roman houses are
aiready visible. {See page Z for the
Society's planned vwisit en April
2Tth.)



The Society’a Treasurer, Martin
0'Conner, 1s a founder member of the
Irish Pamily Hiatory Society
(memberahip 25 per anmm tn X. d.
Byrne, Convent View, Tullamore, Co.
0ffslly, Ireland.) The Society 1s at
prapent to develop = atandard appromch
to the indexring of regiasters etc. end
are alse keen to ‘repatriate’
informatinn from overseas on Irish
emigrants. Any member of the EAS
heving such information is asked to
pend 1t to Wartinp G'Comner, 11 Plume
Avenua, Maldon.

The Sampford Society

This noew socliety ia a welcome addition
tn the liat of active Hiatarical/
Archaeological /Conservation
communitiea in the county. Tt *took
off’ on 28 September 1984 and ‘clacked
up' ower 100 members; including
children (hope for the future) im just
a few weeks. It has already held a
succeasful villege histary walk - over
S0 turned up - and bas a rich
programme of talks and oprolectas on
local histery arrenged. All thia out
of a total population of ¢.650., It
mekes us agem small.

Iibrary lLeak
On ¥riday January 18th melting ice on

the reof of Holly Trees Museum,
Colcheater, vhere the Society'a
Iibrary 18 Thoused, penetrated the

ceiling and begen to drip in onne
corner. Some of the Socliety’s jourmal
enllection was pertislly anaked. The
next morning & Weating of the Library
Cormittee removed several shelvea of
threatenad books as the atream from

the eeiling filled a full-sized
dusthin. The worat damaged bvonks
(Norfnlk Archaealogy 1846-1878,
leather-bound and presumably

irreplaceable) were taken home to dry
out. Total damege is fortuately not
too serioua. The matter is with our
ineurers.

Our thenka to David Clarke and the
etaff of Holly Trees Mueeum who acted
immediately the leak was detected and
by prompt actinn minimised the damage
very conelderably. Would menbers
viaiting the library please not barrow
those bonke displaced by thase
events. .

Although ¥ol. 15 of Emaex Archaenlosy

& Hiatory wae published 1in January,

anme membera 1n  the north of the
eounty may nol yet have received their
copys The problem 1o that postage fa
08p. per volume and we arTe Yrying to
deliver them by hsnd. If yau are

willing to collect wour copy (it
all helps) ' please ring Andrew
Phillipa {Calchenter 46775,
evenings). Yalume 16, & combined

volupe for 1984-8%, will be published
at the and of the year.

E.R.0 COLCHESTER LECTURES

Starting on April 9th, the Easex
Record Office, in collaborstion with
the Locel Hiatory Centre of Easex
University and the Colehester branch
of the W.B.A., will stage a course of
lectures on aspects of the town'a

history. Each of six sgpeskers will
denl with a4 separate period of
Colchester history conalidering a

particular event or development which
he considers particalarly aignificant.
A seventk lecture will be given by
Paul Coverley, DBranch Archivist at
Colchester, on the town's records snd
on the opportunity for research which
the new Office will provide.

Speakers in the aseries are: Fhilip
Crummy, "“The Legionary Fortress and
the Foundstinn of Colchester” (9
Apriil; David Stepheneon, "The
Peagants® Revolt and Colchester” (16
April); Jennifer Ward, “Colcheater and
the Reformation” (23 April); John
Walter, "Colcheater and the English
Revolution” (30 April); Arthur Brown,
"fhe Decline of the Clath Trade" ({7
Moy}; Andrew Phillips, "Pammans and
Fngineering in Modern Calcheatar™ (14
May); Pauyl Cnverlay, "The Records of
Calchester” (21 May).

The lectures will be given on Tueadays
at 7.30 p.m. at Calchester Central
Library. Feea will be £6.00 for the
tourse payable in advance (£5.00 for
retired people. £4.00 for full-time
students.  Unemployed pesple free).
Bookings with fees, should be aent to
the Depsrtmental Secretary, Dept- of
Hiatary, Univeraity of BEazex,
Cnlchester, CO4 35Q. Chequee should
ba made payable to the Local Hiatory
Cantre, University of Eseex. Pleass
ancleas B.Z.8. Early banking ia
advised.



THE 1984 ERITISH ARCHAEOLOGICAL AWARDS

An Entry by the Maldon Archaenlogical

Group

On Thuraday the 15th of FNavember tha
formal awards ceremony aesoclated with
the British Archaeolegical hwards was
held in the prestigicus asurroundinga
of the Eritish Museunm. The awvards
have now become eynonymous with some
of the meat successful and impnrtant
archagological inventigations
undertaken by bothk professicoal and

amateur archasnlogistae in thia
couatry. These bl-annual awarda
follaw e  etaodard format  which

eanaista nf presentations to epecifie
categorian, including one award for
anateurs (PLtt-Rivera Award).

The intention of thie article ias not
to discuse in grest lemgtk tha winners
and runners-up in the professionsl
grouplag. The amateur catsgory naw
encoureges many worthy applications
from groups and individuala who are
un-s8killed, 4imn the Dbeat poasible
eenga, euthueissta. Thia year they
created a very strong field and high
standard of entry; the dAeserved winner
was one Donald A Spratt wvhe has
studied the 'Prehistery and Ropan
Archaeoclngy of NE Torkehire'. Closar
te home, the runpmer-up was the
Haverhill snd District Archaenlogical
Graup for fieldwork aurveys of Hoated
Sites und current excavation of an
Earthwork Site. On a more perasnal
note, a8 & member af the Maldon
Archmenlogical Group, 1t gave me much
pleasure to hear the group's pame
mentioned by Dr. Peter Favler
{Cheirman of the Jjudges) aa one of
those  amongst the salx  ‘highly
commended ' .

The Maldon Archaeclogical Group e a
small mociety primarily devoted to
the archasology end history of Maldon
and 1te aedjacent parishes. The
group’a submlaslon for the Awards was
entitled 'Archeedlogy and Technology

on a Micro-Budget , which ilinatrated
twoe aspeclfic problema and the
resulting techniques adapted to deal
with these difficultiea. The {iret, a
computer program called 'Pitcalc' was
written to smsiet 1n the Lofts FTarm
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excavation project. The Lafts Farm
project is a - a]-14 ambitinue
inwveatigation of a sulti-peried, but
mainly prehistoric, crop-mark complex
deetined to be deatrnyad by a tem yenmr
gravel extracticn plan. It has already
been reslised that the discoveriea from
the aeite should prove mn Impertant
enntribation to the underatandiog of
prehiatoric Fesex. It must alao be
appreciated that the apead and effort
invoived in pecording features 1is of
utmost Importance. This requirement
led to the asdaptation of a comblnation
of a purveving method and use of the
Piteale computer program. The
Piteale method 418 ta place =
theoadolite ovar the feature to e
piatted and take at least three
"bearing’ readings to known reference
pointa around the eite. The bearings
are written directly inte +the atite
noteback and no caleculationa are done
at the time. The Pitecale program ia
uwsed to convart the data irto & form
which ean then be pianned when time and
conditions are not a prablem. The
resulte dieplayed are the diatancea
betweon silghted pointe and the point
being plotted, sn that a fTenturs im
located on the site plan by etriking
area. Another part of the program
allowe these distances to he converted
intn ecartealan co=ordinates which
diswiesea the use of = compaas and
produces large scsle plana leaving out
the aighted painta altaogetber.

The aecond aapect of the entry was a
faret of & reaearch praject entitled
"Phe  Ecclesizatical  Mopuments  of
Malden', an historical and practical
ptudy of the town's churchea, monastic
buildings and leper heapital. Towarda
the end of 195837 the group wea
approached by membsra of Alr Saints’
Church, Waldon and requested to
iovestigate blocked recesses 1n the
eaat wall of the existing, faurtesnth
century, erypt. This could have
involved the removal of much of the
flint-rubble blocking the rTecesaes.
Contact with MWareoni Avionics Litd
enzbled the work to proceed on a lees
destructive basism using a miniature
C.C.D. Viden Camera. Holes waTe
pierced in the blacking and the wnid oo
the other aide wea filmed and recorded
uaing the camera probe and  linked
mrnltor/recerder.
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Copies of the Pitcalc program (written
for the 48K Spectrum) and Lofts Farm
Excavation report ean be purchased
from Paul N. Brown, 152 Fambridge
Road, Maldon, (Tel; Maldon 57315).
The All  Saints' Crypt  Video

investigation 1is described in an

interim report ‘The Eni of the
Blocked Crypt' and can be purchased
from Stephen P. Numn, 204 Fambridge
Road, Maldon, (Tel; Maldon 56074).

Stephen P. Numn,
Maldon Archaeological Group.

SAVE IT.

Anyone who has used Colchester's FNorth
Station might recognise the abave
picture. It shows the arrival in 1846
of the first train from Ipswich tn
finlchester, (see this Newsletter's
cover). The scene is dominated by the
Vietoria Hotel, built by the railway
baron, Sir Morten Petn, to accommadate

. those weary travellers whao did not

fanay the 11/2 mile walk te the High
Street. Unfortunately for Sir Morten
the lncal coaching inns providad fres
transport te get there. The Victoria
Hotel was a resounding failure.

In 1850 Sir Morton therefore donated
hies hotel to become part of England’s
first residential home far the
mentally retarded, named in the
language of the day 'The Rastern
Countiea Asylum for Idiota'. Renanmed
Fassex Hall 1t weerves a aimilar
function today. It is thue England's
nldest serving hospital for the care

of the mentally handicapped. Very
soon it will be wacated and the site
is up for development.

Although surrounded by later
additiona, the Victoria Hotel is still
a Colchester landmark, Colchester's
only relic of the original railway
age. It was designed by Lewis Cubitt,
an architect of note, who went on to
build King's Cross Station. It is not
a liated building, but, alerted by
interested parties, the Victorian
Society has requested the D. of E. to
remedy this oversight. Meanwhile,
this Society has written to Colchester
Couneil explaining the importance of
Essex Hall. Individual members 8o
willing are invited ton do sn as well.

This osurely is the sort of case a
Conasrvation Committee af thia Society
could pursue with vigour and
authority.




COURTY ARCHAROLOGICAL UNIT REPQRT

Poat Rrcavetion Pottery Processing
Pottery genperally conatitutes the
principal find materisl which the
archaeologist has to deal with frem
moat archaeologlcal perleds after the
neolithiz. In recent years proceasing
of this material has become
Increasingly specialised and complex.
Recent excavations by the Archaeology
Sactien kave resulted in &
coneiderable amount of wark om both
prehistoric and Roman pottery
enllections.

Prehiatoric Pottery: Post-Bxeavation
astudy has been andertaken on
prehiatoric pottery from a pumber of
pites. Excavatinnas at Springfield
Cursma doring 1979, 1980, 1981 and
1984 have provided a range of pottery
which eadde considerably te our
knowledge of Reoliithic ceramica in
Esasx. Of particular relevance is a
- well stratified depoait of Mortlake
style Peterborough Ware, from the East
Curans  {erminal ditch. Smaller
quantities of Beaker and Grooved Ware
were also Trecovered. Amonget the
large quantity of Late Broaze Age
pottery from the Springfiesld Lyons
Enclosure a numbar of earlier
prehiatoric aspemblages have  heen
indentified. These are derived from
taniated pits ecattered across the
site mnd include Grooved Ware and
Boaker amaterfal and a group of
Mildenhall atyle sherds elogely
comparable to the assenblaga from the
Orsett Causewayed PFoclosure. As part
aof the North Shosbury Project, all the
pottery recovered during work
undertaken by Southend Muaeum during
197172 and 1973-76  has been
examined. Amongat the very large
aasemblage of LBA/ETA material a group
of Neclithic pottary belonging to the
Grimaton/Lyies Hill atyle haz Yeen
identified. Thias is of eonatderable
algnificsnce as pottery of this style
is rare ir FEsser and nce Neclithie
pottery had previously been recovered
in the area between the Thames and
Crouch {(spart frem a single sherd of
possible grooved ware from Rochford).
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One of the MNiddle DBronze Age rpite
ercavated during the 198t excavation
at Borth Shasbury yielded a large part
of & globular veapel decorated with a
rov of satamped cireleta. Thia is
clearly very eimilar to Aan ¥BA pot
with atamped decoration from
Birchington, Xent, which had
previcusly lascked eny clear parallel.
Twe further groupe of MWEA pnttery
containing stamped skerds have been
identified in the 1971-72 assemhlage
and these are bhelng prepared for
publication, +together with e samall
group af LBA fine wavea of diatinetive
form and degoration, which have some
paraliels with pottery form Orsett and
Mucking but are abaent from the
Springfield ssseablage.

Work of P. Adkina at Rook Hall Farm,
Chighorough, has revealed a range of
prehiatoric features and pottery from
two wells. Cne produced a large
gquantity of Early Iron Age Sherds
predominately of carinated bowls with
deap horirvental grooves abave the
shoulder appropriate to Cunliffe's
Darnaden~linton style. The othar
produced nunercun sherds of
Deversl-Rimbury type bucket urme. It
ja hoped that a radiccarbon date can
be obtained for thia feature, which
will help %o clarify the dating of
this eeramic style which clearly
eontinues into the early 1st millenium
BC in the porth of the county, whilat
in the Thames Valley 1t goes out of
use at the end of the Znd millenium
BC.

The material recovered fron
excavations et Oreett Cack in 1983
produced a rmunber of interesting
groupa of prehistoric pottery. A
presumed grave produced two Faet
Anglian atyle bheskers and & small bowl
nnt common in beaker contexts., Finds
from an MBA ring ditch ard EIA pits
provide & wuwseful addition te our
rapidly growing ¥nowledge of Later
Bronze Age and Parly Iron Age cersmic
developement alsng the Thames Estuary.

NIGEL BROWR
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{Archaeological Report contd,)

Roman Foltery: In 1980 the DoB

produced Oceasienal  Paper  HNo.d,
Guideiines for the Proces=ing and
Publieation of FRoman Patte fron

Excavations, designed t¢ encourage all
those engaged in pottery atudlea to
adept cowmon methods of approach
and ‘in Bome inatances the
astandardisation of recording'. At the
time of the Paper's publication the
Archaeology Section wes im the proceas
of conducting fthree major DoE funded
excavations, all eof which were
generating large amnunts of Roman {as
well as late Iron Age) pottery and it
was therefore cormidered to be an
apprnpriste time +to Jimplement the
wethods auzgeated.

The writer is2 under contreet to
complete the post-excavation recarding
of .2 metric tennea of pattery which
has resulted mainly from excavations
between 1977 and 1983 in the wacinity
of the Roman wvwilla et Chignall St.
Jemes, the TRowen small town at
Kelvedon and on the Roman templs site
at Ivy Chimmeys, ¥Witham. The method
of approach for dealing with thias
quantity of materiel has been deaigned
to be compatible with thase systems in
aperation at both the Colchester and

Chelmaford Archasclagical Trusta.
This was a&n important caonsideratinn
gince 1t 4is ‘between those major

settlements that comparisons  of
pattery smasemblages are mnat likely to
be made.

Az part of this uniferm approach s
gtandard recording form, or Pottery
Summary Sheet, bae been designed and,
to help with the identification of the
meny  different pottery  types
encountered, a fabric cnllection has
been established. At present this
collection is limited since 1t ia
dependant npom gairing aamples from
unstratified contexta. {If _any
readers heve unwanted ecilections of
pottery which they would like to
contribute the Section would be noat

grateful to hesr from them) .

Only well stratified groupa of pottery
are gelected for quantification in
order to maintain the walidity of
atatistical resulta. In prectice,
quantification 1s time consuwming, with
en average tete of one box (c.5 kg)
processed per day. So far, all of the
pottery from Chigoell St James and
Kelvedon hae been dealt with snd work
is eourrently in progress oo the
naterial from Witham. The latter aite
ylelded agherdsa from over 1500 contexts
and it ims expected that the rocording
af this will be completed by the and
of October. Already half of the
¥Witham Pottery Summary sheet records
bave heen transferred onto computer
and when this task ie ecompleted the
real  hegefits of suchk detallaed
statiatical recording will begin to
amarge.

It is anticipated that the resulis of
the enaputer proceasing of the pottery
data will primarily bezefit the
establishment nf phasing and relative
datinz of the site. The pnasiblities
of quick retrieval uming the caomputer
wiil faeflitate the study of groups of
particular weres mare thoroughly than
would have been poasible mapnally and
should threw mare light on the site's
trading patterns. Purthernore, by
atudying significant groups im this
vay the pstatistics can be used to
revesl the distribution of Aifferent
pottery types over the site thua
ahowing c¢hanges in  functions of
varicua structures in different areas
af occupation. Resulta, &3 they
aceur, will b reparted in the future
lasue of the Wewsletter.

CATRIONA TURNER



AROGUAT THE MUSEUMS

In this i=zaue of the Wewsletter, we
feature the Pasgmore Edwards Museun,
with an acecount af the bistory of the
Museum, and a description of the new
Archaeology galleriea. For those of
you who have not visited this museum,
these new galleries are & 'must'. The
galleriea are displayed in
chronological order from the old stone
age, and the atory of fthe prehistory
and hietary of the ares are tald using
a vwealth of artefactual material
againet the background of ercellent
texts and graphies.

HEistory of the Passmore Bdwarde Museun

The Passmore FEdwarda Muspum was
founded in 1898 by joint agreement
Ppetween the County Borough of Weat Ham
and the Essexr Field Club. The Museunm
was named after Jnhn Pasamore Edwards
¥P who provided half the cost of the
Building. Weat Ham provided for and
maintained the Museun; the Ezasrx Field
Club provided the Collectione and the
Curator.

Thia ercellent arrangement lasted from
1900, when the Mnseum was opened by
the Countesa of Warwick, until) 1956
when the Fsaex Fleld Club exrperienced
increasing difficulty in providing a
Curator. The bulk of these fifty-six
years had sgeen only two Curators,
Wiliiam Cole and Percy Thompsen. Bnoth
coniributed enormeusly to the growth
af the Museum and its collections.

The origiral ¥ueeum had been aet up aa
'The Museun of Egsex' to diaplay the
Fatural History, OGenlogy, Tapography
and Archaeology of the County of
Fagex. The Museum hsas consistently
followed  that directive although
becanse of boundary changes, ths term
'Gengraphical County of Essex' ia gow
uaed.

1956 naw a change in the original
agresment: Weat Hom were to provide
professional ataff and a Poard of

Governnre was established as the legal
owners of the Collections. The firat
Tull-time Curataor, Ken Marshall,
increased the Museum's activities in
archaenlogy mnd placed the Museum on a
firm foundation far 1ts later

expanalaon. The next change in the
Hugeunm'a develapment was the
aatablishment of the GLC and the

analgamation of East Ham with West Ham
to form the London Barough of Newhanm.
Newham took ower Weat Hem's
responaibilities with regard %o tha
Museuym. At this point the Museum was
8tiil koused in i%ts origiral building,
with a aingle professiopal Curator and
four amsiatants. Today the Passmore
Edwarda Museum is the largeat Museum
Service in Eessexr and Greater Londen.
Tts buildings have expanded fram one
tn eight and i1t runs a Neture Reaerve
as well 28 &8 Thames Sailing Barge.
The MWuseum's latest achievement has
been to open Torth Woolwich 01d
atation am a restored 1910 PRailway
Station and Museum. This recent
addition brought the pumbera of
full-time ataff to forty—{four although
vith the ineclusion of archaeclogical
and ecological contract staff the real
pumber is nearer sixrty.

Archaenlogy &and Topics Galleries -
Frosamore Bdwarda Muaseun

The newly-displayed Archaeclogy end
Topica Galleries in the Museum were
npened by Lord Moptagu of Beaulieu on
17 July 1984. The mnaterial display
illustrates the archaeology and
history of Esaex, particulariy the
Metropalitan snd Scuth-Weatern part of
the County. Tha Museum has, aince its
foundation, undartaken excavation and
recnrding work in this area, which ie
raflected in the early Conllectlons.
Since 1973 the Museum has received an
annual grast from the TDapartment of
the Eavironment to undertake reacue
excavations in Metropalitan Esaex and,
since 1982, from the GLC ss part af
the London Archeeological Service.
The resulta of theae excavatiorns form
the malor part of thia display. The
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Museum is closely asaociated with the
- West Essex Archaenlogical Group whose
work has eontributed congiderably to
the knowledge of the area and material
from their ercavations is also
displayed. We are particularly
grateful to those individuala and
organisations who  have provided
information and objects to amplify the
museun's own Collections, in
particular the Mucking Post-Excavation
staff.

The aim of the display ds +to
denonstrate the wide range of
information that cemn be found in
ercavations and in the study of
artefacts. Throughout, reference ias
made by photographs and plans to local
sites, setting them into  their
national context. The display runs
sequentially from the Pleistocene to
the 18th century, much of the
material being on public display for
the firat time. In additien to
excavated material, the Medieval and
later diaplays are amplified by the
use of documents notably the Waltham
Abbey Bible and the 1letters patent of
Edward VI relating to properties in
West Ham.

The Topics CGallery has as its centre
piece the Museum's Bow Porcelain
Collection and deals mainly with the
18th and 19th centuries under such
headings as Housing, BRducation and
Transport, concentrating more closely
on Newham and the surrounding area.

It is intended to update the Galleries
regularly and to prepare a series of
leaflets relating to various aspects
of the display.

John Pasmore Edwards M.P.

17. SOUTH STREET, ROCHFORD.

(Far further details of this
INTERESTING house see Period Home
Vol.5, Fo.9).

In his History of BRochford (1978),
L R Cryer wrote that 17 South Street
was known as the 0ld Moot Hall and
that it was thought to have been used
as such before the County Court was
built in 1859. No evidence has been
found to substantiate this theory.

P Benton in History of the Fochford
Hundred (1867) doea not mention the
property at all.

The house has always been a freehold
and tracing its owners and onccupiers
has not been easy. The adjoining
property to the north, The Red House,
is relatively well documented.
Abuttals in the deeds of this house
name some of the owners and tenants »of
Fao 17« In 1711 Benjamin Huggins was
the owner and Samuel Nnllard, the
occupant. In 1763 William Weld bought
a strip of land 18 feet wide and 68
feet deep from John Fisher of
Deptford, Kemt, in order to build a
new brick house, now the Red House, on
the neighbouring plot. Widow Garrett
vas living at No 17. George Garrett
had died four years earlier. In his
will, he deseribes himself as =a
shopkeeper. Grace carried on the
business for another twenty years.
She is listed == a chandler in the
records of the Inspector of Weights
and MWeasures. The Carretts may have
been living in South Street as early
as 1737, for the baptisms and burials
of their children first appear in the
parish registers at that date.

Towards the close of the 1820°s,
Thomas Hurat Marsh, the owner of The
Red House, bought No 17 from the
Fisher family. He rented the building
to George Turner , who was listed in
the trade directory in 1826 as a boot
and shoemaker. In 1851, the househald
at No 17 consisted of George Turner
and his wife Mary, both aged seventy,
and their twenty-four year old =som,
William, who was articled to =a
solicitor. George employed four men
in his shoemaking business.



Jamea Hedgecock owped the premimes at
the end of the 16C. He was alao a
bont arnd shoemsker, but Xkept a
atatinners and fancy gonadz shep as
woll. L R Cryer's Hiatory of Rochford
haz an iiluatration of & handbill
advertising the shop. It was
deacribed sa oppnaite the County Court
and sold dreased dolla, Christmas and
birthday cards, Chriatmas tree
decnrationn, faney needlework, wonls,
yarns, toys, etec.

Patricia ¥ Ryan

What's in a Fape?

Chingford Parish Chureh’s dedicetion
and thage of its eide chapela, have
been far from consistent oaver the
yaars. The first Church buwilt in the
Parizsh (now 'The Old Church') detes
from the 312th century or eariier and
ite original dedication ia shrouded in
time. The esrliest known reference to
the Chureh, dn an inventory of the
property of  8%.Paul's  Cathedral
{(1181), does not give a dedication.
The earliest kmown aecription 1e ‘Al
Hallows’, which appears ia a will of
1555. The S5%t.Pmul'a inventory doas,
however, glve a clue to  the
alternative sseription of 'St.Pasul‘'s’.

In earlier times, ome of the Chimgford
manors belonged to St.Pauls Cathedrsl
{although the Parish Church happened
te be built in a different Chingford
manor). It was natural, therefore,
for the same name to he ueed for the
Parish Church. 'St.Paul's’ was thaa
the nave ueed for the Church in the
Parish Regiater af 1815.  Mareaver,
the name was formally tragsferred to
the ‘New Church’ (built on Chingford
Creen) in 1844, wher the old one fell
inte rueins.

The moderr name far +the Parizh
Church, however, 1a neither “All
Hallowa®' nar "S5t Paul's’ but 'SS Peter
and Pani’. How St Peter got added
ia mot eclear. Tradition has it that
the twe gaints were martyred an the
same day. They are celebrated
jointly in ecme Calendars {ase the
Alternative Service Book) and hence
have become aganciated. There are

11,

only about 40 churches in Englsand
dedicated to St Faul alone, buf nearly
0  with  the Joint  dedleation.
Alternatively, confusion may have
arieen from the 1181 Tpwventory, which
refers to the payment of Bleaged
Peter’s Pence (e tax %o the Fapal
treaeury).

Canon Hussell, vwriting iIn 1930,
sagures us thet in spite of the
nfficinl title, local residents had
consistantly referred to the 014
Church as 'All Saints’. It wag fitting
therefore, that wvhen the 0ld Church
wae rebulit in that year, at the wigh
of Miss Banthhy-Heatheote, the
donor,it was rededicated to ‘All
Sainta" the same dedication, of course
ga 'All Halilows'.

Rames have changed toa in tha
dedication of alde chapele. The
aouth ailse ir the 01ld Church ise
referred to as 'St FNicholaa® Imle' in
a will of 1569, but\\it ia nnvw
cuatomary to refer ta the le as the
Lady Chapel. In the Few € , the
gouth gisle wap probably originally
the Lady Chapel,but when this aiale
wag extended by one bay in 1937, £t
waa dedicated to St Elizaheth at the
requeat of +the anonymoua  donor.
Perhaps by coincidence, the mnorth
aiale in the Few Church 1s dedicated
te S5t Richonles, which bringas us fuil
circle!

It ia quite spparent that dedications
change from time to time, perhaps to
refleet tastes 1n  churchmanship.
Certainly in nedieval times churches
ware rededicented after major
sacreligious events, such as a ourder
copmitted in the Church. I wonder if
the Saints themselves have difficulty
in keaping track of their
resphasibilitiea’

Richard Browa

Pirat published in Chingfnrd Parish
Magazine, December 1984.



12.

Letters To The EBditor

Tegr Editorial Board:

I wonder whether a correction
ghould he made of n slight inaccuracy
in Rileen Bell’s article on the viait
to Little Wenham and Peletead
(Nowsletter Winter '84, Page 6, top
para, last-but—ome lime}. Tt was
not, of courae, the 1late Laurence
Harley who (with David W¥ymark )
interpreated +the church for us
peracn, tut Mr. G. Hipes who (lﬁ.th
Mr. Harley) wam a co-founder of the
British Brick Socilety.

Jo=Apn Buck.
Dear Sir

I kave Juast received the Winter
Fewslettar of the EAS and am
intrigued and kesnly interested in
your suggestion of the peed for a
Heritage Consernatison Committee.,
Certainly, with the looming threat of
an expanded Stanatead Airport, the
need for vigilance in PFesex 1s greater
than ever. At the wery basiec level
there 1a & need to record our
Heritage in porth-weat Essex.

As a graduate in Enviroamental
Seience with a number of years
experisnce in the building induatry, I
may have something to contribute to

auch a committee and wish te be
gnongat the firat to offer my
gervices.

Tavid Morley Morgana.
ED. NOTE. Plesss, will other membera
of the soeliety follow Mr Morgana lead

ARD OFFER THEIR SERVICES ON THIS
TMPORTART COMMITTEE.

More
Letters
Please,

(ed.)

Dear Jir

Day-lsbourera Centrefold, Newaletter,
¥inter, 19684, i3 a term aeldom used
prior te the 19th century, sapd would
have besn regarded as a tautology =ince
in any case ‘labourer’ signified & man
hired for & day at a time. Thay were,
howaver, apecified by Sir Thomas Smith
in De Republieca Apglorum {1551) as
formicg part of aociety, and in parta
of Susaexr the Lay BSubeidy of 1524
differentiated men taxed an wagea paid
by the day from ones peid (and
presunably enployed) by the year, whn
were probably boarded aervants.
Restricted wmobility preventas =me from
checking the onbscure reference to
John Locke; the referencea 4o 'othaer
relevant articles’ are quite
insdequata. I ghall be discussing the
question of labourera end servants at
length in Farthcominge atudy of
early-Tuder sacisty.

J. Cornwall
COURSES
15th - t7Tth March 1985:

DELVING INTO DEEDS:

Ever been bothered abouwt a Bargain and
Sale, frightened by a Feoffment, or
trampied on by Feet. of Fine? Thia
will be a weorking weakend on title
deeda, for palaecgraphers of varying
etanderde.

26th - 28th April 1985:

HOW T0 READ LOCAL RECORDS:
Palagography for Beglomers:

An aid for those wanting to dig inte
loea]l -manuscript records for local or
family history, learniflz to decipber
the types of handwriting used from the
16th to early 18th centuries. Paz
Beginners, or thage negding a
refresher.

Datails of both these courses from:

The Acting Warden
Belstead House
vie Sprites Lane
Ipawich

Juffelk

178 3KA



BOOK REVIEWS & NOTICES

John Penfold, History of the FEssex
County Hospital, Colcheater,
1820-1948. Published by J. Penfold,
1984, 279p., £7.90.

Adrian Corder-Birch, A  Centenary
History of Halstead Hospital,
1884-1984. Published by Halstead &
District History Society and FPriends
of Helatead Hospital 1984,78p., £1.95

Victorian hospitals were
characteristic of their time: stern,
brisk and money-conscious. This

latter was forced on them by the fact
that until this century and in large
part until 1948, our hospital service
ran on charity. Vietorian hospitals
however were neither uncaring nor
fever-ridden. By a strict poliey of
excludirg all contagious or incurable
cases, ereditable results were
achieved within the strict limits of
contemporary medical knowledge.

A1l this is carefully related in John

Penfold's substantial and well-
illustrated History of the Essex
County Hespital. To a detailed

analysis of the surviviog records and
the parallel archives of the
Colchester Medical Society Dr. Penfold
adds the considerable asset that as
Consultant Pathologist teo +the Easex
County from 1945 to 1979 he not only
knows the Thospital and ita oral
traditione well, but can bring his
medical experts to bear on earlier
clinical and administrative
practices. His book is an important
addition to Colchester and Fasex
history.

Adrian Corder-Birch's booklet on
Helstead Heospital is a2 more modest
production. Compared to Colchester,
Halstead Hospital was always small, a
typical cottage hospital - or was it?
For it owed its foundation and to a
large extent its survival, to the
Courtaulds, local enployers and a
wealthy county family. Such financial
under-pinning meant +that at times
Halstead Hospital enjoyed almost an
embarrassment of provision.

From among the all-male Courtaulds
there emerges the remarkable
Dr. Elizabeth Courtauld, one of the
first women doctora in England and =a
hernine of the First World War. In
1932 Dr. Elizabeth secured the
appointment at Halatead of a 1lady
Indien doctar. A1l but two of the
hospital staff promptly gave a month's
notice. Dr. Singh had to withdraw to
avoid an impossible situation. Perhaps
we should Imow more of Dr. Elizabeth
Courtauld, whose diaries are cited in
the biblingraphy.

A1l in all, full marks to Adrian

Corder-Birch for his well-illustrated
book.

Trojan War: Exclusive

The ‘'Observer' (3.2.85) reports that
Profesanr Culvert Watkins of Harwvard,
a leading authority on Luvian, the
Indo-European language of Troy, claims
that a fragment of bardic poetry he
has translated is the first line of a
Luvian epiec of the 13th century B.C.,
which is echoed in Homer's Iliad of
the 8th century B.C. This strengthens
the arguement that the poem recalls
resl events and that the Trojan War
took place se early as the 15th
Century B.C.




1,

Micheel Sommerlad, Wivenhoe Park and

John QConatable (16 pp, £1.69 poat
Tree, University of Bsasexr, Wivenhoe

Fark, Colchester, 1984 )

The Stour Velley, kmown as ‘Conatable
Country' even in the artiat's own
lifetime, wiil always be pasociated
with Constable. The great oansl
scenee fully deserve thelr reputation,
but a numbver of other works have
ipntereating Eanex asapciatione.
Michael Snmmerlad hae brought out the
importance of General Francie Sleter

Rebow of Wivenhoe Park as one of
Constable’s first patrops. ¥ivenhos
Park (Widener Collectien, Wational

Gallery of Art, Washington IC) has
recently been described as the finest
of Constable's country house partraitas
{Iamn Fleming-¥Williama and Leslie
Parris, The Discovery of Constable,
Hamish Hamiitom, 1984). The colour
reproductior and the elose-up on the
cover reveal the details of Richard
Wooda' maturing landecape down to the
grotta and +the protective fencing
round the newer groups of trees.
Three drawings (Victoria apd Albert
Museum) made in the park are elso
reproduced; one showe & panoramic view
with Greenetead church on the left and
Churn Wood in the distance.
Congtable's view of the Genrgiar housse
aan be compared with the engraving of
1835, & decade or 8o before ite
ansapsulstion in FHopper’s Jacobethan
Wivenhce House.

Dr Sommerlad tells the story af the
peinting maiply in Conatadle'a own
words (B B DBeckett (ed.), Jomn
Conastable's Corresspondence,
Suffolk Eecordnm Society)}, showing the
artiat st work, struggling with the

_difficulty of getting 'smo muck ic ae

they [the Rebou] wanted to make them
atquainted with the acens.' The
fontnotes are discreet, but adequate,
although it would have been helpful to
have had detaile of the descent of the
painting after the death of Gfeneral
Rebow in 1845. This
attractively=produced benklet desarves
a place in the eollections of both
local historians and art lovers.

Bancy Brigea

Yol. 2,

E.M, Ludgate, Clavering & Langiey
1783-1983, available at 'Shovellera ,
Stieckling Green, Clavering, Fasex,
CBY1 4QX. £4 pius 50p posiage.

hn excellently produced book of 80
peges with 48 pheotographs, meinly
early 20t¢h C. There ars 5 clear
sketch maps and a clearly written,
well=-printed text dealing with eunch
topics as land ownership, farming,
trade and the viliage community. The
section 'Traneformetion 1852-1983"' ia
particularly intereating and valuable
in recording the travaila of an
agricultural community through wmany
gdveralties end the pleasures atill
left far the inhabitante. The
crapariacn of the produce of 2 local
faerm of 1,300 acres inm 1956 and 1978

{(p.78) ie & telling plece of
information about modern
sgricultural change. Highiy
recompended.

David Wash, Rivenhall Church, Eagex,
£0.50 from Rivenhall Church.

A plemssingly full gnd useful guide to
the seemingly Vietorian church which
Warwick and Kirsty Rodwell showed had
thick Sazen walls throughout the pave
and part of the chancel. DTuplicated
and with 1ine drawings, it is crammed
with informatior which membera will
find uaseful.

J.E.Pearce et. al., Will Greem Ware
(reprint frow Trapns. Londan Middlesex
Archmelogical Soclety 33 1982), #£2 by
poat ar £1.7 if collected from the
Museum of London; cheques payable to
C:R. Orton at the Museum of london.

The paper concludea "that 211 the
vensels previously termed ‘Weat Kent
¥are' have the same source in and
aroond Mill Green, near Ingatestone,
Baser (T.L. 543022).

Crumwey, Fhilip
In Search of Colchester's Past

(Reviaed & Updated)
Colcheater Archasolaogleal Truet, £1.60
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Hew Publications

Adama et. al.,

Tuder Control: Life in a Nineteenth
Century Silk Factory,

C.U.P. £2.70

Eilie C.G.
Hottege: A Viking Tnfluence on

¥ivenhoe Qua
Cap Pillar Cottage, Weat Street,

Wivenhoe. £1.00

Colin Reynolda
Ar Tllustrated History of Wilson

Marriage School
£3.05

Searle, M.V. .
Down the Line o Southend
Baton Preaa £8.9%

Cank C.J.

A Barge on the Blacks. A4 Short
History of Walter Cook & Son, ¥aldom,
Eszpex.

Mra Cook, Wentern House, Tenterfield
Road, Maldon, £3.00

Collina, L {(Bd)
Monumental Inseriptiona in the Library

15.

Brigga, Nancy
The Evojution of the Cffice of County

of the Snciegy of Geneaologists. Part

1: Southern England,
Baciety of Genealogiats £2.10

Butler, A.D.

Thirteen Centuries of Witness. A
Catholic History of the Upminster
Diatriet.

126, Fark Drive, Upminster, £2,00

Gifford, Philip
¥Withap in 014 Picture Pogtcards
Furopean Library, £7.50

Simpaon, Frank
Brentwood in 0ld Picture Pontcards
European Library, £7.50

Touch Ter Collar, Rever Swaller.
Wemories of Childhood lliness before
the Health Servica,

Waithan Forest Orai History Workshop,
VYeatry House Musmeum, £0.60

Surveyor in Eamex, YT0O-1816,
{Reprint from Architeetural Histery
Vol 27, 1984)

Priends of Aistoric Egsex, £0.50

Jacoba, W
Ciactnn In Camera: A Fostalglc Record.
8t.Michael e Abbey Press, £2.95

FROM THE LIBRARTAW

Wise inmiatence on the part of Mr and
Mra lewia of the Essexr Seociety for
Fanily History that we are believed to
have ail the C19 Probert MS3, reveals
that though we have Jarge folio
vola.of photographe ete. The mest
valuable onea were presented to the
British Museum in 1BB9 ga is indeed
noted In our printed Catalogue of
1525. Even by 1866 Chas. E. Probert
kad tranascribed epitaphs and arms in
160 Essex churches (pote 1in Esst
Anglian Hotea & Queries 1866, Voi.2)
hence thizs waluable cnllection should
clearly be more widely known.

They are now catalogued as follows:
British TLibrary. Departnent of
Manugcripts:

Add M58 33520-5F Vals I - VI 40,
"Monumental Records & Arma coellected
from various shurches and mansiona in
the county of Fasex” (shielde painted
- each vol. index'd)

do. 33526-8 VII-IX 1Ipdex ¢to
Epitapha and Arma of Basex fal.

do. TI529 Arma of Easex
Families fron N3S of John
Hanson Sperling, rector of Wicken
Bophunt. 40.

do. 3353¢ (Notem on the de Veres,

Colne Prisry ete.)
A4 TPERSOR URENOWN having borrowed all
ot  "Wills at Chelmaford” volumes
without entering then in the
Borrower's Book, we are without that
invaluable source of reference. PLEASE
RETURFK THEM IMMEDIATELY, and sll may
be forgiven.
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ARCHABOLOGY AFD STANSTED AIRPORT

Staneted im back in the news following
the recent  publication eof the
government inapector's report on the
public enquiry. The report cansiats
of 10 large wolumea plue a 190-page
‘summary” . Its main eonclusion
relating to Stanated ja as fallowa:-

Using Tepartment of Traneport
predictiona of inereased
paasenger traffic, only Stansted
can provide the wuecessary extra
capacity in time- Expausion at
Stansted phould, thowever, e
subject to an fnitial limit of 15
million passengers a year (15
u'p'pa), with an ultimete capacity
of 25 mppa (Rote that the
British Airporta Auothority want
an yltimate capacity af 50 nppa,
far bigger than Heathrow).

Should the proposed expansior gn
ghead, the archaeningical implications
would be an follows:=

1) There would be the imminent
destruction af S aitea, including
3 medieval mnata of different
types, within the boundry of the
enlarged airport. Te Britiah
Afrportz Authority heas promised
financial support for
archaenlogical investigation, and
this ie very welcome.

{2) More disquieting are the longer
tere eoffects which would follow
inevitably in the wake of & new
international airport. There
would be ennrmously increased
preasure on laod in porth-weat
Epaex {and aiso East
Hertfordshire and Cambridgeshire)
- for houeing, commercial
development, wider roeda, & Dew
rail 1limk, and more quarriea.
Although it is not easy to make

accurate predictiona about how
these wnuld OCCUT, rough
guidelinea about mresz of land

goned for poteatial housing or
cammercial development are
provided by varinua loeal
town and village structure plans.
Using the framewnrk provided by
these documents, 1t Jlonks as
though between 50 and 100 sites

v'ill be wat risk aver the next
decade, 1f Stansted ia Tbuilt.

The County Council's archasology
section hes been closzely invalved with
the Stanated proposale from  the
beginning, when a 140-page document on
the archaenlnogical implicationa of the

airport wee submitted e the plaoning
inguiry i1in 1981, The archaenlogy
section haa made provisinnal plans

for dealing with the immediate threat
of enlarging the eirport, but, in the
current atmnsphere af finaneial
stringency, it ia hard to belleve that
the longer term threats will he matched
by spprapriate funding.

Howaver, in the finsl enlysis the
¢onclusinns reached in the inapector's
repart have only the force of
recommendations and ther could still he
foamd politically unscceptable by the
government. A final decision on this
contoversial issue iz nat expected from
the Transpert  Miniater, Hicholas
Fidley, before mid-summper 1955.

Owen Bedwin

3.P.A.R. Domeadny Barms Project

Wembers may have read about this
sutvey in +the mnational and laocal
preae. The shjective is %o praduce a
pational eatalogue of barns, listing
not only age and constructien, but
alao condition and use {if any}.

The survey ia programmed te be
compieted by 1986 {hence the name) and
the orgapiseras for Essex are Brenda
Watkin and Peter Richards of the
County Planning Department. The
Survey 4a Tbeing carried out by
volunteers on a parish basie and
although the response has been gnod
theres are atill plenty of gaps on the
map, particulariy in the north and
east of the eounty-

If you are interested in helping
plesze contact Brenda or Peter on
Cheimaford 352232 X 304 f280
reapectively, or write to them at
€¢lobe Touse, New Street, Chelmaford.



NEWS OF MEMBERS

We welcome the Following new members who have joined since the last

igsue :-

Dr D D Andrews
Braintree

Mr & Mrs L W Bones
Colchester

Mr # Philbrick
Calchester

Hr P J Vines
Little Cakley

Mr J Blewitt
Boxted

Wr J B Carter
Dagenhan

Mr M J Stone
Battersea, London

Hiss H Halker
Springfield

Miss C A Wood of Chelmsford is now Mrs C A Coles of Highbury, Lendon.

HONORARY OQFFICERS:-

Secretary to Council
Mrs L Cooper
486 Fairleigh Drive
Leigh-on-Sea
Essex SS% 2JA
Scuthend-on-Sea 712038

Librarian:-
Mr J Bensusan-Butt
3th Lexden Road
Celchester CO3 3PX
Colchester 74785

SUBSCRIPYION RATES:-

Single membership £7-50

Social Secretary:-
Mrs M Cornwall
2 Orchard Close
Copford Green
Colchester GO6 1DB
Colchester 210686

Beputy Librarian:-
¥r J Skudder
25 Lexden Road
co6 387
Colchester 250353

Menbership Secretary:-
rs 0 Daynes
Burrs
Abbess Roding
Ongar Essex CHS OPA
White Roding 273

Deputy Librarian:-
Wrs J Blowers
22 Priory Street
Colchester CO1  2QA
Colchester 8656012

Local societies, colleges, schools,

Joint ¥embership  £10-00
Student Membership £4-00, or £Z-00
without Essex Archaeology & History.

extra-mural education groups and
libraries and museums may subscribe
to the Seciety's publications.

ENQUIRIES about the non-delivery of publicatiens and the supply of recent
back numbers to:- The Administrative Secretary,

Mrs J E Sellers

1 Chignall Road Chelasford CW1

2J4 Chelwsford 355260
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EDITORIAL

Two recent carrespondents have
geparately, (both members of
the EAS but do they know each
other?} takes up with me the
need for action to proclaim and
maintain the existence of an
individual identity for Fasex.
Too often, they argue, is Essex
treated as part of the kingdegp
of FEast Anglia, when averybody
knows that the kingdom of the
East Saxons was ouite distinet.
Waea it neot in their kingdon
that Gregory intended Augustine
to settle hia see? Caould it be
because paganism was difficult
to deatroy in Fasex that clerks
have lumped us in with the Rast
Anglians who produced a saintly
king? Whatever %the +fruth aof
the matter we find ouraelves
lumped irn with the Fast Anglian
beard of the Wational Trust;
Cambridge Extra-Mural Baard
dragas Esasex north nf Chelmsford
into the Bast Anglian fald {but
Soutk Fsgsex still maintains its

historical ties to Londan
University). J H Hound first
provoked questions abownt the
historical differences between
Easex and Suffoalk - they are
guccinetly satated by Norman
Scarfe in the introductien tn

his exzcellent FEassex: A Shell

Guide. Why is it that Essex
villages take their names fron
feudal lords, while Suffolk
villages take +them from the
patronymicas of their sainta?

The Stour ia naot a . barrier but
it is a dividing 1line. Esaex
has +too much to be proud of,
and ashamned of, in its
distinctive history to be
merely & part of Xast Anglia.
It hes a separate identity; 1t
must maintain its own cultural
identity. Jo-Ann Buck'a
auggestion that we start a

campaign for the Retention of
the Eaat Sazons {to be kpnown as
CRIKES) deserves support. All
potential activiats should
write to me at my home
address. Can anyone invent a
better acronym?

In the few yesrs since we took
aver %the editorship of this
Newaletter we have noticed an
inereasing number of

adventurous Fasexr spirits who
have decided that the best way
to get their wark to the

publie’s notice fa to publish
it themselves. This may be
because their work daoes not fit
precisely inta the limits set
by academie journals, or the
waiting time between writng and
publication 4is toe long or

because the jaunty nature of
doing it yourself is
overwhelmingly attractive.
Whatever the reason we welcome
this development. The great
difficulty found by such
perscns is that of publicity.
Egaex Archealogiceal and
Historical WNews will be proud

to mention all such enterprises
(the latest of which isa noticed

in the County Newsa) and
welcomes any infermation oan
them.

May I draw the attention of all
members to the recommendation
of your Council! e¢ontained 1in
the Annual Report, which forns
the centre page of this
Newgletter, that the name nf
the Scclety should be chenged
ta THE E3S8SEX SQ0CIRTY FO=
ARCHAEOLOGY & HISTORY. <Clearly
this is an important matter and
the AGM is the place to explain
the thinking behind this
prapoggl. . -
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SCCIETY PROGRAMMNE

Saturday 8 June

The Annual General MHeeting in
the Village Hall, Plackmore, at
2.30 pm is followed by an
illustrated talk, 'Arcadia for

All' - Plotland Development in

Garden Centre. If
to Mra

Cranphorns
uncertain send An s.s.e.
Margaret Cornwall.

Sunday 1 Sentember

Erssex in 19203 and 19%0s,
by Mr Calin Ward. £1
afternoon.

given
for the

Morning visit to Mountnessing
Windmil! at 11.00 am. Turn off
the A12 towards lagatestone nn
the Blo02. Then turn
immediately towarda
Mountnessing which i3 very well
signed. Go atraight through
the village; the windmill is
clearly wviaible om the 1left,
next -to the tennis club. On
the opposite side of the rnad
is the Plough Inn. Gather here

for coffee from 10.30 am
onvards. The Plough will make
a gond base as membera will

have tn go aover the windmill in
gmell groupa. The charge will
be £1.50 far the whnle day.

If ynu wish to have &8 map
ahowing Blackmore Village Hall
- there are excellent
directioans from Blackmore
itaelf - send =s.a.e. to Wrg
Margaret Cornwall.

Saturday & July

Springfield Lynna Fxcavatisons,
Springfield Lyona House at 2.30
pm, followed by an illustrated
talk by Mr David Buckley at the
viliage hall, Bareham. This
imponrtant Rronze Age defended
gettlement will be at the maost
intereating stage of ita

excavation for our visit. The
gite is nn the asouth side of
the B1137, not far from

Joint meeting with the Friends
af Historic Fasex to the Stour
Valley Stesm Railway and their
exhibitien, 'Railways in
Wartime', with a guided tour by
Mr ¥ H Campling. Chappel and
Wakes Colne Statinn at 3.00 pm.
This is an the AGO4
Calchester-Cambridge road.

Saturday 21 Sentember

Hatfield Peveral Priory and
church. Mzet at the Priory =at
2.30 pm. £2.00

Fridavy 11 Qectober

at The 014
T.1% pm

The Mnrant Tinner
plough ¥atel, Bulphan.
for 7.45 pm. £2.00,
The gueat speaker will be Stan
Newens, formerly ¥P for Ferlaw
and naow a Fura. MP,

If you wish to attend any of
these meetings, please contact
the Sneial Secretary, Mra
Yargaret Cornvall, at the
address on the c¢nver of the
Wewsletter.

Mra Cornwall will
Social

Please note,
be reaigning as
Secretary after many yeara of
efficient and warthwhile wark
for the Society. We wnuld like
tn take this opperitunity tn
thank her mnat warmly for all
her hard werk. wd .



SOCTETY NEWS

The Marant Lectunre 1985

A substantial and distinguished
audience gathered in
Christchurch Hall, Chelmsford

on Mareh 22 ta hear Paul Drury

give the Third Annual Morant
Lecture, 'Iron  Age & Toman
Egasex: A Personal Review'.

Beginning with his awn

invelvement with the county in
1970, the speaker discuased the
main archaeological findinga of

the past 15 years, most aof them
a product of a very active
period of Rescue Archaenlogy.

Setting these findings against
the natienal thackground, he
demonstrated how Easex
1llustrated a number of the

rethinks that 20 years of
excavations  Thave taught us=:
that pre-Roman Britain was nore
widely veopled and nore
intensively farmed than had
been earlier appreciated; +that

Fome, particularly in its later
centuriea impnsed a siructure
on gouthern England that is
reflected ia field bourdarias
and patterns of s&griculturszl
exploitation; that Saxon
settlements were thimmer on the
ground than had been earlier
asasumed and that a good deal of
the virgin forest they
allegedly cleared for
cultivation had previnusly been

Roman farming land. Roman
Chelmaford and Cnlecheater
Castle were afforded special
gention, reflecting the
speakers own involvement with
excavationg there. The whnle

was genernusly illustrated with
9lides and fallowed by a lively
quesation and snsver sesgion.

It only

needed a ¢cusatonary

3.

F.4.8. feast of enffee,
home-unade cakes anid county
gnssip to complete an enjoyable
and very Fssex evening.

The Mary Rosze Lecture

Somewhat over 250 people were
narboured in the Colcheater
Institute on April 19th to hear
Commander Peter Whitlock of the

Nary Rose Trust give an
illustrated talk on this
celebrated veasel. The
lecture, Jjointly sponsored by
the Colcheater EFngineering
Society and the PF.A.S., fully

vindicated the belief that the
Mary Rose would attract a large
audience and serve to introduce
both bodies $o a wider pubdblie.

Peter Whitleck alse jJustified
his long run from Plymouth by a
paliahed and prafesaional
perfarmance, tntally fitting
the occasion. Himself a naval
histarian, he asteered an
unerring course through the
technicalities of marine
archaenlogy and +the m@pysteries

af Tudar ship-building. The
result was an illustrated talk
that was popular but nowvhere
superfiecial, and anchored in a
wealth nf historical
knnowledge. Few of us will
forget gir Philip Sidney's
regulations for fire prevention
an board ship. ha alwavys with
an experienced lecturer
questinns and answers praoved
quite as informative and
entertaining as the main
course. As the capacity
audience left the hall, a gand
many tacked to starboard to
vigit the new E.A.S5. publicity
display and take a leaflet.
Tine alone will tell what
harvest followa all this bread
upon the waters.
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Roman and Tudor Calchester

On 27th April, the Essex
Archaenlo&ical Society alone
with the Colchester Town CGuides
saw the Culver Street
Bxcavations &t Colchester and
then the Clock HMuaseum
assembled at Tymparleys in
Colchester.

Philip Crummy, Directar of the
Colcheater Archaenlogical
Trust, deseribed the Culver
Street development and the
excavationsa, whilast his
gsaliatant Geoffrey Carter taok
us raund the excavation. The
large soale redevelopment
provides & unique opportunity
to determine the use not Juat
af parte of buildings over a
period, but of whole atreets
gnd the buildings between
them. A main Roman street ran

right daown the line of the
modern atreets in the
development area. The

development involves gaoing down
20 feet or ao tno  provide
parking and aervice accesa from
a hole to he made jin the Roman

Wall. Excavation will he
possible in the Roman Wall area
right under an existing
roadway, with the excitement ef
avoiding the usual obstacles
gauch as pipes. The main

object ia ta rvecord the usage
of the aresa at the time of the
Raman Fortress, the colonmy that
wags developed after 1t, and in
the perind following the
Boadicea reveolt, all before the
Pulldozers ¢omplete their work.

To asasist in this recording, a
Philips P2000C microcomputer is
being wused whieh can arrange
the data in variocus ways, e.g.
by rhase. The presence of
remains at various levela from

being

different perinds presents a

somewhat intricate pattern
to unravel, except far the
presence of charred strata
indieating Bonadicea's
activitye. We were shown a
aubatantial Roman hruse af

about 200 AD, with tesselatad
floors, a hypoacaust, and baking
nvens, the fonundations of a
large aisled building which may
have been a church in the Romarp

eras; the site of a Roman
Cohart's quaters; and, most
delightful, the head ef a
panther in Greek marble, teeth

bared and ears back; and much

more hesides.

then had an
excellient tea at Tymperleys,
while anow began to fall
ovtside. WMark Davia, agsistant
curator of the Cnlchester and
Fasex Museum, then teld us
about Tymperleys and took us tn
seg the elacks left to the town

The party

by Bernard Mason. Tynperlieys
is a building from the 15/16th
century for which the records

have been loat, and now owned
by the Colcheater Counceil. It
was onece the residence of Dr
Gilberd, Physician to
Elizaheth I, and described as
the founder of electrical
science. Finally we savw the
clocks - a basement full aof
“Grandfathers”. In the 18th
century there were aver 100
elack makers in Calcheater.
And X)) ended a nemnrable
oceaaion, attended by -1
considerable number of members.

Joahna Xnowlea.

Attendance at this event was an
large that we were able to make
a donation nof £50 towards the
Culver Street Exeavation.



SOCIEBTY HRVWS

The Rewards of Searching in

LETTERS TO0 THF RDITOR

Duaty Places

Twn members of the EAS, PRoland
and Petricise Smith, returning
with their twn BsBomns from a

cnuference caljed intno an
antigtue shap in
Stratford-on-Avon. There they
found an album af ald
photngraphs, over 200 of them
nf excellent quality,
including three of mills,

Bnland's abiding interest and
hobby, and a picture af Baston
Stump. A finger bYoard showed
the names o»f nearby viliages
antt a magnifying glass revealed
the schaeonl ta be Kirton Board
Schnol. The Lincelnshire
Hecord Qffice identified the
place as Kirton in Hoelland.
The local wvicar when contacted
pzt them in touch with +the
gchoolmaster who invited thenm
tn visit the place and they
handed over the album. Thia
schoolmaaster used the album to
identify cottages, people and
even possibly the manm who tonk
the photographs. Great 1loncal
interest was created and Mr and
Mrs Hmith were invited by the
PCC to =attend a gathering in
Kirton at whieh the album was
handed over ta the County
Archiviats the stary of the
find in Stratfard-on-Aven is
new part of local felklore.

o .
A reconstruct1nn sf the Late 3ronze hge enclosure at Spring-
field Lynna (see Coming FEvents, p. 2)

Dear 3ir,

The spring isaune of the
spcieties mnewsletter is very
disappointing.

There appears to be a lot of
odd eolumn inches blank and the
intercolumnar space wastes 52
of the text area, wvhilat the
miniscule type would do credit
tn the literature of a dubinus
double glazier.

The publication presents a mean
and pineched look and doesz oo
credit tn a leading county
gnciety.

Yours faithfully
M. Astor

Tear Sir

Day=-Labourers priocr in 1800

With acknowledgement to ny
wife, who is too lazy to write
this letter, hew relevant +to
Julian Corawall's reply {Spring

1985) and Elizabeth Sellers
enquiry (Winter 1984) is
Milton'a celebrated sonnet on
his blindpoess "When T c¢nunsider
how my light is  spent..”
(1652), where he protests,

"Dath God exact

light denied"™?

Andrew Phillipsa
“ﬁwﬁ "*w@W=V"

day-labor,
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COUNTY NEWS

Congratulations +to Billericay
Archaenlogical and Historieal
Snciety on being awarded £70 by
the Lleyds Bank Trust for
Independent Archeenlogiats +on
purchase air photgraphs and
waps for a displey panel giving
details of archaenlogical finds
in the area. The display will
be in their headgquarters in Sun

Street, Billericay, a
nineteenth century terraced
house pravided by the local

authority. Altngether the
venture becomes an adzirable
example of  how publicn and
private corporations and local
societies can work together for
the greater good of evervone.

FRBEEERERR RS EFRTER LR %%HERERNE

Maldon Archaeological Group,
together with other local
societies and individuala, are
protesting against plans teo
build on 1lsnd ineluding the
walled garden at the Priary in
Chequers Lane. The
archaealaogists” objections, we
are tnld, is on the bhasis that
the site was originally 'part
of the Carmelite Friary', while
most objectors are oapposed tn
the idea of lasing the unicue
garden (Yellow Advertiser, 15
March 198%). We would like to
kunw mere about this, but
rarticularly what makes this
garden unigue.

FHEREABBEEZFERREXRRAARLEERERRERRES

A naw publishing venture:
Christopher Thompsan, {Phe
Orchard Press, Orsett, BRasex)
has deecided that asg new
Yechnology helps one ta publish
without waiting on others he

should do it. The new press’
first publication, but net his
first, is The Debate on
FPreedom of Speech in the Hause
of Commons in February 1627,
[1I5EN 0 948206 00 24, 24 TP

£2.00 from the abave addreass,
in which he enters iatne a
conteat with Comrad Rusgsgsell.
The first essay in his new
venture is a cogently argusd

claim for the traditianal view
of the importance of
parliamentary events 1in 1621.
Well and clearly produced,
though 2 conformed rieghit-hand
margin would have made the waoark
more attractive, it is an
excellent example of the wvalue
of individual enterprise. Mr
Thompson's venture deserves to
suceceed, and it will grow, for
in the next few weeksz he will
start producing a gseries of
pariiamentary diariea af the
early seventeenth century. We
wish succeas ton this entverprise
and encourage all our readers
to order thia, end subaseauent
warks.

WA RERREXRFREREARE LS RSEREB R

The first number of Eagex
Journal under its new
editorial team has an attszetive
new lay-out and livery. We
cangratulate Ian Anbertann, the
Editor, and encourage all
members to conaider taking out
a sauhaeription. 4 mee-through
nawmoth from the current number
appears an our front cover.



They include the usval ones for
a rural parish nf that perind
such as a farmer,and "an hnonest
poor labourer” bdbut in additinn,
there is mention of a akilled
craftaman and apecialiat
tradea. Same nf these are a
shopkeeper, an alehousekesper,
g vwheelwright and e carpenter
which might be expectad, but
there ia alsn a peruke maker, a
midwife, 8 1linen draper, =a
baaket maker and a lime burner.

William Day was intereated
enough in local events tn
record the more impartant ones,
inserting them amnngst the
beptisms and burials. The main
perind of canal building and
the development of existing
waterwayas took ©place in the
eighteenth century and in 176%
he notes that he was on beard
the firat barge that seiled up
the River Lea and that the
bells of St. Peter's were rung
to mark the occasicn. Of more
domestic interest were the
changes in 1777 ta the rosadway

by the church and the
vicarage. This affected his
yard and c¢oach~housge and the
subsequent erection of the

churashyard fence meant that hia
"necessary house and twa hog
atys had tn be pulled down and
re-arscted”. Entriea which are
reminiscent of Parson
Waodeforde'a diary of the sane
perind.

In the eighteenth century
agriculture was still England's
chief industry and dominated
the country's economie life.
The weather was thersfore of
vital impertance. Towardas the
end of the century the signs of
deterioratien in the climate,
with a sucgesasion af bad

a.

winters and Tpoor sSunmers was
serinusly affecting the quality
and quantity of the annual
cropa. Natienal econcern for
this situatian is reflected in
Williepn Tav's entries. Tates
concerning the extreme weather
are interspread amongst the
baptism entries. Thus in 178%
we ¢an rvead that there was
"along eald and severe winter.
Heavy falls of anov.
Vegetatinon stopped totally.
Everything cut of f in the
garden except Spinnach sown in
August. Lambs very backward
ipdeed. XNon appearance of CGrass
till April 25th t784".

3ix years later a further
weather TrTeport reconrds "An
exceedingly Wet Season. Rain
econtinved from June ta December
after which a long c¢ontinuance
of dry weather indeed without
any Fall of Snow. Rain fell
not until the 9th Day of April
follewing to wit 1790".

On the first page of the third
volume there is medical advice
for those suffering frem gout.
"Dr, Lint in 1785 communicating
ta Sr. Joseph  Banka, who,
published it, for the Penefit
of those afflicted with that
dangerous and painful Disorder
the Gout. The follawing
medicine which effectually and
instantly remeves the Gout from
the stomach - a Teaspoon of
Vitrinlic Ether in an ounce of
Camphor jul {(ep) - with half an
nunce of Pepper~mint”.

Apart from raising the sapirits

and the interest aof the
searcher, guch entries are
valuable evidence far the

attention of the seriocus soncial
and local historians.

Elizabeth lamb
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THE LOST ROMAN VILLA AT

WANSTEAD

The first reference to s Roman
building at Wanstead occurs in
a letter from Smart
Lethieuilier, Lord of the Wanor
of Aldersbrock and a well knawn

antiquarian, to Dr Charles
Lyttleton in 1746. ° He satated
that a tessellatad Roman

pavenent was uncovered during
the planting af trees in
Wanstead Park in 1715. The
pavement was not  completely
uncovered and ne plan of it was
knnwn to exist. It wag
reported %o have ¢nngisted of a
man on horseback bordered with
a wreath pattern and aurrounded
by a rTed barder, the man
appearing to hold something i=n
his hand. South of the
pavement brick foundaticns were
gsaid to have been fournd. Some
years later during further
improvements ta the grounds
aherds or fragmentas of urns,
many hbricks, bones, a silver
medal and twn copper oedals
were uncavered, ane was of the
Emperor Valens the other of
Allectus. The owner af the
land, Sir Richard Child was nst
intereated, the hnle waas

back-filled and its pesition
lost.

Nothing happened for over 200
years until the 1late Eldson
Tuffa, a noted leocal historian,
took up the challenge. He
investigeted in and arcund

Wanstead Park, especially in
the region of the Perch Pond
for about 15 yeara and although
he fround much Roman material he
did not lecate mny structure.
He econcluded that the site lay
in an angle of the Perch Pond.

In 1978 the
presentation

centenary of the
of Fpping Forest

to the peaople of London by
Queen Victoria occurred and the
West Essex Archaenlogical Group
offered its services ian the
celebration. The then
Superintendent Mr Ovist asked
if the Group would endeavour to
locate the Roman remains.

411 of the relevant reports
from the Ordinance Survey,
Record O0ffice and Local Records

were obtained by Mesars. Betts
and Gearze. These were
carefully evalueted together

with Mr. Tuff's report.

In 1983 the Group,
direction of the authar put
down a aeries of trenches in
the acrab ad jacent to the
pipe-line at the west end of
the Perch Pound. Theae resulted
in a large pit being found, it
was about 10 m in diameter and
its base varied from 2 m at the
top of the sleope to 0.5 m on

under the

the .lower 1level of +the - pond
aurround.

The fill c¢onsisted of TRoman
pottery, tile, both reef and
floor, tesserae and a couple of

eoins. Lieing heorizontally in
the lower levels of this pit
was a great deal of painted
wall plaster decorated in many
enlours. A notable amall find
was & small head made of tile
clay fired red. It waas wmade
¥ith ‘finger pinchirng’ for
facial features and combed
lines for the hair.

Other trenches were put down in

the acrub where space
permitted. Some of these were
unfroitful whilat nthers

cantained Roman material. Two
were put to bracket the



It should be borne in mind that these svents are not specifically fumd-raising.
Their purpose is mainly to entertain and inform: they are entirely financially
self-supporting and occasionally they are able to contribute to the funds of
the Society. We consider our chief aim is to pramote the society and gain
recruits in a relaxed and infommal way.

Ken Mabbitt, Chairman

Librarian's Report for 1984-85

The teamwork of the Library Cammittee has continued to ensure that books

are Dewey-spined and accessicned, inter-library loans made without undue delay,
and distribution and sales of Transactions done as eccnamically as possible.
Purchases have been carefully considered by the full Committee.

“For Reference Only" labels have been acguired and affixed to relevant bocks.
Books pre-1800 have been removed to locked cupboards for better security,

and to provide roam for accessions. A large collecticn of Gas Company records
has been housed after cataloguing by our Deputy Librarian, Jean Blowers.

It is hoped to entrust our MSS collections to the new Branch Record Office,
where appropriate, under the care of gualified archivists.

The Librarian has mace it his special duty to be available for researchers
into family history (a growth industry much to be encouraged if intelligently
pursued) and also to make sure they use the resources of the Local Studies
Centre in Colchester Public Library, so important and well-provided as it is,
with opening hours so convenient for all, without preliminary appointment,
save where using microfilms or Mommon fiches is involwved.

2 new Visitor's Bock includes the request to add what the visitor has come for.
This clearly indicates how valuable a centre of research our Library is., Much
remains however for an expert Librarian to do, and a five-year stint is one such
a person would find very rewarding. -

Mn alarming incident was a roof-leak in Library ocne, with expensive damage
to a number of volumes. Fortunately the cost of repairs will be met by insurance.

John Bensusan-Butt, Hon. Librarian
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attended by 60 menbers and was followed by a lecture by ocur own Dr Jennifer Ward
on Scuth Essex in the Middle Ages.

July 21 was a glorious summer day for our visit to Little Wenham Hall, a
picturesque and rare example of a fortified manor house in delichtful surrcundings.
We are extremely grateful to the owner, Major Binney, who not only made our visit
possible but tock us round himself. Fran the Hall we visited the adjacent church
and 16th century tithe bam. After tea at Polstead Village Hall, we visited
Polstead Church where Mr Hines and David Wymark gave us a fascinating account of its
architecture, including its unigque brick arches. From here we crossed the parkland
to Polstead Hall where a memorable day concluded with a tour of the house conducted
by the owners, Mr and Mrs Scott. 4

On September 22 together with the Friends of Historic Essex and the Castle Point
Archasological Group we were given an extensive tour of Coalhouse Fort, which

was built by Gordon of Fhartoum who comanded the Royal Engineers at Gravesend.

The 19th century casemated battery is currently being restored under the Coalhouse
Fort Project. Our tour and visit was arranged by Auvbrey Sawmders, Chairman of the
Project and President of the Friends. The vast qun casemates housed an exhibition
by the Essex Historic Aircraft Association and our tour included a walk along
subterranean tunnels lit only by candles. Tea was taken at the nearby St Catherine's
Church, for which we must thank the Rector the Rev J.A. Branch.

On October 12 a large corpany asserbled at the Blue Boar, Maldon for the Morant Dimner.
The Mayor of Maldon was our guest and kindly displayed the borough's remarkable

mace. The main spedker was Hervey Bepham, the comnty's leading authority on

maritime Essex, who delivered a memorable appeal on its behalf. The meal and

service were equally admirable.

On March 22 the Third Annual Morant Lecture was given by Paul Drury at
Christchureh, Chelmsford, on the subject of Imn 2ge and Roman Essex. The spesker's
long association with archaeological work in the county provided the framework

for his illustrated talk. A full house consumed the traditional refreshments
afterwards.

On April 27 with the Colchester Town Guides we visited the Culver Street
Excavation currently being undertaken by the Colchester Archaeological Trust. A
tour of the site and working areas included a demonstraticn of the computer storage
of information which the 'dig' is picneering. From here we went for tea to
Tymperleys, a much restored Tudor building associated with Dr William Gilkerd,
pianeer of electro-magnetism. This now houses the remarkable collection of over 200
clocks by Colchester clock-makers bequeathed to the town, together with '"Tymperleys'
by Bemnard Mason. Our guide was Mark Davies, Bssistant curator of the Colchester
and Essex Miseum. We are grateful to him and to Philip Crummy, Director of the
Colchester Archasological Trust for hosting a party of over 70 for the aftemnoom.

On May 18 the Society wisits Spains Hall, Thaxted, by kind invitation of
Sir John Ruggles-Brise, Honorary Life President of this Society and for so long
Lord Lieutenant of Essex.

Tharks must go to all those who have helped with these events, not least the
makers of tea and cakes, but above all to Margaret Cormwall, our Social Secretary
who will shortly be standing down after so many years' work for this camittee.



Dr Isobel Thompson; Mr Martin O'Connor as Hon. Treasurer in succession to
Mr Michael Crellin; and Mr John Bensusan-Butt as Hon. Librarian in succession
to Mr John Mead.

The Council

Four Meetings were held, as follows;

July 7th at Colchester, Octcber 27th at Chelmsford, January 5th at Colchester,
March l6th at Chelmsford.

At its first meeting Council set up a Working Party to consider the role and future
of the Society. This is an outline of its recommendations:

1. that the Society's interest in history as well as archaeology should be
recognised by a change of name.

2. that the Newsletter is vital in terms of our service to members; that
its length and socope is commendable but that improvement in format should
be investigated.

3. that 'Essex Archaeology & History' achieves a high standard of presentation,
but that Publications decision to examine costs and format was welcome.

4. that membership could be increased to match the growing interest in
archaeology and local history; that a press/publicity officer would be
advantageous.

Council accepted these propcosals. Following discussion it was wmanimously agreed
to recommend to the AEM that the title of the Scociety should be changed to THE ESSEX
SOCIETY FOR ARCHAFOLOGY & HISTORY. The format of both the Newsletter and 'Essex
Archaeclogy & Historv' have been closely considered by the Publication Cammittee,
Council also sesks a volunteer to act as the Society's Press and Publicity Officer.
In the longer term Council recognises the value of cocperation and the promotion of
Joint activities with other Essex societies concermed with archaeology and history.

Camittees
Publications

The Comittee met on 4 occasions during the year; the Newsletter sub-committee met
an 3 further occasions. During the year Mr V. Gray resigned from the chairmanship
of the committee feeling that it was time for change (and that he needed a rest from
same of his multitudinous labours on the Society's behalf) and Mr W.H. Liddell was
chosen to replace him as chairman. Mr Gray remains a member of the Committee.

The Cammittes determined that the Society's Editor was overburdened with
responsibilities for the production of Essex Archasology and History and appointed
Mr 0. Bedwin to the new post of Assistant Editor: Mr Bedwin also serves as secretary
to the Comittee, succeeding Mr Liddell. Towards the end of the calendar year
volune 15 of Essex Archacology and History was published. Members also received 4
issues of the Newsletter. The Committee has decided to change the format of

Essex Archaeclogy and History from volume 16 which is expected later in 1985. The
Committes is actively seeking support, partienlarly money, for the production and
publication of an index to Essex Archasology and History.

W.H. Liddell, Chairman.
Public Relations

Znother active year by this conmittee has seen some eight events successfully arranged.

On June 2 the Annual General Meeting was held at Ingrave. Prior to the meeting
members visited the church where the Rector, the Rev Samel Marsden, gave us a history
of this wnusual building. We then went on to the church of Great Warley, a
remarkable example of "art nouveau" built in 1804. In the afternoon the AGM was




ESSEX ARCHAFOLOGICAL SQOCIETY

ANNUAL, REPORT 1984-85

Presidential Report May 1985

This has been an encouraging year for the Society. Our membership is up. Our
income is up. Our Council contains a wealth of experience and expertise in the
broad area of Essex archaeology and history. Several new Officers have taken

over responsibilities carried out over many years by long-serving predecessors. A
Working Party of the Comncil has considered our future and has recommended a change
in the name of the Society (see below). Four Newsletters (renamed Essex Archaeclogy
& History News) have reached members and, despite rising costs, we are seeking
inprovements in both size and presentation. WVolure 15 of 'Essex Archaeclogy &
History' is the largest since 1978 and was published in January less than a year
after Volume 14, underlining cur determination to provide a regular service to
mewoers, A full programme of events has been arranged, sometimes in conjunction
with other bodies and attendance over the last twelve months has been very
encouraging. Indeed at times nurwbers have risked being too large. Our library

at Hollytrees continues to offer its services to menmbers and cutside enquiries

and our Library Committee continues to inprove the library and update its contents.
A1 this is goed and a credit to those responsible over the past year.

I feel however bound to offer cne warning to members: too much is being done by too
few, This is a familiar cry in any organisation but sometimes there can be
critical consequences. May I highlight two areas?

The pending resignation of Margaret Commwall, who for so long has acted as Social
Secretary and coordinated our programme of visits and outings, will leave a large
gap. As you read this, can you suggest - better still organise - one event next
year that members might enjoy? This will make it far easier to find a successor to
Margaret and be an encouragement to our Public Relations Committee. Secondly,
distribution. If we had mailed 'Essex Archaeclogy & History' to all members the
cost would have exceeded £400. Consequently they were, where possible, delivered
by hand. We need volunteers from all parts of the county to help with this work
next time. Likewise our gquarterly Newsletter. These have to be put in envelopes,
stamped and posted. Anyone can do this. A sizeable working group could do it in
an hour. It is wrong to leave it to three people. Volinteers can phone or write
to me or to our Secretary, lesley Cooper.

One final piece of news. At the last AGM we recorded our sadrmess at the death of
Jaohn Bennett, our oldest merber and a former Librarian and Treaswrer of the Society.
We have since leamt that Mr Bemnett has left E500 to the Society towards the
publication of 'Essex Archaeclogy & History'. This is a most generous bequest and
the Publication Conmittee will be dedicating Volume 16 to John Bennett's memory.

A.B. Phillips, President,

Membership

On May Ist 1985 we had 425 members, not including partly-paid subscriptions. At
the same date in 1984 there were 394 and in 1983 (prior to a rise in subscription)
450,

The Officers

At the 1984 AGM Mr Andrew Phillips was elected President in succession to =
Mr William Liddell; Mrs Lesley Cooper as Secretary to Council in succession to
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Parizh reeisters; St. Peter':
Church, Roydnn. (FRO TS
60/1/28%%)

Searching through parian
regiatera for demographic da=zas
or for genealogical reaear:n
can be a time-conauniag and
tedinous task. How welcome then
to find a register clearir
written and well —presented,
with details beyond the
atatutory requirements. The
registers af St. Peter'z,
Raydon contain nany
intereating commenta,
gapecially in the eighteen-h
century.

¥illiam Day was the incumbent

from the middle of the centurz

ard continued in office in%tae
the nineteenth. His ecarefai
and clearly written entrieg
record not only the names and

dates af those buried but alan

their ages. In unuszual nr
exceptional circumstances the
cause of death iz alsas given.
Several drawninpgs are uanted,
mostly of adult males, but ane
was a boy of eleven years'
nld. Oue man, aged 72 yearz,
was drowned in the RBivrer
Start. Yat anather, Thoras

‘Lord Esa., "citizen nf London,
was accidentally drowned in a
Diteh aof Water called Wardylke
in Enfield Marsh." He was alison
T2 years of age. Tven more
distresasing must have been tha
death of a Charles BSmith «hn
was "crushed to death by a
millwheel.”"Foul play must have
heen suspected in the case af
an e¢ighteen gyear old whn diezd
in 1812 “net without suspicion
of being murdered by William
Sterling with a sickle in a
field called Harsecroft”. is
to be axpected in an age before
the widespread grawth af
knowiedge of medicine and

hygiene, there are the
inevitable recording of deaths
after childbirth. The longest+

and medically mast interestina

entry, is in '7A2 when a menbher
nf the lacal gentry famils
died. "Charles Yansan

ffentlemen was bit by a mpad dos
an Gaod PFriday wve 20th Yarch.

continpued apparently well untfil
the Jrd May. was seized abous
¥ine a'"elock while eatina

Supprer with a atopoage in *his=
throst, being the exact tine He
firat received the unhappyr
infection which caused his
miserable Death on the “ith.,
was buried ¥May the 10th in the
church. aged 13 yearsa.

There were only a few reconrded
samallpox victims. Two of these

aceurred in 1742 and & Ffurther
one in 1750, The latter, a
waoman, had come nut nf

Fammersmith and died in Rovdon
parish. ’

baptiams the Rev.
thase of his

Amongst the
Wm. Tay enterad
own grandchildren, barn to his
daughter, Mary, who had bheen
married in St. Peter’'s tn the
Rev. Philip BRatteson, Cleri n®
the parish aof St. Highael,
Queenhith (siec), TLenden. Hg
carefully notes, tra, the leas
foartunate c¢hildren who were
hnrn nut af wedlock and
nccasionally names the putative

father. An interesting exanmple
is that of “James, saon of
Charlotte Page, illegitimate,
the reputed Father Thns,
Gardener, a dissenting
Teacher"”., Ta there a hint here
of added censure because the

father was a dissenter?

In the earliest entriesz of the
century William Day's
predecessnr recaorded the
necupations of those he buried.



A ROYAL WELCOME TO ESSEX
UNIVERSITY
On May 17th the OQueen wvisited

Colechester to open the new
District Hospital and tour the
Univeraity of Essex. One
wonders if she had been briefed

about the experience of her
great-great grandfather. In
April 1856 Prince Albert

visited Wivenhoe House, now the
University of Easex Conference
Centre, to lunch with its
owners, John Curdon Rebow. Our
illustration shows the

S T R APARLS ¢ -@_\ i
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Illustrated London News'
version of his arrival. At the
suggestion aof the maynr of
Colchester the Prince and  his
escort made the journey on
horseback, preceded by nearly
300 1loyal gentry and farmers
alsa on horseback. The day was
dry and they rode into the
wind. Unfortunately no one had
watered the dirt road that
they took. The Prince and his
party travelled there and back
in a choking c¢loud of dust.
Prince Albert never visited
Colchester again. WNor, despite
geveral invitations, did Queen
Victoria.



pnaition shown by Mr. Tuffs angd
these contained a diteh that
had HRoman opottery and much
tesserae including many that
had meortar atill attached.

Apart from the finds a profile
survey by Measra. Beitts and
Hemmings defined both the
modern and the Roman langd
levels and elimated fears that
the upcest from digging the
ponds had Dburied the HRoman
levels. Thia material must
have Ybeen place elsewhere hence
the Roman items being found
scattered over a wide ares.

The ariginal repart states ihat
the remains were found north of
a spring that waz exploited %o
form these pondas. One af the
rangers thought that the szpring
roge about 2/3 of the way
towards the east end af the
Ferch Pond so the following
aeasnon & systematic¢ search was
carried out parallel to the
north side of the Perch Fond.

Wanstead House in 1783,

1.

These trenches disclosed odd
patches of Roman material
mostly buildinmg rubble, and a
small pit that contained Roman
pottery end wmay have been =a
burial. They d4id confirm the
Romen level to be about 0.5 m
below present ground levels.

The hot dry summer's effect on

the basically gravel sail
precluded any reaistivity
saurvey. It is intended to try

this spring to do a survey.

The finds will be
with the Passmore Edwards
Museum, some of the painted
plaster, bduilding material =nd
the model head is now  on
display in the new
Archaenlngical Gallery. We

thank them for their help and
ezxpertise d4in ©preserving this
material. The pottery recovered
to date varies from the second -
to the fourth century A.D.

deposited

F. R. Clark
W.F.A.G.

fronted by the lake.
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Andrew TPhillips:

TEN MEW AND COLCHESTER.

PUBLIC GOOD AND PRIVATE PROFIT
IN & VICTORIAN TOWN

Civic culture, now on itas last
legs due largely to the lethal
treatment preseribed for 1its
survival, has been tos 1little
considered and recorded, beyond
gome attempta by sgccinlogiats
ta use it to demonatrate their
political theories and by
noveliasts to provide a
pastebrard background for their
romances.

Coelchester, which can today
claim a local literature
equalled by few other towna, is
an exception. Prof. David
Cannadine has c<hosen it ss an
example of eivie ritwal, a

"religion, with the Town Hall
the new church, the paat
worthies the new saints, the
councilleors, aldermen and
{especially) the mayor the new
priests, their rnbes the
vestoents, their high-flown

semi-sacred 1language the new
Aiturgy and the civie pagesnts

the new services (Past and
Present, PFebruary 1982). The
warkings eof this system, during
the last Fears it atill
waorked, I atteupted to analyse

in 1964 1in my Two Cheers for
the Town Hall.

Fow the soneciety'as Preasident,
Andrew Phillips, who is head of
the Schosl of Humanities at the
Colchester Tnstitute, has taken

the story ‘Vvack te Viectarian
timesa to brimg %o life the
pioneers of today'a town, the

men who developed the railways

(and failed to develop the
port), rTan the engineering,
milling and newvapaper

enterpriaes, established gas
and water aupplies, developed
the seaside resorts and founded

‘service

a public health gervice.

The whole rich
dedicatinen and intrigue,

story of
public

and private scheming,
is dnminated by the campaign to
give the town its water
aupply, citlominating in the
erectinon just over a century
agn nof the giant water tower,
Jumbo, which 9till fittingly

dominates the town, & monumpent
ta that age, Just a3z the ornate
Tanwn Hall remains a memorial af
the "Augustan" age celebrated
by Cannadine.

Ten Men were a mixed
bunch, comprising the timber
merchant William Hawkins and
hia younger brother Charles;
two newspaper proprietors, John
Taylor and John Bawtree
Harvey; two Tawn Clerka,

®.R. Philhrick and Henry Jones;
James Paxman the engineer,
Wilson Marriage the miller,
James Wiecka the wvwine wmerchant,

Phillips®

and finally ane engineer,
Peter Schuyler 3Bruff, surely
the most versatile and

fascinating of all the county'sa
19th century charactersa, whno so
richly deservea a full-scale
biography and whao a0
perversely failed to leave the
personal material needed for
that purpese.

They were all in their way
extraordinary men, and they are
all braought to life
brillisntly. Theie actions and
attitudes are described with a
zest and panache that take the
reader back into the very heart
of an age which seems as remote

as it was in fact recent. The
combination of such deep
regearch and auch lively
writing makes this baok a real
tour-de-force. It wmust, I
think, he unique and likely to
remain 30. Finally, haw



fartunate Essex is to have a

Recard Office prevared to
extend 1ite many servicea tn
local hiastory to the

publication of material of auch
merit and value.

Hervey Benham.
HBEFRS TR I REFFEETREREFEETEEER RS

Waltham Abbey Higtorical
Scciety produces most excellent
hooklets. I particularly wvalue
Raymnond Cassidy's Copped ¥all,
A Short Hiastary and lnok
forward to the publication of
that or the ©building im the
days of its glory later this
yesar. The Sonciety's Reports
are even mnre invaluable. The

twa latesat, Waltham Abbey
Church Fxcavationa, 1984; An
Interim Report by Peter
Huggins, who edited that
excellent volume 10 of Essex
Archaenlngy and History, and
Waltham Abhey Church

Restoration {2nd Report) by Yen
Bascombe. Peter Huggina puta
forward the interesting idea
that Harold's Church might have
been built with a ambulatory
and apse and thus the first in
this country. The evidence he
presents js most illuminating.
Ken Bascomdbe's report is full
end clesrly useful 1live all his

work. The boaoklets ars
available from Epping Forest
Distriet Museum, Sun Street,

¥altham Abbey.

REXAERAFA A AR FRR BB RAEREFRRFRAERBRS

Stephen Nunn of the Maldon
Archaeclogical Group heas now
produced He.B8 of the Malden
Archaenlogical Series on
Beeleigh Abbey and the

Carmelite Friary. This aow
completes  the chronnlngical
set and a combined series may
soon be aveilable.

P LR PR R LRSS SRR S S S AL AL S
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IN BRIBFuiuincuasnavvnnnanaanass

One-wveek Course:

3rd - 10th August 1485;:

LATIN AND PALAEOGRAPHY FOR
LOCAL HISTORIANS

Residential study=-courae at

Univeraity of Keele; four
seminars ranging from:
Introduction to Latin
Documents: Recorda of 14th
Century lacal community;
Manorial Recordas; the FPublic
Record Office and the Lacal

Historian.
Details from:-

Brian Trelfall,
Courase Adminiastrator,
Aduwlt Bducatian,

The University,
Keeles,

Staffordshire,

3T5 5BG.

THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR

LOCAL HISTORY has 8 new
address:

The Mill Manager's House,
Cromford Mill, Cromford,

Matloeck, Derbyshire DF4 3RQ.

£5 aubgeription, payable on 1
January. The new isaue of the
newsletter, Loeal History Wews
na.6, has several references to
work going on in Fasex.

POPULAR ARCHAROLOGY has a Dew
address: ¥Yallis=s Hause, 57
Vallis Rosd, Frome, Somerset
BA11 3EG; tel. Frome (0373}
735220,
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ESSEX BOOK LIST

Colin PLATT.

MEDIEVAL BRITAIW FROM THE
AIR.George Philip & Somn Ltd.,
1984. Air phetoa, black and
white: including Pleshley,
Thaxted, Hadleigh Castle, 35St
Gsyth Abbey, Layer Marney.
Uaea the photos %o iliustrate
anerrative of the social history

of medieval Britein, through
its architecture. Each
illustration has detailed
explanatory caption, and is
dated.

J. C. MOFFET.

The generation of
archaenlagical excavatinn

camputer databases. BULLETIN
OF THE INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY
t9 (t982), 127-146. Describes
research program in progresas
using Mucking exzcavation dsata:

tilen used as examplea.
Clearly described explanationn
of attempt to manrage larae
amounts of material.

Sue BROWNE.

Investigatinnsa inta the
evidence for postcranial

variation in Bos oprimigenius
{Bojanus) in Eungland and the
problem of its differentistinn
from Bison vpriscus {Bojanua).
BULL. INST. ARCHAEROL. 20
{1983), 1-42. 'Bones from
selected Hoxnian and Ipswichian
aites are compared metrically
with samplea of recent European

cattle and bison and with a
large sample of Bison priscus
from Devensian depnaits .
Wotes alsno on the sites. Essex
bones from Clacton, Grays,
Uphall (Ilford).

P. J. DRURY.

Joseph Rose genior's gite

workshop at Audley End, Bssex:

aspectas af the
decorative

develapment of

nlagter-work
technology in Britain during
the 18th century. ANTIQUARIRES
JOURNAL 64/ (1984}, 62-8%3,

Jacgui PEARCE.

Getting a handle on medieval
pnttery. LONDON ARCHAEOLOGIST
5/1 (winter 1984), 17-23.
Study of the ways handles were

applied to medieval jugs in
attempt to identify
‘trademarksa’ of groups af
pottera vorking within an
industry: includes Mill Green
ware.

Rosemund CLEAL.

The Reolithic in eastern
Eangland. In Richard Bradley &
Julie Gardiner, eds., NFOLITHIC
STUDIES: A REVIEW OF SOME
CURRENT HRESRARCH, PAR PBritish
Seriea No. 133 {1084),
135-1%8. TIncludes distributian
maps of pottery types.

P. J. DRURY. et al.

The temple of Claudius at
Colchester recnngsidered.
ERITANNTA 15 (t984), T-S0.
Report aof 1977 excavatinn and
earlier work by Laver and Hull.

Gillian BRAITHWAITE.
Romano-British face potas and
head pots. BRITANNIA 15
(1984), 99-131. The face pets
include a Calchester regionsl
ZToup.

Ts M. WILLIAMSONX.

The Roman countryside:
settlement and agriculture in
NW Fsaex. RRITANNIA 15 f1984),
225=-230. Intensive fieldwark
arncund Littlebury Green
indicates here that 'the



nedieval settlement pattern
Bppears to be a divect
development of that established
by the end of the Iron Age’.
Mike CORBISHLEY.

4 Raman graffite fram Esaerx.
BRITANNIA 15 {1984), 23R-0.
From villa im St ©Oysth Prior

Park.

Martin HENIG.

Anber amuletsa. BRITANHNIA 15
{1984), 244-86. One from Butt
Raoag Reoman cenetery,
Colchester.

P. R. SEALEY & G. M. R. DAVIES.

Falernian wWine at Roman
Colchester. BRITANNIA 15
f1084), 250-254. Short study

based on painted ingscription on
an amphora in Celchester &
Easex YWuseum.

Iaobhel Thompson

Neil Andrew COOKSONW,

Roemana-British mnsaics. A
reassesament and criticue of
s0me nnotaeble gtrlistice

affinities.

BAR British series 136 (1984).

£20. Two aims, {(a) critical
reassegsment of affinity in
atyle, (b) to find explanations

of obzerved distributinos and
affinities other thanm those »°
the organisation of mosaiciats,

ji.e. 'those which acceunt for
the rnle of other persons in
anciety or establish a
background of sequence and

traditinon'.

Pat FAULKIZR, ed.

Waltham and Wanatead: Walthan
Abbey church; the 1lnst Raman
villa at Wanstead’. POPULAR
ARCHAEROLOGY April 1985, 44,
Shert repoerts nn work of
Haltham Abbey Historical

Society during restoration of
the abbey church, and 1883 wark
by West Tssex Archaenlogical
Group at Wanstead.

1=

Christopher WORTON

Medieval tin-glazed painted
tiles in north-west Europe.
MEDIRVAL ARCHAELOLOGY an
(tasa), 133-172. A21  known
examples discussed: including
thoae from Hadleigh Caatle and

Colchester (fig. 5)- Tetailed
discusgion of French
production; English examplea
related to Netherlands. Na

other Britiah
knovwn.

examnles 3o far

Susan M YOUNGS,
T B BARRY
Wedieval Britain & Ireland in
19R3. MEDIEVYAL ARCHARQLOGY 2=
{1a984). Rssex, 7p. 217=218:
Chelmafnord, Rarlaeigh, Audley
End house, Southchurch Hall,
Springfield Lyons, Orzett
'Cock', Tolleshunt d'Arey.

John GCLARK and

A M BURNETT, ed.
COIN HOARDS FROM ROMAN RRITAIN

vol 4. HBritish Museum Occ.
Paper HNo. 43 ({1984). Hoard
repnrta include Fast Merses,
P. 30244,

J M FLETCHER & M C TAPPER
Medieval artefacts and
structures dated by
dendrachronnlogy. MEDIEYAL
ARCHAEOLOGY 28 (19847,
112-132. Dates for a wide ranpge

nf oak products ob%tained at
Oxford over 15 years: excavated
objects, furniture, buildings,
ete., from 3. Britain and
Flanders- Excavated structures
include a post from Plesher
Castle; buildings covered a
rroject to date developmenta in
timber framing. Cresaing
Rarley DRarn and Wheat Rarn
dates show Hewett's estinates
ta be only about 20 years early
{p. 22}: they have an important
ehronological pogition. The
dendro datea are 'before 1229°
and *1275-85" respectively.
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REW PUBLICATIONS

George HARPER

Harley Maegna ta Great Warley
The Dickens Publishing Company
£6.50

Anon
Forest School 18%4-1984
From Forest School, Snareabrank

CRAWLEY R. J.
The Years Between 1909-1969
Yol 2: The Essatern FWational

Story from 13830
Oxford Publishing Company
£11.95

WAKELING A. L.

David MOTT

100 Timber Belfires of Fassex
31, Canrad Road
Stanford-le-Hape

£1.00

Kenneth FARRIES
Essex Windmills,

MillWrights
Vol 4: Parishes F=%

Balmoral Publishirg
£12.00

Millers and

LIBRARTY NOTES

Brightlingaea Echoes of the MOSWELL

Past :

Scribe Publishing The Hollytrees Library has 2z

£3.95 nzeful ecollection of Acts of
Pariisament 1698-1932, of which

NEWMAN E. a Catalogue can be supplied far

Memories of a Bygone Age
(about Colchester)

Auntoprint Publishing Company
£4.75

Gordon XINSEY

Aviation Fiight Over the
Eastern Counties

Terance Daldon, Lavenhan

£11.95

COOK K. G.

The History of Norsey Wood
Bgaildan Distriet Council
£0.50

Robin HARDING
VYintage Steam Cwners and

Operators of the Colne ﬁalley

Area

Halastead & Diatrict Histnrical
Society

£2.75

50p (Send an s.a.e. suitable
for A4 if you apply by poat}.

But here is a little puzzle for
Fou.

A1l the (1B Acts "for ecleansing
and meking navigable the
Channel from the Hythe at
Colcheater to Wivenhae, in the
County of Essex”, renewed every
twenty years, neminate very
intereating liats of
Commissionrers “together with
the ILnrds of several Manors of

Noawell, Alresfard, Wivenhnoe,
Fingringhoe, East Donyland and
West Donyland™. QUESTION!
Where 4s WOSWRLL? Is East
Mersea meant? But that is much
beyond %the limits of the Act.
Dnes anyone know the answer?

It has already defeated several
pundita.



NEWS OF MEMBERS

We welcome the following new menbers who have joined since
the last issue went to press:-

Mr P Crauwford Mr & Mrs W J Turner
Great Clacton Bicknacre, Woodham Ferrers
Miss P Dow Wrs R Wagstaff
Dedhan Hatfield Peverel
Mr R Slatter Mr & Mrs R E West
Withanm Doddinghurst
Mr & Mrs H H Lockwood Mr & Mrs C Lewis
I1ford Frinton-on-Sea
Mr P Symonds Mrs B J Wright
Colchester Leigh-on-Sea

HONORARY OFFICERS:-

Secretary to Council: Social Secretary: Membership Secretary:
Mrs L Cooper Mrs M Cornuall Mrs O Daynes

46 Fairleigh Drive 2 Orchard Close Burrs

Leigh-on-Sea _ Copford Green Abbess Roothing

Essex SS9 ZJA Colchester CO6 1DB Ongar - Essex CM5 OPA
Southend-on-Sea 712038 Colchester 210686 White Roding 273

Librarian and Deputy Librarians:

Mr J Bensusan-Butt Mr J Skudder Mrs J Blowers
31b Lexden Road 25 Lexden Road 22 Priory Street
Colchester West Bergholt Colchester

c03 3PX Colchester C06 3BT €01 204
Colchester 74758 Colchester 24035 Colchester 865612

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

Single membership E7-50 | Local societies, libraries, museunms,
Joint Membership £10-00 schools, colleges and Extra-mural
Student Membership £4-00, or £2-00 education groups may subscribe to
without Essex Archaeology & History. | the Society's publications.

ENQUIRIES about Missing or defective publications and about the supply
of recent back numbers to; The Administrative Secretary:
Mrs J E Sellers 1 Chignall Road Chelmsford CM1 2JA Chelmsford 355260

y3g aunp 13up
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J stands for Jumpo, tho Radicals’ pride,
Object of awe to the whole country side.

But as for the cheap and the constant supply,
1t remains still adjourned till *“ the sweet by and

by.
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EDITORIAL 1

What's in a name?

The title we have borne for over 130 years — the
Essex Archaeological SBociety - and borne proudly too,
was changed at the last Annual General Meeting. We
are now called the Essex Scciety for Archaeology and
History.

It was 2 difficult decision to take for who would
change a great name willingly? The former name
expressed our intentionsg firmly when the Society was
formed ~ the systematic recording and study of
antiquitiegs. We considered that the Society's aimsg
and publications had changed to the extent that
another name would better reflect our work. We also
thought it possible that the old title failed to
attract people who did not realise the full range of
the Society's interests in History, Archaeology and
Congervation.

As Goethe said:

'Names are but noise and smoke,
Obgecuring heavenly light,'

The Society hag not changed: only the title. We
are the same congregation of friendly people interested
in all agpects of the past, '

. 'That which we call & rose
By any other name would smell as sweet.,'®

This is probably the last Editorial I shall write for
the Newsletter. The Essex History Fair which the
Society has nourished to the point of birth on B June
next year needs the congtant attention from an
earnest male midwife and I have been elected te the
job., The two jobs together are too demanding for one
man,



2

A new Editor will bring changes but this is a time
of necessary change -~ and change can only be for
the better. You will have noticed that our new
house-style has been loat - but only because of
production difficulties with this volume ~ our
improved change will return in the next issue,

It has been fun, There haas been great pleasure in
geeking the right words. Yet the time is right to go.

'Tismiss the old horse in good time,
Lest he fail in the lists and the
gpectatorg laugh.®
SOCIETY PROGRAMME FOR THE REST OF 1985

21 September. Hatfield Peverel Church and Priory

Meet at 2.30 pm at the Priory.

Half a mile south of Hatfield Peverel,
58W of the Maldon Road B1019 at TL797109,

Charge for admission: £2. Please be
sure to book with Mra M Cornwall beforehand.

11 October. The Morant Dinner

At the Qld Plough, Bulphan
7.15 for 7.45 Cost: £10.75
Speaker:; Stan Newens, MEP, and
strong supporter of the Society

Members wigshing to book for the dinner are particularly
requested to contact:

Mrs M Cornwall
2 Orchard Close
Copford Green
COLCHESTER

CO6 1DB

02068- 210686

COME AND CELEBRATE THE SOCIETY'S NEW NAME.



SOCIETY NEWS 3

Upward of 30 members gathered expectantly on Saturday
18 May at Spains Hall, the delightful home of our Life
President, Sir John Ruggles-Brise.

Sir John himself welcomed us and, standing on a large
stone, described the hcuse and its 1637 drainpipes,
winners of a heritage award of 1977. We were alsgo
introduced to Henry, who modelled the 100 year old
coachman's outfit, silver-buttoned with the family
crest and reinforced below with doeskin to keep out
inclement weather.

Entering the house we began in the Large Hall, surrounded
by paintings of Sir John's forebears, many of which have
been lovingly restored in recent years. Family heir-
looms included a brags slave collar and a set of auto-
graphed letters from almost every Prime Mnister since
Walpole. We then divided into two groups to be taken
round the house by Sir John and his butler, Mr Norton.

Outstanding memories include lovely furniture,
Hepplewhite, Sheraton and Regency; several 17th century
tapestries and a canopy bed once owned by Queen Char-
lotte, the bedspread to which is now in the state apart-
ments of Windgor Castle. In the Long Corridor, along-
side a full-sized Chapman and Andre map of Essex, a
view can be obtained of the fine roof timbers supported
by their 15th century king post. Throughout the house
portraits, primnts and memorials recall the achievements
of many members of the Ruggles-Brise family, including
Sir John himself, during his 20 years as Lord Lieutenant
of Essex.

A tour of over an hour concluded with hame-made teas
and the freedom to walk round the gardens and the main
rooms of the house. Our thanks go to S8ir John and his
gtaff for go memorable an afternoon, not least for
their forbearance in missing the greater part of the
Cup Final.
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THE MYSTERY OF THE MISSING MANSION

In the museum collection there are twe paintings on canvas.,
They were rolled up but are 17 feet high. They depict
Venus ordering the armour of Aeneas from Vulcan, and Venus
giving the armour to Aeneas. This is my interpretation:
they might, of coursge, be the earlier story of Achilles
and the arms of Thetis ag recounted in the Iliad. The
paintings are good, almost very good, quality and might

be dated c¢1740, The borders are much damaged, but
sufficient remains to show that one painting at least

went above a staircase, It is clear therefore that they
came from & very large house. 1 consulted my pre~
decessor, who only knew that they were already in the
museum when he was appointed in 1926. It also seems
unlikely that they came from other than a hcouse in Essex,
or merhaps South Suffolk, as the museum has substantially
rursued a policy of making only local acguisitions,

We have consulted a number of national authorities, but
so far without success., What we need therefore is a
very large 18th century house, demolished or modified
prior to 1926, It seemsy very possible that paintingg

of gsuch quality may have been mentioned in a local guide
book or similar source. The following is the list

given in 'The Destruction of the Country Housze' by

Roy Strong et al 1975, and since it is just possible
that Rex Hull was mistaken, all dates of demolition

are included,

Albyns 1954 Fremnells 1954 Lofts Hall 1938
Belhus 19356 Gidea Hall 1930 Marks Hall 1951
Belmont Castle 1944 Great House, Rolls Park 1553
Leytonstone ¢19205
Birch Hall 1954 Great Sir Hughes c1930 Shortgrove 1968
Copped Hall 1916 Great Nelmes c¢1952 Skreeng c1920
Copt Hall ¢1920 Hallingbury Flace 1922Stubbers 1958
Debden Hall 1938 Hill Hall 1971 Thorndon Hall 1878
Easton Lodge 1949 Langford Grove 1952 Weald Hall 1950
Felix Hall 1939 Ligton Hall ¢1951 Wivenhoe Hall
Foreat Hall 1957 cl925

Now, can some local hisgtorian please help? We will offer
a Dook token for £10 for an adequately proven answer.

D T-D Clarke, Museum Curator, Colchester



RECENT WORK OF THE CQUNTY ARCHAEQLOGICAL SECTION

In March the Historic Buildings and Monuments Ommission
for England confirmed those projects for which grants
were to made during the 1985-6 financial year. In line
with the Commigsion's current poliey the emphasis was
upon grants for post excavation work to enable projects
to be completed. In addition grants were agreed for
further excavation of the early Saxon cemetery and later
Saxon settlement at Springfield Lyons, for continued
survey as part of the Hullbridge/coastal project, and

for aerial photography. Subsequently contingency grants
were agreed for excavation in Chelmsford at 23 Grove Road
and in Kelvedon at the Doucecroft develropment site.
Summaries of the work at these sites and others excavated
during the first half of the year are given helow.

Heybridge, Lofts Farm (dir. N Browa)

Excavation of a Late Bronze Age double ditched sub
rectangular enclogure wag carried out in advance of sand
extraction., A complete plan was cohtained and showed it
to be approximately 50 x 50 m, bounded by two slight
ditches, of ¢ 1m and p.30 - 0.50 m width, 1 m apart
with a single east facing entrance. Internal features
included the postholes of a large ¢ 10 m diameter
central round house and associated pits. The pottery
and other finds parallel those from the Springfield
Lyons enclosure, and the oppomnity exists to compare
two types of broadly contemporary enclosures, Other
ogccupation wasg confined to a scatter of Neclithic pits
yielding flintwork and Mildenhall style pottery, and
elements of a Roman field system, OQutside the enclos-—
ure a w ell was excavated producing a large quantity of
well stratified Darmsden-Linton style mwttery from its
upper fill, and waterlogged wood, some of which was
worked and jointed, from the lower levels, This site
was investigated with the members of the Maldon Arch-
aeological Society.

Agheldham Camp {(dir. C Bedwin)

Agsheldham Camp is a univallate 'hill-fort', about
3.5 ha in extent situated in the middle of the Dengie
peninsula, It is a Scheduled Monument and in March
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and April trial excavations were carried out with the
agbjective of preparing a scheme for future management
of the site.

Sections through the defences showed that the ditch
was 3.6 m deep, 11.0 m wide at the top and 3.5 m
wide at the bottom. There was a single, massive re-
cut, making the ditch wider, though shallower. The
bank appears to have been rivetted with wooden posts
at the front, Beneath it was a well-preserved old
land surface from which samples were taken for soil
and pollen analysis. Pottery from this buried soil
consisted of flint-gritted early Iron Age sherds.
This material, together with a single, flint-gritted
sherd from a few centimentres above the ditch floor
indicates an early Iron Age date for the construction
of the hill fort. The date of the ditch re-cut is
less certain, though it is definitely post-Roman.

The interior of the Camp was shown to have been exten-
sively disturbed by 19th and early 20th century gravel
quarrying, so that only about 10% survived. However,
a number of features were found in thege undisturbed
areas, including post-holes and pits of early and
middle Ilron Age date. One pit contained middle Iron
Age pottery in its upper layer and what appears to be
large, unabraded sherds of heavily flint gritted early
Neolithi¢ pottery in its lower layer, in a matrix of
charcoal and charred grain, If the latter material is
indeed early Neolithic, rather than an extremely
unugual middle Iron Age vesgel {a radio carbon date is
awaited), then this grain deposit should provide the
nost complete information so far obtained about early
Neolithic crops in Essex.

The combination of information from thege trial trenches
plus the detailed contour survey that preceded excav-
ation has enabled the archaeclogically intact areas to
be plotted with reasonable precision. In addition to
the final publication report & separate report is being
prepared for the HBMC outlining the future managment
requirements.



Kelvedon (dir. P Clarke)

It is section policy to exemine all available sites
in Kelvedon prior to their development to advance
understanding of the Iron Age settlement and Roman
town of Canonium. Since October 1984 two further
gites have been excavated.

Sawyers Yard Site

Two trenches (12 x 6 m and 4 x 4 m regpectively) were
excavated between 20 m and 40 m from Kelvedon High
Street frontage prior to redevelopment to test the
hypothesis that the northern sgide of the defensive
ditch to Roman Canonium crosgsed the site. The area of
the larger trench had been disturbed by a 19th century
sandpit and both areas by other modern features.

There was no trace of the ditch or of any other Homan
features and this, linked with the sparse-ness of finds,
suggests that the area was outside the enclesed town
area,

Doucecroft Site

Excavation in advance of Phase 1 of a new housing
development was undertaken in an area to the west of
the High Street, Features recorded include two enc-
losures, two round houses and agsociated pits belong-
ing to the Middle to Late Iron Age; no Roman features
were located. This evidence taken with that from a
site ¢ 250 m to the west where late Iron Age round
houses were alse identified suggesis a fairly exten-
give LPRIA settlement to the north east of the area
later to become the Roman town,

Chelmsford Grove Road (dir., B Milton)

Excavation since March has been undertaken at a small
re-development site situated in the area of the south east
corner of the mansion. The positions of the south and
east walls of the building have been confirmed, as have

a number of internal wall lines. The foundation

trenches to both wallsg were ¢ 0,7 to 0.8 m wide and

¢ 0.1 m deep with vertical sides and flat bottoms.

Where not robbed cut they were Iilled with large

sqptaria modules, sealed by a layer of smaller
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septaria and mortar rubble. Four later buttresses
were positioned along the line of the excavated
length of the east wall, &ratigraphy over the
south-east corner of the building was generally poor
but increases in depth to the north.

Rochford Hall (dir. D Andrews)

Five small trenches were excavated to sample the
gtratigraphy in the barns and trenches dug for the
foundations of a new Golf Professionals! shop were
recorded,

Medieval pottery and medieval cut features leave no
doubt that the Hall is on the site of the earlier
manorial centre. Indeed, this seems, in its later
phases at least, to have had a moated enclosure
located just inside the line of the existing building,
the foundations of which were found in both the Golf
Club and the barns to be get into the fills of the
earlier features,

The Hall itself was alsc moated, evidence for a moat
having been observed on all but its east side., It has
been demonstrated that at the junction of the west and
south wallg there was an octagonal angle tower. The
internal ground plan seems hot to be so predictable:

at pointg where there should have been walls there
seemed to be none, Quite extensive foundations assoc-
iated with the Hall were discovered during the building
work at the Golf Club. These have not yet been plotted
in relation to the plan of the Hall, but they seem to
represent the south external wall and a structure
adjoining it.

Virtually no occupation deposits or surfaces of any
period except the most recent (ie farmyard and Golf
Club) were discovered., Ground level has been reduced
across the entire gite, no doubt to fill and level

the moat around the Hall, and perhaps also when the
Hall was built to fill the medieval moat. This means
that the archaeoclogical potential of the gite is rel-
atively poor, though evidence for deeper features and
substantial buildings is preserved. Artefacts are not
numerous, The medieval pottery seemed to date from the
late 13th to the e arly 15th centuries, but the pottery



of the Rochford area is not yet well known. There

were almost no finds of the period from the 16th to
late 18th centuries.

It is hoped to carry out a further short season of
exploratory work in summer 1985 to investigate an
area of archaeological potential in the barns, and

to locate the south-east corner of the Hall and what
may have been the site of a gatehouse on itsgsouth side.

Alresford, Broomfield Plantation (dir. O Bedwin)

Three ring ditches and other features were excavated

in advance of sand extraction. Each ring had a diameter
of ¢ 8 m and contained a single shallow central grave,
There were no grave goods and no bone survived, but

the size of the ring ditches is closely matched by
dated Saxon burials.

Dave Buckley

THE SIGNAL HOUSE, FOULNESS ISLAND
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Introduction

An unoccupied cottage at Court End was recently studied.
A building called the 'SIGNAL HOUSE' is shown in the
pesgition of the cottage on a map of Foulness made by
John Grist in 1801, The Planning Office Historic
Building Section, County Hall, confirmed that the
details of the building are compatible with a date of
construction ¢ 1800,

Degceription

The coitage is single storey, timber framed, and clad
with weatherboard. The internal timber roof structure
is in good condition and appears to be original, the
roof is currently covered with slates, The cottage has
gix rooms; a discussicon with a recent occupier showed
ho¥ the rooms were allocated. During the Napoleonic
War until 1815 the cottage was occupied by a Lieutenant
who most certainly would have uged one of the rooms as
an office, probably room 2, so making room 3 the
dining room and room 5 the sitting room. In room 6
there is evidence of a partition, which could have
formed two bedrooms. The fireplace in the kitchen
originally housed a range, this was removed in recent
vears and is now located in another cottage on the
Island. The fireplace in room 5 is fairly late and was
most probably inserted when the room was converted into
a bedroom. The cupboard in room 3 is original and
fairly typical of a dining rcom cupboard. The large
fireplace in this room wags covered in gome years ago.

Higtorical Note

A line of coastal signal stations was established by
the Admiralty in 1794 comprising 28 stations from North
Foreland to Lands End. In the following year the line
wasg extended to Great Yarmouth and subsequently on to
cover most of the country's coastline, The signalling
equipment was comprised of a fifty foot mast with a
thirty foot top mast and a thirty foot crossyard from
which could be displayed from ten hoists one red flag,
one blue pendant and four black balls; these could be
arranged through 145 combinations each of which was
related to an arbitrary signal.
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It would appear that during the Napoleonic Wars
1793-1815, there were two semaphcre bases on Foulness,
the above mentioned and another at Burwood. The
Signal House at Burwoocd was pulled down late in the
nineteenth century. A detachment of the 'ROCHFORD
HUNDRED VOLUNTEER' (The Wakering Voluntary Cavalry)
manned the signal stations on the Island; they were
billeted in a publi¢ house situated at Church End,

The Signal Houses were occupied by an officer (a
lieutenant). The living accommodation probably con-
sligted of 2 bedrooms, dining room, living room,

kitchen and office. The officer's duties would have
included the enforcement of observation of the coast-~
line, and operation of the semaphore by the Volunteers.
The need for an officer can be appreciated when reading
of an observation made by the Lord Lieutenant with
reference to Essex Signal Housges!

"The soldiers who watched (or rather were
ordered to watch) at the Signal Houses
behaved disorderly, ran in debt in the
neighbouring villages, and never were
seen in their duty - but were heard of
as poachers,"

In 1895 the officer at Burwood was Robert Ramsay and
in 1811 at Court End the officer was John Lundin.

Philip Benton, when writing his History of the Rochford
Hundred noted:

“"The msition of the encampment of the
Rochford Hundred Volunteers, in 1801
being upon a piece of waste by the side
of the road leading to the Lodge Farm,
near the parigh property at that time a
Public Houge,"

In 1798 Amelia Bennewith became the Licensee of an

Ale House called the Rochford Hundred Volunteers. BShe
had formerly held the licence for the George and Dragon
gince 1790, The Rochford Hundred Volunteers existed
until 1815, Amelia Bennewith also remained licensee
until that date.

The Signal Staff at Court End was situated some two
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hundred yards to the north of the Signal House on

what was known in the nineteenth century as Parish
Marsh. The reasgson for positbning the staff so far

from the house may be explained when two points are
congidered; first one needs to look at the access
available to the Volunteers hased at Church End during
the 18-19th century. This would have been from their
base via Lodge Farm to Newick, there taking a northerly
route along what would have been the eastern sea wall

¢ 1420 AD. & considerably different route. from that of the
present day., The second point is explained by the
positioning of the gemaphores at Tillingham Marsh,
Court End and Burwood for the alignment of these, plus
the fairly regular gpacing 3-4 mileg apart would also
have determined their location. Access to the Burwood
Station would have been Church End via Turtle Hall to
Rugwood, Burwood.

At the end of the war in 1815 the Signael Stations were
closed and it has been asuggested that the Coastguard
took over the positions, although there is no evidence
to suggest this was the case on Foulness. The station
at Tillingham Marsh can be seen on the 1st edition
Ordnance Survey Map 1" Series as Tillingham Coastguard
Station. The Signal Houses nn Foulness were let to
tenants who were employed on the local farms. The
Public House became the Parish Property/Workhouse,

¢ 1825 and remained so for almost a century.

Conclusion

At presgsent the cottage is unoccupied, several people
have expressed an interest in renting the premises,

but the lack of ganitary facilities has proved an
obstacle to gecuring a tenant., 1t is hoped that these
problems will be overcome, The building is fairly close
to its original form and is probably one of, if not the
only memaining building in FEssex associated with the East
Coast semaphore system.

Bob Crump
AWRE (Poulness) Arch. Soc.
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A FRUITFUL CENTURY

Congratulations to Wilkin & Son of Tiptrce, the dis-
tinguished manufacturers of quality jam, who this
summer celebrate 100 years in business. Degpite the
wettest June since 1887 their famous crop of 'little
scarlet' strawberries is once more gathered into jars.

Remarkably this isstill a family firm, currently run
by the sixth and seventh generation of Wilkins since
the family first farmed in Tiptree in 1757. ALl this
is lovingly recorded by Maura Benham in ler definitive
and lavishly illustrated 'The Story of Tiptree Jam:
1885-1985"', which at a mere £2 is one o the bargains
of the year. The illustration below is taken from an
old line-block, showing the Wilkin factory complex
early this century with its own railway sidings and
famous chimneys, landmarks until their removal in 1981

THE TIPTREE JAM FACTORY

.
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THE BRANDS SITE EXCAVATION IN BRAINTREE 1984

This excavation was carried out with the kind per-
mission of Mr Brand, the owner of the site in Brain-
tree's High Street, and took place during August with
an employed team of six excavators including one
supervisor. Two trial pits were sunk to give some idea
of the depth of stratigraphy after which two trenches
were cleared by JCB, Trench’1 was L shaped while
Trench 11 wag a thin linear trench, In total area
these trenches covered an area.cf approximately 65
square metreg.

Trench 1 produced first a modern pit in the centre of
the site. Next to this a Medieval ditch ran East-West
across the site. On the same level two structures were
found with evidence suggesting a late Homan or post Roman
date. The first was gituated in the north-western
corner of the site. Only part o this structure was
uncovered but the find suggests two main posts, one at
either end linked by a series of sgtake holesg, This may
be a similar gructure, although on a gmaller gcale, to
that found on the Braintree Flock site 1. The second
structure was found at the eastern end of the site and
was also only partially uncovered. This consisted of a
series of post holes, one producing a possible Saxon
rim. A clay floor level was also found which seems to
be bounded by a series of timber slots.

Two wall foundations were found, one consisting of
mediun-sized gtones situated below the first stake hole
structure described above, This wall was cut by both
the modern and medieval feature. The second wall was
found below the clay floor, The filling of thig found-
ation consisted of large lumps of iron slag with some
ground intermix. This geemed to have a right angle turn
but unfortunately had been badly damaged by a later
feature,

Trench 11 was the smaller of the two trenches and once
cleared seemed mainly to consist of a solidly packed
stone area, A first this was interpreted as a Roman
road running in the same direction as the trench. After
sections had been cut to confirm this it was subsequently
found that it was running at an obligque angle to the
trench with a road-side diteh on its eastern edge.
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The finds from Trench 1 consist of a mixture of
artefacts. There seems to be a mixture of pottery
including Roman, possible Saxon and some Medieval,

with some c¢f the 'Saxon' pottery coming from the stake-
hole and mst-hole structures mentioned abeve, During
the excavation a complete second century AD c¢ross-bow
brooch was found. This was in relatively good condition
and has now been conserved. In Trench 11 the majority
of finds consisted of Roman pottery.

The amount of iron slag in Trench 1 seems to suggest an
industrial area in the close proximity. This iron slag
was found distributed throughout the trench in varying
quantitites. The material was studied by Dr Cleland who
reported that it was probably from a blacksmithing

area. The structures suggest occupation of the area
although over what period of time is uncertain.

1 would like to thank Barry Foster, Keith Cullum and
Frank Hurry for their help during the excavation as
well as-all the other excavators.

Richard Havis
PILGRIM TRUST GRANT FOR ESSEX WILLS

Four years ago Mr John Threlfall of Wisconsin offered to
bear the cost of publicatien of full abstracts of the
Elizabethan Wills in the ERO if Dr F ¢ Emmison would under-
take the abstracting and indexing. Dr Emmison accepted

the challenge. By now 7,500 wills (about 65,000 names),
1558=1600, have been dealt with. But publication had
fallen behind the hoped-for rate of one volume (1,000
wills) a year and Mr Threlfall was anxious that further
delay whould be overcome, Dr Emmison submitted an applic-
ation to the Pilgrim Trust for a grant to enable the
Friends of Historic Essex to bear the cost of twe extra
volumes. The Trust has given £4,000, which will expedite
the issue of Volumes 4-7 of Essex Wills (1577-1603), The
New England Society with their financial support hasg asked
the Friends to take over publication. Dr Emmigon admits
that his interest in wills lies in social history but agrees
that, without the support of family historians, income from
sales would be insufficient., While maintaining the same
format, the price from Volume 4 onwards will be reduced,
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THE WALKERS OF HANNINGFIELD
A C Edwards and K C Newton

Forty years ago, John Walker, senior, and his son,
John, had been sleeping in obgcurity for over three
centuries. Then, after the end of World War 2, when
large numbers of family archives were being deposited
in the Essex Record Office, it was realised that two
remarkable and skilled cartographers had been commig-
gioned by Elizabethan and Jacobean landowners in Egsex
to map their estates and compile written surveys.

Since then, more and more of their maps have been dis-
covered, as well ag several by Samuel Walker, a younger
and less gifted member of the family, yet quite as com-
petent as most of his contemporary Jacobean map makers.

Today, the tally of surviving Walker maps is very
gratifying. There are 21 maps by John Walker, senior,
or by his son, or jointly by both, as well as two
written surveys illustrated by maps. Six maps, poss—
ibly seven, are attiributed to Samuel Walker. A few
Walker maps are small or relatively unimportant; a
few have guffered the ravages of time. At least ten
can be described as splendid early examples of accur-
ate gurveying, gkilled draughtmanship, attractive
colouring and very fine lettering.

For mearly forty years, a growing number of historians
and otherg have come to know some of the Walker maps
either through published articles or through visiting
the Egsex Record Office in the coursge of their researches.
But this bkook is the first to deal comprehensively with
the Walkers and their work, Their family background has
been patiently researched. Every map has been studied
stylistically and palaeocographically and attributed to
its correct maker. A full chronological catalogue will
be of congiderable value to future local historians.

One chapter has been devoted to an outgtanding feature
of maps, the amazing accuracy of the Walkers in their
drawing of buildings, from fully interpretable scale
elevationg of mansgions, little more than one inch in
width, down to tiny representations of cottages and

farm buildings. This accuracy has been fully proved

by reference to detailed documentary evidence and to
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buildings depicted by the Walkers and still surviving.
This in turn means that other features on Walker maps
can be confidently accepted as accurate: woods cut

down long ago, fields now covered by Georgian and
Vietorian afforestations; hedgerows and the number and
position of trees in them; farm gates; stiles, palings;
long lost trackways; streams, ponds, sandpits. In
short, the Walkers, working usually to a scale of 20
inches to the mile, portrayed in detail large stretches
of EBEizabethan and Jacobean landscapes as it really was.

This book is not intended to be solely for academic
students, When the authors first decided to write it,
they were conscious of the magic appeal of maps to many
people, and not least to those who never 1se them in
any professional sense. That is why the book has been
given as many as 39 plates in full colour. These
illustrate 74 carefully selected portions of maps and
surveys, as well as 13 recent colour photographs of
houges illustrated on Walker maps and still standing.
Again, that is why the publishers were determined to
give a worthy setting to maps which, as far back as
1947, were described as 'a delight to the eye and ,..
of absorbing and remarkable accuracy’'.

£35 from Buckland Productions Ltd, 125 High Holbern,
London WC2U 6QA

STOUR BARGE RESTORATION PROJECT

The River Stour Trust is excavating a barge from the
in-filled Flatford Deock. Volunteers are urgently
needed to complete this rescue dig by October when
the gite will be flooded permanently to provigde
moorings for rowing boats, Working Parties are being
held every Sunday from 10 am. '

For further information, please ring Ted Gittins
on Colchester 562791 {evenings) or just turn up,
preferably with a shovel and wellingtons!
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

116 Straight Road
Lexden, Colchester
CO3 5DJ

Dear Mr Liddell

I have a complete "run' of the Newsletter, all in
good condition. Since my recent change of address I
tind I really have no room for them. If you can put
me in touch with an EAS member who would like them
I'1]l be pleased for them to go to a good home,

Yours sincerely

Harry Palmer

s e s s T S s o e T T . e s S D s e ol s o S

6 Fairfield Road
Bromley, Kent
BR1 3QW

Dear Bill

1 was interested to read your editorial in the Summer
1985 Newsletter on the injustice done to Essex by
lumping it with East Anglia, when historically the
county belongs to London and Middlesex,

The reason why the manorial structure (and hence settle-
ment names) were different between Essex and East Anglia
is a result of the differing intengity of Scandanavian
settlement in the two areas. In fact the predominance
of secular lordship in medieval Essex, and its ecclea-
iastical counterpart north of the Stour, were a perpet-
uation of a state of affairs that existed before the
Norman Conquest.

It is unfortunate that the East Saxons, through the
subtle biasg of Bede's Ecclegiagtical Higtory, have had
such a bad press. I hope before long to reconnoitre
the history of our county between 400 and 1066, which
widl I hope help to rehabilitate its reputation, and




19

encourage its present inhabitants to have more pride
in its early history.

In the meantime 1 have three more acronyms for a
'Let's Be Proud Of Essex' campaign:

ESFE - East Saxong For Ever
CAFTES - Campaign For The East Saxons
ESROK - East Saxons Rule O K.

All Good Wishes

Peter Bovden

The Historical Association Essex Branch

Programme 1985-86

14 September

2.30 pm

Committee Reoom 1

County Hall,

Chelmsford

12 Ogtober
9 November
7 Deqember
11 January
8 February

8 March

7 June

'86

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING followed by
Mr A C Edwards on THE WALKERS CF
HANNINGFIELD - MAPMAKERS EXTRACRDINARY

Dr Catherine Hills: THE TRANSITION
FROM ROMAN BRITAIN TO SAXON ENGLAND

Dr Pauline Croft: THE DISSOLUTION
OF THE MONASTERIES

Dr A F J Brown: THE ESSEX FARM
WORKERS FIRST TRADE UNION 1872-1895

MEMBERS ' MEETING

Dr J T Brighton: HERALDRY AND THE
LOCAL HISTORIAN

Mr R Tames: THE GROWTH OF A SUPER:=~-
FOWER - JAPAN IN THE TWENTIETH
CENTURY

CONFERENCE DOMESDAY ESSEX - speakers
will include Prof H R Loyn, and
Mr W R Powell

Further details from Ian Mason, ¢/o ERO, County Hall,

Chelmsford
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WEA COURSES IN HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY IN NORTH ESSEX

Place

Ashdon
Bocking
Boreham
Chelmsford

n

Colchester
1"

n

"

Danbury

Frinton

Great Bardfield

Great Bentley

Harwich

Hatfield Broad Oak
Hatfield Heath

Hatfield Peverel

L3
Kelvedon
5t O=syth
Shalford
Tiptree

W Bergholt

AUTUMN 1985

Provigional Title

Ancient Egypt

Greek Civilisation

Esgex Archaeoclogy

Ancient Greece

The English Country House

Egsex History 500-1800 AD

Greek Civilisation

History of English Churches

Maritime Higtory of Eastern
England

The Italian Renaissance

‘History of the English

Garden

Some English Towns

Victorian & Edwardian =~ -
Britain

Pre-Columbian Civilisations

Essex Higtory from 1700

Ancient Egypt

History of Landscape and
Gardens

Family History

History of Railways

Local History 1700-1984

Eagt Anglia and the Sea

Scial History of Essex &
East Anglia

Hstory of the English
Garden

VYernacular Architecture

For further details, please send sae to:

A F J Brown, 172 Lexden Road, Colchester, Essex

(Tel: Colchester 575081)

Day
Tues aft
Thurs evg
Wed evg
Tues anm
Mon Evg
Thurs evg
Tues evg
Wed am

Wed. an
Mon am

Tues evg
Tues aft

Mn evg
Mon evg
Thurs aft
Thurs evg

Mon evg
Tues am
Tues evg
Mon evg
Wed evg

Tues evg

Tues evg
Tues evg

CO3 4BZ
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UNIVERSITY, WEA AND LEA COURSBES IN HISTORY AND
MRCHAEOLOGY IN SQUTH ESSEX AUTUMN 1985

Place

Benfleet

Billericay
13

Brentwood

Chelmsford AEC

Colchester AEC

Epping

Havering CAE
I1ford

Loughton

Rayleigh
Redbridge
Southend East
Southend West

Wanstead
Wickford

Title

Edwardian England

How Towns Grow

Middle st Yesterday
and Today

Family History

Day

Yed evg 18 Sept
n aft 30 Sept

Tues am 24 Sept
Fri evg

{6 week course 1 Nov)

Mtigue Furniture

Social & Economic
change in 20C
Field Archaeclogy &
Prehigtory of SE

England
Domesgday Book &
Neoerman Essex

‘Domesday Book &

Norman Essex
Archaeology of Europe
English Society &
Literature
Medieval Archaeclegy
Roman Britian
London from 1803
Art and Architecture
of Ancient Egypt
Aftar the Biack Death
Egland 100 Years Aigo
Antique Furniture
England & France
1783-1851

History of Garden
Degign

London 1649-1760

England & Essex 1500-
1700

Tues-evg 24 Sept
(10 weeks)

Wed am 18 Sept
Thurs evg 268ept

Autumn
Thur eveg (6 wks)
Spring
Tues evg (6 wks)
Thurs evg 26 Sept

Thurs am 26 Sept
Wed evg 18 Sept
Wed evg 18 Sept
Fri evg 20 Sept

Wed evg 25 Sept
Thurs am 26 Sept
Thurs evg 26 Sept
Wed evg 25 Sept

Thurs evg 26 Sept

Thurs am 19 Sept

Thurs evg 26 Sept
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Regidential Courses
(Details from centre named)

Belstead House, via Sprites Lane, Ipswich, Suffolk

Discovering More Palgeography: 1-3 November
J A Buck

Debden House, Debden Green,loughton, Egsex

Trenda in the Welfare State: 18~20 October
J Burrowa

Anglo-Norman World: 21-23 February 1986
W H Liddell & O Livingstone-Smith

Wangfell College, Theydon Bois, Epping, Essex

Searching out the Victorian Family: 7-9 February 1988
W H Liddell & M Xennedy 14-16 March 1986

Local History in the PRO and ERO: 2-2 May 1986
W H Liddell & H Forde

The ;9303: 9=11 May 1986
J MacAskill & others

Archaeological Field Survey {a week's course)
14-20 July 1986
R Farrar and C J Dunn

Non-Regidential Day Courses

Richard II1's Egsex: 5§ October 1985
Dr R Archer, br J Ward, Mr M Wadhams
Christchurch, Chelmsford: 10.30 am - 4.30 pm

Romen ~and Medieval Landscapes in the Easternm Counties
Dr Tom Williamson (Centre of East Anglian Studies)
Essex University: 16 November 1985: 11.00 am - 3.45 pm

Bookings for Richard IIl's Egsex - Essex Record Office -
and for Roman and Medieval Landscapes - Mrs M Sorrell,
10 S8t Fabian's Drive, Chelmsford.

The cost of Richard 1I1's Essex is £2: £1.75 for lunch

and for Roman and Medieval Landscapes is £1,50, with
reduction to £1 for retired & full-time students, and

free for UB40s; in addition the University need to know

if you intend to purchase lunch at the University restaurant.
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NEW PUBLICATIONS

Judy COWAN: Kelvedon Hatch, Our Village Past and
Presgent

Old Village Pump Press £2

Peter PAYE: The Tollegbury Branch
Oxford Publishing Co £10.85

John WYMER: Palpeolithic Sites of East Anglia
GEO Books £19.50

John MARRIAGE: Maldon & the Blackwater Estuary
Phillimore &£7.95

Paul BROWN: Wivenhoe & Brightlingsea Railway
Ian Henry Publications &£4.95

Peter SUMMERS (ed): Hatchments in Britain 6:
Cambridgeshire, Essex, Herts, Huntingdon
and Middlesex

Phillimore &£9.95

Rosalind NIBLETT: £Sheepen, an Early Roman Industrial
Site at Camulodunum

CBA £16

C M CUNNINGHAM and P J DRURY: Post-Medieval Sites and
their Pottery:
Moul gsham Street,Chelmsford

£11.75

Maura BENHAM: The Story of Tiptree Jam: The First 100
Years, 1885-1585
Wilkin and Sons Ltd £2

NB
Most of the above will be purchased for the Society's
Library
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TIPTREE RACES

(Established Upwards of 200 Years Ago)
To Tiptree we will go

By the author of the unletitered muse ete.

Come bustle! bustle! jump about

And let us moving be

Today for Tiptree we'll set out,

The races there to see
Yes to Tiptree we will go, will go, will go
To old Tiptree we will go.

From all the country round about
See! how they throng the way
But dolts, tis plain, at home remain
Upon St James' day

All to Tiptree they will go, etc.

Some there will go to see the sport,
And on the horses bet
And gome will go themselveg to gshow
A beau or lass to get

All to Tiptree they will go, etc.

But we will go old friends to greet,
Ag oft we've done before,
And the friendships form's in bye gone years
We'll ther renew once more
So to Tiptree we will go, ete.

'Success to Tiptret' we again

Will drink with hearty cheer,

For our Races gay - like Christmas they

Come only once & year!

Then to Tiptree we will go, will go, will go,
To old Tiptree we will go.

July 1843 J.H.

(From Curiocsities of Essex by D Occomore, published
by Ian Henry Publications 1984 £6.25. The book
containg over fifty broadside ballads giving glimpses
of Essex history.)




NEWS OF MEMBERS

We welcome the following new members:-

Mr F S Cheyney
Felixstowe

Ms P Greenwood
London SW18

Mr R B Peachey
Colchester

Mr C Trayner
Brightlingsea

Ms § D'Cruze
Glemsford, Suffolk

Mr E P Humphreys
Colchester

Mr and Mrs D Roberts
Colchester

Ms S J Wilson
Brightlingsea

HONORARY DFFICERS:-
Secretary to Council:
Mrs L Cooper
L6 Fairleigh Drive
Leigh-on-Sea
Essex SS9 2JA
Southend-on-5Sea 712038

Librarian and Deputy Librarians:
Mr J Bensusan-Butt
31b Lexden Road
Colchester
03 3PX

Colchester 74758

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

Single membership E7-50
Joint Membership £10-00
Student Membership £4-00, or £2-00

without Essex Archaeclogy & History.

Social Secretary:
Mrs M Cornwall
2 Orchard Close
Copford Green
Colchester
Colchester 210686

C06 1DB

Mr J Skudder
25 Lexden Road
West Bergholt
Colchester
Colchester 24035

Membership Secretary:
Mr R W C Coleman

23 Somerville Gardens
Leigh-on-Sea

Essex 5589 1DD

Mrs J Blowers
22 Priory Street
Colchester

C06 3BT CO1 ZQA

Colchester 865612

Logal societies, libraries, museums,
schools, colleges and Extra-mural
education groups may subscribe to
the Society's publications.

ENQUIRIES about Missing or defective publications and about the supply
of recent back numbers to; The Administrative Secretary:

Mrs J E Sellers

1 Chignall Read Chelmsford CMI

2JA Chelmsford 355260
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COVER ILLUSTRATIONS: Essex Murders

Front: Jael Denny strangled by Thomas Drury
12 October 1850 at Doddinghurst.

Back: James Lawless stabbed by Lucy Guard at Chigwell Row_
(see page 18)
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Editor: Rosemary Jefferies, 40,Glenbervie Drive,
Leigh—-on—-Sea, Essex S859 3JT. Tel: 0702/710807

The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the
individuals writing them and not necessarily those of the
Essex Society for Archaeclogy & History and its officers.



EDITORIAL

We have survived 1985. We have a
new name, new nembers, a new-style
Newslaetter and now a new Editor.

It is hoped that 1986 will see more
new membarz and a thriving Society.
Surely a Socilety with Essex In its
name should cater for the many
flourishing Local Socleties. You
will see we have a section called
Essex News, which we hope fo greatly
expand In the future. In subsequent
Newsletters we plan to feature the
work of local Archaeological and
Historical Socleties. Copy at least
one month before publicatien. - The
next editien will be published by
March lst 1986.

dkkkdkikhhhhkhhhhhhkhikihithhihhhhdith

A word about our ‘new' format.For
three issues now this Newsletter
has been get by a word processor.
We have to thank the students of
the Office Services Unit at the
Colchester Institute for doing this
as part of their College training.
As those of you with sharp eyes will
see, wa haven't quite got our column
slzes regular vyet, but we arte
improving. The smaller print (no

1

| We welcome ROSEMARY JEFFRIES as the
j new Editor of this Newsletrer.

More
participation by members is one of
her objects, so don't be surprised
i1f you are asked to contributa.

e e e e e e e e e e e e e o o sl ke e e ok 2k ok ok de ek ke ko

Time alse to thank BILL LIDDELL our
retiring Editer. Bill has dome so
much during his Presidemcy and since
to galvanise the Society, of which
taking over the Editorship of
Hewsletter {is but one example. We
shall miss those masterful
editorials, and trust that his loss
to the growing responsibllities of
the Essex HRistory Falr will be but
for a season.

smaller than wost books) does
enable us to provide far more
infermation on 20 pages. Arguably

this edition carries more words than
its 92 predecessors. For example,
two excellent articles of original
research by Ken Bascombe and
Christopher Thompson each condense
to a single page. Navertheless we
value our readers' comments on these
methods: it may not be what you want,

Secondly, you will see we have
provided some viswal signposts in
_the text to give you some 1dea of
what's there as you flip through.
We have to thank the versatile IAN
McMEEKAN for the art work, based on
original drawings by Sir Gurney
Benham - who we trust will waive

copyright. Again, your views are
sought.

ELEFFERFEEARFLERNEERFXFFEEFFEERL NN

Yeanwhile we prepare for the next
edirion. We have no copy yet. Why
not send us some? You could make 1t
your next Jjob after remewing your
subscription.

KAERKXKAKE A AEERRAARKRAXREELARAE bR ERARh
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COMING
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PROGRAMME FOR 1986.

Fourth Annual Morant Lecture

March 21st. Arthur Browm of the
Centre For lLocal History, University
of Essex, on "Forgottem Volces:
Agriculteral Labourers dim 19th
Century Essex". From 7.30 p.m. at
The Minories Art Gallery, East Hill,
Colchester. {(Opposite Hollytrees
Mugeum) . Refregshments will be
served afterwards.

An Evening For Marggret Cornwall

April 1lth. An opportunity te thank
Margaret for her work as Social
Secretary and re-live 10 years of
our history. Slides will be shoum
by several Essex notables of E.A.S.
Outings dowm the years, followed by
refreshments and a little ceremony.
At the Minories Art Gallery,
Colchester. . Names  please to
Christine Mabbitt (Col. 575037)

01d Father Thames

April 27th. A visit to the recently
opened North Woolwich OLd Station
Museum, with their locomotive under
steam; a beat ride on the river; a
conducted tour of the new Thames
Barrier, followed by tea. A jolnt
meeting with the Colchester Civic
Society. More details next
Newsletter.

Esgex Riscory Fair

June 8th at Castle Hedingham. Plans
are still on course for this wmajor
county event. Book the date. More
news later.

Annual General Meeting.

June 21st at Hockley Community Centre
from 2.30,, followed by an illustrated
talk By John Smith, ERO Branch
Archivist Southend. In the worning a
visit to Hockley Woods, led by Mike
Astor.

Hartels Manor, Dunmow.

August 30th. By kind iInvitatioen of
Lord and Lady Plowden, a wvisit to a
house which 1is rarely open to the
publie. Thence to the Black Chapel,
that remarkable wmedieval chapel and
priest's house.

The Sutton Hoo Excavation

As seen on T.V., new techniques of
archaeology are belng developed at
thls major national site. We hope
te visit Sutton Hoo at an exciting
point duriag next summer’s
excavations, poseibly running a
coach from the Chelmsford area.
Date: early August.

Walton-on—-the-Naze

September 27th. Peter Hoyden will
conduet an autumn tour of this
imporeant 19th century resort.

October 10th. Hopefully at Bocking.

—0-o~o=

Please note: The Society still has
not fFound a seccessor to Margaret
Cornwall to coordinate the Society'’s
PTOgTAMmE «



NEWS FROM

COUNCIL

dkkkkkkkkhkkkkdihhihthkhiirhtkhidrhh

You will see in COMING EVENTS that
on April 1llth we are holding an
EVENING FOR MARGARET CORNWALL to
express our thanks to her for her
work as Social Secretary. A prand
slide show of outings down the wyears
will be followed by eats and
drinks. If you would 1ike to
contribute to a presentation that we
hope to make please do se through
the post or by person to our
Treasurer, Martin O'Conner, or to
our President, Andrew Phillips.

A e s e ok o ok ok gk ke o sk ok o sk ke o e ok ok e e e e e ek e e e ke e e

Volume 16 of the Society's
Transactions, “Essex Archaeology &
RHistory”, should reach you in its
new format early In 1986. To avoid
a postage bill of £400 we will
distribute via a network of willing
wembers. Any wvolunteers please
phone our Administrative Secretary,
El{zabeth Sellers. Volume 16 i1s a
combined wvolume for 1984-85 and
contains: Mlke Eddy on Medieval
Rochford; Owen Bedwin on Mount House,
Braintree; W Powell on Domesday
topography; David Stephenson on the
medieval Colchestrer Jewry: John
Skudder on the Origins of
Clacten-on-Sea; notes on the

3

Coppeshall Barn, the De Vere tombs,
Earis Colne, Bures and {(ag the ads
always say) MUCH MORE, including the
County Archaeological Reports for the
past two years.

e e g e e e e v v e e e e e e e e e e ok o e e v o sk e e ke e e e b e e e e ok

The Third Series of our
"Transactions”, launched in 1961, has
thus reached 16 Voluoes. Az yet mno
Index exits. This 1is badly needed.
Our Publications Committee has now
heard that we have been awarded £3500
from the Mare Fitch Fund towards this
task. This 1s a most generous grant,
and the Society 1s now seeking to
identify an official indexer.

hhkkkdkhkkhhkhkhkhhhhhkhkhihhkhkthhhhkhhhhkhkhhhkii

Now that the Society has a new name,
Council has been discussing the role
we should be playing iIin Essex. To
this end we are approaching the many
local seocieties 1Iin the county whe
might be imnterested In corporate
membership, offering to publish their
achievements and contributionz in
this Newsletter and inviting them to
join us 1in arrangieg joint outings in
the symmer months. More news next
Newsletter. '

khkkdkhkkkhkhkhkhkkkhhhrihhhkhhhhhkhkhkiihkhkhhiik

Many mewbers will now know of the
sudden death of Edith, wife of our
Honorary Legal Advisor and former
Presidernt, Charles Sparrow.

She was a firm supporter of the
Soclety and was to be seen with
Charles at so¢ wmany outings and
Morant Dinners in the past. Ve
extend our sympathy to the family.
The news comes as Gharles has
received the signal honour of belng
appolnted a Deputy Lieutenant for
tte county of Essex. We offer him
our congratulatious on this
appolintment.



STOUR VALLEY STEAM

Steam engines, suppesedly
irresistable to small boys,
attracted a combined force of ESAH
members and TFriends of Historic
Essex, few of whom were small or,
indeed, boys, to wvisit The Stour
Valley Railway Trust on Sunday
September lst.

Down the years this admirable
organisation has built up a
wagnificent <collection of railway
relics at Chappel and Wakes Colne
Statlon which, standing on the lip
of Peter Bruff's wajestic brick
viaduct, is still in regular use by
British Rail.

Our guide for the day, Nick Camplin,
led ug first round the original
station workshop, now  superbly
restored as an Exhibition Hazll. The
current exhibition "Railways 1in
Wartime” evoked a great many
memories, while the centreplece, an
entire red London underground train,
apppeared to many of us {(tempusg
fugit) to be the sort in current
service.

From the exhibition we moved to the
vast new workshops and a collection
of englnes and rolllng stock, sowe
from Victorian times, patiently
waiting to be restored. Back
outside it was time for a ride ecn a
train, a full-sized one, steaming

back and forth all afternoon, or a
splendid miniature, patronised by
the Mabbitk grandchildren.
Meanwhile Ken  Mabbitt and the
President bad skived off te a no—go
part of the workshops to see a
beautiful! 1890 Britannia lache, made
in Colchester and still at work.

Tea was taken in a charmingly
restored restaurant car, parked at
the end of the platform. As we ate
our scones few could resist the
feeling that at any moment the
carriage might start moving.

Our main tour ended in the signal box
where the rtobust signalman, living
procf that small boys never grow up,
produced a patter worthy of FKenuy
Everett and induced several members to
have a go at pulling signals.

A4s the last of us wove back to the car
park four 1lntrepid Friends stood alone
on the windswept station waiting for
British Rail to take them home.
Especial thanks to Nick Camplin fer
his knowledgeable and courtecus
guldance and three cheers for the

rallway preservation societies of
England. Those who mneglect the
Soclety's outings don't know what

they're missing.

THE MORANT DIRKER 1985

Ye 0lde Plough Motel at Bulphan offers
sun beds at £1.50 a time, but this did
not deter (or seduce) near 40 members
who gathered In the Essex Sulte for
the annwal Morant Dinner on October
11th. A splendid meal was eaten and
toasts druuk, wot least to the memory
of Philip Morant, whoese plcture hung
as ever, chserving the feast.

The evening had a particular
significarnce in marking the retirement
of Hargaret Cornwall after 13 vyears
{and 14 Morant Dinners) as our Sccial
Secretary. Te mark the occasien
Margaret and Julian presented the



Sociery with a
magnificent book
Hanningfield'.

copy of that
'"The Walkers of

In a moving speech Margaretr recalled
how childhood memories linked directly
with her unsuspecting offer to provide
the EAS with am outing - 13 years
ago. The years that followed had noc
been without drama, though Margaret
carefully did not name names.
Prolonged applause reflected the
thanks of all present.

The main speaker for the evening was

Stan Newens MEP, formerly MP for

Harlow and an active Essex historian
in his own  right. Drawing
extensively from his own experience
in public life, he challenged us all
to be not just users of history but
preservers too. More than ever
bistorie buildings, the records of
public bodies and crucial national
and personal archives are at risk
from reorganisation, "weeding” or
sheer destruction. Not least 1In
lonportance are the -oral and
handwritten lives of forgotten
Individuals which despite a growing
awareness still disappear wholesale
at death.

As Dr Emmison, former county
archivist and former President of
this Society said in his vote of
thanks, seldom has a Morant Diuner
been given a more inspiring or
pertinent reminder of the
responsibllities which we should
ghoulder.

HATFIELD PEVEREL

The Society's outing to Hatfield
Peverel on Saturday 2lst September

was one that gave one much to think
about afterwards.

Hatfield Priory, built for John
Wright a prosperous London
coach-maker ¢.1770, was shown to us

5

by the owaer Mrs. Filona Cowell,
still in the throes of restoring 1its
former elegance. It is one of those
plain white brick boxes which
reserve all their excitement to the
inside. The wide entrance hall s
notable for wall-brackets om which
Enight put three famous busts by
Torrigiano, now the pride of the V &
4, Metropolitan Museum, New York,
and elsewhere. Admirable door-cases
a generation earlier than the house
may have come from Thorndon Hall,
demolished im 1763, ©before the
rebuild by the next Lord Petre in
1770. In that case they may be by
the great Leonl himself, vho
designed the previous Thornden
Rzll. And the grounds are equally
interesting, finely tree'd and
gradually being restored to the
original design by Richard Woods.

The other half of the wvisit was to
the church, where Mrs. Joyce Fltch
was our guide, telling us how
Ingelrica, Anglo-Saxon mistress of
William the Conqueror was married
off to Ranulph Peverell, and
penitent, in later years, founded a
college of secular canons, dedicated
to St. Mary Magdalen. The present
church 1s the parochial nave that
survived the Reformation, when the
Alleyns took over the Priory. Not
much mediaeval survives, except some
admirable bench-ends topped by Kings
and Queens. The headdress of the
latter is the high fashion of
¢.1365. Wall-tablets and armorial
glass commemorate not only the
Alleyn fawmily, but Champlon de
Crespigny, Brage of Crix, and cthe
Lovibonds who founded the charming
Gothic almshouses in the village.

Our  Life  President, §ir  Jomm
Ruggles—Brige, was one of these who
attended this very en joyable

afternoon. The weather was bright but
breezy, so typlcal of a rather chilly
sufmer . )

J.B-B.



di—> ESSEX
d—> NEWS

Waltham Abbey Historical Society in
their current Newsletter record the
discovery by thelr Vice—Chalrman,
Mary Salton (while on holiday) of
the earliest known pilcture of
Waltham Cross, a water colour of
1786, in Aberdeen Art CGallery. The
pleture was hitherto uwnkonown to
Waltham. One wonders how many other
Essex paintings, priants or photos
lie in private or non-Essex
collections waiting to be sported.

ES T 2T
As we write, further light on the
sequence of ' bullding at Waltham
Abbey Church may be shed by = small
excavation being conducted by Peter
Huggins during the 1nstalation of
under-floor heating.

E s s T
That fast-growing phenomena of
North-Wesr  Esgex, the Sampford
Socliety, has now reached a
membership of 270. ° All this In one
year. Could there be stronger
evidence of the iInterest inm Local
history? ‘___‘

Jode e ke ke
Hornchurch and District Historical
Soclety after a full symmer with
their wugeum visitors and conducted
tours of Upminster Windmill are now
fighting {so far successfully) to
pravent the 1in—fillinpg of several
eld field ponds by divers developers
in the Hornchurch area.

Heke vk ik ek
We would like to print more mnews of
Essex Socleties and look forward to
their comntributions.

Hard-decision making at Colchester

Visitors to Colchester are shocked
to see the 'great hole' the size of

2 football pitch 1in the town
centTe. The scale of the impending
davastation at Culver Street was

never In doubt but it takes the
sight of the reality of the crater
to bring heme to the wisitor the
enormity of the archaeological loss.

Urban exeavations are mnotoriocusly
expensive to dig and ko write up.
Deeply stratified deposits take a
long time to excavate and, compared
with many rural sites, can produce
finds 1In quantities so vast that
they take vyears to process for
publication. Moregwver urban sites
are often quite small scale so that
the archaelogical return in terms of
recovering bullding plans can be
limited. The new shopping precinct
at Culver Street ig to cost about
thirty million pounds to build. It
will be about four acres ian size,
about half being takemn up by a
twenty—foot deep service basement.
Although the sheer scale of Culver
Street would have made a full
excavation enormously expemnsive, 1its
very size makes any work potentially
very rewarding Tbecause of the
opportunity the project provides not
only to recover Individual building
plans but also to examine a large
part of the Rowan town.

To have done the jobd properly, at
least half a million pounds would
have heen needed - the sun
ultimately available was about a
third of this amount spread owver
four financial years. Thus from the
start, hard decisions had to be made
and adhered to about what to
excavate. For this reason, the
excavation was confined to the
basement where, unlike the rest of
the site, the destruction of the
archaeological rvemalns was to be
toral. Moreover, within this area,
the Boudican and earlier deposits



were given priority because of their
exceptional 1mportance in terms of
Roman milltary and urban studies.

In the event, probably =z2bout two
thirds of the basement area was
archaeologically covered in some way.
The timetable for excavation had to
overlap with the start of the main
phase of construction work and the
arrival of various sub-contractors
each with their own work-schedules to
paintain.

The archaeological treatment of each
area depended on the time and mouey
available. Three approachs had to be
employed. An area could be excavated
fully top to bottom; it could be
'topped and talled’ {ile iook at the
post—Roman and the latest Roman,
machine—-strip, and then look at the
Boudican and earlier deposits); or the
Boudican 1levels could be hurriedly
cleaned and planned after
mechanically-stripping straight down
to them without looking at anything
else.

However, with limited reggurces
bolstered by unlimited goodwill, much
was achieved during the excavations
that did take place. The work was
made possible with the aid of grants
fromn English Heritage, the Colchester
Borough Council, the Carroll Group
{the developers), and the Essex County
Counecil, supplemented by much plant
and other equipment genercusly
supplied by Balfour Beatty (the
building contractor).

Previous work In the town indicated
what 1in very broad terms the Roman
rewains were likely to be, fe barracks
and officers’ houses in the leglonary
fortress, followed by a succession of
houses throughout the 1life of the
Roman Colchester. And so it proved ro
be. Parts of up to eighteen Roman
bullding were examined plus streets,
the town wall and rampart, and
contemporaty gardens and ather
cultivated areas. A striking feature
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throughout the whole excavation was
how  superbly-well most of the
remains were preserved - wuch more
so than on previous sites excavated
in the town. This was because most
of the site lay too Ffar away from
the nearest medieval Street
frontages to be affected by the
destructive plts which se often
characterise the rear of medieval
and later houses.

But there were also gome
couslderable surprises. Behind the
former library on Shewell Road were
the remaing of a large -public
building which may have been z Roman
¢hurch. It consisted of an aisled
hall, builc in the late third or
fourth century on the sites of at

least two earlier houses. Annther
unexpected feature was the
substantial scale of the
horticultural or agricultural

activity despite the area being
inside the walled part of the Roman
town. Proof of this was provided by
large areas of cultivated soil over
the southern part of the site and
the presence ¢f a late corn-drying
oven overlying what appeared to have
heen a granary.

Unfortunately the Culver _Street
exparience 1is not a unique one in
Colchester; simlilar events happened
a decade ago at Lion Walk and
Balkerne Lame. And these projects
are taking place against a
background of innumerable  smaller
buildivg developments, many of which
have proved ¢to have been very
destructive. North-east Essex is
said te have the highest growth rate
of any -area i1in the country and
certainly it shows in Colchester.
However the extraordinary pace of
redevelopment in the town centre is
abating and fortunately 1t is
doubtful 1if any of us will see the
like of Culver Street again.

Philig Crummx

Colchester Archaeological Trust

F}



Dear Editor,
Morant Dinner

The retiresment of Margaret Cormwall
as Social Secretary (to whom we owe
so much that I will not try to
express it in words) seems to be an
appropriate time for considering the
future of our annual dinner.

It 1s obviocus why it is attended by

steadidly decreasing numbers.
Ticket, petrol, drinks  before
dinner, and wine probably don't

leave much change out of £20, which
is beyond the means of most of the
younger twewbers &8 an  annual
commitment.

Of course we shall continue to
honour the great county histeoriam,
but is it necessary to drink to his
memoTy every year? 1 suggest a
compromise - that the Horant Dinner
be held everw5 or 3 years. 4nd by
that time we. would hope that Paul
Coverley, thé Colchester Branch
Record Office Archivist, would have
catalogued the Morant MSS., now back
at Colchester. It would be pleasant
if, at each Dinner, the Branch
Archivist gave a 10-minute talk
about one or two of hisz letters or
other MS5. And how about giving
each member and guest a souvenir
photocepy of the lerter ete. in
question or of some other Morant
document? Council could, 1 am sure,
think of other and much better ildeas

to enliven the Dinner and make it an
fncteresting function for younger
members without adding to the cost.
But we must retaim the custem of
having a Guest Speaker, though
tactfnlly seeking his keeping his
words of wisdom within half an
hour: well within that limit was the
immensely invigorating talk which-we
were privileged to hear from Mr Stan
Newens 1n 1985, sparing time despite
his burdensome duties as a European
MP.

Perhaps members who don't normally go
to the Dinner weuld tell the Editer
what they think and pass thelr owmn
suggestions to her by letter or
telephone.

Yours sincerely,
F.G. Emmison

(Margaret Cornwall has supplied the
follewing flgures of attendance at
the Morant Dinner:

1978 42, 1979 40 1980 41, 1981 53,
1982 52, 1983 47 1984 55, 1985 37.
Eds.)}

Dear Editor,

Thanks to Mr Palmer, see last BA&HN,
our Group has back numbers of EAN
for our new HQ's library. The 'run'
starts at isswe 41 and covers
J.E.S.'s editorizl 'relgn' (Justice
for East Saxons?) and is fascinating
te dip into.

We are seeking to expand our
membership — awong present projects
we have a beginners course 'From
HMammoths to Micros' and we are
digging inte part of Edward the
Elder's Haldon Burh. Those
interested in our work way call at
our Friary premises on Tuesday
evenings.

Yours sincerely,
Tony Froom



County Archaeology Unit Report 9

Despite the generally wet summer and
poor working conditiouns, the
Archeaology Sectien has maintained
an active field programme. A mwajor
part of this has been the continued
excavations at Springfield Lyons and
further work as part of the
Hullbridge survey, both projects
being subgtantially grant aided by
English Heritage with additional
support from the British Musesum.
Many smaller scale excavations and
watching briefs have also been
carried out, the pnumbers reflecting
the success of the Essex policy of
attaching archaeological conditions
to planning consents affecting areas
considered to be of archaeological
importance. The following summaries
provide details of sowe of rthis
work.

Springfield Lyons (D Buckley)

Topsoil was removed from quite a
large area to the south, west and
east of the existing excavatiens in
an attempt to delimit the extent of
both the early faxon cemetery and
the later Saxon settlement. Further
burials were located, bringing the
total to 113 definite and 19
pogsible inhumations and 140
cremations, including twe ring
ditch burials. Additicnal post—holas
buildings and & number of large
rectangular pits extended the plan
of the setrlement. To the east of
the main entrance to the late Bromze
Age anclesure, investigated in
anticipation of contemporary
features on the approach o the
entraunce, a number of features were
of particular interest producing
Neolithlic plain bowls and unabraded
Beaker pottery. It is envisaged
that excavation will contimwe in
1986.

Hullbridge Survey (T Wilkinsen and P
Marphy)

Duriang 1985 survey has been primarily
directed to the north shore of the
Blackwatar estuary, although
monitoring visits were also made to
sltes discovered in previous seasons
in the Crouch wvalley and along the
south shore of the Blackwater
estuary. The procedure of identifying
suitable exposed and eroding sections
for environmental samples and the
relating of these to previously
recorded and newly located sites of

all periods aleng the estuary was
maintzined. Two new sites were of
particulzr interest, one producing

quantities of good quality HNeolithic
flintwork and portery and the other
ylelding wooden structures including
hurdles, which fllustrate good
examples of wood working techniques
thought to be of prehistoric date.
Both of these sites will be examined
further in 1986.

Broomfield (M Gee)

A careful wateh was kept throughout
the removal of topsoil from an area of
c. B ha immediately adjacent to the
rich seventh century Saxon burial
found in 1888. Some 25 - 30% of the
area was found to have been disturbed

by earlier quarrying. In the
remaining area finds from the topsoil
comprised . mostly poor quality

flintwork broadly assignable to the
early Neolithic/Bronze Age.

The most significant find comprised
three oval pits containing swall
quantities of Early Saxon domestic
pottery Including a perforated sherd

tentatively interpreted as a
tbrazier'. No further burials were
discovered. However, the presence of

the three pits suggests the existence
of nearby settlement, which, on the
basis of the pottery, may have been
contemporary with the recorded burial.
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SMALL TOWN SITES

WITHAM (D Andrews)

Investigation of a development site
at 102-118 Newland Street revealed
no obvious traces of medieval or
earlier occupation apart from
remains of the last buildings to
stand on the site. These appeared
In  their  ultimate form to be
efghteenth or nineteenth century.
The ground level had been reduced
across the site and the natural
gravel was 1In places only Inches
below the existing ground surface.
That the level of Newland Street is
about one metre below that of the
development site and of the floors
of other houses in this part of the
street, is presumably to be
explained by 1t belng a hollow way.

Pottery recovered from the
foundations for a new garage at 41
Chipping HI1l1l (site of the Saxon
burh) was mainly fifteenth to
saventeenth century in date,
although some medieval sherds were
also present.

Rayleigh (B HMilton)

In July a two-metre wide trench was
excavated across the line of a large
diteh,discovered during previous
excavations in 1983,at the site of
the democlished cinema site in
Billingham Lane.

The ditch was c.l2m wide and 4.5m

daeap, running south-west to
north-east. It 1is located adbout
100e to the south-east of Rayleigh
Castle. Although {1ts position and
dimensions would suggest a town
defence or outer balley diteh
contemporatry with the castle, 1ts

£ills contained pottery of fifteenth
to early sizeenth century date
throughout.

Newport (D Andrews)

An investigation carried out prior to
and during the erection of houses
at the Carnation Nurseries site on the
north side of the town confirmed that
this was withia the praveyard of the
medieval haoaspital of St. Leonard.
The positlon of the hospital remains a
mystery since mno trace of 1t was
evideat, but it 1Is presumed to be
Iocated further to the south. Only
two sherds of medlieval pottery were
found, and the building debris
recovered seemed to be entirely from
the post-medieval farmhouse known as
Rospital Farm.

Castle Hedingham (D Andrews)

4 small site 1in Pottery Lane was
investigated prior to development.
The only archaeological remains
recorded were a possible boundary
ditch, containing two sherds of
medieval pottery and two post—medieval

features.

At Nunnery Farm {Nunnery Street}, the
successor to  the wedleval priory,
inspection of building works for a new
conservatory proved negative, but the
owner confirmed finding skeletons some
years ago during the construction of a
barn near the Nunnery Street frontage.

Rochford and Rochford Hall (D Andrews)

Observation of foundation trenches and
a series of small scale exploratory
trenches have revealed cthat the
sixteenth century Hall is on the site
of an earlier wanorial centre and
extends over the rectilinear moat
which enclosed that centre iIn 1ts
later phases. The Hall has been shown
to be rectangular, probably with four
courtyards and octagonal turrets at
all except perhaps the south-east
corner. Tt was surrounded by a moat.

The Hall and parlsh church stand close
to each other but the town of Rochford
is abost half a mile away. The
reasons for this are uncertain and
watehing briefs in the town have not



been particularly productive. These
have included the Doe's site, Weir
Pond Road, which revealed no
archaeological features and building
works iIn Back Lane where a brick
culvert was recorded, this 600mm inp
diameter running beneath the road.
Brick footimgs, probably nineteenth
century, ram along the street
frontage, abutted by a brieck floor.
To the south—east of Back Lamne, at
the edge of the Council car park,
spoll from pilling for a new hotel
appeared to consist of brown river
silts with no obvious peat, organic
material or artefacts.

Pleshey (P Clarke)

A watching brief was made on
foundation trenches te the north of
Back Lane (TL665146), inm July 1985,
A npaturally infilled ditch of wide
U-shaped profile, probably 4m wide x
0.7m deep, was found to run
east~west parallel to Back Tame. A
sherd of 13th century pettery was
recovered from a  layer which
partially sealed the dirchfills.
This ditch is clearly not the ditch
af the northern (original) balley of
the castle, which 1s now thought to
possibly follow the socutheran side of
Back Lane.

Coggeshall
Following the excavations of the ECC
Archaeology Section in the

north=east of the town prior to the
building of a new school 1In 1985,
the opportunity was taken to sample
two new areas. The first, on the
north side of East Street (Stame
Street), confirmed thkat the ditch
forming the eastern boundary of the
Roman ‘settlement continuned
southwards, and turned west to run
parallel te the road. The second
site, in Queen Street, lay some 450m
west of the eastern Bboundary; no
Romau features were present. The
Roman settlement therefore appears
to have been of square or
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rectangular plan with 1its southern
boundary lying Iimmediately mnorth of
Stane Street. It must have measured

at least 400m north-south, by less
than 450m eagt-west.
Churches (D Andrews)
Pitgea: {5t Michael's): Trial

excavations following redundancy and
prior to conversion works were carried
out for Basildon District Council.
The tesults were largely negative
apart from the discovery of a single
sherd of pottery probably Roman in
date. The church is situated on a
prooinent hilltop, which would have
been an obvigus choice for early
settlement. Since no traces were
found of an earlier structure or even
of debris associated with 1it, it is
thought that the floor level was
probably lowered at the time of the

1871 rebuild and all archaeclogy
removed.
Stebbing: PFeatures revealed beneath

the floor on the south side of the
chancel were recorded. No evidence
for an earlier building on the site
was noted. The foundation fremches of
the south wall and chancel arch (this
extended in the nineteenth -<century)
were clearly wvisible. Three cut
features, one probably a post hole,
may have been assoclated with the
construction of the chancel.

Liston: During works a brick vault was
observed benesath the chancel and
contained lead coffins which appeared
to be stacked on a rock on at least
two levels. It probably dated from
the eighteenth century.

Langham: Three brick waultes, probably
nineteenth century were found beneath
the south ailsle.

Layer Marney: Restoration of the early
sixteenth century church prompted an
examination of the fabric which has
shown that the windows originzlly had
imitation ashlar jambs in plasterwork.
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The rubbed brick hood woulds were
covered with pink plaster .to make
them look like sectional terra cotta
mouldings. Pink plaster was also
applied to the plinths below the
windows. At a later date the body

of. the church, but not the tower,-

was completely plastered.

Little Totham: Test holes were
excavated against the outslide walls
of the church but revealed nothing
of archaeological importance.

Aerial Photography

An aerial photographic survey of the

county was undertaken during the
summer of 1985.  Funds for the
project were provided by Essex
County Council and ABMC. The survey
Prograome had two general
objectives:
1) To survey the Chelmer ~
Blackwater Valley. This ig a

contained geographical region

rich 4dn sand and pgravel
sub-soils extensively settled
Since the early prehistoric

period and was consideraed to
have high potential for the
location of new crop mark

sites. Areas likely to be
affected by sand and gravel
quarrying; Industrial and

housing developments and new
road schemes  wete to be
intensively surveyed.

i1y To survey and photograph
gpeclific archaeological
monuments and to obtain high
quality aerial photographs of
these sites. The photographs
would concentrate upon sites of
outstanding importance but
more general views of tracts of
landscape, particularly river
valleys, would be taken.
Photographs obtalaed were to be
used for tourist promotion,
archaeological publication and
enhancement of the Sites and

Monuments Record.

A total of eight one to two hour
flights were undertaken and both
objectives were successfully
achieved despite an exceptlonally
wet summer. The poor weather was
a particular hindrance to the
ivwplenentation of the Chelmer
Valley cropmark survey. It had
been 1ntended teo carry out ten
flights, each of ome hour's
duration; however by the end of
June only two of these had been
undertaken because of the
exceptionally wet weather. A two
week dry spell at the end of July

afforded the only further
opportunity to photograph the
fleeting appearance of

archaeological cropmarks and the
opportunity was used to the full
with four two hour flights being
undertaken douring this twe week
pericd. The results are
currently teing studied,
interpreted and plotted and a
report on these will be
fortheoming form the Archaeology
Section. All new archaeclogical
sites recorded on these
photographs will be added to the
Sites and Monuments Record.

The second objective of the survey, to
obtain good gquality aerlal photographs
of important monyments was
successfully achieved; sites
photographed included: Bartlow Hills,
Leighs Priory, Pleshey Castle, Great
Canfield motte, Wallbury Hillport,
Greenstead Church, St. Osyth's Priory,
Hadleigh Castle, Coalkpuse  Fort,
Harwich Redoubt and Tilbury Fort.
Ceneral views of the Thames, Chelmer -
Blackwater and Crouch river estuaries
were also taken. Coplas of all
photographs will be accessioned into
the SMR.



Joachim Matthews

The rise to power and influence in
Essex of the merchant, Joachim
Matthews, during the Civil War
period is well documented and has
been weticulously studied by Dr.
Quintrell. A combination of
administrative asslduity and
expertise, enthusiasm for the war
and determination to secure power as
a means to further reformation 1in
Church  and State  brought  the
Important Divisional Committee at
Romford under his control ard that
of his Independent allies by 1646.
Their rise was accompanied by the
departure or removal of senior
county adwoinistrrators (from families
of wuch higher social standing) as a
result of the high 1levels of

taxation, the Iincreasing degree of
centralization and raligious
radicalism generated by the
conflict. Much the same process was

taking place 1in other counties.
Matthew's advancement was an example
of changes occurring on a national
scale.

What wmakes his rise
difficult to explain is the Ffact
that, prier te his purchase of an
estate in Essex in 1642, Matthew's
origing and previous career are
highly obscure. What experlence he
brought to Civil War administration
iz not knowm. Fortunately, it is
now possible te throw some new light
on this problem and to show his
career Iin an altogether different
perspective. This 1s due to the
sutvival of a notebook kept by the
Royalist clergyman, Richard Symonds,
in which he recorded observations on
a number of his Essex
contemporarias.

even more

The significant passage in Symond's

notes reads:

"Mathewes - whome they call coll
Mathewes liuing by Rumford in
Essex was a forward lad & wayting
for employment in ye Court pgot to
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be under Clerke to Sr Tho: Mewtys
clerke to the Priuy Councell & in

that employmt gott an helre to a
Citizen worth 400011 & that set him
up then an officer for the Parlt.
died in winter 1658. Ho great
schollar - Mr G Aylof' ({British
Library Harleian Ms 991 fol 321)
Heauty's own unpublished

correspendence in the Essex Record
Office (D/DBy Cl8 fol.33r} confirms
that 'my man Mathewes' was one of his

servants in December, 1629. Of course,
it 1s not possible to assert that
Matthews had been ambitious enocugh to
seek a Court career merely on the
basls of Sywond's observatiocns. Tt
would be necessary to have
contemporary confirmation for it
rather than retrospective Royalist
comment. But It does explain how in
the service of Sir Thomas Meautys -
who enjoyed the patronage first of
Francis Bacon, later Lord Chancellor,
and then of Buckingham, the favourite
of successive Kings, thereby securing
appointment as one of the Clerks of
the Privy Council inm 1622 and a nuunber
of other offices as well — Matthews's
administrative skills were gained.
What impact his service at Court had
on him can only be a matter for
speculation in the absence of detailed
evidence but there is no doubt about
his thostility to the Ring's cause
after 1642. It -would be ironic indeed
if the expertise Matthews applied then
to _enforcing Parliament's emergency
measures had First been used to help
his master, who as the senior Council
clerk after 1636 had been Muster
Masrer-Genaral, ralse forces agaiust
the Scots betwean 1638 and 1640
thereby precipitating the erisis which
brought the whole Caroline regime
down. 411 that can safely and
legitimately be said 1s that it was at
Court that Matthews acquired the
administrative skills that he used to
such effect in Essex after 1642, For
him, at least, the Civil War wmarked
the opportunity to rise by his
talents. .
Christopher Thompson.
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Stansted Airport

Nearly 6 square kilometres of rural
Esgex will scon disappear beneath
tarmac, brick aud concrete as the
enlarged alrport at Stansted conmes
into being. Building work is
expected to begin iIn spring 1986,
and will continue Iinto the next
decade.

Within the expanded airport, only 5
archaeological sites are known -

three moats, a  Romano-British
gettlement and a possible
water-mill. One of the woats,

Basslagbourn Hall, is circular, the
other two square or rectangular.
Becanse the airport is on boulder
clay, aerlal photography has proved
ineffectkive In locating further
sites, but new sites will inevitably
be discovered during the watching
brief on constructicn work.

In order to deal with this mixture
of known and “unknown™ sites, the
archaeologlcal strategy will have to
be flewible. It is anticipated that
the 5 known sites will be excavated
on a large scale, whereas the
newly-found sites will be sampled as
circumstances permit. Any discovery
of wajor Ilaportance, however, such
as an early prehistoric settlement,
would jJustify investigatlon on a
more substantial scale.

Within the rescue framework, it will
be possible to explere a number of

research themes. Foremost among
these will be the study of the
medieval landscape, based on the

investigation of the three moats.
The archaeologlical findings will be
integrated with information from
documentary scurces. Secondly, the
enormgus scale of construction work
at Stansted will provide a thorough
experimental test of ideas ahout how
settlement began and develcped om a
boulder clay subsoll.
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How is all this work to be funded?
The British Airports Authority 1is to
provide 75% of the funds, with the

remainder made up by a grant from
English Heritage. The BAA is also
generously making available two

buildings for use as hostels for the
excavators. Fieldwork began in
November with the excavation of the
large and complicated moated site at
Colchester Hall, under the direction
of Howard Brooks, who formerly worked

for the Colchester Archaeological
Trust.
Volunteers are mneeded urgently to

help with work at Colchester Hall (and
later on at other sites). Those who
are interested should contact Howard
Brooks or Owen Bedwin at ECC Planuning
Department, Globe House, New Street,
Chelmsford.

Owen Bedwin
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Institute on Archaeology Summer
Schools in Archaeology and
Conservation

30 June - B August 1986: various

one-week courses.

The Institute of Archaeology at the
University of London offers 16
archaeology courses and 15
conservation courses on its annual
Summer Schools programme. These
intensive university level courses
entail 35  Thours per week of
lecturesfdiscussions/practical
tuition. Visits to sites and/or
museums are made where appropriate
(the British Museum 1is 5 minutes
walk from the Institute.)

Detailed programme and application
forms from:

James Black,

Co-ordinator, Summer Schools,
Institute of Archaeology,

31-34 Gordon Square,

London WC1lH OPY Tel: 01-387-9651

- ESSEX JOURNAL

A review of Archaeology and Local History

PUBLISHED THREE TIMES A YEAR IN
THE SPRING SUMMER & WINTER
We cover recent excavations, building recording,
and local history research and include news, book reviews,
Jetters and a diary of forthcoming events.

Send your annual subscription with cheque payable to Essex Congress to:
The Hon. Treasurer, EAHC,
12 Mulberry Hill,
Shenfield, Brentwood,
Essex CM15 8JS.

Subscriptions are due on Ist January [ Back numbers‘avai[able.
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New Light on Brass

Thomas Colte of Nether Hall, Roydon,
was a prominent Yorkist, on the
council of Richard, Duke of York,
from 1453. He fought in several of
the Roses battles, - St. Albans in
1455, Ludford in 1459 (where he
saved the 1ife of his master),
Wakefield 1in 1460 (where York was
kllled) and probably at Towton in
1461. Attainted with the Yorkist
leaders during the Interlude of
Lancastrian power in 1459, he came
back to favour under Edward IV in
1461, and in February 1462 received
a grant of the Essex and Suffolk
estates of Lord Roe and the Earl of
Wiltshire, Lancastrians who had beep
attainted 1n their turn; Cthese
estates Included the manor of
Chingford Earls (V.C.H. Essex V,
p-101) and possibly alse Nether
Hall, Roydom; Colte may however havae
acquired this in the 1450%s.

Every modern work of reference
appears to give the date of Colte's
death as 1471. That this date is
derived frow the inseription on his
fine brass in St. Peter's church,
Roydon is clear for example from
J.C. Cox's Little Guide to Essex,

(1909) p.242 and from R.C.H.M,
Essex, II (15921} p. 207. However,
Raymond Cassidy, researching the

Colte family some years ago, noted
that Thomas, while a member of each
of the Parliaments held between 1449
and 1467 (except that of 1459 which
attainted him!) did not attend those
of 1469 and later. This wag
explained by references in the
Calendars of Close and Patent Rolls,
which indicated that Colte, though
living on 18 July 1467 (when he was
appointed second chamberlain of the
Exchequer), was dead by 4 August,
probably in France, to which he had
been ambassador several times in the
previcus few years. (He 1=
described on the brass as Edwardi
regis consul honorificus). In

November 1467 a priest termed the
Ashford vicar was directed to pray for

Colte's soul.

A recent wisit to the church by a
group of members of the Waltham Abbey
Historical Society provided an
opportunity to re-examine the brass.
The inscripticon 1is 1in the expected
Latin black-letter. The date however

1s not in the expected
straight—-forward Roman numerals
(e.g. mecccelxvii for 1467, ot

mececlxxl for 1471%, but (presumably
to agree with the metre unsed for the
whele inscription) is given as M C
quarter semel LXV bis 1.

In reading this, it 1is surely
reasonable ro counnect the bis with the
1, making 1000 + (100 =z 4) + 50 + 10 +
5+ (2 ®1), i.e. 1467, rather than, as
previous readers have evidently done,
with the V¥, making 1471, since the use
V¥ bis (= 10} 1is hardly an elegant
variation for X. There remains a
difficulty with the day of the month
(August), pgiven as bis X Bis 1, 1.e.
22. 22 August 1567 still seems about
{and possibly exactly) a wmonth lare,
but delay in bringing back Colte's
body from France might have led to
error. Morant, (1816) I, p.491 gives
10 Auvgust 15765 the year guoted (which
is followed by Wright II, (1835)
p-300) may possibly be a wuisprint for
1467.

Apart frem natural satisfactlion at the
solution of a puzzle, the change
appears to be of some consegquence
in the dating of the iImportant brick

.tulns of Nether Hall {(T.P. Smith, J.

Brit. Arch. Ass. 129 (1978) p.58),
considered to have been built by
Colte, whose arms formerly appeared in
the now lost hall. Since Colte's
heir, his sem John, was only two years
old in L4667, 1t seems unlikely that
the building continued after Colte's
death. If he had in fact held the
estate since the 1450's, it seems
possible that the craftsmen working on

the analogous building at Rye House,



two miles away, where work probably
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p+112), found their next job cleser

ceagsed in 1454 for a similar reason at hand than they wmight have
(T-P. Smith, Arch. J. 132 (1975) expected!

Een Bascombe,

It 3is to be Thoped that this

BOOKS &

REVIEWS

JANET GYFORD,

Domesday Witham. 17pp. £1.

Some of the entries In Domesday Book
have, for wvarious reasons, become
quite well known. One of the more
famous of rthose in the Essex folios
is the description of Rayleigh,
vhere the post-Conquest additiens of
Suen's castle and vineyard are often
cited as examples of the changes
wrought by the new Rorman
tenants—in-chief. An entry which
deserves to be better known is the
account of the extensive royal manor
of Witham, a classic example of a
type of estate which although once

common in Anglo—Sazon Essex, had
through the ‘break up of large
heldings, becone by 1066
comparatively rare. It may be thac
Witham was more than an anclent
royal wanor, since it 1s wnot
impossible that (like WNewport} at

the time of Domesday it was also the
site of a burh. Whether or not this
was the case, Witham already has a
special place In the administrative
history of eleventh century Essex,
since the lordship of the hundred of
Witham was appurtenant to the manor,
and the income from the fines taken
in the hundred court were included
In the total value of the estate in
1086.

interesting and Informative entry
will become more widely known as the
result of the publication of Janet
Gyford's Domesday Witham (£1 inc pé&p
from the author at Blanfrved, Chalks
Rd, Witham CM8 2BT). In this
attractively-produced 17 page A4
format booklet the author discusses
not only the large royval mamor of

Witham, but alse the eight other
Dowesday entries relating to the
town . Having located the astate

centres on a map of the parish she
goes on to comslder theilr livestock,
population, mills, and other aspects
of them as described in 1084.

There then follow
reproductions of the Domesday text
from the photozincogragh edition,
expanded verslons of the Latin text
and an English transliation, with
notes, for each of the Witham entries.

facsimilie

The 900th Anniversary celebracions of
domesday in 1986 are likely to briung
forth a large number of local studies
based on entries in the survey. Many
of them will be marred by their
author's 1gnorance of late eleventh
century FEngland iIn general, and
Domesday Book in particular, and alse
by aver-enthuslastic attempecs to
ldentify the holdings of 1086 with
estates and boundaries recorded in
later documents and maps. Domesday
Witham betrays none of these faults,
and in it Mrs Gyford gives not only a
thorough analysis of Domesday Witham,
but also an introductlon to Hssex
Demesday entries generally. We may
see next yvear similar studies of other
Essex towns and villages that are as
good as this one, but it is unlikely
that anyone will produce one of higher
quality, elther in its contents, or
presentation.

Peter B Boyden
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John WOODGATE,
The Essex Police, 184pp.
Terence Dalton Ltd.

£9.95.

I found this to be a wvery readable
book. Mr. Woodgate kas obviously
researched very thoroughly into the
subject, quite apart from having
gleaned =several anecdotes  that
leaven the pages of this informative
book. The style of presentation of
the wvolume 1s ecrisp and clean, the
printing clear and the photographs
although from a wvariety of sources
and therefore of differing age and
quality are nonetheless of at least
adequate c¢larity. Whilst on the
subject of photographs I would
ehallenge Mr. Woodgate on  his
idencification of the 1938 Traffic
vehicles, which are I am sure V3
Fords, and not Triumph Dolomites.
(pl46)

The content of the book takes wus
from the Parish Constable, ¢oder the
direct control and Instruction of
the Squire (1680's) right up to the
present day, with VHF radio and on
line computer information. Facts
and figures abound, but this 1s not
a dry book, although it is serious
in intent. Mr Woodgate's total
devotion to his calling, T think one
may even describe it as his
vocation, Is very evident from the
*insideness' of the anecdotes, as
well as from the lmmense amount of
painstaking research that has gone
into the production of.this werthy
effort. As a resldent and indeed
native of Southend on Sea, I could
have done with more on our own
Borough Constabulary, although I
think I may understand the reasons.

I shall be interested toc see what
Mr. Woodgate dees next.

Richard Coleman

David OCCOMORE,
Curlosities of Essex. 134pp. £6.25.

David WEAVER, _

Essex Tales, 60pp. £2.25.
Both  published by Ian Henry
Publications.

Curiosities of Essex {s a splendid
compilation, diligently searched
out, of over 50 Essex broadside
ballads from the 1B8th and 19th
centurles. Illustrated by lively
woodeuts (two appear on the covers
of this Wewsletter) the background
of each ballad has been individually
researched while a running
commentary discusses the rise of the
broadside ballad and {ts compositien
and printing in Essex. 0f wmany
priceless couplets I cannot avoid
the following, consclous though I am
of the libel suits that will follow:

"ChelmsEovd 1s a curious place,
Inside their walls they use folks
Shabby.

We hope to never go again
One inch from Waltham Abbey.”

I think this book is a Must.

Esgex Tales, also from the Tan Henry

stable, 13 vreally a work of
journalism, not hiscory. Plotted
.versions of olde Essex stories, as
heard on Essex Radio, from
Coggeshall Jobs to Wigborough
zeppelins  are succinetly told,

enlivened by freguent {llustratiouns

by Lesley Williams. A cheerful
publication, but the dependance on
secondary sources means that some
hoary old chestnuis receive yet
another airing.

Andrew Phillips.



ESSEX ARCHAEOLOGY BOCK LIST

Francis GREW & Brian HOBLEY, eds.,

Roman urban topography in Britain

and the western empire.- CBA
Research Report 5% (1985}); 3rd
conference on urban archaeology
organised by the CBA and BUA.
Includes: Philip CRUMMY,

'"Colchester: the mechanics of laying
out a town', pp.78-85.

C.M. CUNNINGHAM & P.J. DRURY,

Post—-medieval gites and thelir

pottery: Moulsham Street,

Chelmsford.
Chelmsford Archaeological Trust
Report 5, CBA Research Report 54
(1985). Includes typology for Essex
post—Roman pottery, especially
c.1450-1750; site report for 59-63
Moulsham  Street, including the
site's use by a leatherworker and as
an lon; and review of the pottery
production at Stock, Essex, whence
much of the Moulsham Street ceramics
came .

Rogalind NIBLETT, Sheepen: an early
Roman Indugrrial site at
Camulodunum. CBA Research Report 57
(1985). Report of 1970 excavation at
Sheepen.

Justine BAYLEY Paul DRURY and Brian

SPENCER, A medieval uwirror from
Heybridge, FEssex. ANTIQUARIES
JOURNAL 64/2 (1984), 399--402, IList

of British examples, some previously
thought to be Roman.

Malcolm TODD, Cppida and the Roman
army. A review of recent evidence;
with a note on Camulodunum by
C.F.C. Hawkes. Early post—conquest
military use aof pre—existing
fortifications. OXFORD JOURNAL OF
ARCHAEOLCGY 4/2 (1985), 187-199.

R.J. SPAIN, Romane—British
watermills, ARCHAEOQOLOGIA CANTIANA
100 (1984), 101-128. See  pp.
111-112, wicth fig. &: 'Probable RB
wgfermill site oear Ardleigh,
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Essex =~ at Spring Valley WM{ill,
investigated in the early 1950 but
never publilshed.

Terence Paul SMITH. The medieval
brickmaking industry in England
1400-1450. BAR British serles 138
{1985% (£10 post free from BAR}:
formative period, amnd much scattered
evidence brought together here to
show ~ the accepted wview must be
changed. :

J.E. PEARCE, A.G. VINCE & HM.A.

JENNER, A dated type series of London
medieval pottery part 2:; London-type

WATE . LAMAS Special paper no. 6
{1985}). Essex sites and collectlons
included.

I.C. FREESTONE, N.D. MEEKS & A.P.
MIDDLETON, Retention of phosphate in
buried ceramics: an electron microbeam
approach. ARCHAEQMETRY 27/2 (1985),
161-177. = Study of effect of chemical

changes in the so0il on elemental
analysis for provenance
investigations. Uses Late Tron Age

sherds; ands also znalyses glassy slag
from Mucking. Inconclusive results.

Geoff EGAN, Post—-medieval Britain in
1983, POST-MEDIEVAL ARCHEACLOGY 18
(1984). Audley End "House, p-313; &
Hill Hall, Theydon Mount.

Martin DEAN, A boat recovered from the
foreshore at West Mersea in Essex.

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF NAUTICAL
ARCHAEOLOGY 1473 {1985}, 217-226.
Late 18th/early 19th century; being

restored at the Katicnal Maritime
Museum, as onz of many classes of boat
of which there is ne adegquate record.

Cecil A. HEWETT, English cathedral and
monastic carpentry. Phillimore, 1985;
825, Out at last; plenty of Essex

- illustrations.

JO DRAPER, et al, Excavations by Mr.
H.P. Cooper on the Roman site at Hill
Farm, Gestingthorpe, Essex.

Fast Anglian Archaeology Reports 25

Isobel Thompson .
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LIBRARY REPORT

A large collection of Manuscripe
material has now been deposited in

the Colchester & District Branch
Record Office, some for forwarding
to Chelmsford. We have retained

Maps, Prints, photographic material,

brass—-rubbings, drawings and
water—-colours. Colchestger is
fortunate 1In Thaving the Local

Studies Centre in the Trinity Street
County Library as well, adnirably
equipped for basic family histery.

Toe make more room in Library 2, it
has now been possible to move C18
books to the stock-room. The
Short-Title catalogue of those in
locked cupboards 1in Library 2 will
now be extended to cover all these
books. An exerclse also useful with
reference to a tequest for aid from
E.5.T.C. the Eighteenth Century
Short-Title Catalogue now in
preparation by the British Library
in cellaboration with the Louisiana
State Library at Baton Rouge.

This project covers all publication
designed to reach approprilate
readers, so even the huwble printer

Manor of

QTHER NEW PUBLICATIONS

Mary PAUL & Juliet ALLERTON,

See How They Run: Tales Compiled from
the Esgsex & Suffolk Hunt. £6.50

Pub: Mrs Paul, Wherstead, Ipswich.

George ASSINDER,

A History of Little Hallingbury.
£2.00. Pub: Author, Dell Lane, Little
Hallingbury.

Iris PARKER,
Look About Norman Essex. £7.%5. Pub:
Author, South Drive, Brentwood.

v.T.C. SMITH,
Defending Londons's
North Kent Books.

River. £3.00.

who specialised in "Lost, Stol'n or
Stray'd” wotices, and also went
round sticking them up may now hope
for immortality, if any survive.

The adwirable book on the surveyors,
"The Walkers of Hanningfield" has
kindly been presented to the Library
by Julian and Margaret Cormwall, who
asked the Committee to suggest a
purchase. Gifts of this sort are a
most welcome reinforcement to our
limited funds, and are duly
acknowledged within the covers.

Library 1 is in much demand for the

Library Exchange services. 1t is
hoped members realise what an
coutstanding resource rthis lidrary

is. So extensive a colleétion of
learned periodicals 1s a national
rarity. No appointment Is needed
for its use, except for foreign

language series, which come from many
parts of Europe.

No-one has seolved the problem of the
Moswell mentioned iIn a
previous Newsletter.

John Bensusan-Butt.

RN PSP T SRR N
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GONE. Despite the appeals of this
Society, the Victorian Soclety and
Colchester Borough Council, thea

North East Essex Health Authority
have demclished Essex Hall, the

former railway hotel (1843} by Lewis
Cubi tt.
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SOCIETY BUSINESS

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1986 These are due on January lst 1986. Members
who pay annually by cheque will find pay-
ment forms enclosed. Please help Richard Coleman, the Membership
Secretary, by paying promptly and returning the form with your
payment. Please note that in 1986, for the first time, reminders‘
of unpaid subscriptions will be sent out with the Annual Report.ln
late May; members whose subscriptions are wholly or partly unpaid
will not receive copies of the Spring News.

ESBEX ARCHAEOLOGY & BISTORY: AVAILABILITY Volumes 8, 10, 11 and
AND PRICES OF BACK NUMBERS FOR 1988 12 are now out of print.
Yolumes 6 and 13 are
not available separately at present, but only as part of sets as
follows:-

Volumes 4, 5, 6 and 7 - £5-00, postage £1-72

Volumes 13,14 and 15 - £11-00, postage £1-33

Volumes available individualliy:-

Volume 4 - S0p Volume 9 - £1-00 Post and packing
Volume & - €£1-00 Volume 14 - £3-00 66p per volume except
Volume 7 - 40p Volume 15 - £5-00 Volume 7 - 24p.

Volume 16 , when published, £7-50, post free, to non-members.
Apply to Elizabeth Sellers, 1 Chignall Road, Chelmsford CM1 2JA

A BELATED THANK-YOU On July 6th a group of members and friends
visited the County Archaeology Unit's dig at
Springfield. This was one of the better Saturday afternoons of a
rather dull, cold summer; we were treated to an extended walk-about
of this important Pre-historic, Roman and, predominantly, Saxon
site, We then adjourned to the village hall at Boreham to view a
display of finds from the site, take tea and hear short talks on
various aspects of the site from Dave Buckley and members of his
staff. Many thanks to Dave and his staff, and to the tea-makers,
for a most satisfying afternoon EES

NEWS FROM COUNTY HALL

THE ESSEX RECCRD OFFICE The upstairs search room closed for

moving on November 14th and will re-opeh
on December 16th in their new extended and re—furbished rooms on the
ground floor, While they are moving booking is strictly by letter
only; once they re-open bookings may again be made by phone, letter
or personal visit, Since the office is likely to be very busy it
will still be advisable to book well! ahead. The entrance to the

v ——



otfice is now in Victoria Road South — opposite the Baptist Chapel.
Entering - by steps or ramp - one turns right through the bock-
shop and left, past coat racks and microfilm readers to reach the
catalogue area and the issuing counter. The main working area is
then te the right with the library shelved round the walls, There
are twenty four seats at tables and four at microfilm readers with
two more microfilm readers available for use at tables. Not yet
available — but coming scon - two booths for searchers with type-
writers and tape recorders and an accelerated xerox service - there
is to be an additional machine at the issuing counter to deal with
small orders on the spot. There is a small room, on the left of the
main entrance, as a'"Searchers Bnug" for eating and talking. Also on

the ground floer, is a uni-sex cleoakroom which provides toilet
facilities for people in wheelchairs.

THE ARCHAEOLOGY SECTION  The site of the Chignall St James Roman
has recently changed hands. and it has
been discovered recently that pipe drains have been laid across the
site at 30 metre intervals - unwittingly or wittingly! It appears
that the law is still not able to provide full protection for
scheduled monuments: it is hoped that the HBMC will see their way
to a prosecution in this case.

The section produced ancther newspaper supplement about their work
in September which was issued as part of the Essex Chronicle and
allied local papers. Copies free, in exchange for a large stamped
addressed envelope from:- The County Archaeclogist, Planning Dept.,
Globe House, New Street, Chelmsford CM1 1LF. The section has also
published an illustrated A4 leaflet to . publicise their work - copies
from the same address - sae please.

COMING EVENTS
The Society has been privileged to receive an invitation to visit
Faulkbourne Hall « the most impressive fifteenth century brick
mansion in the county: no date fixed yet but likely to be one
Sunday in August.

Forthcoming West Essex Archaeological Group Lectures include:-
March 10th ~ Excavations at Springfield by Dave Buckley,
June 9th - Local Excavations by Mike Stone
Both at 7-45 pm at Methodist Hall, Winchester Rd, Highams Park.
COACHES FROM CHELMSFORD

Essex Record Users are arranging journies
on six Wednesdays in 1986 to Chancery Lane,
Kew, Cambridge and Bury St Edmunds. These are mainly intended for
people who want to do research but, if space allows, anyocne who
wants a day-out with cheap travel is welcome to come too. Booking
forms and full details available in February from Elizabeth Sellers
- stamped addressed envelope please.

AROGUND THE COUNTY

From Colchester, Catalogue Number 17 reports on excavations at the
Gilberd School - which uncovered a fifty-yard stretch of Roman




barrack block - summarises briefly discoveries at Culver Street and
describes some small finds of especial interest. The excavators at
Colchester are geing through adifficult time because of financial
stringencies and problems with the availability of sites.

Rescue News Number 37 carried a report on the rescue work being
done at Braintree by the Brain Valley Archaeclogical Society. This
issue also included articles on "Professionalism in Archaeology”,

on the work of the Scole Committee in Norfelk, on"Recent Legal and
Administrative Changes in Archaeology” and, particularly compelling
I thought, "Guardianship of Ancient Monuments - Time to Call a Halt
to Their Destruction" and "Educaticn - An Opportunity and arn Obli-
gation".

The Chelmsford press has reported that negotiations between the
Trustees of Pleshey Castle and The National Trust have finally
broken down; Moulsham Mill restoration at Chelmsford is now complete
~ and very nice it looks too. Local beekeepers have been discussirng
that lead poisoning - the result of using pewter utensils - may have
contributed to the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire.

The GEC in-house newspaper Topic has published photos of Colchester
Castle and of excavation in preopress at Sutton Hoo - after dark

and using Osram floodlighting anf UV lamps to detect skeleton traces.
The London Archaeologist Vol5 No.2. Summarises work done in 1884 by
Passmore Edwards Museum and reports at length, with illustrations,
on Mark Recdknap's excavations inside the church of St Mary, Little
Ilford. Ancther article -~ "Hard Copy Graphic Displays for Archaecl-
ogists" includes the tile pieces distribution plot from Mucking.

The Centre of East Anglian Studies is advertising the publication

of Report No 25, Excavations by Mr H P Cooper on the Roman Site at
Hill Farm, Gestingthorpe, Essex.

THE NATIONAL SCEXNE

From CBA Newsletters. Sep/Oct - reports on the activities of groups

of metal detector users which have compelled the Surrey Archasclogical
Society to raise funds and mount emergency excavations on a major

Tron Age site on the Hog's Back - announces developments in the field
of archaeological education for schools. Nov/Dec - summarises the
consultative report on the presentation and conservation of Maiden
Castle and reports briefly - with an areial photograph of the area -
on the known extent of the work involved (excavation has already
begun) in consequence of the developments at Stansted Airport. Both
include the usual wide selection of recent archaeological publications.
The latest Annual Reports from The Medieval Village Research Group,
1984 and The Moated Sites Research Group, 1985, include pelicy state-
ments for the preservation and excavation of these types of sites.
MSRG is to consider merging with MVRG, at its AGM in mid-December.

The members magazine National Trust,for Autumn 1985, reperts on the
Trust's archaesological activities. It is sad that the Trust's increas-
ingly informed approach to archaeology has not prevented extensive
ploughing and re-seeding of the park at Wimpole Hall thereby obliter-
ating surface evidence of medieval occupation.




In Current Archaeology Number 96 - there is an interesting reader's
letter, referring to early C19 American colonists in America who
found their equivalent of Grubenhauser preferable to log cabins in
very cold winters. .
Local Population Studies No. 34 - reports the initiation of the
Historian's Medical Information Bureau: this has the blessing of the
Wellcome Unit for the History of Medicine at Oxford and is intended
to put non-medical histeorians in touch with medical men willing to
help with specialist knowledge.
It is reported in the press that the Lord Chancellor has taken advice
on the microfilming of post 1857 wills.
It is good to hear that the Littlecote Appeal was successful in their
appeal for funds to save this Civil War Armoury and that this import-
ant collection will now be cared for by the Tower of London Armoury
staff. New displays at the Tower are almost complete and well worth
a visit.

RECENT.PUBLICATIONS

Stan Newens' A History of North Weald Bassett and Its People was
launched at an enormous party on November 29th; the village hall

was packed and over 200 copies were sold., £15-50 until January 31st,
then £17-00. Covers the history of the parish and its houses and also
many local families both old established and more recent incomers.
Agricultural History Review., 1985, 33, Part I: notes the publication
of Agriculture in a Region of Ancient Enclosure{Witham area) by R H
Britnell in Nottinghamshire Medieval Studies,XXVII, pp37-55 and
Lords Bushes, The History and Ecology of an Epping Forest Woodland
by M W Hanson in Essex Naturalist, VII, ppl-89. Part II: notes
Berden and its neighbours recorded; extracts from the 'Herts and
Essex Observer' collected by C I Cherry. The auther, Spoon Crofit,
Stocking Pelham, Herts, 198l. Reviews include The East Anglian

Linen Industry: Rural Industry and Local Economy. Gower, 1985 and
Economic Expansion and Social Change: England 1500-1700. CUP 1984,

2 vols - a new synthesis which incorporates new work up to 1984,

The Local Historianm. 16 Part 7, August 198%: Reviews Studies in Late
Saxon Settlement - ed. W L Faull. Oxford University Dept for Extra-
Mural Studies- which includes a paper by Warwick Rodwell on the
siting of churches, notes the publication of Vintage Steam Ownhers
and Operators of the Colne Valley Area - R A Harding. £3-25 from

Mr a Corder-Birch, Berriewood, Church Green, Little Yeldham and

One Hundred Timber Belfries of Essex. D R Mott. £1-00 from the author
at 21 Conrad Road, Stanford-le-Hope. *16 Part 8, November 1985:
surveys Parish Magazines ag a source for village history and boocks
to read on landscape history, and Notes of News describes the work
of the Halstead and District Local History Society.

Six of George Sturt's classic accounts of early Ci9 life are now
available in paperback and Oxford University Press has produced

hard and paper back versions of The Diary of Thomas Turmer —17254-
1765, Because of the Diarist's involvement in so many aspects of the
life of his parish - East Hoathly, Sussex - this is essential read-
ing for village historians. EES Dec 1985




GENERAL INFORMATION
ADDRESSES OF HONORARY OFFICERS:-

Secretary to Council: Librarian:
Wrs L Cooper Mr J Bensusan-Butt
208 Station Road J1b Lexden Road

Leigh-en-Sea 559 58U Colchester CO3 3PX
Southend-on-5ea 712038 Colchester 74758

Membership Secretary:
Mr R W C Coleman

23 Somerville Gardens
Leigh-on-Sea 559 10D

The position of Honorary Meetings Secretary is vacant. Please watch the
programme announcements in the newsletter and address queries about
meetings to the organisers of individual events. Other queries about
meetings to the Administrative Secretary - see below.

ENQUIRIES about missing or defective publications and about the supply
of recent back numbers to the Administrative Secertary:

Mrs J E Sellers, 1 Chignall Road, Chelmsford CM1

2JA  Chelmsford 355260
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“Hemotial at 12 p.m., picking up at
Chelmsford (Army & Navy) NAMES AND
ENQUIRIES TO CHRISTINE MABRITT

' ) . {Col. 575037). Joint Meeting with
Y \qﬁb Colchester Civic Soclety.
- / R
- Faulkbourne Ball.
C OM’NG May 25th. By kind invitation of Mr
: W. Oxley Parker, a rare opportunity
; te see this outstanding private
EVEN TS house . Pevsner: “"the w@ost
’ impressive C15 brick mansion in the

county”. 2,30 at Faulkbourne Hall

(parking imside the grounds). The :

Hall 1s ‘on the road from W{tham e

White Notley. Afterwards tes and a

visit to the Church. £1.50 ALL
' NAMES IN ADVANCE TO ANDREW PHILLIPS
:  PROGRAMME FOR 1986 (Col. 46775). Numbers limited.

Ensex History Fair

Fourth Aunual Morant Lecture

: . ~ Jume Bth at the Castle, Castle
March 2lst. Dr. Arthur Brownm om Hedingham. 11 a.m. to 8 p.s.

"Forgotten  Voices:- Agricultural Stalls pispl

' » plays, Cl7 Military
I_;al;gurer: 1nuiln9ol:rhie:eu:::y GE::::; Manoeuvers, working craftamen,
; Pl * Renaigsance Dance and Musiec, End of
East Hill, Colchester (Opposite the Pler Show, Morris Men, Yeoman
Bollytrees Museum}. Lecture and Band. Steam Train Rides at nearby

Buffet {includes wine) £2.50; tre. A day for mll the Family.
Lecture Ouly £1. NAMES TO CHRISTINE centre ay tor = & Fently

MABBITT (Tel: Colchester 575037) Anpual General Meeting

An Evening For Margaret Cormwall. June 21st at Hoekley Communf{ty

Centre, Buckingham Road {see map) at

April 11th. From 7,30, Minories Art 2.30. Pollowed by 1llustrated talk
Gallery, Colchester. A slide show 'Smallpox, Soclety & Population in
of Soclety Outinge down the years, Cl18 Essex' by Joha Smith, Branch
refreshments aud a little Archivist, Southend. £1 (includes
CATEmony. A Socisl Evening in tea) _

honour  of our former Soclal MORNING VISIT to Hockley Woods,
Secretary. £I. NAMES TO CHRISTIKE conducted by Brian Watmough,
MABBITT (Tel: Col. 575037) Woodlands Officer. 1¢.30 a.m.

Hockley Weods, by The Bull pub
. 014 Father Thames il .

Sutton Hoo Excavation

April 27th. Meet at North Woolwlich
01d Station Museum at 1.45 p.m.
(off All7 and opposite Woolwich
Ferry). Steam Traln rides. Then to
new Thames Barrier (vla Biackwall

Auguat 10th. As seen on T.V., this
year's dig will have Just begum.
Tour of aite. Then ta Sutton Hoo
Museum at Woodbridge followed b
Tuncel or foot tuppel for the tea. We hope to rﬁn a coach fro:
robust), tour, boat trip and Cea. Chelmsford via Colchester. Details
Members ave encouraged to travel by pext Hewslebter. NAMES TO ANDREW
COACH, _leaying  Colchester War  ppyyyypg (Col. 46775)
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Martele Manor, Dunmow

August 30th. By kind imvitatfoo of
Lady Plowden, a visit toc & house
rarely open to the public. Maet
2.30. Then to Black Chapel on Al3D
with guide. £1.50 NAMES IN ADVANCE
TO EILEEN BELL {Gr. Dunmow 1695}

Waltom—on—the Naze

September 27th. Tour of historie
Walton by Peter Boyden and visit to
the 0l1d Lifeboat Heritage Centre.
Keet at Railwey Station 2.30.
£1.50. WAMES TO PAT LEWIS (Frinton
79376). Joint meeting with Walton
and Frinton Beritage Trust.

Morant Dinner

October 10th. The 0ld Court Hotel,

Bocking. HAMES TO  MARGARET
CORNWALL.
PLEASE NOTE. You asre asked to book

for each event (and cancel, 1if
necessary) by phoning or writing to
the named organisor. Better still,
fi1l in the loose booking form with
thiz Newsletter; semd it with the
money to the President.
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The Spalding Photos

Between S5th and 3th April over 100
of the photographs of the two Fred
Spalding, the Chelmsford
photographers, father and son, who
between them recorded some 6000
gcenes of Mid Essex 1ife from 1860
to 1940, will be displayed 1in
Chelmsford Cathedral.

The glass negativea of the Spalding
business were rescued by Dr Emmison
for the Essex Record Office when the
shops closed in the 1950's, and have
now been copied and printed under a
M.5.C. Scheme.

Asgsoclated with the Exhibition,
which will be open Monday to
Saturday 10.30 to 4.30, will be a

lecture at 7.30 7th April by Stan
Jarvia, on “The World of Fred
Spalding”, and an “Antique photo
Road Show™ at 7.30 10th April,
organised by the Chelmsford Soclety,
when peopie can bring along their
old local photos for appraisal and
gee glidee of locel bygone Bcenpes.
Vie Gray

Chelmsford Museum Antual Lecture
Friday 4th April, “Archaelogy,
Architecture and Mugeums; The
problems of Churches.”

Speaker: Dr Warwick Rodwell.
Cramphorn Theatre, 8.00 admigzion
free.

Errata: New light on Brass. {(Wincer

Newsletter)

Page 16 paragraph 4
for 1567 read 1467
Eor 1576 read 1476
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Essex History Fair: Hedingham Castle

"vesss0r the Topsy Show™ wmight be a
suitable sub-title for the Essex
History Falr, which will burst upon
the world at Hedingham Castle, &th
June. It '"Jjust grew' from an idea
within the E.S.A.H thro' rthe very
successful dry run at Saffron Walden
in 1984, to the wmammoth event
planned for June around and within
the Norman Keep, and spilling over
into the 18th century grounds. It
will be such a harlequinade of Essex
Ristory as has rarely, If ever,
been assembled: A score of local

goclietien: Craftsmen and
booksellers; librarians, and
Archaeologists: archivigts and

museum curators; tourist offices and
teachers; will be displaying thelr
skills and wares. There will be
music from troubadours te a concert
patrey. Thete will be military
skirmishes (15th and 17th century,)
and dancing {(Courtly te Morris).
Among attractlons booked to date are
the East Anglian Regiment; the White
Company, the Civil War Soclety,
Essex Historical Dance, and cthe



Grand Company of Guisers, all for £2
for adults and £1 for children, all
from 10 am to 8 pm. E.S.A.H has
played a proud and important role
alongside other County bodies in the
planning of the History Failr. Come
and enjoy the results!
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County News

The Essex County Library Local
Studies Bramch at Colchester 1I1s
feeding on to computer the entire
1871 Census for Essex. This mammoth

operation has now run for six
months. Colchester has been
completed and work has begun on
Maldon. As yet the information has
not been digested in a form suitable
for public access. Watch this
space.
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NEWS FROM

COUNCIL

EE e T e

As well as attending the Essex
History Failr (June 8th) we hope that
members will be willing to offer
themselves as marshalls to assist
with organisation (traffic etc.) and
(b) Do a spell at the Soclety's
stall where we hope to 1interest
potential new members.

Would volunteer marshalls please
ring Bill Liddell (02774/53751) and

volunteer stall  minders Lesley
Cooper (0702/712038). Our photo
display will receive its first
outing at the Morant Lecture on
March 2lst.

3
The change of the Society's name has
meant the need to re-examine the
Society's Rules — or Comstitution as
we should say. A working Party has
made some proposed amendments and
these have now been vetted by the
Chairity Commissioners -  whose
approval we requira. We hope to
print a revised Comstitution for you
with the next Newsletter. It will
then come before members for
approval at the A.C.M. in June.
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The search for a successor to
Margaret Cormwall to coordinate the
Society's programme continues. Is
that person reading this? An offer
would be welcome.

o> ESSEX
c—> NEWS

Frinton and Walton Heritage Trust

The Frinton and Walton Heritage
Trust was formed after a guccession

of local public meetings and
following the cessation of the
activities of the Walton Record
office.

In just under two years It has
recruited over three hundred

members, and it starts 1986 with two
functional Heritage Centres.

The main exhibition centre is the
100 years old Pormer Lifeboat House
at East Terrace, Walton. During the
last twelve months over five
thousand pounds has been spent in
restoring the building and last
August a one month long exhibition
there attracted over three thousand
visitors. This summer there will be
a succession of interpretative
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exhibitions. The Centre was awarded

£1500 from the Conservation
Foundation last July and has been
glven two Highly Commended Awards by
other national heritage foundatioms.

The secoud centre, a smaller one, is
the 100 years old Crosaing Gates
Cottage at Frionten B R Station. The
rooms at this cottage are mainly
used as a store and research ceantre
and the large garden Is being
restored as & Victorian cottage
garden. The disused “down" platform
on the gtation houses & long, seven
feet high, wmural depicting Frinton
as @n Edwardian seaside resort.
Other ecological work including tree
planting, footpath preservation ete
has also been undertazken by the
Trust.

The Crossing Gates Cottage and
garden haa also won heritsge awards
and grants from the Kodak
Conservation Trust, the Conservation
Voluoteera  Truse, the Queen's
Jubilee Trust aud the Shell Better

Britain Heritage Trust.

More information about the Trust can
be obtafned from the Hon Secretary }
Clement Jones CBE, FRSA, 7 South

View Drive, Walton on the Naze, CD14
8EP Tel Frinton ow Sea 77087

FECHEFFPEARERRRRF AN FRRELEREEE R AY
BOOK REVIEW
Arthur Stanley NEWENS

A History of North Weald and Irs
People. xxii + 364 pp. £17,00

Thiz 1s the first full-length
book, and only the second
comprehensive study of North
Weald to appear - the Ffirst being
the 12-page account in VCH Essex,
Volume Iv. The difference
between the two Is epitomised in
the last three words of the title
of the book. Stan Newens'

intereat in people as individuals
shines through the text from the
acknovledgements on pp x - xi
{(over B0 pames nenciomed) to the
index at the end.

The book <consists of two parts.
The first 197 pages (14
chapters) treat of the history of
the parish. It is essentially
soclal history: there are 190
illustratiens but only two maps
{ Chapman and Andre 1777 and
1:25000 Ordance Survey with
additions 1985), aod these, being
on the end papers and covers,

glve the impression of an
afterthought to such a
well-produced volume. Very few

numerical data are provided, and
aven the census population
figures are not quoted except for
the 1801 figure of 620.

The author would surely agree
that North Weald (except perhaps
for its eirfield) has not played
a great role in the history of
England, but its people come to
1ife here with a wvengence. The
teconstruction of the willage In
the late 17th century, wusing a
rating liet of 1678, achieves
gomething which this reviewer has
alwvays bellved should be possible
but has not found the coursge {or
the time) to attempt for his own
{adoittedly rather larger)
community. An analogous study using -
the census returns for 1851 — a few
years before the arrival of the
rallway put literally is train the
transformation of an agricultural
village into a primarily commuting
community = 1s equally fasclnating:
and the story 1s carried through to
1984, with accounts of the airfleld
and radio station as well as the
chureh, village hall, school, local
ghops and houses and opuch elae.
Stau is not afraid to use quotations
from original documents in the Essex
Record Office, sultably printed In
italfcs by his brether, Reg, who
must have had a fascinating (eor
infuriating) time with such gems as



a _breghe at North Welde Bassett that

doth gretle A noy the cantre

{for want of repair, evidently).
This was 1o 1556, the year after the
obligation was lald om each parish
to maintain the highways ruoning
through 1t. The highways throegh
North Weald now carry more traffic
than in those days, but any reader
of this book 1s unlikely in future
to regard North Weald as just anothe
tedious built—up area to be
traversed on the All6l. It must
have been exciting to learn history
from Stan Newens in his teaching
days.

The extent of the author's affection
for his adopted wvillage and its
people (he was nine when hiz family
moved to North Weald) 1s shown in
the second part (Chapter XV of the
book); nearly 130 pages are devoted
to historles and femily trees of
gome 60 families rvesident ac one
time or another in North Weald.

Anyone Interested 1in surnames Aley,
Avey, Hennett, Binckes, Bingham,
Blatch, Borawm, Bridges, Burrell,
Chappell, Chew, Cholas, Cockerell,
Crisp, Cuffley, Davis, Dawes,
Dorrington, Edmunds, Eaberson,
Fuller, Glasscock, Goodall, Gridley,
Rarrison, Hart, Heath, King, Larder,

Latchford, @Law, Livings, Lowen,
Lyall, Marrable, HNaeh, FPadfield,
Pain or Payne, Parris, Pavite,
Pearce, Pegrum, Poulton, Pyne,

Rayment, Redington, Searle, Seymour,
S1lvester, Smith, Soper, Sortwell,
Spranger, S5Stallibrass, Symonds (and
Kirkby), Tarling, Thorowgood, Vane
or Waterman - especlially if there

are known or suspected family
menbers in Worth Weald or
surrounding parishes - should

consult thia book. This section of
the book = which is, of course,
¢ompletely new = must have been a
“labour of love” over many years.

How the author, whoe was H-P. for the
former Epping Constituency (which
{ucluded North Weald!) from 1964 ro
1970 and for Harlow (also including
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18 now a member of the European
Pgrliament for London Central, has
managed to fiud time to write this
book fs a problem, especially as he
has always been an asslduous and
painstaking constituency M.F.

The volume is beautifully produced
on  good=quality paper, well-bound
and provided with a book-mark. It
has to be mentioned that the Imdex
is unfortunately  mot entirely
adequate, especlally for place-names
(Maltham Abbey, for example, 1s
mentioned at least three times in
the text but is not im the index}.

There are very few misprints for a
book of this length and complexity
of detail and both brothers are to
be congratulated heartily on a very
fine production.

K. N. Bagcombe

Paul SLACK

The Impact of Plague in Tudor &
Stuart England.

443pp. R.E.P £23.

This important uwational work carries
added {interest for a detailed study
of Essex: the etiology, incidence
and progress of bubonic plague
through our Fair, flat shire. And
what a horrible and cautienary tale
it is.

Read how the rat flea (Xenopsylla
cheopsis), bloated by the plague

bacillus, vomlts fate our
bloodstream the lethal parasite. -
Question: can the plague be

transmitted from man to man by human
fleas(Pulex irritans) or only by rat
fleas? Answer: we do mot know, but
probably both, given the geography
of medieval epldemics.

As his title suggests, Dr. Slack
gives detalled attention to social
affect and public action and argues
strongly that the retreat of plagne
from Western Europe was ‘_EF!“lf of
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effective “containuwént, rather than

improved housing or  decreased

" virulence. In this the credit goes
to Italy, whose rigorous
preventative measures, notably at
their ports, blocked it from further
transmission westwards.

Our own record was less impressive.
Turbulent England, consclous of its
rights and suspicicus of govermnment,
proved less ready to accept strict
controls. The south-east was the
mogt vulmerable, hence the authors
study of Eesex. Towns sufferad the
greatest, especially those on trade
routes. Thus Colchester spuccuwbed
often, while Saffron Waldon had an
_eagy rvide.
Plague's last fling {so far) was in
1665-66, an outbreak traditionally
linked to Lomndon - but Colchester
suffered propartionally more cthan
any town fn the land: over 5,000
deaths from a population of perhaps
11,000. Dr. S5lack does not however
digcuss the possibility that these
deaths, spread over two summers,
represent twoe populations: the
original 1665 inhabitants and their
1666 replacements, the town's
flourishing weollen industry proving
irreaistable to the rural poor.

This however Iz to nit pilck (if only
wore plegue victims had done sa)
before Dr. Slack's masterful review
of his gubject. The sheer mortality
of it all makes one value the 20th.
century and shows clearly why
population growth made such halting
progress before wodern times.

Andrew Phillips.

"ECHOES OF THE GREAT WAR: the Diary

of the Reverend Andrew Clark
1914-1919*° Edited with an

ineroduction by Jameg Munson.
Foreword by Asa Briggs. oxford
University Press. 1985. £10.95.

This tewmarkable book, based on 92
volumes of diary and document
compiled by the Rector of COreat

Leighs, and progressively gent to

che Bodlefan Library, will be a
prime gource for years to come for

the effects of the dreadful
slaughter of 1914-18 . om
communitles everywhere, and of the
day-to-day experlences of local

inhabitante. It is indeed fortunate
that the Rector, a schelar with five
or six languages at his command,
and admirable editor of Aubrey's
Brief Lives, should have given up
atudy of Baaque to rtecord life in
the Easex parish of his own day,
with very little regard to his ownm
feelings, except abhorrence of the
lord of the manor's evangelical zeal
- his High Church butler was wmuch
more congenisl - and an equal
dislike of Bishops, recording with
particular glee an ipncredibly futile
sermon by the Lord Bishop of Sodor
and Han in September 1916.

But what pletures emerge. 18 August
1914. Territorials marching through
Great Leighs to Chelmsford, the
shop-lads and «clerks, weary aund
footsore, "who for years had never
been off pavements, or jumping on
and off a train”. Or much later the
soldier teporting that golong up to
the front through acres of sludge
wag woree than being there, sickened
by the sight of wave after wave of
Germans belng moan down by
machine-gung.

The bungling of Ceasorship features
widely. e.g. when ¥itchener's death
was firet reported it was not

believed. He had been killed four
times slready, according Co rumour,
and they held mock funerals in the

trenches. The French papers were
much more truthful than the
English.

Though the Reverend Clerk wae

interested in local dialect, and
made notes of wartime phrases like
"na=-pooch”, he doea not Teport
sayings closely in it. But some are
delightful: as for example the
postman's usually very gentle wife,
14 September 1914, "Well, it may be



- wrong, but 1 don't mind eaying 1t,

that I should be very glad 1f the
Faiser was shot.” And the old lady,
later on, who said a Zeppelin had
flown so low that she could hear
"the old wucks talking in 4p*~.

His daughter Mildred, medical
student, fills in wmany gaps buc
notes the difficelty of asking
questions. “The border line hetween
“showing interest” and  “being
Inquisitive about” 1s very sharply
drawn in the Essex wind.”™  Her
father was maybe more apt to be told
things. He alge relishes his

ovn mistakes owing to deafness.
0ld Sam Childs told him, as he
thought, that two lads had been

“sent to Windsor™, and he said
undoubtedly the Xing would be glad
of reliable lads from Great Leighs
as  body-guards. Byt he learnt
later they were “In bed with
influenza™.

This 1is an important book, which,
once on your shelves, you will often
take down, for endless smazement,
apusement and serious interest. The
"Great War” was no joke at all, for
all the doggedness which eventually
ensured victory.

J:.B-B.
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ESSEX ARCHAEOLOGY BOOR LIST

Brian CRARGE, Archaeoclogy in
Haverhill. CURRENT ARCHAFOLOGY 98
(Oct 1985), 78-80. Introduction to
the work of the Haverhill & District
Archaeological Group, whose area of
interest fs within a 10km radius of
the town aod thus includes 6 Eszex
Parfshes. Survey work given
prominence.

CODNCIL POR BRITISH ARCHAROLOGY,
Ballelujah! Recording chapels and
meetin, houges. 1985. New
handbock; a guide for individuala
and local societies to work from.
Long chapter on historienl
background; illus.
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Ralph JACKSON, Cosmetic seta from

Late JIron Age and Roman Britain.
BRITANNIA 16 (1985), 165-192. Sunall
bronzes of previously doubtful use
now seems to be tine "mortars and
pestles’; distribution scattered
aver SE England, massive
concentration gt Colchester; none:
abroad. Catalogue included.

Hartin BENIG, An iuscribed
intaglic. BRITANNIA 16 (1983),
241-2. Pound in 1983 excavations of
Roman levels at Braintree.

D P STENNING, Timber—-framed shops
1300-1600: comparative plans.
VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE 16 (1985),
35-39, 19 in Essex, and some others

elsewhere = oplans produced as
comparative data to aid further
research.

E ¢ FERNIE, The Romaneaque church of
Waltham Abbey. JOURNAL OF THE
BRITISA ARCHAROLOGICAL ASSOCIATION
138 (1985), 48-78. Results of
archaeclogical avalysis of the
fabric, re plan and datling.

P J HUGEINS, A note on a
Viking-etyle plate from Waltham
Abbey, Esesex, and its laplications
for a disputed late-Viking
building. ARCHAEOL. J. 141 (1984),
175-181. Ringerike—etyle plate ot
oount from Sun Street.

Towm  WILLIAMSON, Sites in the
landscape: approaches to the
poet—Roman settlement of
south-eastern England. ARCHAEOQL .
REVIEW FROM CAMBRIDGE 4/1 (1985),
S51=64. Includes the NW Essex
Burvey.

James BOUTWOOD, The Grange Barn,
Coggeshall, Esgex. ASSOCIATION FOR
STUDIES 1IN THE CONSERVATION OF
HBISTORIC BUILDINGS / TRANSACTIONS 9
{1984), 25-26. Talk on congervation
work.

Isobel Thompson 27.1.198&



OTHER NEW PUBLICATIONS

Lawreunce POPPLEWELL,

A Gazetteer of the Railway
Contractors & Engineers of

East Anglia 184D - 1914. £3.40.
Melledgen Preaa,

Southbourne, BODRNEMOUTH.

I. GOTHERIDGE,

The Corringham Light Railway £2.9%5.
Oakwood Press, P.0. Box 122,
Headington, Oxford.

A.G. MUMFORD, ENGINEEERS,
COLCHESTER, 1906 CATALOGUE
(Reprint). £6.00

Steam Engine Research Project, 72
Malborough Road, Ashford, Middlesex.

Joan EEBDEN,
She'll Never Do Anything Dear £5.95
Souveunir Press.

Pred McCAVE,
A Bistory of Cauvey Island £5.50.
Ian Heary Publicatiens

JOR A JEFFRIES,
Herves of the Sea 1880-1890"s £5.50
Cornucopla Bookshop, Erightlingsea.

William HUNT,

The Puritan Movement £7.95.

Harvard University Press (deals with
Essex materlal)

June JONES & Julia THOROGOOD (Eds)
When I was a Child: From the
Memories of Essex People
Threescore Years and Ten.

Sarsen Publighing, 42 High Street,
Ingatestone.

Trevor LUMMIS

Oceupation & Society. The East
Anglian Figherman 1880-1914 £22.50.
C.U.PO

Ron FATRMAN

The Crouch Valley Parishes. £6.25.
Pub: Portree, Summer Hill, Althorne,
Chelmeford.

i
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Forthcoming Study-courses in
Palgeography

20th - 22nd June 1986
Palaeogrephy: TOWN TOPICS

A practical course on towm and
borough records and their
background, for varyimg standards

of proficiency in reading the
uriting.
Details from: The Aget. Manager

(Courses),
Belgtead House
via Sprites Lane,
Ipswich, Suffolk,
TIPS 3NA.

Znd ~ 9th August 1986
LATIN AND PALAPOGRAPHY
FOR LOCAL HISTORIANS

Four seminars, ranging from An
Introduction. to Latim Loczl
HAistory Documents through
Records of the Local Community
to Cemtral Government Records.'
Detaile from: Mr Brian Threlfall
Courge
Administrator,
Adult Education,
The Dniversity,
Keele,
Staffordshire,
STS 5BG

26th — 28 September and
31st October -~ 2nd November 1986

Two linked weekend study—courses on
LATIN PALAEOGRAPHY POR LOCAL HAISTORY

Detalils from: The Asat. Manager
{Courses),
Belstead House,
via Sprites Lane,
Ipewich, Suffolk,
IPE 3MWA.



Dear Editor,

T aw welting Iin response to the item
on page 3 of {ssce no. 93, {n which
you pay that the Soclety is szeeking
ways to involve local history groups
in the county.

It seems to me, by observation both

in Essex and Surrey, that local
history as practiced by loecal
sacleties 1z generally much too

parochial. Work by profesaional
academics, while caking 2 broader
view, frequently =seems to be based

oo Tather limited fieldwork - not
altogether surprising if the
academic has to do his or her own
fieldwork entirely unalded.

As Essex has ploneered so many good
things in local history, 1 wonder
whether the Society might not sacore
again by initiating a study whers a
large oumber of local groups all
tackle the same subject under the
guldance of a professional
higtorian, who would wultimately
analyse all the fieldwork and write
it up. The obvious areas would be
those where the county has a good
set of records - e.g. Lay Subseidy
Returns, Protestation Returus,
Bearth Tax, ete. - but there are
probably many more less obvious
subjects that would fit 1in with
research projects that are already
under way with university
historians.

I rthink that local socteties could

get a great kick out of being
associated with work of a
prefessional standard, which would

eventually see publication.

The professional would probably be
delighted to have some of his
donkey—work done for him, provided
he felt he could rely on the quality
of the fieldwork. I feel it would
be worth a try.

Re your item in EBsmex News re the
picture of Waltham Cross found in
Aberdeen Art Gallery, someone may be
interested to know that, some vears
ago, I saw in Brodick Castle, Iale
of Arren, a palnting of a
prize-fight at Navestock Greea.
From what 1 remember there was not
much topographical background, so it
is probably of limited walue from
that point of view.

I thoroughly applaud the new format,
which seems to have a great deal
more in  {it. I particularly
appreciate the Book List, and news
of recent publications in the Centre
Fold.

Yours sincerely
Peter Finch

Dear Editor,

With reference to Peter Boyden's
recent Jletter{in Esgex Archaeol.
News 92, 18-19) concerning the need
for a pride in Essex's Saxon past,
one wonders If his suggestion for
one at least of his acronyms is
justified. ‘*Eaat Saxons Rule OK' 1s
hardly appropriate for this
particular group of people, for
alone among the kingdoms of the
Heptarchy FEssex was the only one
which failed to produce a
Bretwalda. The East Saxons most
certainly did not 'Rule OK'.

Boyden accuses the historian Bede of
glving Essex "“bad press™, but it
seems that within the terms within
which Bede was working there was

g
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little to
insignificant kingdom  and its
ignominious royal families; after
all one of Bede's informants was a
London churchman, Nothelm.  Indead
the internecine strife between two
branches of the ruling family in the
seveuth century probably caused the
clogure of the wmonasteries at
Tilbury and Bradwell and dispersal
of the brethren. One oay presume
that these events also caused the
loss of emy records preserved iIn
those wonastery libraries. It may
be to this that Bede refers when he
calls the East Saxons unsuited for
monastic discipline. It thus seems
likely that the Bast Saxons of
antiquicy destroyed their own past
without thought for posterity. I
hagitate to draw a moral.

Panl Barford.
H
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LIBRARTY REPORT

The Committee met on 2lst December,
and spining and ecataloguing were
much progressed, though there 1is
still a back-log of acquisitions to
cope with. It was also decided that
the Library would undertake
photocopyIng at 12p a  sheet,
including postage, of sultable
periodicals, rather than send them
to libraries outside Essex, 1f so
requegted. We have no facilities to
do this ocurselves, so outaide firms
have to do the work, strictly under
our supervision.

The CI8 and earlier books removed to
the Stock-room have been listed with
the aid of Mrs Rosemary Ackland.
This holding of early books is so
interesting, though miscellaneous,
that ic may well stimulate
unexpected researches.

Through the initiarive of the
President, work has begun on
treating the internal condition and
restoring the bindings of some of

record about  this

our earlier books, with the aid of a
class run by the Colchester
Inatitute for such conservation. It
is an d1mwportant tralming service
much welcomed in Record Offices as
well.

Ald continues to be given to family

histery research, the growth
industry of our time. For
North-East Eagex nonetheless

attentfen ghould be drawm to the
Local Studies Centre of the
Colchester Public Llbrary in Trinity
Street, and Branch Office of the
Essex Record Office at Stanwell
House, where much material I1s wmore
readily available. Qur  own
excellent  ecollection of  Parvish
Record traoscripts has been widely
superseded by the deposit of the
originals in County Record
Qffices. {The Mormon fiches,
wonderful resource, are limited to
those parishes and chapels where
access wag welcomed, but are again a
short—-cut to what wmany enquirers
mast need.)




County Archaeology Unit Report =,

Stansted Alrport

Archaeological trenches totalling
l.6 hectares have been opeuned up
within the wmoated enclosure at
Colchester Hall, Takeley - one of
the 5 known sites fnside the alrport
lend-take area. Medleval pottery
and traces of a medieval clay-walled
structure bave already come to
light.

A programme of fileldwalking, which
will eventually cover the whole &
aq. kllometres of the the airport
expansion ares, has also begun, and
has produced worked flints and
medleval pottery. It has been
nacessary to plough the land before
starting work because the stubbla,
loose straw and weeds in the flelds
make effective fieldwalking
impossible.

New sites discovered ﬁy fieldwalking
will be incorporated inte the
excavatlon programme which is due co
last until the sutvumn of 1986. The
excavation and fieldwalking forw
part of a medleval landscape
research project, which also
involves documentary research on the
nanors of Colchester Hall and
Bassingbourn Hall and work on local
hedgerows.

Already, considerable help has been
provided by local groups and
individuals and, as the weather
Amproves, more help will be needed.
Please contact Howard Brooks at ECC
Planning Dept., Globe House, New
Street, Chelmsford, CHMl 1LF, 1if
you'd like to help.

The Springfield cursus

This «cursus site has been the
subject of a number of excavations.
As more and wmore of its length

disappears tbeoeath am expanding
Chelmer village, the opportunity {a
taken to CarTy out further
archaeclogical investigation. The
most recent of these was in
December 1985, during which the
parallel ditcheas of the eastern half
of the gursus were examined. Late
Neolithic pottery was found in the
upper part of the southerm dltch.
Two sppatent ‘gaps' in the diteh, as
indicated on aerial photographs,
were examined. (Ome was shown to bhe
due to a modern feature; rthe other
was duve to a variatiom in subsoil.
Thug, the I1fkelihood 48 that the
cursus ditech was continuous.
Although large areas across the
Interlor of the cursus were cleared,
no definitely man-made features were
found.

George Street, Harwich

Excavations were carried out at
George Street, Harwieh in November
1985 prior to building development.
The purpose of the work (funded by
Tendring District Council) was to
determine the extent of medieval
activity on the site, west of the
medieval town centred on what is now
Eing's Head Street and Church
Street. It wae alsoc hoped that
traces of the earliest post-medieval
buildingse on George Street would be
vncovered. The work conceantrated on
the slte of the demolished
Honconformlat chapel and on an area
£+ 20 m to the north, the only parts
of the street frontege  where
archaeological layers were mot
destroyed by cellars.

Several medieval features were
found, 1including a fence or wall
line rumning perpendicular to George
Street, plus a oumber of plits end
post holes. They were sealed by a
brown loam layer containing 13ch and
14th century pottery. Thia layer
was iteelf sealed by a thick black



garden loam containing. domestic
refuse of l6th to early 18th century
date, probably deposited during the
{irst phases of post-medieval
occupation on George Street. A
number of featurees, including small
rubbish pits and twe large deep
circular pits probably date to some
time during this period. Later
features, inc¢luding post holes, pits
and a grave, are probably
contemporary with the chapel. -

Although the excavarions uncovered
gome evidence for mediewal actiwity,
there was nothing really to suggest
that this was other than farm
buildings, stock eaclosurea, or
other perlipheral activities west of
the main areas of occupation.
Poat-medieval ogcupation probably
began im the late 16th and early
I7th centuries, although nothing of
the earlicet buildings survived.

; .
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SOCIETY BUSINESS

PROGRAMME FOR 1986 Morant Lecture, March 21st: please note
that Christine Mabbitt needs to know how
many are coming - see page 1 in News.

Sutton Hoo, August 10th: if enough members book seats there
will be a coach travelling from Chelmsford via Colchester.
Please book seats as soon as possible — apply to Elizabeth
Sellers (address inside back cover) with a stamped addressed
envelope and £1-50 deposit for each seat booked and please
make cheques payable to Elizabeth Sellers and dated August 8th.
No bookings accepted after June 28th; bookings acknowledged
then - or sooner if the coach is full. Fare about £3-50

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice is given
that the Annual General Meeting for 1985-6
will be held on Saturday June 21st
at Hockley Community Centre, Buckingham Road, Hockley,
at 2-30pm
A location map will be enclosed with the agenda.

SALE OF BACK PUBLICATIONS There is surplus stock of Vols

16 to 25 cf the "New sepies! =
ne complete sets. A prospectus of the prinicipal contents of
these volumes is being completed — copies from Elizabeth
Sellers — large sae and two 12p stamps please.

COPY DATE FOR NEXT CENTRE FOLD May 20th. "The management"
apologises for the lateness of
this (rather thin) Newsletter. This is due to administrative
difficulties which we hope to overcome in time to send the
next issue out punctually at the beginning of June, when we
anticipate a return to the old format.

THE SOCIETY'S COMPUTER ADDRESS FILE Some members may already
know that we keep the
Society's address list on file with a commercial computer
firm, which provides the labels for the despatch of ourpubli-
cations. This computer file is used by us only for the
purposes of ensuring that members receive the correct subs-—
cription reminders, the right number of membership cards and
the right publications. No one but the Society has direct
access to the file and, although we occasionally sell a set of
addressed labels to an approved publisher (this saves us the
labour of inserting circulars), we would not under any circum-
stances make our address list available commercially.




VOLUME 16 of ESSEX ARCHAEOLOGY & HISTORY At the time of
writing this is
at the printers. We hope it may be delivered in early April.

NEWS FROM COUNTY HALL

THE ESSEX RECORD OFFICE It is not always necessary to book
seats at tables in the new search
room. There is however a considerable demand for use of micro-
film and fiche readers,and appointments are always needed.

THE ARCHAEOLOGY SECTION Chignall St James villa site - there
are detailed discussions currently in
progress to establish the feasibility of a prosecution. This
scheduled site was damaged last Autumn when the new owner had

1 metre deep trenches dug for pipe drains.

COMING EVENTS

WEST ESSEX ARCHAEOLOGICAL GROUP First Rudge Memorial lecture
on Monday May 19th, 8-00pm
at Sir James Hawkey Hall, Broomhill Road,Woodford Green.

Graham Webster will give an illustrated lecture on "The Gods

in Roman Britain" and there will be a book stall selling auto-
graphed copies of Graham Webster's publications and the Group's
report on the Harlow Temple Excavations. Admission free.

LOCAL HISTORY AT ESSEX UNIVERSITY 1986 The Burrows Lecture

on Wed, April 30th

at 7-30pm. Professor S E Lehnberg (University of Minnesota)

on "Sir Walter Mildmay and Queen Elizabeth'.

The Annual Local History Lecture on Tuesday May 13th at 7-30pm
(probably). Keith Wrightson on "Puritanism and Piety in the
English Village: Terling Revisited". No ticket needed for
either lecture.

Non-residential Summer School — The local History Centre with
the WEA — Two courses available — June 30- July 4:-

1."Crime and its Containment: Sources and approaches for the
Essex and Suffolk Local Historian'.

2."Roman and Medieval Landscapes of Essex and East Anglia". To
include field studies and map work.

Groups will be small, so early booking is advisable. Enqui?ies
and bookings to:- The Secretary, Dept of History, University of
Essex, Wivenhoe Park, Colchester CO4 35Q. Fee £12 (&10 for
retired people).

One Day Schools :— Rayne Village Hall, Sat March 22, 10-45 to
3-30. Two talks on John Ray of Black Notley:Man and Naturalist"
by B K Slaughter. Enguiries/bookings - Mrs M Swetenhan, Pound
Farmhouse, Rayne, Essex CM7 5DJ. Fee £1-50 + 15p for tea/coffee.




And:- Baddow Memorial Hall, Friday May 2nd, 11-00 to 3-00.

Hugh Brogan (University of Essex) on "The History of Modern USA"
Enquiries/bookings to. - Mrs J Goodall, Beechwood, The Ridge,
Little Baddow, Chelmsford, CM3 4SA

AROUND THE COUNTY

COLCHESTER ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST We have to thank the Trust
for this gquarter's cover
illustration. The latest issue of Catalogue includes an
illustrated article on the environmental evidence from Culver
Street by P Murphy of the Centre of East Anglian Studies at
Norwich and an account of the past history and present state
of Headgate House — a grand, closely dated C18 house, with
C13 -14 cellars, in Head Street, for which detailed accounts
survive of the re-building, re-decorating and furnishing in
the early seventeen-sixties.

BRAINTREE Elaborate preparations are in progress for the
celebration of the life and work of John Ray -

born at Black Notley in 1627 - and, in particular, the pub-

lication in 1686 of his great botanical work — Historia Gener-

alis Plantarum.

CRESSING The ownership of Cressing Temple is likely to
change hands in the near future; this may make
consideration of the future of the well known barms necessary.

DIARY OF LEISURE ACTIVITIES Chelmsford Borough Council now
produces and distributes free,
with local newspapers, a monthly Leisure Diary. This lists
many current meetings and also publicises Clubs and Groups in
the area. The Society would find it most helpful to know of
other similar publications in other parts of Essex. Please
assist by sending the names and addresses of publishers or
sample copies to Elizabeth Sellers.

THE NATIONAL SCENE

From CBA Newsletters. January — a preliminary note on New
Aid for Environmentally Senstive Areas — payments from the
European Community which would make it possible for farmers
to be paid for farming in a manner which would preserve and
not destroy the environment in areas of outstanding natural or
historical interest — a description of work on tablets from
the stores area of Vindolanda - the formation of a new res=
earch group, The Historic Farm Buildings Trust. The March
issue appears under a new title - British Archaeological News __
- this includes a summary of proposed expenditure by English
Heritage for 1985-6 and 1986-7 on rescue archaeology; this is




the firs? time such figures have been made public — a comment
?n the situation under which the state need not take specia-
%st advice hefore undertaking work on its own historic build-
ings (Gloucester Castle, a prison, is unscheduled) - a summary
frow the Annual Report of English Heritage, of their future 35
policy for scheduling — a note of a successful prosecution of
two Norfolk treasure hunters apprehended in possession of metal
detecting equipment on a scheduled Ancient Monument - a report
on the CBA Winter meeting

R?scue News Winter 195/6 has a full page report on the Spring—
field Lyons site and an eight page Supplement describing the
achievements of the Greater London Rescue Archaeology Service
set up belatedly in 1983. It is likely that this unit, which'
has six teams serving 32 boroughs, will survive reorganisation
and will, with the GLC Historic Buildings Division, come under
the English Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission.

Current Archaeology - includes articles on Bronze Age Metal—
lurgy in Britain; on the discovery and recovery of a late pre-
historiec or early RB log boat in VYorkshire; a note on work on
cereal evidence from Mucking; new finds of prehistoric and
Saxon date in the neighbourhood of Heathrow Airport.

Articles in The London Archaeologist , Winter 1985 - on
recent evidence relating to the boundaries of Roman London
and on potters wheels.

News from BALH in Local History News includes the Chairman's
report for 1985-6 — their AGM is on April 19th at Trent Park
College. They note the forthcoming History Fair at Castle
Hedingham on June 8th and the death of John O'Leary, one of
the founding fathers of Congress. David Haynes, their Field
Officer is now Deputy Director of Cheshire Community Council.
This Newletter also reports the concern of the Association of
County Archaeologists about the fate of Manorial Documents
when Manorial Lordships are put up for sale.

MISCELLANY
The Council for British Archaeology has extended its range of
publications for teachers — descriptive leaflet from them at
112 Kennington Road, London SE11 6RE
Another new research group - The National Council for the
Conservation of Plants and Gardens, founded En 1978, is based
at Wisley and works through local groups; there is now a local
NCCPG London Group for the lLondon area. Details from Mrs Gwen
Jessop, 26 Grove Park Road, Chiswick, London W4 35D
Nominations for the British 1986 Archaeological Awards must
be submitted by June 30th. There is a new award this year
(the digger driver of the year!) for "the best non-archaeol-
gist who, in the course of non-archaeological employment, made
archaeological finds and reported them to the authorities".
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NEWS OF MEMBERS

We welcome the following new members:-

I H Dean Hr & A Thompsen
Harwich- Catfprd. London
Miss J Evans Mr 5 W Warren
Chelnsford Harlow

fr £ V Padghan , Mrs J § Westley
Chelansford Chelnsford

Miss H K Page Brs J White
Chelmsford Great Baddow
Miss A Price Mr & Mrs K Young
Chelnsford Wakes Colne

General Infornmation

ADDRESSES OF HONORARY OFFICERS

Secretary to Council: Librarian: Membership Secretary:
¥rs L Cooper Hr [ Bensusan-Butt Ar R W C Coleman '

208 Station Roead ' 31t Lexden Road 23 Someryille Gardens
Leigh-on-Sea 559 5BM Colchester CO3 3PX Leigh-on-Sea
Southend-on-Sea 712038 Colchester 74758 859 1DD

The position of Meetings Secretary is vacant. Watch the progranme
announcements in the News and address enquries about meetings to the
organisers of individual meetings. Other queries about meetings to the
Administrative-Secretary - address below.

ENQUIRIES about missing or defective publications and about the supply
of recent back numbers to the Administrative Secretary:

Nrs J E Sellers, 1 Chignall Road, Chelnsford CM1 2JA Chelmsford 355260
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COVER ILLUSTRATIONS:
FRONT: Castle Hedingham as it was in 1665 - from a contemporary
etching in the possession of L A Majendie in 1868.

BACK: Hedingham Castle in 1592 - Realised from the survey of
Israel Amyce

These illustrations are taken from Volume V (0ld Series) of our
Transactions where they illustrate a lecture givenm in January

1869, reporting on excavations made in 1868. See also inside the
back cover.

Editor: Rosemary Jeffries, 40 Glenbervie Drive,
Leigh-on-Sea, Essex SS9 3JT

Telephone (0702) 71807
COPY FOR THE AUTUMN ISSUE NOT LATER THAN AUGUST 1st.

The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the
contributors and not neccessarily those of The Essex Society
for Archaeology & History and its Officers.



COMING EVENTS

Essex History Fair

June 8th at the Castle, Castle Hedingham. 1l am. to
8 p.m. Stalls,Displays, C17 Military Manoeuvers,
working craftsmen, Renzaissance Dance and Music, End
of the Pier Show, Morris Men, Yeoman Band., Steam
Train Rides at nearby centre. A day for all the family.

Annual General Mecting

June 21st at Hockl ey Community Centre, Buckingham
Road at 2, 30 p,m. Followed by illustrated talk "Smallpox
Society & Population in C18 Essex' by John Smith,
Branch Archivist, Southend. £1 (includes tea),
Morning Visit to Hockley Woods, conducted by Brian
Watmough, Woodlands Officer, 10,30 p.m . Hockley
Woods, by the Bull pub.

Sutton Hoo Excawvation

August 10th, This years dig will have just begun. Tour
of site. Meet at 2 p.m. at the car park beyond
Woodbridge. Take the Al2 to Woodbridge then the B1083
to Sutton and Bawdsey. The car park is where the road
forks left to Hollesley, There is a 15 minute walk to the
site along a rough footpath. Charges £1, 50,

See Centre Fold for details of the coach.

Names to Andrew Phillips {Col. 46775).

Martels Manor, Dunmow

August 30th, By kind invitation of Lady Plowden, a visit
to a house rarely open to the public. Meet at 2. 30 p.m.
then to the Black Chapel on the A 130 with guide. £1.50
NAMES IN ADVANCE TO EILEEN BELL (Grt., Dunmow
3695).

Bovington Estate

September 6th. Bovington Hall see Centre Fold for details
This is a joint outing with The Friends of Historic Essex.
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Walton -on-the Naze

September 27th. Tour of Historic Walton by Peter Boyden
and visit to the Old Lifeboat Heritage Centre. Meet at
the Railway Station 2, 30 p.m. £1,50, NAMES TO PAT
LEWIS (Frinton 79376}). Joint meeting with Walton and
Frinton Heritage T rust, '

Morant Dinner

Friday October 10th at the Old Court Hotel Bocking.
Charge £10,75. Apply to MARGARET CORNWALL,

Please note. You are asked to book for each event (and
cancel, if necessary) by phoning or writing to the named
organiser.

Book this date, Saturday May 16th 1987}
The Society is involved with the Essex Societyfor Family
History and the Essex Archaeological and Historical
Congress in organising a2 one day Local History
Symposium,
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Society members please note that at the AGM they will

be asked to approve the new constitution,
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SOCIETY EVENTS

The fourth annual Morant Lecture was given on March 21.
by Dr. Arthur Brown of Essex University and a Vice-
President of this Society. Taking as his theme the agri-
cultural labourer in 19th century Essex, Dr. Brown
summerised the extensive evidence for the widespread
discontent expressed by Essex labourers through
incendiarism during the early and mid 19th century. This
in turn was linked to the labourers poor wages and .
suppressed status, maintained too often by landlord and
farmer. During the 1870's Joseph Arche's Agricultural
Labourers' Union was active in the county-and made
significant gains for the labourer, initially in wages but
also in the necessary process of political education. The



century did not end well for the labourer: agriculture
depressed, farmers bankrupt and a dramatic fall in the
size of the labour force. In this grim tale Essex, the
wheat county, suffered more than most.

As ever with a successful speaker, guestions and answers
extended well beyond a nominal ten minutes. The evening
concluded with a buffet which can only be described as
spectacular and we are indebted to the Colchester Tourist
Guides Association for organising and providing so
memorahle a spread.

An Evening for Margaret Cornwall on the Jlth April 1986.
It was of course a very special evening. At the Minories
Colchester we met to express our great thanks to
Margaret Corawall and to show our appreciation for all
the work she has done in providing so many successful
outings and events during her long innings as our Social
Secretary,

It was a quiet "Hush hush" that met us as we arrived,
followed by the question "Have you signed the card?'.

And if we had not we were immediately given the chance to
remedy our omission.

Then upstairs, in that ancient building of odd design and
oak beams, to where trays of wine met us, A number

of members had already gathered. We chatted with
Margaret and her many friends. These included our Tife
President, . the former Lord-Lieutenant of Essex, Sir John
Ruggles-Brise.

There followed nearly an hours showing of slides by
Christine Mabbitt and Aubrey Saunders from their :
respective collections made over the years. All recalled
our outings and earlier meetings to places all over the
county. With the slides came anecdotes and reminisences,
They created much laughter during which Margaret
recalled incidents occuring during and before some of the
outings,

The high point of the evening was the presentation by

Sir John to Margaret of four booktokens and garden tokens

On behalf of us all Sir John gave a very well deserved
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appreciation and thanks to Margaret for her work for the
Essex Society for Archaeology and History. We all
showed our very great support for his words with heart-
felt acclamation. And of course Margaret replied in her
own amusing and modest style,

But the evening was not finished. We then had a most
delightful repast. This included a very tasty chicken dish.
In upward of 80 years T had never had chicken like it. This
was accompanied by the choice of various other foods
including mouth watering sweets and more good wine to
wash it all down. What an evening. "

Arthur Sackvill 1
From Margaret Cornwall: rthur Sackville Hu ke

I would like to thank everyone concerned, for the really
splendid partjr you gave for me at The Minories. I was
very touched to see so many good friends from all over
Essex, and hope they enjoyed the slides, the buffet and
meeting everyone as much as I did.
I should also like to thank the Society and the Social
Committee for the most generous presents they gave to
Julian and myself; we shall have great pleasure in find-
ing suitable books on which to spend the book tokens and
I shall have equal fun exploring the garden centres to find
a plant which will grow and flourish as I hope the E, A S, ,
by whatever name , will continue to do as well.
In &2 way I feel a fraud, as I have no intention of leaving
the Society, I intend to enjoy as many of the future
excursions as I can,
Again, my thanks to you all for your great kindness to
Julian and myself,

s e s e s s s oo s sk el s sl ke e s ekl e ol e sk stk sfeoke
Old Father Thames Visit

©n a rather grey afternoon some seventy members and
friends of E. A.S,H. met at North Woolwich old station
museum, a branch ¢f the Passmore Edwards museum,
Ian Robertson, curator of the Passmore Edwards . -
museum, gave us a short talk on the acquisition, the
restoration of the station complex, and the museum'! 8
hopes for the stations future.
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The splendid '"Ttalianate' station was bought from British
Rail and restored by the London Docklands Development
Corporation. The whole of the ground floor has been laid
out as 2 museum except for a small shop at the west end,
The theme throughout being a mixture of G. E. R
and L, N, E, R, the former owners colours and layout.
Upstairs, which had originally formed the station masters
living quarters, there are offices, a workshop, and a
lecture room, complete with a model railway layout.
This room is used by parties of school children and others.
The next stage in the project development will be the
restoration of the sidings and goods shed. A  TLight
Railway Order has been applied for, so that, in future, it
will be possible to ride behind a steam engine. About
45 minutes were allowed to explore the station complex.
Returning to our vehicles we travelled to the barrier
gardens on the south side of the river. The gardens,and
all the the buildings of the barrier complex are approx-
imately on the site of the Woolwich Dockyard, which was
originally started by Henry the Eighth. About 45 minutes
were allowed for a walk around the site, and a visit to the
better than average souvenir shop, before we boarded a
river boat for a short trip. The voyage, with a excellent
commentary, took us across the river: and past Tate &
Lyle's sugar refinery, then through the barrier near the
north shore. We then crossed the river and returned to
the landing stage after passing through the barrier near
the south.bank.Each "island' acts as a pivot for the:
moveable parts of the barrier and houses the machinery,
and eéach ome is topped by two stainless steel clad
structures which give a surrealist impression of ships
sailing up river
We next visited the exhibition centre, Here while waiting
to enter the audic visual studio, we were able to study
working models and displays. The audio visual present-
ation depicts the river and it's impact on the people
living along its banks during the last 10,000 years. It was
a short but exhilerating show. The last stop was the
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barrier buifet, where tea was taken, and a memorable
afternoon came to an end.
This visit was different from the Societies usual outings
where we are usuallythe only visitors, for here we were
a few among a great many members of the public.
Thanks must be given to Christine Mabbitt and her
daughter who not only organised the visit, but also
shepherded us so that no one missed any part of the
pleasures provided or got lost.
Mike Astor,
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ESSEX NEWS

Halstead and District Local History Society ‘-_'_ha;s recently
joined E. A.S.H. Halstead rmuseum is known as ""rhe
Brewery Chapel Museum', and is located at Adams Court
(off Trinity Street), Halstead, The opening times are:-
April to October Saturdays 10 a,m. to 12 noon and 2 p.m .
to 4. 30 p.m. and Sunday 2. 30 p.m. to 4. 30 p.m . Other
times by prior appointment with the Museum curator,
Graham Slimming, of Rivendell, Toppesfield Road,

Great Yeldham (0787} 237586, who will also be pleased

to answer any enquiries about the museum or make
arrangements for visits.

Little Baddow Historical Society.

The_Little Baddow Historical Society in association with
the village United Reformed Church is organising a
Celebration of the 400th Anniversary of the Birth of
Thomas Hooker, who was born on the 7th July 1586, and
the 350th Anniversary of his founding the State of
Connecticut in June 1636.

During the years 1626-31 Thomas Hooker lived at Cuckoos
Farm, Little Baddow, where he taught school. He later
fled to Holland in 1631, and then went to America, where
he became one of the foremost founders of the State of
Connecticut,

The :Special Celebration:weekend is from 4-6 July 1986,
An evening Commemorative Service and the unveiling of
a2 .Hooker Memorial Plaque, 7th July, Chelmsford - . .




The ESSEX SOCIETY for ARCHAEOLOGY & HISTORY

Formerly The Essex Archaeclogical Society

REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1985-1986

The President's Report

The Society has had an average year. Membership is static: there were
460 members on December 3lst 1985. The usual programme of meetings and
outings has been held with very full attendance on most occasions. The
newsletter - Essex Archaeology € History News - has appeared regularly
every quarter but the publication of Essex Archaeology & History, Volunme
16 for 1885, is seriously delayed. Council has not yet found a successor
to Margaret Cornwall as Programme Secretary or identified a member to act
as Press and Publicity Officer.

Perhaps I may use this occasion to stress an important role that the
Society can also play: that of watchdog to our sometimes beleaguered
archaeoleogical, historical, architectural and environmental heritage.
Essex has one of the fastest growing populations in Britain. Stansted
Airport, coastal marinas, port modernisation and shopping precincts
proceed apace; churches and historic public buildings become redundant.
The Society lends its voice to all reasonable attempts to ensure that
progress does not destroy our heritage.

Two cases from the past year highlight this process. Last August a mini
Town Hall was proposed in Colchester, which would have involved the
demolition of a line of old shops standing on the site of the medieval
market. This Society alerted the Historic Buildings and Monuments Commiss—
ion to secure a spot listing. These buildings will now be retained in a
less destructive development of the site. Secondly, this April, a multi-
storey car park was proposed, again in Colchester, with access across

the unexcavated remains of St Botolph's Priory. Intervention by the
Society, in conjunction with lecal Resident's Groups has temporarily
halted this proposal,

I mention these two examples - they are not the only ones - because the
Society has several members in Colchester who are in close touch with
local events and local pressure groups. Are there causes for concern
elsewhere in the County that the Society has missed 7 Perhaps the Society
should consider a conservation alert procedure; short as we are of active
members, I hesitate to launch another committee.

Finally, as this is my last report as President, I would like to place on
record my thanks to the Officers of the Society who do so nuch to keep the
wheels in motion, and the great pleasure I have had in meeting so many
individual members of the Society.

Andrew Phillips. May 1986.



O0fficers and Council

At the Annual General Meeting in 1985, Mr R W C Coleman was elected Member-
ship Secretary in succession to Mrs 0 Daynes and Mr M S Crellin as a Trustee
in place of the late J B Bennett. All the other officers were re—elected.

Mr D G Buckley, County Archaeological Officer, has been co-opted to Council.

Council held four meetings during the year — on June 29th, October 26th and
January 4th at Colchester and on April l4th at Chelnsford.

At its first meeting Council set up two wWorking parties - one to revise the
Society's Rules, the other to consider publicity.

The Constitution Following the change of title, agreed at the 1985 Annual
General Meeting, the working party drafted a new Constitution for the Society,
This clarifies and amends the old Rules, codifies existing practice and
defines the objects more clearly. This draft was modified by Council and then
submitted to the Charity Commissioners , who proposed two amendments. A copy
of the final draft will be sent to all members with the Summer Newsletter and
will be submitted to the 1986 Annual General Meeting for approval.

Publicity With the kind assistance of the County Librarian, a small, re-new-
able poster has been circulated for display in ninety libraries throughout
the County. The Society was featured in the News Sheet issued by the County
Archaeolegical Unit with the Essex Chronicle in the Autumn. A direct approach
has been made to all Essex teachers of History and of Environmental Studies
through the Education Committee's publication 'Humanities Review'.

Looking further ahead, the Society will have a publicity stall at the History
Fair at Castle Hedingham on June 8th and is involved in preparations for a
Symposium on Local History in Essex, in 1987, to be run in conjunction with
the Essex Society for Family History and the Essex Archaeological and Histor-
ical Congress.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

Public Relations

Seven events were organised during the year. The Annual Meeting was held

on June 8th; in the morning members visited Mountnessing windnill and Black-
more church and the business meeting in Blackmore Village Hall was followed

by a lecture "Arcadia for AL1" by Colin Ward. On July 8th, by courtesy of

the County Archaeological Section, we visited their major excavation at
Springfield Lyons - the visit was followed by talks on various aspects of the
archaeology of the site, at Boreham Village Hall. There was a joint meeting,
withe the Friends of Historic Essex, on September lst at Wakes Colne, which
was guided by Nick Camplin of the Stour Valley Railway Trust. On September
2lst , by courtesy of the owners, Mr and Mrs Cowell, members visited Hatfield

e ——



Priory - the eighteenth century house and gqrounds are currently being restored -
and then went to the church and were gquided by Joyce Fitch. The Morant Dinner
was held at Ye Olde Plough at Bulphan on October 11th. The speaker was our
member Stan Newens MEP and the event was marked by a valedictory speech on

the occasion of the retirement of Margaret Cornwall as Social Secretary. The
Fourth Morant Lecture - "Forgotten Voices: Agricultural Labourers in Nine-
teenth Century Essex" - was given by Or Arthur Brown. On April 11th there

was a special evening for Margaret Cornwall, at The Minories at Colchester.
There was a slide show of past Society outings, a buffet supper and Sir John
Ruggles-Brise presented book and garden tokens to Margaret on behalf of the
Society. The Society joined the Colchester Civic Society in a visit to

the North Woolwich 01d Station Museum - a branch of the Passmore Edwards
Museum — on April 27th and then visited the Thames Barrier.

There will be a visit to Faulkborne Hall on May 25th.

Publications Committee

The Conmittee has met four times; there have been additional meetings of
those members concerned with the production of the Newsletter.

The Committee is distressed that difficulties with printing prevented the
appearance of Volume 16 of Essex Archaeology & History by Christmas 1985;
they are hopeful that it will be delivered in time for the Annual General
Meeting and that Volume 17 will appear early in 1987.

Rosemary Jeffries has taken over the Editership of the Newsletter from Bill
Liddell. Council has decided that a word processor, needed to enable
continued production in double column format, should be bought: the Conmmittee
is seeking advice as to the most suitable model.

The Committee are delighted to welcome the kind offer of Dr Isobel Thompson
to undertake the task of compiling an Index to the Third Series of the
Transactions.

W H Liddell

Research and Fieldwork Committee

This committee has not been active during the year but individual
members are very much invelved in the organisation of the History
Fair to be held at Castle Hedingham on June 8th 1986.



Library Report

Team-work has again been the key-note of the year, and books have been bought,
accessioned and spined as usual, though a small backlog has still to be dealt
with. One member of the team, who deals with library exchanges, has been away
sick, but is happily now recovered. Julian and Margaret Cornwall kindly pre-
sented a copy of "The Walkers of Hanningfield" by A.C.Edwards and K.C.Newton;
similar gifts of such important books would greatly help our meagre resources
now that worthwhile books are so expensive.

Insurance met the cost of the repair of those books damaged in the winter of
1984-5, and precautions taken during the last winter - emptying the shelves
most likely to be affected - happily prevented damage on a similar scale, but
some occurred, and this is a serious matter. The roof of Hollytrees is liable
to leak when the gutters are overfull in severe winter weather and this appears
to be more than the Borough can cope with at present. The staff at Hollytrees
have been most helpful and we thank them for their assistance in emergencies.

An important event has been the opening Colchester branch of the Essex Record
0ffice at Stanwell House. The majority of the Society's manuscript material,
except for maps, prints, photographic material, brass rubbings, drawings and
watercolours, was transferred there in August. The Morant manuscripts and
other material, catalogued as D/DHt T 1-310 and D/DE, deposited over the
years , are now back in Colchester.

Following on the making of a short-title catalogue of the early books which
are kept in locked cupboards in Library 2, other eighteenth century material
has been removed from the open shelves to the stock room and the shelving
there of some 175 titles listed. Mrs Rosemary Acland, a member of the
Library Committee, and a professional librarian in another field, has been of
great assistance in this transfer.

Through the good offices of the President, students of the book-binding and
preservation course at Colchester Institute have, under proper supervision,
seen to the repair and cleaning of many of our older books.

What is needed now is a scholarly librarian who, working at it for at least
five years, would know the library and its present resources backwards, as well
as keeping it up to date. A truly enthralling and worthwhile job,

John Bensusan-Butt.

A list of all serving Officers, Council members and Representatives of
the Society on other bodies appears on the Agenda for the meeting.
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Mrther details from: the Reverend Deryck Collingwood,
The Manse, Church Road, Little Baddow, Essex CM3
4BF,
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ESSEX BOOK REVIEW

Domesday Witham ed. J. Gyford.

Price 80p (£1. 00 by post) obtainable from Blandfred,
Chalks Road, Witham, CMS8 2BT.

In this "Domesday " year Janet Gyford has done us a favour
by showing what one person with a keen interest in the
locality can & to present the information about the area
in Little Domesday Book to a wider audience than it would
otherwise have., Mrs Gyford has made no attempt to
restructure our understanding of Domesday, she has
eschewed everything but the presentation of the inform-
ation, its elucidation.and identification of places, so far
as it is possible at the moment. There are points which
one would dispute, We cannot say that a hide usually
included 120 acres until the 13th century and in the
Ibmesday Book it was a unit of assesment for tax {geld)
and not necessarily related to the area of arable land,
vhatever that might mean before the standardisation of
measurement. A plough team might have consisted of 8
oxen on very heavy soils but there is no illustration that
I know of which shows a vlough team of 8 oxen and the
possibility exists thatthis Domesday Book account teco

is related to "potential" taxation. Our knowledge of
medieval agriculture makes it likely that '"peasants'
would use any animal they could for ploughing and even
when the animals died in large numbers spade husbandry.
These are minor points however about a work which has
done so much good for the people of Witham and area in
bringing the Domesday account togethex, providing us
with a copy of the original text from the Ordnance Survey
edition of 1862, an extension of the Latin and a literal
translation. This latter is very useful for those who do
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not read Latin and wishto ass6ciate theLatin and English.’.
word by word. The fact that it produces such delights as
"Witham held Harold in the time of King Edward, " only
serves to emphasise that Domesday Book is written in
Latin and that the language was "foreign" to both the
English and Normans described in the great work, There
is a very useful introduction covering such topics as
people, Land, Mills, Animals, and places, Area and
value. Altogether this is a highly recommended work at
a most reasonable price and should act as a spur to
members of the Society to do something similar for their
own township or village.
W. H Liddell,
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OTHER NEW BOOKS

A.J, Green, The Essex Martyrs: carefully compiled
from Foxe's Book of Martyrs. {(Reprint of 1853 edition)
Essex Protestant Council £1.25.

J. D. Mann (ed) Essex & Suffolk Branch Line Steam.
South Anglian Productions £4. 00

R.H. Britnell, Growth & Decline in Colchester 1300-
1525 C.U. P, £&27, 50,

N.E. France, The Romano-British Temple at Harlow,
Essex, West Essex Archaeological Group. £9.00.

R. Pusey, A Discovery of Old Essex.

Robert Whale, £9, 95,
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"BREATHING LIFE INTO YOUR FAMILY PEDIGREE"

Putting together the bare bones of a pedigree is a
challenge. "The Ruggles of Bradford Street, " shows how
hard labour on documents can be sweetened by exploration
of the buildings connected with the life of the family. The
authers, retired Lord-Lieutenant of Essex, Sir John
Ruggles-Brise and local historian, Edith Freeman, have
been even more ambitious. From tiny clues- like the ten



kisses credited 'to Rebeckh Clapton'' in the Account Bogok
of William Ruggles, they have tried to re-create the
characters of Sir John's ancestors.

"The Ruggles of Bradford Street' is available price £2. 00
from Spains Hall, Finchingfield, or from local bookshops.
- It is backed up by an exhibition of material used in " the
research at the University of Essex, June 16th-July 25th.

Sir John Ruggles-Brise.
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THE HICKES-MAYNARD CORRESPONDENCE

The absence of large collections of personal and official
correspondence has been a frustrating problem for serious
students of early seventeenth century Essex. Once the
well-known sources like the Barrington Papers, the
Lieutenancy Book and the State Papers have been combed,
little else appears to be available. Nonetheless, there are
other, more obscure collections which can be profitably
examined.,

Almost a decade ago, Dr A, G, R. Smith traced the career
of Michael Hickes as he rose through the secretariat of
Iord Burghley, Queen FElizabeth's Lord T reasurer, to ,
found an important county family with its seat at Ruckholts
in Leyton. The parallel career of Henry Maynard, Hickes'
friend and colleague. who established his line at Little
Easton, was described in some detail. Both men left heirs
vho played an important role in the affairs of the county

in the period up to the Civil War,

Much of the evidence for Dr Sinith's work came from the
I.ansdowne manuscripts in the British Library. Fortun-
~ately, two of the volumes in that series {91 & 92) contain
some material on the relationship between the Hickes

and Maynard families in the decade or so after Queen
Elizabeth's death, A good deal of it deals with matters of
health, social visits, etc. But there are one or two letters
whirh throw some sharp light on county affairs. There is
an eloquent complaint from Sir John Sammes, for example
in November, 1611 about the delay-in his appointment.as.
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a Deputy Lieutenant and some interesting details on the

business of Quarter Sessions in April, 1612. This sort
of material is a useful supplement to the brilliant analysis
which Dr Quintrell offered twenty years ago.

Christopher Thompson.
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THE ORCHARD PRESS

‘The project of publishing early l'Mh century Parlia-
-mentary sources launched by Christopher Thompson in
1985 is now well under way despite a move from Orsett

to Wivenhoe. In July, 1985, the Orchard Press published
his transcript of the @account kept by John Holles of
proceedings in the House of Commons in 1624 {ISBN 9
34820605 5. £.3). Three months later, the diary kept by
Sir Nathaniel Rich,M, P. for Harwich, for the debates in
the House of Commeons in Rbruary and early March, 1624
appeared ( ISBN 0 948206 10 1, £2 ). This is the first time
that accounts for this Parliament's proceedings have been
available.

Sir Nathaniel Rich, who lived at Paslow Hall and later at
Stondon Massey, was one of the major figures in the
Parliamentary politics of the 1620's. In the last ten years
largely as a result of the work done by Professor Conrad
Russell, this subject has become a matter for fierce
academic controversy.Adherents of the old-fashioned Whig
views and advocates of the new school of revisionist history
have been locked in argument. The essay entitled
"Parliamentary History .in the 1620s: in or out of per
perspective?", ( ISBN 0 948206 15 2 ), which the Qrchard
Fress published in January of this year puts the whole
controversy in a new light: it contains the most sustained
attack on the revisionist position yet to appear.

How closely the events of the 1620s were conncted with
those of the English Civil War in the 1640s is a central
issue in this debate. Unfortunately, the most important

of the Parliamentary diaries of this period, that kept by
Walter Yonge, has been little used. This has been due to
the minuscule hand and the shorthand system in which



T
Yonge wrote his notes, All four volumes have, however,
been transcribed by Christopher Thompson and are being
published between April and the end of June. They throw
particular light on the affairs of Essex and of the Eastern
Association to which the county belonged as well as being
indispensable for the study of national affairs between

1642 and 1645,
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THE WARRIOR ASSQCIATION

The reconstruction of H. M, S, Warrior is being under-
taken by the Warrior Preservation Trust Ltd., formerly
the Ship Preservation Trust, and the Warrior Association
has been formed to support this enterprise, particularly
with regard to furnishings, equipment, plans, letters,
uniforms etc,

The Association, which has members worldwide, is
strongly represented in and around Portsmouth, and has
execent contacts in London with such as the National
Maritime Museum, but it is very thinly represented in
Essex.

H, M. S8, Warrior was designed by Isaac Watts and assisted
by John Scott Russell, It was built at Blackwall, London
by the Thames Ironworks and Shipbuilding Company
between May 1859 and 1861. Warrior had aniron hull
and was armoured with 43 inches of wrought iron backed
by 18 inches of teak.

Warrior was one of the most formidable warships in the
world and is the sole surviving 19th century capital ship
in the world. It is at present being restored at Hartlepocl
and is due for completion in the spring of 1987, when it
will be towed to the permanent berth in Portsmouth

near H, M. 5, Victory,

Mr E, D, O, van Lennep, Burrells Farm, Church Road,
Rawreth, Wickford 8511 8SH, a member of the Association
is able to offer a slide talk to any interested organisation
lasting about one hour. This he would do without personal

charge in return for a reasonable donation for the Warrior
Association, and refund of travel expenses over a distance.
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THE WILL OF NICHOLAS PRICKLOWE

The will of Nicholas Pricklowe of Moreton, Yeoman,

proved July 22nd 1622, is entirely routine in the nature

of its provisions. The Testator: leaves lands and a

cottage, Moreton Croftes and Ballards, in Fyfield, and
equal shares of his goods, to his sons John and Nicholas who
who are to pay £5 to each of their four unnamed sisters.
The will is however of outstanding interest because of the
originality, length and literary gquality of the religious
preamble which is transcribed in full:

"An the name of god amen the tenth day of Nouember in the fiftenth
yeare of the Raigne of our Souraigne Lorde Jeames by the grace

of god Kinge of England ffraunce and Irelande defender of the
faith etc And of Scotlande the on an fifteth. 1617 I Nicholas
Pricklowe of Morton in the County of Essex ysoman having before
these eyes of my minde that all and suery Creature receiving
breath and 1ife at the handes of the Almighty must by Death render
and yealde toc him the same againe at the hower and time by him
lymited and appoynted, and only to him knowne., I considering
therfore the britle and unhcertaine staye and state of my feeble
simple and weary body being nowe of sounde and perfect mynde and
memory thankes be unto my mercifull good god and loving heavenly
father Doe ordaine constitute and make this my last will and
testament in manner and forme following That is te say ffirst

1 doe acknowledge my many foule sines comitted from the day of
my birth unto the present time in the sight of my heavenly

father and Creator in respect wherof I yealde my sealfe gilty of
his Justice only pleading wth a contrite harte and humble spirite
ioyned wth true repentance mysalvacion throughe his promises and
mercies laide up for me in Jesus Christ my only saviour and
redemer in whome and by whome I have perfect faith and an undoubt-
ed hope of obteining of forgivnes and fvll remission of all the
same and stedfastly beleue to be pertaker of that kingdome and
everlasting Joye preparede for his elect Children comitting my
soule wholy to god the father my Creater to god the sonne my only
saviour and redemer, and to god the holy ghoste my comforter thre
persons in trinity andone god in unity tc whome be all hornor
glory and dominion for euer and euer soe be yt, Item I refer my
body to be bured by the descration of my Executor and friendes
wher it shall please god." ERO D/AEW 17/76

Nicholas was probably married, te Ann Wright, at Little Laver
in 1581. B8ix of his children were baptised at Moreton - Ann (1582)
Elizabeth (1584), Mary (1586}, Joan {15£3), Nichclas (1591) and
John (1534) - but Nicholas was not buried at Moreton and Nicholas,
described as of Crouchmans in his will of 1647,is the only member
of this family known to be buried here. Elizabeth Sellers.
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SOCIETY BUSINESS

MEETINGS The Annual General Meeting at Hockley on June 21st. The Annual
Report appears in the centre of this Newsletter and the Agenda for the
meeting and a copy of the proposed new Constitution are enclosed. See
the Programme pages for detalls of the programme for the day. The loc-
tion map was not available at the time of writing and, if it is not
enclesed separately, copies will be available from Elizabeth Sellers in
exchange for a stamped addressed envelope,

Visit to Setton Hoo on September 10th. It is essential that all members
who want to travel by coach from Chelmsford or Colchester should apply
directly to Elizabeth Sellers, enclosing a SAE and a booking fee of E1-50
for each seat required. Unless at least 20 people want to travel by coach
it is not an economic propesition - and cancellation may mean that some
people will be unable to come. HNote - the site is about 15 minutes walk
from the parking place along a rough path so strong shoes are advisable

Joint meeting with the Friends of Historic £ssex on Saturday September 6th..
Afternoon visit to Bovingden Hall by kind invitatien of MWr and Mrs John
Tabar. Bovingdon Hall is a farm of 687 acres - one of 10 farms in England
and Wales being farmed under a Countryside Commission Scheme to demon-
strate how modern business farming can be managed in such a way as to
conserve and develop ancient landscape facilities and enhance the natural
wild life. Full details in the Commission’s baoklet number 175 -
Demonstration Farms Project: Bovingdon Hall: Farming with Conservation.
Apply - with 12p stamp please and not later than August 15th - to the
Friends secretary - Mr J T A Burton, 5 Quendon Drive, Waltham Abbey, Essex
ENG 1LG. Lea ¥Yalley 768086.

SALE OF BACK PUBLICATIONS There are a few copies of Feet of Fines, Volume
IV, 1964 - bound but without cover. £6-50 post free.

The following parts of the Hew Series of Transactions are available. Prices
~ according to the interest of the contents, and the quantity available -

Vol 16 -2, £1-00; 3, 75p. Vel 17 -2, 75p. Vel 18 -1, £1-00; 3, S0p;

4, £1-00. Vol 19 -4, £1-00. Vol 20 -1, £1-50; 2, £1-00. Vol 21 -1, £1-50;
2, E1-00. Vol 21 -1, E1-50; 2, E1-00, Vol 22 -1, £1-50, 2, E£1-50.

Vol 23 -2, £1-00. Vol 24, E£1-50. Vel 25 -1, E1-50; 2,£1-00; 3,£1-00.

Also Volume 18, parts 1-4, £6-00 (10 sets) and one set only of all the

above at £17-50, All the above are post free prices - if you can visit
Colchester please enquire of the Librarian - Andrew Phillips - for price
collected. Some coples will be cn sale at the History Fair at Hedingham.
Poest orders to Elizabeth Sellers, 1 Chignall Road, Chelmsford CMI 2JA,

who can alse supply summaries of contents - large SAE + two 12p stamps.



MISSING MEMBER  We have lost postal contact with Hr P C Knock, sometime
of Hayes Close Chelnsford, and have been unable to remind him that his
subscription is underpaid. Address to £lizabeth Sellers please, if any-
one knows his whereabouts.

MEMBERS INTERESTS This year we have begun an attempt to discover some-
thing about the spread of members interests. More than half the nmembers
who pay annually by cheque replied to the question "The Society would
like to know how many members who live in the Historic County of Essex
also belong to other Societies comcerned with Archaeology, History and
Conservation in the county?"., From their answers - 125 replies - 1t is
clear that almost half those members have general interests in all three
fields. The Society will be grateful if nmembers who pay by standing order
can spare time/stamp to let us know about their interests. A question-
naire returned by tem subscribing Local Societies revealed that their
combined membership was three times that of this Society.

COUNTY NEWS

Summer School on Methods of Archaeological Field Survey - July 14 te 20,
1986, Wansfell College. Details from Wansfell Colleg, Theyden Boeis, Epping,
Essex CHIG 7LF.

Aythorpe Roething Windmill open to the public on Sundays 3-5pn as follows -

June 28, July 27, August 31 and September 28. Tea available in the Village
Hall nearby. :

The Essex Chronicle reports that Chelmsford Industrial Museum Society
have been granted the use af The Borehole building at Chelmsford's Hall
Street Waterworks, thus ending its long search for premises. In March
the paper included an article on Mike Eddy's work in the Canary Islands
which has included breaking up a gang of professional treasure hunters
which had been systematically looting the archaeological heritage.

At Dedham the National Trust has been rebuilding and landscaping the area
of Bridge Cottage at flatford Mill. There will be an exhibitian on John
Constable and the Stour Yalley,an information centre for visitors and

new catering facilities, Work has begun on the excavation and restor—
ation of the dry dock in the garden. The Trust's E&st Anglian Newsletter
alse reports Domesday celebrations at Rayleigh Hount; there is to be a

photographic competition for amateurs and performances of A Midsummer
Night's Dream on July 4, 5 and 6.

The Essex Protector - newsletter of CPREEssex - reports on the progress

of the Hadleigh Country Park scheme and notes that Braintree and Babergh
District Councils have published a statement of intent containing proposals
for a mid-Stour Countryside Project.



THE NATIONAL SCENE

COUNCIL FOR BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGY - British Archaeological News for April
publishes the CBA submission to the House of Commons Select Committee on
the Environment. This emphasises the compartmentalization of the interests
of bodies concerned with the landscape, with wild life and with monuments
and buildings and the need for greater collaboration and for a single

body of legislation to cover the protection of all aspects of the enviren-
ment. The submission expressed reasonable content with the protection
provided for buildings but expressed concern over the effects of Project
Funding on Rescue Archaeology and the lack of protection for portable
antiguities. This issue also lists the winners of the Lloyds Bank Awards
for 1986 and reprints, in place of formal Motes for new diggers, an
amusingly tllustrated article “Everything you aluays wanted to know about
archaeological excavations but were afraid to ask" frem an Aberdeen
University publication. Publications noted include Dr Elizabeth Hallam's
book "Doomsday Book Through Nine Centuries" and the neuly initiated annual
Bulletin of the Census of Medieval Tiles - free from Dr ¢ Horton, Centre
for MWedieval Studies, The University of York, King's Manor, Exhibitien
Square, York Y01 2EP,  The May issue notes the publication of another
Council for the Care of Churches Handbook - "Redecocrating your Church" by
Tan C Bristow.

RESCUE NEWS Spring 1986 prints an interview with Or Geoffrey Wainwright,
Principal Inspector responsible for rescue archzeology at English Heritage
and continues to interest itself in the funding, nen-funding and fate of
threatened sites

COUNGIL FOR THE PROTECTION OF RURAL ENGLAND - The Countryside Campaigner
for Spring 1986 reviews"Timber Building in England” by Dr R W Brumskill,
Gollancz 1985, £14-85. This is said to be an expangion of some aspects

of Alec Clifton-Taylor's "Pattern of English Building" and te have ended

up as a book not for the beginner which will frustrate the more expert
by its limitations.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

THE LONDON ARCHAEOLOGIST - Spring 1986 - has an article on London's

floman theatres and the possible survival of their sites in recognisable
form into early medieval times - on Saxen Londen and on the Roman Basilica
in Leadenhall Street with a reconstruction drawing showing the Znd century
basilica and forum there. The 1985 excavation round-up includes work at
Barking Abbey Industrial Estate and in St Margaret's Church, Barking.

THE LOCAL HISTORIAN - not suprisingly includes an article -"What to Read
on Domesday Hook". Publicationms noted include a photographic survey -
a Glimpse into Edwardian Haverhill" - published by Haverhill & District



Local Kistory Group and "Echoes of the Great War: The diaries of the Revd.
Andrew Clacrk" . A& paragraph in Notes and News suggests that the ternms of
reference for grants from the Carmegie Trust during the period 1986-90

may cover such topics as local work on oral history and conservatien pro
projects carried out by local groups.

THE AGRICULTURAL HISTORY REVIEW - amends and up~dates its list of Theses
which was published in 1981, OF Essex interest are - E ¥ Brodsky, PhD
Cambridge, 1979 "Mobility and Marriage in Pre-Industrial England....";

J 6 Kingsbury, M Litt Cambridge, 1982 "Landed Interests and the Land
Question in Essex in the Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Centuries";

L Hanetas, PhD Kent State University {USA}, 1983 "The Evolution of
Resource Use and &llocation in Waltham Forest during the Sixteenth and
Seventeenth Centuries"; R W Ransford, PhD London 1983 "The Early Charters
of Waltham Abbey, Essex".

MISCELLANY

Ron Allen, who did so much to help archaeology In Essex while he was an
officer of the Soil Survey of England & Wales stationed at Writtle,is a
recent victin of the fimancial axe which has reduced the Survey's funding
by 50%. He has now set up his own firm of "Consultants in Land Evaluat-
ion for Agriculture, Leisure and Wildlife Conservation"; this will make
his wide based experience and training widely available. Although he gave
up his membership of this Society when he left Essex for Hampshire we wi
wish hin well with the new venture.

QUOTE. "Religion (I am sorry to say) is much like
heraldry, an antiguated concern; a few people attend tq one
andthe other, but the world laugh at them for engaging in
such a superannuated pursuit. In 50 years more the whole art
of going to church - how the Sguire's Lady put on her best
hat and cloak, and how the Squire bowed to the parson after
church and how the parson dined with the Squire, and all these
ceremonies of worship will be in the hands of the Antiquarian,
will be elucidated by laborious investigation, and explained
by apprepriate drawings." Sydney Smith to Mrs Beach - 1798.
From: Selected Letters of Sydney Smith, The World's Classics,
1881. £2-95

STOP PRESS: There is a Village Festival at PLESHEY om
June 21st-22nd. This will be ome of the rare occasions

wh 3 ;
en the castle will be open to the public. Fhiitaasirs



NEWS OF MEMBERS

We welcome the following new members:

Mrs M Bedwin J C Pilling
Chelmsford Chelmsford
D M Beer M J F Stevens
Romford Hornchurch
Christine Fitzgerald B C Wooduward
Chelmsford Colchester

Professor Larry Poos, Washingten D C, is visiting England in
June.

The excavations at Castle Hedingham in 1868 - see inside front
cover — uncovered extensive foundations revealed by scorched

turf produced in an exceptionally hot dry year. In that year
tempratures reached 90° F in May and September; June was very

hot and dry and the temperature rose to 100.5° F on July 22nd.
Despite the drought corn crops were good with wheat well above
average. Shortage of keep for animals resulted in many dispersal
sales of cattle and sheep at low prices.

NAMES AND ADDRESSES

Membership Secretary Librarian

Mr R W C Coleman Mr John Bensusan-Butt
23 Somerville Gardens 31b Lexden Road
Leigh-on-Sea Colchester

Essex 553 1DD C03 3PX
Southend-on-Sea 77368 Colchester 574785

For information about meetings - please contact the organiser named
in the Newsletter or contact Andrew Phillips, 19 Victoria Road,
Colchester C03 3NT , or the Administrative Secretary.

Enquiries about delayed or missing publications and about the

supply of recent back numbers are dealt with by the Administrative

Secretary Mrs J E Sellers, 1 Chignall Road, Chelmsford CMI 2JA
Chelmsford 355260



Q £
0% 990

wo"'ji. J}l:._ftad(_’c and .Ciarnycxrn?
HE dl
a ijf:s ¥ i )

Md bands !
Back? SoreCourk 15’2";?

&:‘ire_ s Co :‘fﬂ%“:{ﬁkm‘r@é’ ry )
== tl)”eam's Cou n' Burrs iﬂ
ﬁ B

T
.- I

Hall Y7

Arick
Terred

wn fozuaaz

The ‘grem.‘éné'&
To wer the lead
linber iron
Y 96afs taken

aiwalg

THE ESSEX SOCIETY FORARCHAEOLOGY&HISTORY

NEWSLETTER NUMBER 95

Street

Bayle

I'F UNDELIVERED PLEASE RETURN TO:-1 CHIGNALL ROAD, CHELMSFORD CM1

ISSN 0305-8530

Litho-printed by the Narconi Company Ltd., Reprographic Services Group

Mew Street, Chelmsford



Essex
Archaeology
and History
News

Autumn 1986



THE ESSEX SOCIETY tor ARCHAEQLOGY & HISTORY

Formerly The Essex Archaeological Society

NEWSLETTER NUMBER 96 Autumn 1986
CONTENTS
Edit‘oria—l L LB B R A ) L A B B B L L L B L L L B B BB AR S B

Socle oy e s aleias e mlosihu wiarasinisins viein/eis/sms s
Society Events UL B B I B B B B B BN B B BN I BB B B B B B B B B B B BB BRI
Viight o K3l EHouanie s esevaresnasenseiasenssasnes

Tigsex History Faip L isevsssentasssnesiasssessssass

1
1
1
2
2
Other Forthcoming Evenls ceesseseossonssssonssees 3
County Archaeolozical Section sssassssessssssensa 4
Book Review = GestingthOoTDe sesesassessansssssans [
Book Review = de Bohun Charter sc.csessssscecsecss 9
IR T ATy HONOTE s s is dians s siasssaisseasieanssessssie
Eager Book LIgE . vsesssansesessmnsesssesessascass I
Uther New BOOKE Nisesesmseseseansenisnssensnvocsecsnsld
Lovtsy To the BAIEOY csuwswssvosimenevasosyvsseyeli

Recent Acquisition to Southend Museum ....ceeeses12

Editor: Rosemary Jeffries, 40 Glenbervie Drive,
Leigh-on-Sea, Essex S89 3JT

Telephone (0702) 71807

COPY FOR WINTER ISSUE NOT LATER THAN NOVEMBER fst.

The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the
contributors and not neccessarily those of The Essex Society
for Archaeology & Histery and its Officers.



EDITORIAL

Ve should like to apologise far
the late production of this
edition nf the News Letter,which
is the first one to be produced
on our newly purchased computer,
an Amstrad, which is capable
of doing wmany things. For the
first few days it seemed to have
a nind of 1iis own, determined
not to respond to commands. The
diagnosis was a fault i{n the
soft ware. Having correcied this,
the poor thing still sezemed to
be ailing this tims a "bug" in
the programme. At the time of
golng to press this had <till naot
been fully rectified, however, by
the Winter Edition all should
be well.

A PLEA TO ALL AFFILIATED
SOCIETIES AND INDIVIDUAL MENBERS.

At present, we bave no copy for
the next Tews Letter. It has
never been easy to get reports or
articles for the News Letter
and, of late, it seens to be
getting barder. Ve would like
to receive detalls of your work
even If it is oaly a few lines,
and 1f pessible an {llustration
vhich could be used for the
cover. At Castle Hedingham on
on 8 June pany socletles
displayed the results af
their work, but very few
have submitted articles +to the
Hews Letter. Judging by the

{nterest shown, such exchanges
of information are always
welconme. So, please, start

writing,otherwise,no articles, no
Hews Letter!

i

The Soclety has now had a new
name for a year, and there
iz now & new constitution which
was adapted at the AGH,
on the 2lst June.

Ve welcome Owen Bedwin as our

new President, and thank
Andrew  Phlllips, for his work as
President over the last two
years.

FAFERFRRERE PRI LI RIRERIRHSFEERES

- SOCIETY NEWS,

FORTHCOMING EVENTS.

The Morant Diprer will be held on
Friday, October 10th, at The 0Old
Court Hotel, Bocking.at a charge
of £10.50 The guest speaker will
be Jobn Wymer, F.5.A: Apply to
MARGARET CORNVALL,2 Orchard Close,
Coptford Green, Colchester, GCO6
3BT. (Col. 2105863,

FHERE IR R AR ERF NI R RSN RE R ELY

2QCIETY EVENTS
The Soclety's recent AGK at
Hockley on 2lst June was

accompanied by a moroing visit
and an afterncon lecture. In  the
porning, Brian Vhatmough,
Rochford District Council's
Woodland Officer, gave members an
extremely informative gulded tour

.of Hockley Woods. This took ino

the various waoodland banks on
which Oliver Rackham bas based

a conplex sequence of
development, and also the
present-day techniques af

management, =ome of which are
frankly experimental. It was
encouraging to see bhow much
thought and effort were going in
ta current management,
partlcularly with regard to
inding new markets for the



products of coppicing. The ooly
disappolnment was that »a mere
8 members of  this Soclety
attended.

Following the AGH in the
afternoon, an ‘event of a very
different kind. If you 're ape
of the people who thinks that
the fight agalnst smallpox began
with Edward Jenner, then  thingk
again. John Smith, Branch
Archivist at Southend, told the
story of 18b  century endeavours
ta deal with the disease by
means Of lnoculation with live
smallpax ¢ i.e. not with cowpox,
as Jennmer was to do muck later).
This technigue was introduced
from  Turkey, and was initially
taken up by the wealthy, only
later becoming widely avallable.
The speaker's arguments were

backed up by a forpidable
battery of statistical  datail.
"The wmortality rates prior to
noculation, especlally for the

very young, were ctaggering, and
one was left to reflect on the
achlevement of the WVorld Health
Organisation in eradicating the
disease only a few years ago.

Y T FTTITY FEVPPET FerTr I T e
VISIT TO FAULEROURRE- 25 Hay.

It was a sunny afternoon, and
Faulkbourne Hall, with 1its mellow
brickwork, 1locked its best. Ve
gathered on +the front lawn, and
our host, Mr. W¥W. Oxley Parker,

briefly described the buliding:
at its core an early 15th
century timber-framed houge,
shortly afterwards concealed by

the Montgomerys' fime brick Hall;
creneliations a reminder of the
traditional period from castle to
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pansion. Long occupled by the
Builock family, they had added
the 17th and early 18th century
extensions, in conformity with
the earlier structure.

¥e visited the principal rooms on
the ground floor, all tastefully
decorated, and saw the timber
framework of the original house.
Those who ascended the tower were
rewarded with a pleasing prospect
of rural Essex. It was a house
that was lived in, a family home
with its portraits and heirlooms,
and we were grateful toc Hr. and
¥rs. Oxley Parker far the
privilege of viewing 1it.

4 footpath ©brought us to the
parish church of S5i. Germans. A
¥orman building still preserving
gome of 1ts original  window
enbrasures and doorways, and
{ts memorials conmemorating past
occupants of the nearby Hall

4 drive to the willage hall, and
welcome refreshments provided by
our loyal group of our lady
members, concluded a most
enjoyable outing.

Kennetk Walker.

FERER SR SRR FREF TR ERE VRS

IME ESGEX HISTORY FAIR.

The Essex History Fair was the
worth  while result of two years
work by a committeee which
disproved all those silly remarks
about the fallures of
committees, The Essex Society
for Archaeclogy and History in
which the 1dea was generated and
which gave two of its Council
membersg and its ex- Treasurer to
the project, as well as backing
it with {fipnancial guarantess as



did the friends of Hisftorlc Essex
can be proud of its product. Over
10,000 people attended on the
day: we can be no more accurate
because ticket sellers were
withdrawn at 4 pm. and anyhow
before that many people had
parked elsewhers and had
simply walked into the grounds
without paying. We bave heard all
sorts of numbers mentioned: we
oaly claim over 10,000. the
organisers were not overwhelmed
on the day but they came pretty
close to {t and one group of
people not to ask about events of
the day are those mast closely
concerned with the organisation,
for they were too busy to ses
anything. W¥e have heard little
but praise but we know and
have a long list of those things
which c¢ould be done better next
tlme. There was much toc learn
and probably there i1s still

more but when a group prepares
for 3000 people and 10,000
arrive I suppose that like the
hostess  with the unexpected
guests they wish the others had
stayed away. We cannot say that
all societies who displayed did
well {financlally,for some didn't
collect  or sell anything but
we can say that there was a lot
to learn from each other's
displays and that those

displays were in many ways the
rost popular, in the cemnse of
being given the greatest
sustained interest at the Fair.
Those Societiss which came to the

Essex History Falr did Essex
proud on the day. We expected
a lot from the entertainers,
probably too  much, but they had
had the experience elsewhere: we
we had little idea aof what to
expect from local szocieties and_

the professionalism of some of
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the displays was oautstanding,
Essex bhistory and archaeclogy
has 1little to fear when itis
products are displayed with such

cara,

The overwhelming effect of the
day of pgood sense and good
bumaour. There was an

atmosphere rather like a village
fete, no rowdyness, no drunkeness
no uone was lnjured; there was
plenty to eat and drimk. A good
time was had by many people

It is impossible to name all the
people who made this a worthwhile
event, therefore we are writing
to every  possible ocutlet to
inform people of our thanks and
the true extent of our success
Maving paid off every bill,
discharged every penny wWe owe
the conmittee are left with £5000
and this will be put into trust
far the furthering of an
vnderstanding of Ezgex
archaeology and history by the
promotion of history fairs and
festivals in the first Iinstance
and any surplus will be used tn
foster publication of work on-
Escex. The first charge will be
another history fair: if all goes

well this will be at Tilbury in
1688 ta co-incide with the
celebrations of +the Armada of
1588

V.H. Liddell
FASERFSHITESITRALS SRR RERBHANRLHASE
QTHER FORTHCOMING EVENTS

BRAIN YALLEY ARCHAECLOGICAL
SOCIETY ROMAX LONDONW

A special public lecture by John
Schofield.

To be held at 2.30.pm. oOn
Saturday 4th October, in the



Council Cbamber, Town Hall
Centre, Braintree. Admission £1.

W.E.4. One Day School

University of Essex, Saturday,
November 1S5th, 11.00-3.30p.m.

Vic Gray will glve two talks on:-
"THE ESSEX AND GSUFFOLE VYILLAGE,
1870-1514 .

£1.50 (£1.0) for retired people.
Unemployed freel.Please siate if
you wich to buy lunch in the
Unlversity restaurant.Please send
fees to:- Mrs. M. Sorrell,
10 St.Fabians Drive, Chelmsford,
Essex, CM1 2PR. (Chel, 51538).

FREETFREREES VIR 4542120022512

COUNTY
REFORT.

ARCEAEOLOGICAL  SECTION

The Archaeology section received

notificationfrom the Historic
Buildings and Monunents
Comnpission far England .e.

English Heritage) of grants for
Essex projects during the 1986-87
financial yesr. The Commission
has continved to maintain its
policy of concentrating resources
on post-excavation projects and

the sectlon are writing up
of a numbar of
excavations for which it is
hoped to have archive and
publication reports complete by

the end of the year. However,
support has also been maintained
for on golng projects  which
iinclude the Hullbridge/Essex
river walleys survey, Springfield

Chelmer Valley project, the
Kelvedon {Doucecroft site)
excavation project, and the

Stanstead multi-period excavation
and survey project (see below}.

Sites submitted to the HEMC are

first screened and considered by
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the Advisory Committee °, for

Archaeclogical Excavation- in
Essax, which alms +to assess
submissions against generally
acknowledged regianal and

national priorities for the sites
of different periods. Glven the
scale of development taking place
in Essex, even with this
screening many prajects are
submitted annuvally and invariably
not all projects submitted are
successful . This year, for the
first time, notification of
unsuccessiul reguests was
accompanied by  the following
cnde which explains the reason
for refusal:

At Development/planning position

and/or arrangements are
uncertain.
B: Insufficient funds are

avallable for +the allocation at
this time.

C: Fot suitable for HEMC funding
at this time.

D: ot suitable and/ar
insufficlent demonstratad
importance for HEMC  funding.

Projects coded A and B will
be reconsiderad for funding {rom
the contingency resarve
throughout the year and 1t is
gratifying that the majority .of
non-funded Essex projects
submitted fall into the 4 and B

categories, Accordingly the
development situation for a
number of threatened sites
is being carefully monitored
with a view ta seaking
cantingency grants. In this

respect particular attention is
being paid to Chelmsford, a town
town which, fn the words of a
local paper, is "on the brink of
a new era of expansion with an
unprecedented nuember of plans in



the pipeline for redevelopment in
the town"{Chelnsfurd Veekly Fews,
January 31st 19843 Many of these
affect parts of the Roman town
area and/ar the medieval histaric
cgre and require detailed
archasological  investigation. A
number of other historic towns
also have cites awalting
development, while larger scale
mineral , industrial and housing
davelopments, proposed in several
Districts, which affect knaown
sites, are being watched.

The HEMC have in  addition
confirmed a grant to coatinue the
major task of compulerising the
County Sites and Konuments
Record. This is now well advanced

and work has begun on the
second part of the exercise,
namaly the preparation of a new
set of reference maps to

complement the re-ordered site
numbering system.  Responsibility
for the funding of archasological
alr-reconnaissance hes  been
transferred from the HEXKC to the
Royal Commission on Historical
Konuments (England?, from  whom
confirmation of a grant has also
been recelved.This is
specifically for the organisation
of flight in and = around ths
Stansted area to record bath
known sites likely to be affected
by future airport-relatad
developments and to search for
new cropmark sites.

Collectively the Archacology
Section envisaged apother wvery
busy year with more denands
than it coudl possibly  meet.
Financially,  additional  funding
ta back up that from HENC,
RCHX and ECC, is belng ought
fron District Councils. the
Community Frogramme and privata

5
sponsorship. Individuals wishing
to asslst the section in any way
should contact the  Archaeclogy
Section, ECC Plenning Department,
Globe House Yew Street,
Chelmsford CML 1LF

Since the last two News Letters
work has been carried out on a
numbar of projects of interest
for which summary details follow.

SOUTH OCKENRON HALL MOAT.
D Priddys.

In 1936 English Heritage asked
the Archaeclogy Section to
undertake a watching brief during
the scouring of the moat. The
moat is a large guadrillateral
with a wide southern arm which
once extended  beyond the south-
west corper to connect wWith a
group of fishponds. The remains

a Relgate stone gatehouse
suggested a moated houseof some
wealth and status, but no ather

structures were kmown., During <the
watching brief medieval bricks
were noted to the north of the
bridge. Clesrance of the 1vy
showed that the post-medisval
lean- to farm buildings which
backed onto the gatehouse, sat on
top of medieval brick foundations.
It is possible that a Reigate
stone revetment may pre-date the
brickwork, thus suggesting that
the gatelouse and its associated
may be earlier. Detailed plans
and elevaticns revealed a wall,
parallel to the mwoat, and aff
which a2 number of wall secars
projected out towards/over the
moat. 4 gardeobe 1z a likely
interpretation for one aof the
ztructures, whilst a corner tower
or turet is a possiblity which
only excavation could resolve. A
number of moulded and rubbed



bricks bhad been re-used i1n the
care of the wall, which may have
coma from a 15th-century
decorated chimney stack. As the
brick wall 1tself appears to be
15th- century, it seems that
major rebuilding works took place
within a  relatively short space
of time.

Nothing 1 known of the ariginal
hall. South Ockendon was a
Domesday manor. In  the 124k~
century a chapel is recorded. The
13th-century building accounts
detall works or the hall, kitchen,
well andprivy, whilst 16th-
century wills mention the"great
dinning chamber®"middle chamber"
and “"gallery chamber”.

The archaeological evidence, the
size and scale of the nmoat, use
of stone in  the gatebouse,
moulded bricks and a fragment of
a decorated glazed floor tile,

accards with the documentry
evidence to 1Indicate a wealthy
and  prestigious, 1f  shortlived,

15th- century  house in the
tradition of fthe "fortified "
wanar house.

HORNERS CORKER, ROCHFORD,
(D. Andrews?

Horners Corner 1is a derilict
group of buildings occupying a
triengular plot of land at the
junction of North Street and East
street. A glance at the town plan
suggests that the buildings are

infill of a triangular wmarket
place, 1now superseded by an
existing Tectangular market to
the west. However, excavation In
East Street some years — age
discovered a  watercourse which
seemed to be running towards

Hornerz Corner and thus thraw

&

doubt upon this
Since the buildings are all in
brick and apparently dated from
the 18th and 19th centuries,
it seemad resonable to  conclude
that the site had not been bHullt
up before that period.

interpretation.

The development of Hurners Corner
is now envisaged and as a
preliminary, the fabric of the
butlding was investigated.
Behind the brickwork clading, a

rectangular timber-framed
building of three bays was
faund ta occupy  the most
southerly part of the complex
at the tip of the triangle. This
This at once  threw previous
ideas into the melting pot
and excavations have been
carried ta try and

resolve  these problems. These
will probably prove too small
scale to give a really clear
pleture of the development of the
site, but already it is apparent

that the building was the
successar to earlier timber
structures. So far,the seguence

seems to be as follows: a cess
pit filled in the 15th century;
a bullding somewhat smaller
than the existing one, outside
which are trampled suriaces
which bear evidence of
intensive occupation; the
existing timber building, to  the
outside of which there may have
been an oven, and to which a
large brick fireplace and ranges
at right angles were later added.
But if there 15 no watercourse
and it is quite clear tbat the
=ite was built on from the 15th
century, there are as yet no
abvious traces of the market
place which  is thought to have
been infilled.



SFANSTED PROJECT
(H. Brooks}?

The severe weather conditions
during the first part of the year
meant that the project pgot away
to a slow start, which however,
worthwhila results are now
beginning to appear.

The moated site at Colchester
Hall, Takelely, is the most
immediately threatened of +the
known sites. It 1s here that the
main excavation work has  Tbeen
carried out revealing house
foundations and fragmnents of
carved stone which probably date
to the 12th century.

At this time the Hall was owned
by the de Bauvilles, a family wha
enjoyed royal patronage and whao
were of sufficiently high status
ta own a stone-built house at a
time when only the Crown, the
Church or wealthy Landowners
could afford to build in stone.

Until the late 1950's the site at
Colchester Hall was complately
surroundedby a wet moat, and also
subdivided dnto three distinct
enclasures. The first enclosure
occupied by the present ball and
its assoclated farm buildings,
appear to have been the site of
the hall. The second and third
enclosures have been examined
archaeclogically and bave been
found to be devoid of buildings,
it is therefore asumed that they
were garden and orchard areas of
the successive Colchester Halls
and indeed they were wsed as
such  untill & few years ago.

The entire 6Gkm
airport
intesively

square af the
develaprent iz being
fieldwalked in order
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to locate new archaeclogical
sites before construction work
reaches them. Ower 20 hectares

bave been walked so far and one
previously unknown site has been
found 1l kn west of Thremhall
Priory. The site s  currently
under investigation but seems to
be a Jight structure connected
with manuring operations in the
surrovnding fields during the
last few centuries.

In the next months wark will be
directed towards the discovery of
the remains of the original
Colchester Hall, which was 1in
existence by the time of the
Domesday Survey in 1086, If such
remains survive they will
probably be found underneath the
present hall.A start will also be
made at another nearby moated
site, Great Coopers, and a <third
moated site with a2  possible
Romang-British settlement
adjacent to it, at Bassingbourn
Hall, was excavated in June and
July. A KSC scheme has pravided
a supervisor and ten warkers ta
assist in the excavation and
fieldwalking.

AR FEREAA TN AT F LSRRI IREIHETRE

EOOK REVIEW
RECAVATIONS AT  HILL  FARM
GESTINGTHORPE, ESSEX,

East Anglian Archaeclogy 25.

by Jo Draper {edited for E4A by
D.G.Buckley). (Published by
Archacology Section of the County
Council) 1985

In 19428 MNr.H.FP. Cooper, a keen
supporter and encourager ot this
Soclety bagan some deeper
ploughing than formerly on  his
farm a2t Gestingthorpe and the
resultant rubble turred up in



Court Field led him to seek the
advice of Mr.M.R. Hull, the then
curator of the Colochester Museum,
who ldentified the finds as Roman.
Thus was initlated a quarter of a
centuries fieldwalking and
excavation by Mr. Cooper, the
rasults of which, are net only
carefully prserved at Hill Farm
but have now been  superbly
publizhed as the first cowmpletely
Essex volume in the serles East
Anglian Archaeclogy. The volunme
is a joy to use, 2 delight to the
eye {the caver showing a
millefiori stud d1s the first
volume in the serles in colour
and well-justified the expense’
and it is easy for the amateur to
read and pgain informtion by
reading. 1 write as an bistorian
who has been appalled in he past
the denseness of archaealogical
reports; this work has a clarity
of interpretation and a clear
printing worthy of the great mass
of material it presents, It Is
unusal, to cay the least,that the
DOE (HEMC) have helped finance
the publication of an excavation

in which 1t was not involved.
Professar Frere,in his
introduction to the voloume says

"We should applaud the decision
while regretting that it would
probably not have been possible
to take it today". One can only
echo that by bringing together
such a team of experts to produce
the specialist reports this work
hags gained enormaously. What this
volume proves above all else is
the fruitfulness of co-operation
batweenwhat Professor Frere calls
"the non professional
practitioner® and the specialist.

Daspite the need for large-scale
excavation of sites which might
throw light on the rural economy
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of Essex In the Romam period this
important site would not have
been found and lovestigated
without the dedication of
¥r. Coaper who I hope will not
turn away from the appelation
‘amatuer*. If this combination of
dedicated  fleld- walking and
excavation and equally dedicated
professional investigation of the
finds 1s unique it surely shaws a
way in which more can be done.

¥hat we have in this volume is a
full desecrition of a site which
may bea villa or may be a temple-
only further  axcavation will
reveal that-with assoclated
finds which  indicate a building
of the late first century with
assgclated later buildings with
clear evidence of metalworking.
Ferrous tools abound and suggest
a nearby smithy but most
interesting of all is the
evidence for “bronze working”.
There is a clear technology base
to whatever this site represents.
Tn  this context it s wvery
satisfylng to find the editior
publishing disagreement between
Professors Xanning and Tylecote
about objects Fos. 159 and 168.

One mwst welcome this lovely
book:a stunning cover, clear type
for clearly presented discussion,
excellent illuystrations, it 15
worth buying. In these days of
hugely expensive books this is a
bargain at £12.00 from the The

Archacology Section. Globe Houce,
Hew Stree, Chelmsford.The {format
allows space for clarity of
prezentation and has been taken
advantage of: altagether a
stunnigly pleasing work to use. I
advise all members to purchase it.
V.H. Liddell



THE d= BOHUN CHATER OF SAFFRQN

VALDEN

Jennifer €. WVard. Published by
Saffron WValden Historical Society
1986

Dr. Ward bas put us in her debt
once agaln with this <clearly
written account of the first
extant charter of Saffron W¥alden
and why 1t must be dated to

within a year or two of 1300.
But the pamphlet is more than
a discussion of date and

heraldry on seals it iz also a
good description of Saffron
Walden as a market town and an
exceallent exposition of the
position of burgesses, natlonally,
and in Saffron Walden. The work
iz short, clear and elegantly
expressed and includes an
illustration of {he obverse and
reverse ©of the seal of Humphrey
de Bohun, 4th Earl of Hereford
and 8th Earl of Essex as well
as a transeription and
translation of the charter. It
concludes with a  useful list for
further reading.Altogether a
valuable contribution to the
study of Essex towns and one well
worth picking up when mext you
visit the mnuseum, itself a gen,
in the "most  besutiful market
town in England" .
¥.H. Liddsll.

FHEFEESHI RN TSR RTRERRALY

LIBRARY REPORT

This is surely the place +to
record our thank= to John
Bensusan-Butt fer his assiduous
and energetic spell as Librarian.
Besides the week to week running
of the Library, Jobm has averseen
the transfer of nuch manuscript
material to the ERO and initiated
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a catalogue of gur rare and 18th
century  books,(these  categorles
being by no  means muiually
exclusive), A1l thiz has Teen
done without fuss and with that
great good humour for which he is
rightly celebrated.

This is also our place to record
our thanks to Kr. D.E.Bircher for
presenting the Library with a
COpY of Kargaret Wood's
substantial work "The English
Hedieval House".

Andrew Phillips

IR E RN R R R A R R R £ S

ESSEX ROOK LIST
Isobel Thompson.

HUNTER, John Xichael, Land idgto

W 1985,
182pp.,11lus. Covers attitudes +to
landscape and 1ts management, in
antiguity, middle ages,
Renaaissance Italy and France,
and England up to the present;
modern  attitudes. A good deal aon
Essex, as author is "Assistant
County  Planner ressponsible for
landscape, archaeoclogy, town
development, conservation and
historic building".for Essex
County Council.

BRUNSKILL,R.W.,

Eritain.¥ictor Gollanz Ltd.,1883.
Z39pp. £14.95. Three sections:
construction of hulldings and
roofs; glossary of terms and
technigues, fully 1llustrated;
chronologicl survey since Saxon
times. Many photographs,
including a lot of Essex
buildings.

ADDYMAN, Peter, "Adam Sedgwick's
archaeplogical axcursions’.
Antiquityno 228 (March 1986, 56-
S8. "Two distictly tongue- in-



cheek accounts of Sedgewick's
attendance at barrow -digging
parties at the Bartlow Hills" in
1835 and 1840 - to mark the 200tk
birthday of the  Woodwardian
Professor of Genlogy at Cambridge,

CRUMMY, Pbilip, “Converting site
notes 1nto a database".

FRIEDMAN, Alice T.,"Patronage and
the production of tombs in London
and the provinces: the Willoughby

monument of 1581". Aptigquaries
Journal £5/2,390-401. New
light on Southwark stone-

carving workshops; tomb of Earls
of Sussex at Boreban one of
those considerad.

DRURY, P.J., "A medieval fired

clay pit support from
Coggeshall ' Essex"Antiguaries
Journal 65721685, 459-461.
Uncommon  find, probably late
medleval; unprovenanced and

apparently found locaaly in late
19th century.

JOHYS, Catherine, 4 Roman
Christian ring from Brentwood,
Bssex".Ibid., 461-4463.
Rediscovery of an old find now

i{n the British Moseum.

VILKINSON, TJ., & MURPRY P.,
*Archaeological survey of an
intertidal zone: the submerged

landscape of the Essex coast,

England”. Journal of Field
Archaeclogyl13/2 {(summer 19861,
177-194, Methods outlined
Neolithic sites 1llustrated, also
wonden  objects  and  briquetage
vessels.

.BRODRIEB,
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FREEKAN, Anthony,The monever
and__the mint in the reign of
Edward the Conferror 1042-
1068, BAR British series 145
(1985). 2 vols.,£30, Chapter 3

includas Horndon, Kaldan.
Colchaster,

COFLEY, Gordon, Archaeglogy
sixth cenfuries BAR British

serles 147 (1985), £10, "Seeks
to identify Saxor and Jutlsh
archasological sites of +the
5th & 6th centuries as
completely as published
informaticen allows and to
assoclate them with the local
place names which they may
have borne at that time.™ A
good many Essex places.

FREREL LIRS RFRFRFREFIRLRTRNE
OTHER KEW BOOKS.

PAYNE, 7T.X., Southend-on-Sea:
Phillimore. x?,gs.”

J' .Sjﬁ.ﬁm_lﬂ__the_
Eastern Counties. Ian Allen
Ltd. £7.95.

CASSIDY,R. ,Copped Hall dn fts
HetdayValtham Abbey Historical
Soclety. £1.80.

BASCOMEE, K.N. Qld Waltham

Abbey in PicturesWaltham Abbey
Kistorical Soclety. £1.0.

BOVYER, N.J. 4Alr Eaid: the

- Fatrick
Stephens Ltd. £14.95.

DALAHOY,R. Southend
Corporation  Transport:




Irams, Tracklass and
BusesYarnacaott Publications.
£5.95

HEVITT,G. To Frame the Heart:
Thirty Godly Preachers under
Elizabeth 1 and the Early

Stuarts, Henry
Trust. £1.50.

Batchelor's

FEREREISSEF RS4RI LA E

LETTER TO THE EDITOR.

54 Belle Vue Road,
Vivenhoe,
Colchester
Essex.

Dear Editor
I have recently vizitad
Stanzted Mountfitchet Czstile,
now “restored" and entitled
the "Castle Time Forget.”

The earthworks are listed
Grade 11 and the V¥ictoria
County History (1907 comments
"It is hoped that no further
outilation of this interesting
little castle will be
allowed." They cansist of arn
outer and inner ringwork,
subsequently glven stone walls

{of which 2 swmall fragment
survives), which were
destroyed c. 1216. The
archasological potential of

the site is, therefore, self-
‘avident.

The gulde book {(£1.0) assures
us that disturbance of the
monument was not permitted.
though it 1s difficult to see
how tbis was avolded when it
continues with the obsevation
that the reconstructioned
buildings were sited as tke
result of a geophysical
survey,and a well, latrine and

i1

torture pit have been dug out,
while the stratigraphy of the
inner rampart ls exposed.

the visitor is greetad by the

flags of the U.5.4. (1776},
the French Republic ({1789},
¥est Germany (1945) and St
George {reasonablel, and
having paid his £2.50
admizsion, follows a rough

path past a charcoal burners
hut, (unconvincing 1f you have
seen & real one ), a rabblt
wartren (= pen; rabbits
A.¥.0.L.}, an ox yoke (secured
by nuts and bolts) a replica
plovgh {no bhandle) and more
sophisticatad version {cast
iron makers' plate’. This
is, however mnothing to  the
scene that greets him when be
enters the gate to the balley,
topped by two gory heads.

in an adjacent barn a poacher
lies in an 1&th century man-
trap, a pathetlc taps pleading
at intervals for his release.
Fext 1s the torture chamber,
again with a tape of angulskh,
vwhere four C & A dummles are
subjected to various tortures,
liberally covered with tomato
ketchup and perpetuvated in a
50p postcard, 1f you have not
already had encugh.

The garrison kitchen would
find it difficult to cater for
any force cver 2¢ men, even
using its  Nottingham and
Fulham stoneware Jars, which
probably explains the nearby
cenetery, neatly imnscribed (in
English) with serif lettering.

The blacksmith <links away at
his 18th century herse-shoes
and in the chapel you can sit



on a 19th century pew and
contemplate a solitary hocded
figure to the sound of a large
monastic choir. The walls are
decorated with paintings taken
from mss. with no regard for
the artistic convention of the
originals.

Rastening past the limp figure

on the gibbet and & catapult
with cast 1ron ratchets, one
enters the inner bailey. in
the centre is a church-like
structure, with a low tower.
This on inspection is the
great ball, its tie beams some
six feet above the ground. I
am not qualified to criticise
the timber joints, but the
scale of the beamns is
unconvincing and the wattle
and daub infill is undoubtedly
incorrect, while 1 suspect the
murals are taken from a source
not in existence by 1215.

At the press of a button, Sir
Richard de Mountfitchet nods
his head and tells you about
his praoperty in B.B.C.
English, One thankfully leaves
him, +talking to enter the
armoury. Here a selection of
polished steel weapons appears
to have been borrawed from a
Hollywood studin. Ascending
the stairs . another dummy

snores beneath a skin
coverlet, in the peaceful
light of a 19th century

stained glass window.

Vhile in no way opposed to
reconstructions, 1t does seem
desirable that they should not

be at the expense of original

sites and should make a
serious attent at
avthenticity. 1 am informed

12

that the original team of
advisers withdrew, and while
noting that those acknowledged
in the guide book are not
names which immediately come
to mind in terms of early
castle studies, 1t may be
charitable to assume their
advice wag overlooked in
preference to supporting
local antique shops.

I submit that 1t 1s =ot
right, 1least of all 1in the
alleged interests of tourism,
to offer visitors so much that
is patently inaccurate. Worse,
I bhave been distressed to
learn that the site 1s being
actively prowmoted by the
County authorities, especially
{o schools. Visitors are bound
to assume that care bhas been
taken over the presentation,
while the torture scenes are
an unsavory way of "playing %o
the gallery.”

An important archasological
site has  been virtually
sterilisad and the maln
aducationallesson &£ that this
is how_pot to do it.

FHEEREFEE TR A RN HER RS H ER L 4

RECENT ACQUISITION TO SOUTHEND
MUSEUNM.

An important local find has
recently been acquired by
Southend Museum. It is a gold
stater of the Catuvellauni,
dating to about 40-20B.C, The
stater is a Vhadden Chase type
(Mack 140). This iz the
first of 1its ¥ind known from
the scuth east of Essex.

K. Crowe.

[llustration by Jackie
Johnson.
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TRANSACTIONS  VYolume 16 of Essex Archaeology & History was issued te
members during the summer. Please will any member whe paid a subscription
for 1985 and has not received a copy contact Elizabeth Sellers - address
below.

AVAILABILITY OF BACK PUBLICATIONS Essex Archaeology & History -

Volume 14, £5-00 (by post £5-50; Volume 15, £5-00 (by post £6-70).
¥olumes 13 and 16 are not available separately at present. Velumes

13, 14, 15 and 16 complete - £20-00 to members, £35-00 to norn-members-
both prices include post and packing. Details are available of earlier
volumes and also of stocks of Fget of Fine for Essex. All details of the
above, and orders to Elizabeth Sellers.

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1987  Members who pay by cheque will receive personal
reminders with the Winter Hews.

PRE-PUBLICATION OFFER  Because this is appearing more than a month late,
the latest date For odering copies of The Smugglers' Century has been put
forward to October 9th - erder immediately.

QOMESDAY BOOK COMMEMORATION  Members are invited to attend a service at
Chelmsford Cathedral at 6-30pm on November 156th, Address by Dr Gareth
Bennett and Professor Henry Loyn will read from the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle
in Anglo-Saxon.

NEWS FROM COUNTY HALL
Issue Kumber 3 of Essex Archaeology was published by the Archaeology
Section with The Essex Chronicle for September Znd. This includes news,
and illustrations of woerk at Stansted and Colchester among articles on
recent excavations and features on the structure of historic houses and
barns.

The section is seeking velunteers to help with excavations this Autumn:
a Medieval site in Church Street, Harwich and a Romano-British site in
Upper Moulsham Street, Chelmsford. People with some experience pre-
ferred but room for some beginners. MHo accomodation available but some
expenses may be paid. Contact David Andrews, Archaeology Section,
County Planning Office, Globe House, New Street, Chelmsford CM1 1LF
Chelmsford 352232

Where full details of times, addresses, dates, publishers and etec. are
not given in CENTRE FOLD, readers can contact Elizabeth Sellers at

1 Chignall Read, Chelmsford CM1 2JA ChelmsFord (0245)355260
A stamped addressed envelope must be included with postal enquiries.



" Large scale development in Chelnsford in the near future will make
exploratory excavations necessary to discover what archaeological work
will be needed. In connection with this project the section is produc-
ing a booklet on the historic origins of the town., This has been spon-
sored by Moulsham Traders Association and Sibthorpes Estete Agents and
will be published in mid-Gctober.

Hr Hervey Benham has donated his working books and papers to the County
Library and our own library may also benefit from this donation-

Dr Janet Cooper has succeeded Ray Powell as Editer of the Victoria
History of the County of Essex: we welcome Dr Cooper who comes from
Oxfordshire where she was assistant editor of VCH and, until recently,
editor of Oxoniensia. Note that the new Supplement to the YCH Biblio-
graphy of 1959 is now at the printers.

The Local Government Act of 1972 has been a@ended by the Act of 1985 -
This provides for public access toc meetings, the right to see minutes of
committees and other papers and requires that copies of agendas and
raports are made public following meetings. Essex County Council papers
are now available for inspection at the Essex Record Office in County
Hall during opening hours. (Another result of the new procedure is
that the volume of committee papers is considerably magnified.)

MUSEUMS
Chelnsford Borough Council Leisure Services Department commissioned
Hilary Woolley to report on the town's HMuseum Service. Her report was
published in June of this year. Late in August, along with 29 other
local bodies, we received a copy for comment. Unfortunately, and this
has been subject to comment in the local press, we were asked to comment
by September 8th and late publication has made it impossible to let
members know scon enough. In outline, the suggestions made are for a
new museum of archaealogy and lecal histary in the present central
Library building; an art gallery at Oaklands Park; natural histery and
biclogical reccrds at Cemetery Lodge and a military museum at Hylands.
These developments would require a considerable increase in staff, both
for the museums proposed and for school and exhibition services. The
proposal for a museum in the centre of the town is particularly welcome;
a site as remote as Oaklands Park makes museum visiting a special occ-
asions only activity for busy people - however interested in museums
they may be.
The Borough has already appointed Dr Patriciz Andrew as Head of Museunm
Services. Or Andrew, a Scot, has a degree in English from Nottinghan
and a Doctorate in Art History from Edinburg University. She comes to

Chelmsford from Esatbourne where she was Curatar of the Touner Art Gallery
and of the Local History Huseun.



LECTURES : CLASSES :COURSES
Ronford & District Historical Society
Oct 27th. Ristory of the Essex Police. John Woodgate.

Nov 24th. Setting Up Woolwich 01d Station Museum. Terry Turbin,

Dec 15th. Films from the East Anglian Film Archive. David Tilley.

University of Cambridge Extra-Mural Board NOW ON

Timber Framed Houses of Essex. John McCann, Chelmsfard, Wednesdays -

Structural aspects this term, documentary research From January.

English Homes 1300-1900. R Finch, Colchester Wednesdays.

Early Timber Framed Buildings. J Bloomfield, Sudbury, Mondays.

The Essex Soken Parishes in the €19, Jane Bedford, Tharpe-le-Soken,

Mondays

WEA - A Selection

The Cloth Industry. Ardleigh, Tuesdays

Local History: Victorian Colchester, Colchester, Thursdays.

East Anglian Social Histery, Dunmow, Thursdays.

Life in Roman Colchester, Great Bentley, Tuesdays.

History of the East Coast, Hatfield Peverel, Tuesdays

Archasology, Silver End, Thursdays. . See foot of first page

Essex History, Thaxted, Wednesdays. For further details

The Anglo-Saxons, Tiptree, Tuesdays. see foot of first page.

The Central Manchester College

Has 2 Home learning scheme to prepare for A Level or AD Level Archasology.

They also have similar courses in in Geography and Geology.

Shéffield University

The Department of Archaeology & Prehistory offers weekend skill courses
 this winter in Environmental Archaeology, in Animal Sones in Archaeology

‘and in Human Bones in Archaeclogy. Cost for each week-end £49, 1nc1ud1ng
tuition, meals and two nights accommodation.

THE NATIONAL SCENE
CBA Newsletters Report on discussions on Environmentally Sensitive areas-
on Air Photography and the law - on liason with developers- on the better
protection of monuments on Salisbury Plain - on the HBMCs policy towards
the use of metal detectors - on the excavations now begun at Maiden Castle
~ on afferestation and archaeclogy.
Réscue Mews Summarises its evidence given to the House of Commons Environ-
ment Committee - reproduces the Code of Practice for Developers - reports
on the HBMC publications on rescue funding -~ on recent changes in the
control of the extraction of gravel etec - includes a % page article,
illustrated with plans of cl1676 and c1725, on the recent excavations of
the gardens at Audley End.
Current Archaeology 101 Patrick Adkins,.of Tiptree, received two Lloyds
Bank Awards, for equipment and for dating work, for his werk in advance of




gravel working at Little Totham. (Perhaps someone knows Mr Adkins and will
recruit him as a member of this Society). John Anstey's Science Diary has
2 summary of the survey methods used at Sutton Hoo.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS
Post-Medieval Archaeology Yol 19 Reviews - The Iron Industry of the Weald
H Cleere & D Crossley}; Big House, Little House, Back House, Barn:The
Connected Farm Buildings of Mew England {T C Hubka); The Tithe Surveys of
England and Wales {D Grigg). Reports on recent work at Little Ilford, West
Ham, Saffron Walden, Romford, Copped Hall and Hill Hall,Theydon Hount.
The London Archasologist includes an illustrated report on the excavat-
ions, in 1982-3, of a Late Bronze Age - Early Iron Age field system and
settlement at Whitehall Wood in Upminister, in advance of gravel guarrying.
The Local Historian for May Anglo-Saxon Charters for the Local Historian-
What to Read on Rural Vernacular Architecture. Review of A Gazetteer of
Urban Fire Diasters and other publications on Fire.
Publisher's Leaflets Oxford University External Studies - includes
Archaeslogy and Nature Conservation and Munument Management,
Shire Books - new titles include Human Benes in Archaeclogy and Neolithic
and Early Bronze Age Pottery.
CBA has a new leaflet/erder form listing their publications for teachers.
The British Museum - twe new books on th Bog Man and one on Sutton Heo.
The leaflet has a check list of recent publications and the Marketing
Manager of British Museum Publications will send a complete catalogue of
their titles free on request

REQUEST fOR HELP Jo Darke is werking on a book The National Trust Book

of Monuments. This is intended as an introduction to wayside crosses,
urban statues, monuments in parks and such like (not churchyard memorials)
and seeks information about any unusual and interesting examples not
recorded in the standard works which she has consulted.

SOME RECENT BOOKS

Writing & Church Guide. David Oymond. Church House Publishing, mew edition
1986 with bibliography to 1985,
Grangia € Orreum. The Medieval Barn:A Nomenclature. John Weller(1986)
Published by the author. Interesting as an example of how to publish
research which is still in progress.

The English Landscape: Past, Present, Future. 5 R J Wooddell editor. QUP
1985. The Wolfson College Lectures 1983, Useful as a introduction to man
and the landscape, as an account of recent research and For its up-to-
date bibliography.

Small Books and Pleasant Histories: Popular Fiction and its Readership in
Seventeenth Century fngland, Margaret Spufford. CUP 1981. Another winner
from Hargaret Spufford and required reading for those specially interested
in the lives of ordinary pecple.

Elizabeth Sellers September 1986



- STATER FROM SOUTHEND.

COVER ILLUSTRATIONS:

The seal of Humphrey de Bohun-obverse

Back: The seal of Humphrey de Bohun - Reverse
See Book Review Page 9.

NAMES AND ADDRESSES

Membership Secretary Librarian

Mr R W C Coleman Mr & B Phillips
23 Somerville Gardens 19 Victoria Road
Leigh-on-Sea Colchester

Essex S59 10D C03 3NT
Southend-on-Sea 77368 Colchester LETTS

For information about meetings - please contact the organiser named
in the Newsletter or contact Andrew Phillips, 19 Victoria Road,
Colchester C03 3NT , or the Administrative Secretary.

Enguiries about delayed or missing publications and about the
supply of recent back numbers are dealt with by the Administrative

Secretary Mrs J E Sellers, | Chignall Road, Chelmsford CML 2JA
Chelmsford 355260
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Front cover. Interpretative plan of Waltham Abbey,
based on the c. 1600 'Hatfield House' map. It shows
part of the erclosure, mentioned in a document on

c. 1235 and thus considered old at that time.

Editor: Rosemary Jeffries, 40 Glenbervie Drive,
Leigh-on-Sea, Essex 559 3JT

Telephone (0702) 71807

Copy for Spring issue not later than February 1ist.

The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the
contributors and not neccessarily those of The Essex Society
for Archaeology & History and its Officers.



EDITORIAL

A MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL SCCIETY
MEMBERS.

- Looking back over
Nawsletters it 1is clear that
rapcrts‘ and articles from our
Soclety members have never been

previuos

readlly forthcoming. Why not
make a razolution to submit
an articla or letter to the
News (n 1987, avan If {1t 1is
only 3 latter (=54 complaint

about the 3zrint or tha
of articles.

paucity
Latters to the
Editor always sSeem to generate
livaly corraspaondanca. e
have recelived three letters in
raspanse to Dawvid Clarke's
letter about Stansted
Mountfitchat Castle There 1s also
a letter from Peter Huggins which
1% is  hoped will also
stimulate discussion

The first Newsletter to be
produced aon the word processcr
has had a generally favourable
receptian with only two
complaints. 4 number of people
have axpressed {intersst 1in the
use of word processors as a
means of producing reports.
Membars mav lika to know how tha
Vewslatter (s produced. Articles
ara printad on the word processor
on A4 size paper, it 13 then
reduced to A3 and sent to
Marconi's 1in Chelmsford to be
printed. This usually takes about
two waasks. The Nawslatter iz then
distributed by the Administrative
Sacretary, who is also
responsible for centre fold. The
Editor has no control over the
VNewsletter once it goes to
Chelmsford.

1

Recent Iigures would suggest that
the membership of the Socciaty is
now below 320. Various reasaons
have been put forward. Unlike a
number af other County
Archaeological and Historical
Socliaties Essax iz not active
neither does 1t sSeem Lo encourage
the work of local Societliaes.
Could 1t be that Council hawve
become out of <=ouch with the
members and the high standard oz
work carriad out., by a number of
lacal Sociasties and individuals.
WVhy not consider standing for
Counczil in 19877

feRssEtARRERRELYERAERE RS RERE

ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR
ARCHAECLOGICAL EXCAVATION IN
ESSEX

The Advisory Conmittee was formed
in 1972 to provide a forum for
the discussion of archaeological
excavation priorities 1in Essax.
Originally L1ts Ifunction was to
present +he Essex <case, on the
basis at advice from local
Societias and 1individuals to the
then Area Archaeological
Conmittees, who in turn advicad
the Papartment of the
Environment. Although tha Area
Archaeclogical Committees ware

disbanded it was decided that the
Adviscry Committea could stil
usefully continue %o bring Essex

priorities %to the attention of

he Cepartment of the Environment
and {%ts successor body English
Heritage. Membership of the
Committee (s drawn from nominees
of national, regional and local
archaeological organisations
reprasanting both full and part
time archasologists. Members of
the Adviszsory Committea are
axpected to report back to the
group they represent.

Chalrman of the Committee is
Councillor Mrs P Wawn (Chairman
of the Countryside and
Conservaticn Sub Committee of the
County Planning Committee).
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SQCIETY EVENTS.

VISIT TO MARTEL'S MANOR, BARNSTCOE
AND BLACK CHAPEL, NORTH END.

About 30 wmembers of the Soclaty
visitad Martel's Manor, at the
kind ihvitation of Lady Plowden.

We wera antartained to a full
history o©of the hcouse and 1its
eavirons, fcocllowed by a tour of

the house 1tself,
Plowden's guidanca. Martel's
Yanor 1= a vary atrractive
timber-framsd house, built in two

under Lady

maln phases. The aarliar i3
perhaps lats mediaval {15th
century?’, tha ramaindsr 1ath

caentury. A highlight of the visit
was an impromptu inspection of

the 1loft by some of the more
kncwledgeabla and energetic
members of thea suclety.

Examination cf the roof structure
contirmed the above sequence and

datas. The housa was originally
moated {(though parts ara now
filled in, and this hints at a

housa on tha =lte evan <arliar
than the 15Sth century., =since tha
construction of moats peaked in
the 13th and 14th centuriles.

Saclety menbers were then shown
round Black Chapel by HAr Colin
Priastman, on=2 of tha Trustees.
Black Chapel is remarkable 1in
many respects. It is a very rare
axampla af a tigber-framed church
(dating from the 1l4th centuryr,
and 12 also vrusval in having the

priest's house attachad to 1t.
Black Chapel is also a
‘peculiar', that 1s to say it is

outside the Jjurisdiction of the
local Diocese, although the
services do follow Church of
England rites. The Chapml is run
by a board aof 6 local Trustees,
the continuation of a tradition
which began 1ia 1681, with a
andowment of 'threescore' pounds.
Mare recantly, the shrewdly-timad
sale of the nearby public house,

the Butchers Arms, bhas enablad
the Trustaes to carry out
extensive restoratlion., and EBlack

Chapel must be qne af the few
places of worship where donatlans
are solicitead for a purpose other

than for tha rapalr af the
fabric. Soctiety membars wera
{nvited to sing a hymn to tha
accompaniment of the carefully -
restored barrel argan, an
instrumant of uncartain pltch. It
is not suprising that the regular
Sunday <ongregation prefers the
mare reliable harmonlum. Mr
Priastman alsc revealed that the
origin of the name 'Black Chapel!®
had bkeen undar scrutiny. Thea
accepted axplanation has bean
that Black +hapel was an out-
station of Leighs Prilory., an
Augustinlan foundation. OCut  of
donrs, the monks wore black capes
-~ hance Black Chapel. Documentary
research has now braught o lighs
the name of the influantial local
fapily in the middla agas - the
Blaachas - and it 13 thought thax
they may bave gilven thelr name to
the building. (The Socleaty 1is
extremely grateful to Eilsen Bell
for organlsing these two
axcellant and contrasting vistts.

VALTON-ON-THE-NAZE.
27th Ssptenbsr

Menbers of the Eoclety and the
Walton and Frinton Raritage Trust
met for a tour of the town lad by
fetar EBoydan on Septesber 2TLh.
Wara waathsr and sunshins
enhanced the visit.

Those who attended were given a
full account of the nineteenth-
cantury developnent of Walton as
a seaside resori., which, in vlew
of the daarth =) 4 published
material on the subjsct would be
af walue if it were available 1in

printaq farm. The first
advartisments pramating salt-
watar bGathing date from 1317/3
and from then Walton wunderwent
i{nternittant devejopment which

was fraquently abbreviated Dby

cash shaortages. Cther resortis,
notably Clacton, capitalized on
Waltan's shortcomings, the mosh

Aramatic of which was the lack of
an adequate supply of pure water.
This resulted 1n a outbreak of
typholid 1in tha 1880's which
prompted the provision of a piped
mains supply. Much of the support
for Walton's development came



from Colchester, whenca much of

the clientele came. The
assocliation with Pater Bruff
began 1in 1855 when he brought
Burnt House Farm, and his

influence pervaded the hilstory of
the town in the later half of the
century. It was he who sacured
the extension of the rallway to
Walton in 1867.

The tour included a wvisit to the
coastguard station and finishad
at the Heritage Cantra.

John Hayward.

Further reading Ten men and
Colchester. Phillips, A Essex
Racord Dffice.

RS ER RN E IR RR ORI RERREELER
WALTON'S CAST IRON ROOTS.

1t was the great V.G. Hoskins who
used to say to local historians,
'Have you been and looked?"

This advice was nicely vindicazad
at the Society's outing ta Walton
-on—-the Naze on Septamber 27%h.
As Peter Boyden led us round zha
town wa came ta 0ld Pier Street,
originally laid down ia the
winter of 1828-29. Despite the
ravages of the 20th century tand
the 1940 salvage campaizn! ona
1830 house 3till boasts a wealth
of ornamented cast-iron railings.
I immediately recognised the work
of FRichard Coleman (1733-1866:
whose 1834 foundry building . =the
oldest of its kind 1in s3ex
still stands in Coleman's native
Colchester.

In an article I wrote (n 1982
(Essax Archaeology and history
Vol. 14, I gustioned why Coleman
had shipped 400,000 bricks *to
Walton in 1836. Here in 0Old Pier

Street the answer began. Just
round the corner in Saville
Street (George Saville, mayor of

Colchester 4in 1836) anothar pair
of 1830's houses were hung with
ornamental *Coleman® balconles,
even finer examples of the early
Essex 4iron founder and «<ivil

3
More tantilising still
was the impasing East Terrace
with 1its long substantial cast-
iron balcony. Built 1in 1336, did
East Terrace raquira 400, 00O

anginear.

bricks? )& o S0, the iron work
presents a problem. the terraca
was bullt for John Warner, then
of Hartfordshirae, himself an
iron and ball founder. Which
founder cast the balcony?

The walton gates, raillings and
balzonias. lika those at
Colchestaer, Lexden, Wivenhoe and
Witham sarry a diagnostic
'heneysuckla' design, suggestiag
that Colaman had a sat of
honeysuckla pattarns, usad for
crnamental worg, which, for
obvious r2asons, had to ba

customer-designed to fit the
space available. How much mora
Coleman ironwork hangs unracorded
in our county?

)
bl
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Coleman honeysuckle design.

Half-piece

If you know of any patitern I
would be glad to hear from you.
Alternatively, contract our
membership Sacretary, Richard
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Coleman, who 1is (of course) the
great, great, great, great
grandson o0of the man who made
them.

Andrew Phillips.

End-pilece

i’ * .
5 inches

ERFREEERREERRORO R VERSIFEEOCURERED

RECENT EXCAVATIONS AT VALTHAM
ABBEY.

These axcavtions have been
undartaken by Valtham Abbay
Historical Society 1in the past

twalva months. Two have bean on
the site of the collegiate Church
dedicated 1in 105778  of wWhich
thare stands today the sarly
l2th-century Romanesque nave.The
other axcavation was in the outer
precinct of the Augustinian Abbey
bullt between 1177 and 1242.
STANDING

12 INSIDE THE 12th-

CENTURY NAVE.

At Christmas 1985 under f loor
central heating was to ba
installed in the nave which
serves as the parish church
today. It was not expected that
much could be learnt from limited
work. The object was to establish
the nature and depth of the
presumed l2th-century foundatlons
to the 12th-century pillars and
walls. It was a complete suprise

te find that, fer the three
eastern bays, there was no 12th-
century foundations, rather the

plllars and walls wer built on

earlier foundations and, in
places, dangarously near their
edge. Earller surely means pre-

This means the
either may be the
Harold of 1057/8 or
raprasent the earliar church to
which Towi the Dane brought the
Holy Craoss c. 1030.

congust.
foundations
work Of

Enough of the 1foundations were
seen to sugzeast they reprasant an
alsled church of the Erixworth
type with flanking sida chambars
or porticus possibly with deeper
chambers, north to south, at the
wastarn corners. Such a design
could be 3th to 1l0th century in
date but hardly 11th and
therafore it would seem to be the
church used, but not apparently
built by Tovi.

On top of the foundations, in
three places. have been seen a
chamfered base course in Barnack
stone ze2t in a distinctive pink
mortar. These represent an aisled
cruciform church which could be
the work of Harold. The aggregata
of the pilnk mortar contains some
75% of crushed brick or tile and
is an easy way of making a

pozzolanic or danp mortar as
found <2lsewhare in Saxon {locr
contexts.

Thus, at the moment, we are
postulating two pre-conquest
stona churches. thera was
evidence, represented by a line
of flints packed in a shallow
trench, of a ground-standing
timber building. Middle Saxon

sherds were associated and this
is likely to be an earliar pre-
congquast church. These
preliminary conclusions nead
further consideration, howaver,
three pre-conquest churches at
Waltham are only what one would
axpect.



2) AT THE E&aST
COLLEGIATE CHURCH.

END OF THE

The Collegiate church is that of
the secular college established
by Harold. Any particular part of
it could date in the range a faw
years before the dadication of
105778 to 1177.

The apse-and-ambulatory zast end,
as lald out in tha zrass today,
could  Just conceiwvably ba  the
work of Harold but would be much
happlar in the aarly 12+h
century., when wa hava documentary
e@vidence of wark at the aast end.
it was possibla that Harold had
bullt a J-apse =sast and and
that this had baan altered to the
apsa-and-ambulatory farm. Tha
excavatlon showed *that thls was
not tha casa and the apse-and
ambulatory east and wAS  an
original rathar than altared
form, therw 1s nao evidanca Lo see
it as part of Harold's wark.
Thus 1%t seems that Haraold's east
and must hava tarminatad well to
the west.

The foundatians wara almost
comcletely robbed out to a width
of aft. The spacing and
oriantation +}4 SULErassess
suggests that we do not havae a
simpla 2Z-bay chancel and senl-
cicular and but tha shape {2 jora
complicated. tha <entre of +he
curve 1s set back tao the west so
that the farm 15 a siagle bav
chancel with a stlilied apsidal
‘and, this wmeans that the surve of
the ambulatory wall has started
sooner than for a 2-bay chancel.
this needs furthar considaration

A sacondary object wAS to
Llavestigate courses ot Essex
pudding stone, a recantly
cemented river gravel, seen 1in

the 1960"s. these turned onut to
represant an addad feature to the
walls of the central nave of tha
latar Augustinlan churzh.

Alzo in +tha 19680's was a curved
foundation to *the north of tha
Collegiate ambulatory. this was
seen to be the foundation to a

=1

small 'bubbla® chapel added to
the side of the ambulatory and
built to <curve round from one
buttress to the adjacant one .
this could date betwean c.11290
and 1177. Thus this <ast and
would compare with thatr at St.
Bartholomews, Emithileld, but

built in the 1120's.

Thers was further evidence of the
ad hoc arrangement of foundations

3 sult what tha mason found
already %o exist.
37 EXCAVATIONS AT THE ARBEY

FARMHCUSE.

This was Iin the garden of a
1339's rarmhouse {n AbbYey Mead in
the northern part pf tha Abbav

precinst. An Information and
interpretation Cantre {3 to bLe
built thares by tha Lea Vallay

Regional Park Authority. tha
ground was first used extensively
in the latse !2th cantury at the
time of the construction oif the
Augustinian AbLay. This use was
avidenced by plts, ditchas ana

gullies.

A caomplax series aof brick and
rocf-tila wallad drains with
similar capring followed. Tha

brawhouse 1s thoughi to be to the
wast and one drain may have bean
connected to it. The drains were
butlt, conmnected up, blocked and
ra-routed and they lead off the
site in  two, possibly three,
directians. Whatever there use,
they show a strong naed ta drain
the area as 13 further avidenced
by the depositian of about 2f+ of
z0il over tha whole site.

Parts of three Dbulldings werse
seen to add to the tan saen by
Musty in 1972 (saa EAS
Transactions 1972). Ona was
prevably =f sStona constructian

which lasted to the Dissolution
of 1540. this site was extremaly
difficult to interpret and leaves
nmany questions for the futura.
FP.J.Hugglns.
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THE KYEER CONBECTION
by Ashley Cooper.
240pp. Price £4.50

Yau can  write a bock about
anything. Thus; at the early age
of 24, hit the rucksack trail to
India and fall in lowe with
India. Scaur the Stour—-ths
Essax/Suffolk border where you
live-for Indian survivors: thoze
wha livad and worked 1in British

India or fought there in World
War 11. Conduct extensive
intarviews, Check the walls aof

parish churches for tha memorials
of those with Indian links much
earliar still. Concoct a catching
title and mix 1t all together:
travelogua, reninisences of the
Raj and local history.
not an ‘acedenic' book. It 1s not
meant to bae. Its implied central

thegis, 'the renmarkabls links
betwean the Suffolk/Essex border
and British India*, is not

convwincing. 1t must be equally
trua af Yorkshire, Kent or
Surrey. That sald, this 13 not a
work of cynical journalism
elthar. It is a labour of loawve,
and many bours of labour tco. The

enthusiasm of the author huns
from evary paga, the pace never
slackens, and a fund of
reminisencas are made avallable
which otharwise would be lost.
Those remarkable servants of

British India are all the ather
sida af 60 now.

Congratulations +ta the Bulmer
Historical Saclety far spoasoring
50 substantial an undertaking and
leng may Ashley Coopar davota
such energy to tales and tlmes
and countryside ha clearly loves
so much,

Andrew Phillips.

LARA LA R L Y YRR TN T
NEW BOOKS.
JEFFERIES. X. & LEE.A.J.

‘The Hospitals of Southend'.
Phillimore. £14.9%5,

Thiszs ia .

NUNN, S.F.
‘A Short History of Bradwell-on-
Sea'. Published by the author.
1.

SPURRIER, F.

‘Bayond the Forast:
of Warwick and
coteria’.

The Caountess
s0ma of her
£1.50.

PRIESTLEY, N.
*Essex Crime and Criminals’.
Ian Henry Publications £4., 25

ESSEL, G. & LAWRENCE, P.
‘A Pictorial Raviaw of 014
Woodford 1900-1930 Yol [ £1.24¢.

STENNING,.D.F. &% WADHAMS, M.C.

‘Historic Buildings studies
¥o.1'. -

Essex County Council. £2.0.

ROSES, G,

‘The Brink of Dispair: A History
of Basildon 1915-1986°, £6.00
DOVIE., P.

'The Lomgest pler in the Werld. A
pleatorial history of  Southsand
Pler"'. £2.25.

FREEEATRRR AR RRERRE R RS ST RS TS RAR TS
LETTERS TQ THE EDITOR.

Wa apologiss for the ommission of
David Clarke's name from his
latter about tansted
Mountfitchet Castle in the Autumn
Newslatter.

Mountfltchet Castla,
Stanstad,
CM24 B23P.

Dear Editor

I feel. [ must reply tao the
unsigned letter published {n your
magazine's  Autumn 1986 lssve
reference tha raeconstruction of
Mountfitchet castla.

I do not know who wrote tha
letter, but on reading through
it, there appears to be more than
an element of jealousy.

I would normally not bothar to
reply to a letter of this nature,



but it contains 30 many
inaccuracies, [ feel I must seat
the record straight.

The writar states that the
latrine and torture pit bad been
dug out; thlis s, in facet,
untrue and 1f he would care 1o
check with the lepartnent of the
Envirocnmant, they would wverify
this. Any person Interessted in
historical sites will Xnow that
they cannot dlz holes in a listad
site.

The person says that one 1Is
graeted by Clags from  various
countrias- *this is <rue and 13
maraly a matter af cgurtesy Lo
walcome our forelgn visltors.

The writer zoa2s an about the 18th
century plough, but If he had
taken the time to read the
notices, he would have Xnown that
the purpose o0f having 1t thare wa
for visitors to conslder the

progress of the ©plough through
the centurles.

the writar *hen TAXES a
ridiculous startament about *C & A
duvluslas', in the 2rison - if he
had taxen the ti: o lask
clasely, he would have reallsed
that thay are axpansiva wax
modals purshasad iram Madame
Tussauds which are npot coversd Ln
tomato ketchun ('), but spectial
make-up.

The writer then zoes an tz make a

facetious comwment abaout the
garrison kitchen -~ again  had
taken the trouble to read the
notices, he would have realised

that this 1s the (Castle kitchen,
there for +the sole purpose of
praparing food for the baron and
his familv and.
Situated
bailev.

thersfora,
close t.a the innar

Regarding tha cozplatint that the
gravastones are na2atlv inscribad
in English - how doss the writaer
axpact tourists and large nunbars
of =mall schoolchildren to read
in latin or be informed in early
Norman French?

-
fj

The writer alsoc states that ‘the
blacksmith «<links away an his
18th century horseshoes.’ Agailn,
had the person taken tha trouble
to look closely, they would have
sean & 13th century borseshoe
tvarifiad by tha Museum of
Archaeology at Cambridge).

Hea also statas that thera 1s a
19th century peaw In the church:
it i3, ina fact, 13th century and
is there because it (3 lmpossible
ta find an Llth century pew which
zould safely be placed in this
cantext. The murals in tha church
cane about atter extansive
research by tha artisft Mr. Patar
Wond and were coplead from 1llth
century manuscripts.

Re the comment that the Graat
Hall is smaller than the original
- this is true. Since we were not
allowad to dig inte the ground,
all the butldings had to be free-
standing and were mad2 smaller
for stabllity. The wattlie and
daub infill {13 authenti:z, axcept
that the <ow dung was ommitted!

Az far as “he writer's statement
about 2Raron Mountfitchat's walcoe
N

i5 soncernad, I take rthat as a
comnpliment!

Concernling the weapons belng
porrowad Irom a Hollywood studio,
thay are re-produstiasns made by
craftsipen in  Thetford, Nortolk
and ara exact replicas.

Regarding the comment about the
19th century stained zlass windaw
- thesa were i{ntroduced ia the
8th and Tih century.

Concerning the comment that the
aoriginal taamn oi advisers
withdraw, this is completelw
untrue. Mr. Harry Strongman and
Dr. Frank Bottomley advised - Dr.
Bottonley is well-known for bhis
very successful book "The Castle
Explorar’'s Guide'.

It is wvery sad that your reader
has had to sink to this lavel %o
denegrata a projsct which has
bean pralzed and proclaimed by
thousands of wvisltors as offering
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a 'living' museum, rathar than a
‘stufty’ building full af
artifacts in glacs cases.

Ve would admit +that in any
reconstruction 1t is very easy to
make some mistakes, but faal that
your reader‘'s criticisms are

petty, unfounded and non
constructive. Nawhara in the
lattar doas the writer make

montion of the fact, for example,
that as a result of axtensive
research, the bullding matarials
watra axactly what would hava bean
used {n Norman times - 1000 tons
of English oak, straw and Norfolk
read for +the thatching, wattle
and daub for the walls atc.

Wa feel that the re-construction
at Mountfitchet Castla has
achiavad 1ts aim - tao bring
history te lie in a much more
imaginative way than has ever
been dona before - resulting in a
successful learning experience
which has bean endorsed by the
County Education Authorities.

Yours faithfully,
Alan Goldsmith.

LAl a2 b8 S s

Bentfield County Primary School,
Rain=ford Road,

Staunstead,

Headteacher Mrs. Y.R. WVhitalay

Dear Editor,

I read with interest tha letter
publishad 1in your Autumn 1936
nawsletter from a correspondent
who had visted Stanstad
Mountfitchet Castle.

As Headteachar of a school, whose
children have racently used the
castle as part of thair project
work, may | make some comments?

The writer was concernsd in the
presentation. Ve went on the
visit fully aware that this was a
ra-construction and as such
probably not accurate in every
detall. Indeed our children are

ancouraged to question and check
the wvalidity of what thay see and
bear. [ might add that often our
researchez shaw that aven experts
disagrea!

I did feal that we were glven a
raasonable owverall imprassion aof
what life must have baen like all
that time ago, and certainly tha
vizit has 1inspirad our children
to produce work of real gualitw.

Yours faithfully,
¥.R. Whiteley.

LEE R RS LY ]

22 Zt John's Road,

Chelnsford,
Z3sex.

Dear madam,
Hear. hear, to your ANONYIOUS
Autumn visitor to Stansted
Mountfitchet ‘'castle': this i3
indeed a case af how___naotto

racaostruct history. One dreads to
think of the results aof such an
axperience oOn YOung, or atharwise
receptive minds. Those who hava
allowed themsalves o e
associatad with this rtrawvesty,
and those who have promoted 1t
should ba deeply ashamed.

Stand beneath the castle hill, by
the railway line and look back,
anyone moving behind tha palisade
is a parfect sllhouette - because
it is s0 badly made! A faw arrows
and ane could remove a zarrison
one-by-cne without them raising
50 much as a ketchup bottle. RNote
also the impossiblility of
emplaying any sort of bow to
defand the palisade, the gaps
baing larga enough for firearms
but too small for arrtows: 1t has
been built ta assist the
attacker, not the defender:

The more serious student may care
to recall that the principal
advantage of a defensibla circult
iz the enployment of 1its chords
and 1ts covar, by which means the
enceinte may be defended without
an attacker baing awara af the
true strength of the garrison.



Personally I daon't believe that
Normwan castlas ware the least
like this and if [ waz Time I
would forget the place as well
Yours faithfully,

Arthur Wright.

(AR 2222222 Rt Rl Rl YR

27 Grange Court,
Waltham Abbey,
Esseix,

Cear Editor,

Only two things really mattar.
One i3 that the 3Iociaty survivas
Tha other iz that the
Transastians, new cailad Essax
Archasology and History, ares good
value and ara published
promptly. The latter ensures tha
former. A% the moment [ san't
think of any reascn %o parsuade a
friend that they should join the
Society., A good Transaction L3S
tha starting polnt.

At the moment we adopt A& passive
role with regard %3 tha papers in
tha Transactions. Of course thay
are not really Transactilons at
all, In no wavy 2o 4thev recard
what the Socilety has Jdone ar evan
what tha Soclaty 2nodurages %o be
done. Wa collect papers which
hapoen g accunulate on the
Editor's dask.

Perhans wa shoulld adopt a more
active role. From our knowledge
of what (5 going =n in tha caunty
we Kknow that much long—standing
work iz newer reaching the stage
af publication. Also soma work 1s
ending up 1in Moanographbs. thesa
are ad hoc publications which In
a faw yaears will 52 unobtalnable.
They hardly aver I2t into enough
libraries. The gsreat bHeauty of
Tranzactions like ours 1s that
they are collacted by exchange or
purchase, all over <the country
and, presumably, still, abroad.
We should do all wa can o
attract thase cne-zff monographs.

Let's lpok at Transactions over
the last 10 wears. The figures
below are tha nauaber of pages

brackets, the

and, in square
number -oIi organisations from
which publication grants ware

racelved:

1976 295 pages [21
1977 50 ¢ 1]
1ave 260 ™ [eil
1273 12 " {2l
1940 LA [+
1981 G (31
1332 H=Y=R [a:
L3l 22 v (1l
1234 o " -
1985 : H=1-T 14}

Ovar the same periocd tha Ordinarw
Mambership subscription has risen
from £2.59 %o £5.490 in 1931 and
£7.50 ia 1922: these must about
mirror taflation. Tha figures
above wers tadious Lo abtain but
can't be far wrang.

Tha only wvoluma of which 1 have
detailad wnowledga is 1378 which,
bacausa of a backlog, [ editad.
The total zost of tha 550 coples
printed was Jjust over £3,600. Due
to DRerSErvarancs w“ith Fetting
grants Ircm aleaven bodies  the
cost to nmembers was  just over
L1000 or £1.33 per <opy when the
subscrigtian Was £3.50. i
recaived oniy oritlsism from
members Lar Tthat Ilssue untll a
ind word in  the Summer 1939
Jawslaettar 'p. 137, It had a WYest
Ezssex and Archaaalogtical flavour
becaus2 I want cut and g0% paARers
that [ knew naeded pubiishing.
thase tncluded Ambresbury Banks.
High 2each, Uphall Capp and
Portingbury Rings. The criticism
was bacause of the archasological
covaerage. If we consider the
zosts of individual papers, my
own report on  Nazelngbury., 32
pages, <ozt the Soclety £44 out
of the =otal £1696; s0 Lt cost a
member just 2 pence for the whole
92 pages. Similarly the Danbury
paper aof 23 pages cost nothing to
members; a Waltham abbey paper of
51 pages <cost a total af £30;
Apbresbury Banks of 18 pages cost
£39 whersaza single page of non-
grant aided matarial cost 318. So
wa can ses how cost effectlve to
mambers some publication can be.
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about

of course, the costs are
double but sSo are the
subscriptions, Howaver, the
principle ramalns that, in
general, archasological
publication in our Transactions
can cost us very little indeed.
Historical work assoclated with
the archasolegical reports (s
equally cheap. Hawaver a puraly
historical papar, unless we can
gat grants, can be very
expensive; a 10 page paper today
would cost about £300.

Qur Transactions has become qulte
misarable at times and tha
miseing of an issue 1s bayond
belief. Much of the grant aided
work has been drawn off by the
prestigious CBA publications
which, at highly inflatad
prices, ara beayond | an
individual’'s means. One of our
own papars cauld not ba
accomnadated in Transactions
(evan at the negligibla costs
above) but fortunately we managed
to get 1t in a national journal.
more racently wa bave had four
papers qutstanding since tha late
T0's and aarly 80's which don't
seam worth offertng to  the
Soclety unless there appears to
be an air of realism. If we have
any chanca af attracting mora
membars wea Jjust have to gat
Transactlons back up to the 200
pagg plus size. If thiz means
soma members not criticising what
they get almost free wa can hope
to surviva. Let's hope wa can
aven attract some of the matarial
currantly planned for monographs.

Another problem 1is to appear to
be a county Society rather than
an east Essex Soclety. In our
less friendly noments we wonder
if the name Colchester Historical
Society should not bhave baen the
new nama chosen. Perhaps membars
can tell us how to do this. It is
& vital and urgent probable
Yours sincerely.

Petear Huggins.

SEERREBORS

LATE SAXON EARTHQUAKE AT
BRADVELL _ON_SEA?

Coneternation over the
possibility of further earth
tremors similar to those which
causad the Colchester

earthquakes af 1692 and 1834
affecting the nuclesar complex at
Bradwall has promptad the writer
toc think agatin about the
stability of the Saxeon church of
St. Patar at Bradwall. Tha
writer has Just corplated a
rapart on the site to include
the finds and results of the
1364-3 excavatlions as well as a
full structural survey carried
out by Jane Wadham of the
Institute of Archaeolaogy in
1958,

One =structural feature, Ifirst
noted by H.Laver <(Transactions
VYel. =x1, 1911 plate p.-3%, 13
that tha west gabla had at some
tima collapsed and been
rebullt. This rebuilding 13 quite
unlike anything else 1mn the
Saxon church and 1t iz clearly
ancient although i%s dating Is
unclear. [t gertainly preadates
the brickwork repairs +to the
weathered tops to ths walls
bafore the(l?th century®™) roof
was bullt It postdates the
construction of the wall and the
single-splayed, round-haaded
window which 13 clearly middle

rathar than late Saxon,
regardlass of wether or not it
is an insertion as Warwlck
Rodwell has suggested. The
rabullding technique using
rough <courses of Raoman tila

cantrasts with the rest of the
church and with most medisval
churches in Essex from tha 12th
cantury in which tile tends to
be usad in a mora random manner.
Equally, despite the fact that
the collapse of the gable almost
certainly brought down the roof,
the absanca of peg-tila hers
suggests that the wall was buillt
vefore the early to mid 12th
century.



What was tha <cause of the
collapse of the original wall?
There 4does not appear ta have
bean Any structural weakness in
tha walls themselvaes. the church
was carefully bullt ang the
structurs shows no sign of
settlament or <orackinag desplta

~he mutllation it has
subsequently underzona. There 13
no 5130 [=}4 deliberate
Zastructlon and, it mus La
asaad, wWas an 2ArLh-Irencr.
linked spacifizally  with the
Calchestar Earthijuaka fauls
iine, responstdle? This 15 a
sossibilisg which had nat

accured o W@ unti racantly.

lihaush thare 13 na cla2ar
archaaoclagiszal =2vidsnce for it
nalther can Lt e Jdisproven at
this stag=e, an @pan mind I3

necassary.

The Angla Saxon Chronlcle {ASCY,
tends tao dwell an natural
disastars 3uch as bad harvasts
and 2artiguakes, and therafore,
any  S52ridus tramors whizh was
brought ko the attantian of the
BOOKXS wWoOULI sUTALY e racarded,

Siaz =h2 ASD cessiler and the
Ristsrian 2ede  weras werxing
sar=.uy trom anTEThury and
Laadon zgur=s,  tha =wn  may  bae
uEed mSIRTAAr na heck the
sartad =40 t2 LIS far notices
=1 anz marthivakeas in thls
araa. Naeither =he AZL nor Bede

2arthgquaxke in 524
in tha Irtzh Sea
tha Walsh Annals,
wmay hawve heen only of
iitcanca. In fact %the
od seems to be Jdevoid
Aactlrlty, axcepting
unaxplaiaed

of suach
carhaDRs tha
collapsed o0f a house at Calne,

Wil=s in av?. A masslve
earthquake 13 notad 1in 1043
hgwevar, which 13 placed by the
‘Worzestear' ASC at ‘'Worcester,
brottwichk, Derby and =lsewhare':
note thase places are In  a
stralzht line and mavy hawve lain
cn the gaoclogicoal faulr-line
rasponsibla. Forty one years
later in 1039 another earthquake
affecting a large area was noted
by the Cantarbury Chronicle E.
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Anctier hit the whola of
Eomerset and Sloucester 1in 11232,
%as this =hs same Tault line?
the Peterborough Chronlzle notes
a further evant in L1129, Some
timae tn this perizd the Bradwell
gable toppled.

Although rthe aplcocantras of the
1243 ana 1122 aarthguakes were
along what Sesms to bae the same
fault lina 1n the wast country.
thaey seem %o bave teen followed
by mors widaspraal 3hocks. These
may possibly have involved tha
movement of other fauvlt linas
iacluding those in the Eradweall

area, Farhaps 1his was what
caused the damagze to the
Bradwsll <hurch. It should be
ralativaly easy to determine

whather or not this was sa, for
wE WUST Now 2Xxarnlne contemporary
buildings ln  *he area for
tracas of similar damagea,
unfortunatalvy thesa are not sa
common in a =sultable condition
for =zuch a study. Maybe we shall
never know.
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It remalns ta nota that althaugh
thers have been long gaps, the
Colchaster-Bradwell fault line
may not have baen dormant
befora the 11th century. One is
remindad <that in AD &0 the
Statue of Victory in Colchester
fall over presaging for the
worried Trinovantes thea
Boudiccan destruction., Was this
due te a minor earth-tremor? If
so, was it connectad with a much
more  cataclysmlc geclogical
avent Iin Southarn Italy barely
nineteen yzars later?

Tha Pradwall report will be a
monogragh to be published next
year.

Postscript: In my copy of
Morant's 'History and
Antiquities of Colchestar' the
index wunder sarthquakes gives
¥al. I 3. This seems to be an
arror. What iz the «correct
referance?

Paul Barford

[RONSTONE IN ESSEX CHURCHES

Although virtually devoid of any
useful building stons, Essax has
a rich heritaze of medieval
churches. the butlders of theses
Structuras mAdasad sSomehow Lo
find enough =tone to complete a
number of Iine bulldings. Thare
is almpst cartainly uzeful
information to Ya gained from a
close study of the matarials
from which Essex churches are
butlt. So far, however, such
work has mainly been concerned
with re-use of Roman materials,
but anothar sroblem  seldon
consldared 1is the origin of the
large quantities of ironstone
used in s03e buildings,
especlally In north east Essex.
Buildings such as Elmstaad and
Great Bantley churches show that
this material wWas used
particuiarly in the tenth and
twelth <enturles., Curiously 1%
was not used in Roman bulldings
in the sama arsa.

The zain problem is the origin
of this matarial, the ironstone
used is a natural concretion of
iron in gravel. The stone saans
to occur on sites wharae septaria
was not readily availabla. The
pleistocene gravels of this area
did not contain ircnstone lumps
or bands at the time of thalr
formatien, but this seems to
hava developad later as ‘Llron
pan® .

Iron pan forms in acidic laached
' podsolic? soils, but iz
Fenerally thin and
discantinucus. The massy lumps
used for church building in this
area in the middla agas were

similar to the matarial
explolted alsawhara in this
period as 'beg core' for its iren
cantent. ‘Bog ores" form in
arsas o0f high water table oftan
fluctuating. Suchk conditions

cccur on the lower vallay slopes
and bottaows where gravel
auterops. in fact it is
precizely this sort of position
where material similar tao that
sa2an in fleldwalking after deen
ploughing, ¢ agpecially pan-—
busting?, and 1in the sides of
ditches. Impraved Arainage
however {mpades the formation of
these depusits in today's
intansively farmed landscape.

The =ources of this mataerial
require further examination. If
1t really was obtalned locally
tand only petrology can help
here) the lack of large horrow-
plts in the wvicinity of churches
may suggest that this material
was brought to the surface
either by deep ploughing of the
araas concerned, or perhaps the
clearing of such land for such
ploughing. If +this is sa, the
implications are that this

caould be evidence of early
mediesval extensions of arable
inta areas not praviously

exploited.

Paul Barford
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SOCIETY BUSINESS

SUBSCRIPTIONS Subscriptions for 1987 are due on January lst next.
Members who do not pay by standing order will find reminders enclosed.
Prompt payment helps the Membership Secretary and ensures prompt
delivery of your publications. We do not send the Spring News to
members whose subscriptions are unpaid - reminders are now sent out
with copies of the Annual Report in early June. Any member paying by
standing order who would like a receipt for Income Tax purposes should
send the Membership Secretary a stamped, self-addressed envelope marked
"Receipt!.
THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Preliminary notice is given that the
Annual General Meeting for 1987 will be held at Halstead on June 13th.
Council is now preparing for this meeting; we do not know yet how many
vacancies there will be, but members are invited to put foruard names
(infarmally) of members wha would be willing to serve on Council for
1987-30. Names to Elizabeth Sellersplease, indicating which Committees
- Publicationsj Library; Public Relations; Research - the nominee would
be willing to serve on. Council meets next on January 17th.
TRANSACTIONS  The Publications Committee predicts that Volume 17 may
appear towards the end of February. Members who paid subscriptions
for 1986, and have not yet received a copy of Volume 16 should get in
touch with Elizabeth Sellers soon - we cannot entertain claims for an
indefinite period.
PROGRAMME FOR 1987 Many events are not yet finalised - see the next
issue for details of times and places. The dates and locations settled
so far are:-

The Morant Lecture - March 20th at the Cramphorn Theatre, Chelmsford.

Ian Robertsen on Museunms.

April/May - Day out visiting historic buildings in north west Essex

and east Hertfordshire.

June 13th - The Annual General Meeting - See above.

July or September - In the Danbury area - Visits to chureh bells -

conducted by Peter Canme.

Where full details of times, addresses, dates, publishers and etc. are
not given in CENTRE FOLD, readers can contact Elizabeth Sellers at

1 Chignall Road, Chelmsford CM1 2JA Chelmsford (0245)355260

A stamped addressed envelope must be included with postal enquiries.



October 9th — The Morant Dinner - At Colchester's Mill Hotel —speaker
to be announced.

OTHER EVENTS  Your attention is draun to the series of talks described
in detail on a sheet enclosed. We hope these will attract new members,
nembers who want to find out how to be better informed about the subjects
covered and members in the Chelmsford area who would like to meet other
nembers.  Any member who would like to host a similar series or who has
suggestions forseries on other subjects is invited to contact Elizabeth
Sellers.

Congress AGM will be hosted by societies in the Ilford/Barking area on
April 11th 1987. Booking details in the Spring News.

There will be a Local History Symposium - organised by The Essex Society
for Family History for Congress and this Scciety — on May 16th, 1987, at
Christchurh, Chelmnsford. Research reports, 2 lecture and discussion
groups which will cover Smallpox, Earls Colne buildings and research in
Poll Books; Aerial photography; Census Returns, Nineteenth Century News-
papers, Parish Registers, Parish Histories, Antiques and Bygones, Oral
History. IFf you want full details before the Spring News - SAE to
Elizabeth Sellers for full details of titles, speakers and booking
arrangenents. Mark envelope "Chelnsfard May 16th".

CIRCULAR The pink sheet enclosed is information which we are sending
to new members when they join. Existing members may like to file this
since it sets out new administrative practices which stem from the new
constitution.

CAR STICKERS  New stickers are now available - from Andrew Phillips,

19 Victoria Road, Colchester CO3 3NT Enclose a stamped addressed
envelope and one 18p stamp for each stocker ordered.

LAST BUT NOT LEAST Traditum a Circoma alba!

To Mandy and Owen Bedwin, at Chelmsford on December Gth: a son - Thomas.

NEWS FROM COUNTY HALL

ESSEX RECORD OFFICE  Midwinter holiday closing. Mid-day on December
24th until 9-15 on Thursday December 30th. Closed on New Year's Day.
There is a photograph of the new search room on page 3 of the County
Council's Annual Report for 1985/6.

The extension te the County Hall extension was topped out during the
Autunn - Even before that, lighting had been installed and men were at
work fitting services. Since the standardized stone wall panels were
delivered ready glazed, and often with venetian blinds already fitted,
the building was already weather tight on the lower floors. Early next
year, the Library, Museums and Record Committee are to have a tour of
the part of the building which will house the new Borough Library and

a library for the Chelmer Institute. The town library will be the big-
gest town library in the country to be housed in a single "roonm'.




PEOPLE - PLACES - EVENTS
Harvey Benham's latest book - The Smuggler's Century was launched at
Maldon in October. The party, held in the little museum down by the
guay was attended by, among others, members of the Customs and Excise,
Graham Smith their Librarian and Councillor Jerry Knight, sometime a
Collector for the Port of London. The event was additionally memorable
for the superb weather.
BBC Essex was inaugurated by the Marchesa Maria, widow of Guglielmo
Marconi, at Chelmsferd on November 11th. Vic Gray, County Archivist,
has been appointed Chairman of the Advisory Council which will advise
the BBc on programmes, standards and styles.
The infant Aboretum in Hylands Park at Writtle Had its first "Official”
tree planted in early December when the Mayor of Chelnsford and two
others planted three walput trees. This is a joint venture between the
Borough and Writtle Agricultural College; their students of aberi-
culture will, in the future, be able to plant trees for "real" and not
just to be taught how to do it. Another clement day in this unusually
mild winter.
Dr Lacquita Higgs is in England again (see Newsletter 76, p6) doing
more research into Lay Piety in Elizabethan Colchester. Recently
she and I encountered Ruth McGee whilst eating our lunchtime sand-
wiches in the ERO. She is completing a University of Adelaide thesis
on William Byrd. The kindness of another member made it possible for
her to visit Ingatestone Hall.
David Haig of Cambridge has succeeded Dr Stephen Greep of St Albans as
Editor of the Newsletter of CBA Group 7. His address is 28 Roman Hill.
Barton, Cambridge CB3 7AX.
The current exhibition at Chelmsford Museun - Bottle Mania - ends on
January 11th. Fron January 17th to March 289th they are showing a
selection of post-war paintings from their reserve collection.
We have information about the five day Summer Schools in Archaeology
and Conservation to be held at The Institute of Archaeology in Gordon
Square, WC1 in June/July/August 1987.

THE NATIONAL SCENE

COUNCIL FOR BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGY  Philip Rahtz, now retired from his
Professorship at York, has succeeded Tom Hassall as President.

The November Neusletter queries whether we dig too much - in American
"non- renewable cultural resource" equals English "archaeological site
— Reports on a Seminar held with metal detector users earlier this year
-~ On new discoveries at Maiden Castle - On the World Archaeological
Congress at Southampton. Publicatiens noted include Mike Corbishley's
new children's book, The Roman World. A forthcoming CBA book —
Presenting Archaeology to Young People - is designed for people who are




working in Archaeology but should alse interest teachers and museun
workers. T have just bought a copy of the new edition (1983) of their
Archasological Resources Handbook for Teachers. This is even more useful
than the first edition, and will be of considerable value to both parents
and people who are teaching themselves about archaeology. For me, at £2-50
it represents splendid value with so much that I need to refer to, all
done up in a single packet.

THE MEDIEVAL VILLAGE RESEARCH GROUP and THE MOATED SITES RESEARCH GROUP
have now merged. The new group will be called The Medieval Settlement
Research Group.

THE SOCIETY FOR MEDIEVAL ARCHAEOLOGY is holding a one-day conference in
April - title Medieval Archaeology — The Past and the Future. The
Society's document — Priorities in Medieval Apchaeoclogy - will be
discussed and will be subsequently published, with amendments in
Medieval Archaeology.

BALH The Newsletter reports on our History Fair and on several other
similar events held last Summer. Dr Eva Crane, Censultant to the
International Bee Research Association, and author of The Archaeology of
Beekeeping, is appealing for stray information from documents for a

book an beekeeping history. I know from experience how rare references
to "heeves of been'" are, so every scrap of information is worth passing
on.

THE COUNCIL FOR THEPROTECTION OF RURAL ENGLAND Reviews in their quart-
erly — Countryside Campaigner - include ?The History of the Countryside
- by Oliver Rackham.

MISCELLANY

The London Archaeologist Publishes a graphic account of the result of
an arsonist's attack on the site huts of an excavation at Beddington;
surveys Roman cemeteries around the City, Saxon sites in the GLC area
and reports on the excavation of ridge-and-furrow at Pinner.
Publishers Allan Sutton, have sent their stock list which includes a
number of history titles of general interest. Phillimore are not only
publishers of local history but also have a bookshop: their list, both
hand-books and descriptive works, cover a wide range of titles in
history and archaeology. There are also sectional lists for individual
counties.

The Telegraph Sunday Magazine for October 26th, had a telling article
on the change in the average wardrobe between 1946 and 1986. This is

a much neglected field of oral history, and something which anycne who
remenbers what they wore as recently as 1960 can make a contribution to
without even taking a tape recorder to a victim.

FOOTNOTE FOR FUTURE ARCHAEOLOGISTS It is said that molehills in lawns
can be prevented by installing a metal grid, below the surface, when
making the lawn and that a plastic heron by your pool will protect
goldfish from real herons.




THE ESSEX SOCIETY FOR ARCHAEOLOGY & HISTORY

Formerly The Essex Archaeological Society

ADMINISTRATIVE NOTES FOR MEMBERS: Please file this For reference.

* Subscriptions are due on January lst each year. Members who pay by
cheque are sent personal reminders in December with their copies of the
Winter Newsletter. Prompt payment assists the Membership Secretary and
helps us to run the Society economically.

If a subscription is still unpaid on March 1st membership is suspended.
Final reminders are sent in June with the Annual Report. The nanmes of
members who have still not paid 28 days after the Anpual General Meeting
%&gﬁfgfeted from the Society's mailing list.

* The Society's Membership Card - sent with the Spring News - is a
receipt for the current year's subscription and admits the member to
whom it is issued,to the Scciety's Library at Hollytrees in Colchester.

* The Society's Newsletter — Essex Archaeology & History News - is sent to
members in March, June, September and December. Members also receive one
volume of the Transactions - Essex Archaeology € History - for each
subscription year. There is no set publication date; problems with editing
and printing may delay despatch beyond the year for which it is issued.

In such a case, members who have resigned or been deleted will still
receive the volume outstanding from the previous year.

* A standard fee of £1-50 is usually made for the Society's Meetings.
This covers tea, admission fees, donations to our hosts £ etc, and the
cost of organisation. Any variations from this fee will be found in
programme notes in the Newsletter.

* The Society's Address List is kept on a Computer File with a
commercial computer service. This file is used for administrative
and addressing purposes only and access to the contents of the file
is, and will be, restricted to the Council of the Society and its
committees.

¥* Members who do not want their addresses to be computerized should
** write to the Adnministrative Secretary, recording their objectiens,
X% and enclosing five self addressed adhesive labels for their post

i . :
¥¥ during the ensuing year.

#* Please will members who are not receiving their publications regularly
complain promptly. Missing Newsletters may be due to an error in the
address file or to the members subscription record being out of order.
* All Subscripticns and enquiries about Membership to:-

The Honorary Membership Secretary,

Mr R W C Goleman, 23 Somerville Gardens, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex §S9 10D

* M\ other enquiries, including missing publications, to:-
The Honorary Adninistrative Secretary,
Mrs J E Sellers, 1 Chignall Road, Chelmsford CM1 2JA. 355260



Back cover, Fourteenth century glazed floor tile,
5 inch square, head of a cockerel from 1985/6
excavations inside the church at Waltham Abbey,

feet from earlier execavatiocns,

NAMES AND ADDRESSES

Membership Secretary Librarian

Mr R W C Coleman Mr A B Phillips
23 Somerville Gardens 19 Victoria Road
Leigh-on-Sea Colchester

Essex SS9 1DD £o03 3NT
Southend-on-Sea 77368 Colchester 46775

For information about meetings - please contact the organiser named
in the Newsletter or contact Andrew Phillips, 19 Victoria Road,
Colchester $03 3NT , or the Administrative Secretary.

Enquiries about delayed or missing publications and about the

supply of reecent back numbers are dealt with by the Adninistrative

Secretary Mrs J E Sellers, 1 Chignall Road, Chelmsford CMI 2JA
Chelmsford 355260
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS.
PROGRAMME FOR 1887.
ANHNUAL MORANT LECTURE

Friday, 20th March 1987, at
7.30 P Cramphorn
Theatre, Fairfield Road,
Chelmsford. Admission £1. THE
FUTURE OF NUSEUMS - INTO
THE 21st CENTURY. by IAR
ROBERTSON, Curator, Passmora
Edwards Museum, President of
the Museums Association.

Visit to
HERTS,
Laing),

Saturday Nay 16th
HUNSDOH HOUSE,
{guide, Mrs S

followed by a vigit to
NETHER HALL GATEHOUSE,
(guide, John Burton). Mest 2
pm. Hunsdon House.Limit 20
people.

Book through Owen Bedwin
(Chelmsford 354021; 9
Braemar Avenus, Chelmsford).

Saturday May 30th, CRIX AND
HATFIELD PLACE. By kind
invitation of Mx» & Mrs Ryder
and Colonel & Mrs Austin, a
unigue opportunity to visit
two claccic Georglan houses
(1775 & 1791 still  1in
private ownership.

Meet at Crix at 2.15 p.m.
Leave Hatfield Peveral
travelling south on the ald
road to Boreham for one milae.
Crix lies dowm a long drive
on the left side scon after
the rocad crosses a streas.

1
Humbare limited to 30. Hames
please to Andrew Phillips
{Colchester 46775).
AFNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

Saturday June 13th at
HALSTEAD.

10.30 a.m. A& conducted tour
around historic Halstead,
including a visit to Brewery
Chapel Museum which belongs
to the Halstead and District
Local History Soclety. Meet
at The Bull for coffee at
10.15 a.m.

2.30 pm. AGM at The Sports
Social Centre, Colchester
Road.

415 pm. Talk on the
archaeology of Stansted
Airport, by a member of EEC
Archasology Saction.

Saturday July 25th. Visit to
LITTLE BADDOV CHURCH AND
DANBURY CHURCH, {including a
visit to the Tovwer of the
latter). Guide, Peter Came.
Yeat at Little Baddow
church at 1.30 pm. - on to
Danbury church at 3 p.m. Tea
in Danbury church meeting
room at 4.30 p.m. Limit 40
pecple. Book through Owen
Bedwin.,

Friday October 9th. MORART
DIRKER at Colchester Mill
Hotel,  Speaker to be
announced.

The cost of each excursion 1is
£1.50p. (excluding the Morant -
Dinner}. PFurther visits will
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be announced in
- Newsletter.

the next
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OTHER FORTHCOXING EVERNTS.

PIECIEG TOGETHER A FAMILY
HISTORY.

An  EBxhibition illustrating
the sources used in preparing
‘THE RUGGLES OF BRADFORD
STREET'. From February 28th
to ¥arch 21st, 19387,
inclusive, 10 am. to 5
p-m. at The Art Gallery, Town
Hall Centra, Market Square,
Braintree. Admission free.

Following the success in July
1586 of the  Exhibition
arranged by the Essex Raecord
Office to Illustrate the story
of the Ruggles Family ia
Bocking, a further display of
documents, RAPS, family
portralts, old photographs
used ag sources has been
arranged. The maps,
photographs and paintings are
of special intarest to those
living in  Braintree and
Bocking, but the exhibiton
has been specially praepared
te¢ help anyome +trylng to
trace their own family
origins, '

A few coples of the booklet
‘The Ruggles of Bradford
Street' are still availabla,
price £2.00 from Spains Hall,
Pinchingfield, Essex.

ESSEX HISTORY SYMPOSIUN.

Saturday MKay 16th 1987. 10
as. to 4 pm. at Christ
Church Hall, London Road,

_Chelmsford. £2.50 per head,
lunches (gptional)
£3.00 extra.

The capacity of the Hall is
limited to 200 persons and
applications will be dealt
with strictly in rotation.
A1l applications to:-R.K.
Henrys, 56 The Paddocks,
Ingatestune, Essex CX4 OBH
enclosing a
cheque or money order and a
stamped, addressed envelope,
please.

The first ©Essex  History
Symposium sasks to  mix
information with

participation . It is for all
who are interested in Local
History in Essex.

FHEERRRR IR SRS SEEH EERALE
1]
COURSES:

PRACTICAL STUDY-COURSES 1IE
PALAROGRAPHY 1087.

April 10 - 12th: PRACTISIKG
PALAEOGRAPHY: & gulded study
weekend for those of

intermediate standard who
would benefit from esmall-
group and individual
practice.

Details from Belstead House,
Ipswich, Suffolk IPS 3FA.

August 1 -~ B8th: LATIN AED
PALAEOGRAPHY FOR LOCAL



EISTORIAYS:

A week's residential course
at Keele University in  the
transcription, transiation
and use of Latin manuscript

documents, Seminars range
from elementary toc very
advanced, Detalls: Brian
Threlfall, Adult %
Continuing Education, The

Iniversity, Staffordshire 815
SEG.

hugust 28 - 30: DISCOVERING
PALABOGRAPHY:

4 weekend for beginners or
those who need to revise.
Details: Belstead House,
Ipswich, Suffcik IP3 3RA.

FAF IS ERRERER RN AR LRF NN DR RN Y
.23

University of London,
Institute of  Archaeology:
JUBILEE CONSERVATIOR
CORFEREECE,

July 6 - 10th July 198%7:

‘RECENT ADVANCES IE  THE
CONSERVATION AND AWALYSIS OF
ARTIFACTE".

This international conference
is being convened to
celebrate the 50th
anniversary uof the founding
of the University of London
Institute of Archaeology and
the teaching of the
conservation of objects
within the Institute. The
theme of the conference
emphasises research and

3
case studles in the
conservation and analysis of
artifacts, particularly
archaaclogical material.
Papers from the conference
will be published in a pre-
prints  vplume.

Bookings are now being taken.
For further information and
enrclment form please contact
the Jubilee Conference office
at the Institute of
Archaeology, 31 -34 Gordon
Square, Lendon WCIH OPY,
(tel.01-3B87-9651).

ARCHAHOLOGICAL FIELD SURVEY.

University of London,
Department of Extra—MNural
Studies in conjunction with
Wansfield College, Theydon
Bois Epping, Essex.
¥onday 13 July, to Sunday 19
July, 1987. Fea: £127.45
{Resldent, in shared bedroom
accomnodation). £121.45 Hon-
resident).

The course provides &
practical introduction to the
simplist and quickest methods
of making plans of fleld
monuments, from earthworks
to bullding complexes, 1n
order to meet the needs for
rapid but accurate field
recording.

This type of  work is
especially important for
menbers of local socleties
who wish to take part in
fieldwork, and qualifies as
one week of practical work
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for the University of London

Extension Diploma in
Archaeology and the Extension
Certificate in Fleld
Archaanlogy.

Apply to the  Enrolment
Secretary, ¥Yansfell College,

Theydon Bols, Epping, Essex.
CMi6 7LF.

URBAK EXCAVATIOH: Site:
Bermondsey Abbey. Course
Director: Harvey Sheldon, BSc.
3 - 16 August, 1887.

Fae: &£60.00 for two weeks,
non-residential.

Dapartment of  Extra—Mural
Studies, University of Landon
in conjunction with
Southwark & Lambeth Team of
the Museum of London,
Department of Greater London
Archaeclogy.

The course offers an
oppertunlty on a non
residential basis, for
Extramural students to gain
axperience in sxcavation

techniques, working with one
of the full-time archaeology
team that operate in London.
The course qualifies as part
of the fieldwork requirement
for the biplcma and
Certificate awards. This is a
two-week course which should
preferably, bhe taken in Its
entirety.

Apply to Miss EM. Clancy,
Department of Extra-MNural
Studies, 26 Russell Square,
London.

RECENT WORK BY THE COUNTY
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SECTIOR.

The Archaeclogical Secticon
since 1ts establishment has
kept a record of all planning
appiications sent to it for
comment and every year has
seen ar iIncrease in the
numbers processed, In 1985 a
total of 156 applicaticns
required some form of
archasological condition to
ensure either a watching
brief or prior excavation and
in 1%8& the figure was 221.
This trend reflects both the
growing level of development
in Essex and the Section's
effectiveness in 1is efforts
to respond to this threat to
the County's archasology. Hot
all of the applications
subsequently receive planning
permission, however, the end
result has been a significant
rise in the number of small
scale excavations and
watching briefs carried out
by the Section. Nany produce
little or 1no sigrificant
archaeological information,
neriting only a short archive
report in the County Siltes
and Monuments Record, while
others  appear as short
reports in the amnual Section
contribution published in the
Soclety's Transactions. A
small number of proposals
lead to large scale projects
necessitating considerable
resources and careful
management. The  following
summaries of current projects
1liustrate this point.



SPRINGFIELD PROJECT.

Excavation of the Late Branze
Age enclosure ditch was
completed in preparation for
reconstruction of +the Dbank
and ditch as an earthwork
within the landscaped area
proposed as part of the
Springfield Lyons development
proposals. Amongst the finds
were further clay bronze
moulds from the lower ditch
61its. this makes the total
cf moulds from Springfield,
which were largely the waste
from sword production, the

largest collection from any
British Late Bronze Age
site. Other prehistoric

features include a  possible
round house outside of the
enclosure and a small pit
containing & horse skull,
with an iron ©bit. tkhis 1is
possibly a Late Iron Age
ritual deposit and, taken
with the earlier find of a
twisted late La Tene sword
from a pit within the
enclosure, railses questions
regarding the use of the site
following abandonment of the
enclosure.

A small number of early
Saxon cregations and
lnhumations add to the
existing plan af the
cemetery, the limits of
which are still not certainly
defined. Two further  post-
in-slot buildings, post-lines
and pits containing 10th-11ith
century pottery, extended the
plan of +the later Saxzon

" prekistoric

settlement.
An interim report on the

aspects of
Springfield Lyons appeared in
the winter issua of the Hssex
Journal and a report on the
Saxon agpects will be
appearing in the spring
issue.

CHELMSFORD PROJECT:October
saw the start of a new phase
of archaeological work in
Chelmsford In response +to
major development proposals
for the town, especially in
the wvacinity of Noulsham
Street, the focus of the
ariginal Roman settlement.
Direction of the project 1is
in the hands of Patrick &llen
and the exzcavation team is

belng supplemented by staff
enplayed under a Community
Programme. In addition to the
ECC the project is receiving
support from the Chelmsford

Borough Council; site
developers - Brooklade
Properties, Anglia Secure

Homes and McCarthy and Stone
Developments and the Historic
Buildings and Monunents
Commission.

Two excavations are currently
iln progress at two sites. At
Godfrey's Yard two areas have
been opened up along one side
of a2 large (80 x 9%0m) area
adjacent to the site of
excavations by Paul Drury for
the Chelmsford Archasological
Trust in 1972, which fromted -
onto the nain Roman London
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Colchester road. It 1s too
early to report significant
results but it is hoped that
these  initial areas will
reveal a mid 1st century
ditch thought to be part of a
military earthwork enclosure
related to the earliest phase
of the Roman town. The
remainder of the site will be
opened up at the beginning of
March and excavation will
continue wuntil the end of
September. Initially, new
areas will examine the back
of strip bulldings, probably
shops, extending back from
the main Roman road. Although
the front of these buildings
was recorded in 1972, further
excavation to their rear will,
hopefully, give a more
complete understanding of
their function and the size
of overall building plots. The
major aim will be to excavate
the line of the 2nd - early
3rd century- earthwork town
defences, which <cross the
site.

The Lasts Garage site, 200m
to the SV of Godfrey'sYard,

also lies alangside the main
Roman road. The site lies at
the very limits of the Roman
town but a small excavation
has been carried out to test
the extent of Roman
occupation alongside the main
road. Several pits and a slot,

dated to the 1ist - 2nd
centuries suggest same
marginal activity but
subsequently a 1 m thick
layer af cultivated soil

which built up from the 2nd
century onwards shows that
this part of town was not
built up. At most, it would
have ben suburban gardens.

STANSTED  AIRPORT  PROJECT:
Following the slow start to
the project reported in
number 96 of the Newsletter,
work at Stansted Ailrport,
under the direction of Howard
Brooks, made considerable
progress over the summer and
autumn months.

Recent work has concentrated
on excavation of a late
Iron/early Roman settlement
near 1o the ailrport cargo
terminal. The site consists
of a defensive ditch and the
remains of up to six circular
wooden houses, +the largest
having an internal diameter
of 11 metres. Each house
probably provided
accommodation for a single
family and the group is best
interpreted as a small
‘village'. In addition to

large quantities of late Iron
Age/early Roman pottery the
finds include variocus I1tems
of metalwork.

The site is of considerable
importance for the study of
the late Iron Age in North-
Vest Essex since few
prehistoric settlements have
been located on the boulder
clay subsoils which are
traditionally viewed as
densely wooded and virtually
uninhabited until the



medieval period, Further work
at this site i1s proposed in
the spring when 1t is hoped
to delimit the extent of the
settlement and obtain as
complete a plan as posible.

After a delay excavation
started on the site of
Bassingbourn = Hall during
January. The moat  house
foundations have been located
and are in the process of
being lovestigated. Work is
egpected to continue at this
site until the epring.

The fieldwalking survey has
also been maintained and
about half of <the airport
arega avallable for walking,
bas been covered. This has
revealed even more new sites
requiring examlnation during
1987, including a group of
medieval sites, which may
have formed a deserted hamlet
or small village, and ancther
Iron Age site.

Additiopnal financial support
for the project has recently
been offered by the British
Afrports Authority, BEnglish
Heritage, Uttlesford District
Council and Takeley Parish
Council. This assistance, with
that already being pravided
and the belp of an XSC
.scheme, is making possible a
much moyre comprehensive
excavation programme worthy
of the scale of the threat.

COAPUTERIZATION OF THE SMR:
Paul Gilman has continued to

7
make steady progress in
computerizing the County
Sites and Monuments Record.
Some 7,700 records have heen
recast to date, of which
6,200 bave been dinput Iinto
the computer. This meanc that
almost two thirds of the SHR
has now been recast. Fotable
recent additions to  the
computerizated SMR include
the Chelmsford and Braintree
urban areas, Editing bhas
commencd on earlier recast
records to ilmprove the SMR's
accuracy and efficlency. How
hardware bhas been acquired
and sophisticated
manipulation of the database
will soon be possible, using
suftware supplied by English
Heritage.

English Heritage hava
announced their intention to
carry out a major review of
the national record of
Scheduled &ncient Monuments.,

Called the Honument
Protection Programme
(formerly Scheduling

Enhancement Programme), this
will result in a substantial
number of new scheduled
gites, of which Essex has ¢
180 at vpresent, while the
areas of existing SAK's wiil
be reassessed. In carrying

out. this important exercise,
the newly compuierized Sites

and Monuments Record will be
of considerable importance.

AERIAL  PHOTOGRAPHY: Susan
Tyler continued to carry out -
the Archaeological Section's
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programme of aeria”
reconnaissance and
photography during the

summer of 1986. Funds and
equipment for +the project
were provided by ECC and the
Rayal Comniesion for
Historical ¥onuments
(England) and the results
intergrated into the County
SMER. In carrying out the
survey, particular atteation
is belng pald to the north-
wast of the county where the
expansion of Stansted Airport
is already baving a major
lmpact on the landscape and
where much new development
is anticipated in the future.
The major aims of the survey
are:-

) To record all extant
monuments in north-west
Essex particularly within the
areas threatenad by mineral
working and recidential
development. All sites under
excavation prior %o their
destruction were to  be
recorded.

11) To locate amnd record
cropmark sites along river
valleys and oo brickearth and
gravel outcrops.

It has been envisaged that a
total of ten flights of one
hour duration would be needed
to complete the programme,
As, however, the weather for

aerial  photography  during
much  of Jyne, July and
August, was far from
perfect, 1t was decided to

utllize favourable conditions
to the full and consequently
fewer but longer flights (of
¢ 1% to 2 hours duration)

were undertaken.

Extant monuments and moated
sites in particular, proved
difficult to photograph; this
was malnly because of tree

cover. Bites  photographed
included Tremhall Priory;
moat at Aythorpe Roding;
Bassingbourn Hall; Leez

Priory; Tilty Abbey; Canfield
motte and excavations at
Colchester Hall and Molebill

Green. Further flights are
planned for Spring 1987
especially to record

excavations, extant monuments
and soil marks in  the
Stansted area.

Although cropmarks only
appeared fleetingly in
Central and FNorth Essex
during June, July and August,
they were very distinct.
Ripening barley crops showed
markings in the second half
of June and first half of
July; wheat crops showed
markings during the second
balf of July and early
August, Most of the cropmarks
wera concentrated along river
valleys, im particular along
the Chelmer valley. Cropmarks
wera also recorded along the
course of Stane Street from
Rayne to Great Dunmow,
Analysis and plotting of the
cropmarks ls currently
taking place and preliminary
analysis shows a number of



new sites and additional
detalls to add to previously

recorded sites. all new
cropmarks are being
incorporated Into the ESKR

and +the wmore interesting
discoveries will be published
in Essex Archaeqlogy and
History - The Transactions of
the Esgex Archaeglogical
Scciety..

D.G. Buckley

FEREF IR E R R TR R R R AL R S
**

DOMESDAY YEAR IN ESSEX.

By County Councillor Michael
Stephen, Chairman of the
Essex Committee for the
900th Anniversary of
Domesday Book.

At Christmas 1085 William
the Conqueror gave
instructions for +the great
survey of his kingdom. It was
carried ovt im 1086 and the
tecord of the survey, which
bas become known as Domesday
Book, was presented to him in
the Autumn of that year,
shortly before he left
England for the last time.

In 1586 we celabrated the
900th anniversary of this
astonishing feat of
administratiocn, and reflected
upon the detailed picture
which it gives us of 1ith
Century  EBngland. Domssday
celebrations in Essex formed
part of national celebrations,
and the highlight of which

'
was the presenfation of a
facsimile of Domesday Beok
to Her Majesty the Queen.

Domesday  Year in Essex
opened with a reception
arranged by the HEssex
commmittee at County Hall,
at which the Guest of Honour
was Garter King of Arms, and
the  publication by the
Committee of a booklet om
Domesday Essex, thousands of
which have now been sold. An
art competition and a poetry
competition on a Domesday
thena were arranged by
Essex County Newspapers, the
County Libraries made a
Domesday Exhibition, and the

County Planning Department
devised a Domesday EBssex
Trail,

Lectures were held throughout
the County at which the
nation's leading scholars on
Domesday Book read papers
and answered questions, the
Essex Record Office held a
study day  on Anglo-Norman
England, and the Essex
Historical Assnciation held a
conference on Domesday Essex
in Chelmsford, and a very
succassful History Fair ar
Castle Hedingham.

Commemorative plaques were
affixed to Civic Bulldings at
Maldon and Stansted, and the
reconstructed castle at
Stansted  Mountfitchet was
opaned to the public.
Celebratiaone wera alsoc held
at Rayleigh Mount, the only
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Essex castle actually
mentlioned in Domesday Book. a
Domesday compatition was
sponsored by the  County
Education Department end the
VWoolwich Building Saclety,
for children in Essex schocls
' and the Beecroft Art
Gallery and Eastern Arts
sponsored a Domesday
Tapestry Competition.

¥ith funds raised by evenis
during Domesday Year the
Essex Committee intends ta
obtain if possible and
present to the County, a
faceimile similar to the one
presented to the Queen of the
volume of Domesday PBook
which relates to Essex.

Domesday Year in Essex
concluded in November with a
reception at the 11th Century
Priory at Prittlewell, and a
magnificent Commemorative
Service at Chelmsford
Cathedral. The Service was
attended by the Lord Bishop
of Chelmsford, Her Majlesty's
Lord Lieutenant, the Chairman
of the County Council, most

of the Bssex Mayors and
Chairmen of District
Counclls, and the General
Officer <c<ommanding Eastern

Military District. There was
a photographic exhibition of
Norman Churches.

A capacity congregation heard
an address by Dr. Gareth
Bennett, a distinguished
Essex historian, and beard
Prof. Henry Loyn read from

the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle 1in
the Anglo-Saxon language.
Thanks were glven to God for
the lives of all those men
and women of Essex who have
devoted themselvas +to the
Service of this County during
these past 900 years.

In conclusion I would like to
thank everyone who worked so
hard to make Domesday year
in Essex so memorable, and
hope that our successors will
make the one—thousandth
Anniverary even better.

SRELREEFHEERERLHISRRERETEINE

LBETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

§ Falrfield Road,
Bromley,
Kent.
BR1 3QW
Dear Editor,

NIRETEENTH CENTURY WALTON-
ON-THE-NAZE.

In his excellent description



in the Winter News of our
visit to Walton Jobn Hayward
commented that what I said
during the course ofour tour
would be of wvalue 1if it were
available in printed form ‘'in
view of the dearth of
published material* on Waltom.
It was alse suggested C by
the Editor?)* that TEN XEN
A¥D  COLCHESER  constituted
"further reading' on WValton,
which is true, although a lot
of the relevant material was
derived from my WALTOK 1800-
1887 (1981}, which is now out
of print J{(copies in EASH
Library, Colchester Local
Studies Library, ERC, etc..

Having completed my doctoral
thesis on aspects of late
Anglo-Saxon Essex, and
survived & Domesday 900
lecture tour last year, I am
now begloning to  dust off
ny notes on VWValton, and
resume work on the history

of my home town. Since
WALTOH 1800-1867 is imn
Fplaces lnaccurate and

nisleading, and also as more
information on these early
years bas come to light, I am
hoping to be able to publish
a history of the town from
1800-1895, when the
Improvement Commissioners
were replaced by the Urban
District Counci.

I do not at present have any
plans to produce a summary
account of Valton's
development, although I shall
be running a Local History

i1
Day at the town's United
Reformed Church on Saturday
20 June should any members
wish to hear more about the
archaeology of the seaslde.

Yours sincerely

P.B. EBoyden.
Ed. #note The further reading
was suggested by John
Hayward.
Bali Hal,
Nayland Road,
Vest Bergholt,
Colchester
Dear Editer,

1ike some others I was
gaddened to read the insigned
letter in your autumn Issue
regarding Stansted Castle,
but when the author was
revealed 1 was not surprised.

It is a little difficult to
appreciate how one who has
himself used, if not ‘CHAY, at
least ‘Ex-shop' dummies in
his eown displays and whose
nuseum has produced only one
major development of
significance in seven years
should assume a God-given
right to criticise the work
of somebody with the courage
and enterprise to branch out
into a new field.
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A few years ago, at the
Historical Assoclation
Conference I heard a lecture
by Dr. c.v. Vedgewood,
renowned for her fine books
on the Civil War. She tald us
that in her early days of
writing, nothing which was
not thoroughly Dboring and
unintelligible to the layman
was deemed acceptable by
certain  elements of the
academic elite. It seems that
this attitude still persists
In some quarters. Anything
which interests, or
stimulates a layman or a
child is ‘Infra dig' toc some
acadenmics, and therefore
dismissed as 'vulgar’.

Thank goodness the County
Education Authorities are
somewhat more broadminded in
their attitude. In such a
large enterprise small
inaccuacies are inevitable,
and 1t is plain tkat David
Clarke was intent on listing
as many of these as he
possibly could.

Does he realise that
Shakespeare's Julius Caesar
can be faulted on points of

accuracy regarding time,
place, and historical
sequence, but he adapted in
order tp produce an

acceptable end.

History is FOT the
prerogative of a few purist
academics, but is the
heritage for us all. Let us
'‘Live and let live' and enjoy

it ta the full. 'If you don't
llke the heat - stay out
ofthe kitchen! All power to
your elbow, Mr Goldsmith.

Yours faithfully
R.E. Boustred.

FEEEANREEF AR AR E R R L 1SS

BOOK. REVIEW

THE WOODS OF SOUTH BAST
ESSEX by Oliver Rackham.

Published 1986 by Rochford
District Council.
120 Pages;
photographs and maps.

numerous

The relationship between our
semi-natural landscape and
the history of settlement is
becoming widely recognised
due in large part to the work
of Oliver Rackham. His
latest book deals purely with
the 871 acres of anclent
woodland in the
Rochford /Southend/Castle
Point areas of Bssax, whare,
despite enormous urban
pressure, oanly one-ninth of
the ancient woodland has been
dogtroyed since 19456, Ko
other part of England is
known to have lost less than
cne-third.

The back is divided into 2
main sections, the second
containing & detailed survey
and map of each of the 40
woods, with brief notes on
their history, The first



section discusses the
evolution of the woods from
the original wild-wood +to
their present-day state,
primarily from an historical
point of wview, but algo from
an  ecological one, again
uging & wealth of historical
maps and many quotes from
estate records.

One section of particular
interest to the reviewer ic
the section discussing
woodland banks. Ancient
woodlands everywhere contain
and are surrcunded by ditches
and banks of a startling
variety of profiles, and in
positions which aoften ceenm
entirely random. Mr Rackham
has attempted to classify and
date +these, both from the
written record and from
observation. It 1s perhaps a
pity that this very
interesting and thought-
provoking text 1s not better
illustrated in the otherwise
excellent maps.

For those interested in
anclent woodland generally,
and particularly for those
who know the woods of south-
east Essex, this is a book
well worth bhaving for
constant reference.

¥any of these woods are in
good health and well-managed.
This book shauld further help
to focus attention on them,
and ensure they are cared
for, as landscape features
and as a living record af our

13
past.

This bogk 1s available from
Rochford Bistrict Council
South Street, Rochford, price
£6.00,

Stephen Westover.

EFREEHIT R TR E R E R T 1A R 22 122 Y

Perindical literature on
Essex Archaeoclogy and
History. :

This bibliography lists
articles and reports on
archaeological and historical
research  relating to  the
geographical county of Essex,
published in national and
local periodicals (but not
the Society's) which were
available 1n the Society's
Library up to March 1986. It
excludes monuographs  which
ara not part of a regular
series; details of these are
avallable from the Library
catalogue, General and area
&studies are followed by
places, Blographical articles
are listed under the subject's
place of birth or residence.

All publications are 1985
unless otherwise state.

ESSEX.

AINSLEY, H. ‘Keeping the
peace in Southern EBngland in
the thirteenth century’
SOUTHERE HISTORY 6, 13-35.
1984,

CHARGE, B. ‘Archaeclogy in
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Haverhill' CURRENT
ARCHAEROLOGY 1X, 3, 78-80.

CONVAY, S.R. 'The recruitment
of Criminals in the British
Army, 1775-81° (Essex
examples) BUL, INST. HIST.
RESEARCH. LVIII, 46-58.

FITCH, K. ‘Tohn Stow' (Vedde

de Theiden of possible Essex
origin> LONDON & MIDDLESEX

ARCH. S0C. TRANS. 34, 199.
1683,

HOLT, R. ‘Gloucester in
the Ceniury after the Black
Death' {Reference to an Escsex
Ficherman owing 43 +to a
Gloucester cutler in 1428)
BRISTOL & GLOUCES. ARCH. SOC.
TRARS. 103, 152. 1986,

IVEYS, R.J. ‘Peddington
Castle, Oxfordshire, and the
English bhonour of ODO of
Bayeux, (Land held by ODO in
Essex). OXONIENSIA XLIX, 101-
105.

MATE, M. ‘Labour and
Labour Services on the Estate
of Canterbury Cathedral
Priory 1in the Fourteenth
Century'. ({(Essex references)
SOUTHERE HIST. 7, 55-67.

Lovis, C. ‘Barly Drama in
Sussex' (References to
travelling players from Essex
15/16¢c) SUSSEX ARCH. COL.
123, 146-7.

STENYIBG, D.F. 'Timber-framed
Shops 1300-1600, Comparative
Plans'. VERNACULAR

ARCHITCTURE 16, 35-39.

VILLIAXSOH, T.K. °*The Roman
Countryside. Settlement and
Agriculture 1n W.¥. Essex'.
BRITARNIA XV, 220-230, 1984,

ALRESFORD.

YOUNGS, . S.M. {ET.AL.>
'"Medieval Britain and Ireland
in 1984' (s/r.on 3 ring
ditches) MED. ARCH. XXIX, 170.

ASHELDHAM

YOUNGS, S.M. (ET.AL) 'Medieval
Britain and Ireland {n 1%84'
(s/r on sample exc. IBID,
170.

BARKING

RICHARDSCHN, B. 'Excavation
Round-up 1985' {(s/rs. Barking
Abbey Industrial Estate, 12
Parkview, Alfred's Way and
Campbell Tomb, St. Hargaret's
Church.) LONDOR ARCH. 5,6,
157. 1986.

BOREHAK

SMITH, ¥.T.J. ‘Memorials
Inside ahd Outside the
Church' BCOREHAM HISTORIES 6,
3-74., 1983.

SMITH, WV.T.J. "Mill and
Millers' IBID ¥, 3-37.
BRAINTREE

FRERE, &£.8. (ET.AL) 'Roman
Britain in 1983 (a/r

Fountain Hotel site)



BRITANKRIA XV, 307.1984.

HOPE, J. ‘Braintree' (s/r on
excavations) C.B.A. GROUP 7
NEVS. 3, 14-15.

CHELMSFORD

CUNNINGHAM, C.M. & DRURY¥, P.J.
‘Post medieval sites and
their pottery: Moulsham
Street, Cheimsford*® C.B.A. RES.
REP. 54

YOUNGS, S.M. (ET AL> 'Medieval
Britain and Ireland in 1983'
(s/r Chelnsford Cathedral)
MED.ARCH. XIVIII, 217.1084.

IBRID. ‘¥ediaval Britain and
Ireland in 1984* (s/r New
London R4. IBID XXIX, 170.

COGGESHALL

DRURY,P.J. 'A medieval fired
clay splt-support from
Coggeshall, Essex' ANT. J.
LXV,II 459/60.

COLCHBESTER

BRAITHVAITE, G. ‘Romano-
Briticsh F¥ace Pots and Head
Pots? {numerous  Colchester
ref.) BRITANEIA XV, 95-131,

CRU¥NXY, P. ‘Colchester
Castle' (s/r) C.B.A. T XNEVS 2,
23-5,

Ibid ‘The Roman
Theatre' (s/r> CATALOGUE 15,
1-3. 1984.

Ibid ‘Culver Street!’
Ibid 1112
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CEUMNY, N. 'Some recent
finds® Ibid 6-7.

DRURY, P.J. 'The Temple of
Glaudius at Colchester

Reconsiderad' BRITANRIA XV,
7-50. 1984.

DRURY, P.J. ‘Medieval fired
clay spit-support from
Coggeshal, Essex' (ref. to
Colchester example) AET.J.
LXVII, 459-61.

FRERE, S.5. (ET.AL> '‘Roman
Britain in 1983' BRITANNIA

XV, 307/343. 1684.

HERIG, M. 'Amber Amulets® (s/r
R Tind from Butt Rd.
cemetary’ Ibid 244-6

HILLABY, J. ‘Hereford
Gold:Irish, WVelsh and Eanglish
Land. the Jewish Community at

Hereford and its Clients,
1179-1253. Part 1°' (ref. to
Colichester and its Jewich

community’> WOOLHOPE EAT. F.C.
XLIV.IIT 358-419. 1984.

KENYQH, R. ‘'Britain's
Hint?' CATALOGUE 8/9.

first

NIBLETT, R. ‘Sheepen,an early

Roman industrial site at
Camuladunum®' C.B.A. RES.REP.
57.

SEALEY, Dr. P.R. & DAVIES,

G.M.R. 'Falesian Wine at Roman
Colchester’ {report on
amphara sherd) BRITANNIA XV,
250-4, 10534.

SHIMXIN, D. ‘North Hill,
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Colchester' (s/r exc.) CBA. 7
BEV¥ 3, 15-17.

DEDHANM

TILLER, K. ‘Charterville and
the Chartist Land Conpany’
{Thomas Belstead noted as an
occupler). OXONIEKSIA L, 251-
66. 1086,

EAST HANNIEGFIELD.

EDWARDS, J. 'The Kelmscott
wall-Paintings' (mention oOf
East Hanningfield paintings)
Ibid 239-45.

GRAYS THURRCCK

AYERS, J.C. 'The Whitmore
Story* PANORAMA 27, 35-8

YOUNGS, S.K. (ET ALY *¥edisval
Britain and Ireland in 1983*

(¢/r on Orsett Cock) MED.
ARCH. XXVIII, 218. 19284.

PATMORE, R.FW¥. 'Hew FRoad
Grays, Rembered*. Thid 39-43.

GREAT DURMOV

VALKER, S. ‘Profit and loss
in the Hundred Years War: the
Subcontracts of Sir Jobn
Strother, 1374' <{John Lucas
man—at-arms with Strother)
BUL. I¥NST. HIST.RES. LVIII,
100-106.

HARLOW

YOUNGS, S.M. (ET AL) '"Medieval
Britain and irelamd in 10O84*

(s/T exc. Harlowbury Chapel)
MED. ARCH. IXIX, 176.

HARVICH
DRURY, P.J. ‘An unusual Late-
Medieval Timbar-Framed

Building at Harwich, Essex',
VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE 15,
34-38. 1984

IVY CHIMKEYS
FRERE, &8.5. <(ET AL)> ‘'Roman

Britaino in 1983 (s/T)
BRITANNIA XV, 307/8. 1984,

LAFGDON

GILLESPIE, J.L. 'Mathew
Swettenham Ricardian
Profteer* (granted manor of

Langdon in 1384) TRARS.HIST.
80C. LANCS. & CHESH, 133, 134.
1984.

LITTLE ILFORD

REDNAP, M. 'Little Ilford, St.
Kary the Virgin, 1984' (exc.
s/r) LONDON ARCH. 5,2, 31-37.

MAPLESTEAD

TILLER, K. 'Charterville and
the Chartist lLand company'.
(Abraham Deale noted as an
occupier) OXONIESIA L, 251-
266. 1986,

XERSEA
VEAVER, H. ‘Lacal Churches.

¥o. 4 Vest Mersea Free
Church, Nill Road, Yest



Mersea. ({Farmerly Union
Church ( Congregational &
Baptist))' MISTRAL XX, 17-19.
1986.

MUCKING

JOEES M.U. ‘Caereals at
¥ucking' PAKORAMA 27, 13-10.
ONGAR

TILLER, K. ‘Charterville and

the Chartist Land company’
(Charles Willis noted as an
occupier) OXONIBNSIA L, 251-
266,

CRSETT

HEDGES, I1.D. & BUCKLEY, DG.
‘Anglo-saxon Burials and
Later Features at Orsett,
Essex 1975' MKED. ARCH. XXIX,
1-24,

RAYLEIGH

YOUNGS, S.X. (ET AL)
'‘Medleval Britain and Irsland
in 1983"' ({s/r Bellingham
Lane} XMED. ARCH XXVIII, 217.
1684,

RIVENHALL

DRURY, P.J. 'A HMedieval fired
clay splt—support from
Coggeshall, Essex' (ref. to a

Rivenhall examplie) ANT.J.
LXV,II 4598-61,

ROCHFORD

YOURGS, S.M. (ET ALY

‘Medieval Britain and Ireland
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in 1984' {(s/r exc. Rochford
Hall) KED. ARCH. XXIX, 170,
ROMEFQRD

EVAES, B. ‘Household and

other iteme from the Romford
dig' ROMFORD RECORD 18, 16-
18, 1986.

FROST, K. 'T he Inspector
Simmons Murder 1885°* Ibid 5-
8. 1986,

Ivid ‘An Engine named
Romford' Ibid 22-23. 1986

GILES, R.E. '"Romford
Yesterday* Ibid 19-21.1986

HATHE¥S, R.N.B. ‘Histories of
Bssex 1769-1817' Ibid 12-185,
1086,

STONE, N.J. ‘Romford's Past
Comes to Light' (s/r on 1984
axc.) WEST ESSEX ARCH. GRF.
NEVWS. 10, 2-4.

ST.OSYTH
CORBISHLEY, X. ‘A Roman

Graffito from Essex' {(s/r omn
find from 8% Osyth Priory

Park) BRITANXIA XV, 238-0
1584.

SAFFRON VALDEY

ANOY ‘Abbay Lane
Congregaticnal Churek,
saffron Valden', SAFFRON

WALDEN HIST. 47-52. 19884

ANON 'Abbey Lane
Congregational Church,
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Saffron Valden (Part 3)' Ibid

85-9,

ARCE '‘Copyhold  praperty

adjolning the Kings Armsg’
Ibid S6. 1984

ANON ‘John Leche's Tomb'
Ibid 73.

ANON 'Copy of Catherine

Semars will® Ibid 74.

BRAYBOCKE, X. 'The Bombing
Raid on Debden and Duxford,
31 August 194C. Ibid 119/20

KADDAKS, F. ‘Gwennap or
Guinnap' Ibid 47, 1984.

MUIR, J.C. '‘Saffron Walden
in 1851, Ibid. 22, 123-131.
1986.

POLE, K. 'Stand Awhile and
Admire- A  history of the
- Saffron VWalden Museunm®' [bid
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in Essex sc memorable, and the BEssex History Fatir at
hope that our successors will Castle Hedingham in June
make the one—thousandth 1986. Both boys have much
Anniverary even better. enjoyed a wvisit to Hadleigh

Cagtle. Perhaps other members
of the Soclety know of poams

These two poems were written connectad with such histeoric
by pupllis from Bromfords aspects of tha county? Arthur
School, Wickford, after some Searle, once a nember of the
weeks' work on the history Record Office, had access to
and backgrounds of castles. one that beagan ‘In  Billee
One of the contributors was Eillericay ... Any others?

also inspired by his visit to
' CASTLES IN ESSEX

Walls wearing away with weeds

Wars were fought here bringing their fear to everyone who lived here
Turrets topple to the bedlam made by falling walls

Drawbridge closes, shutting out enemies, leaving them to their doom
Flay flying high in the sky, warning enemles not to try

Portculills brougt helil as it fell on many a man undernsath

Keap keeping its inhabitants safe from the terror and death outside
Gatehouse full of labouring slaves forcing the drawbridge shut

Arrow slits with their deadly inbabitants waiting for prey to come by
Moat with its boats firing on its enemies, they are about to die.

Christopher Velils.

The gatehouse and keep were fast asileep,
and the guard had gone to bed
Tha flag flew high in the black sky
¥Vhen something stirred ocutside
Then a loud war cry filled the sky
and everyone awoke
They ran along to the castle's walls,
and there a man cried
‘The portcullls is open and the drawbridge
taoo _
Quick! We must shut thewm soon.'
Then thousands of men tried to force
their way in
Under attack by King Hemry
'‘Quick! to the arrow slits and turrets!
Fly the flag high!
The moat will keep them at bay.'
Thamas Lowe.
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TRANSACTIONS  The proofs of Volume 17 have arrived from the
printers. This volume will be issued to all members who paid
subscriptions for the year 1986. Any new member who has joined
as From January 1987 who would like to be sent a copy of this
issue, should send a cheque for E6-50, payable to the Society,
to Elizabeth Sellers as soon as possible, enclosing their name
and address please.

MEETINGS 1987

The Programme for 1987 is printed inside the 1987 membership
card - enclosed. Further details of some of these meetings

are given below. Please note that,for most meetings, it is
essential to apply in advance to the organiser named; some of
our hosts have asked us to limit the size of parties. Please
use the application sheet enclosed.

Details will be given in the Summer News of other meetings which
the Public Relations Committee has not yet finalised.

May 16th Meet Hunsdon House 2-00pm. Sheet 167 -TL765081. Limited
to 20.  Nether Hall, Roydon. Sheet 166 —TL398082. See

Royal Commission on Historical Monuments, Essex, Vol II, 208-9,
and F Chancellor, Essex Trans ns. XIV, p 176.

May 30th Meet 2.15 at Crix. Sheet 167 -TL799112. Limited to 30.
See T M Hope, Township of Hatfield Peverel, 1930, pp 149-160.
June 13th Annual General Meeting at Halstead. Full details

in the notice of the meeting and with the agenda.

July 25th Meet Little Baddow Church 1-30pm. Sheet 167 -TL765081.
See RCHM II, pp 150-52 and F Chancellor EAS Trans, ns XI, p76.
Danbury Church. Sheet 167 -TL779051, See RCHM VolIV, pp29-31

and F Chancellor, EAS Trans, ns X, p 131. Limited to 40.

Book for May 16 and July 25th with Owen Bedwin and for May 30
with Owen Bedwin. See application sheet for addresses.

Members whao want to attend the Meetings at 1 Chignall Road,
Chelmsford — March 23 to April 27 - see leaflet enclosed with

Where full details of times, addresses, dates, publishers and etc. are
not given in CENTRE FOLD, readers can contact Elizabeth Sellers at

1 Chignall Road, Chelmsford CN1 2JA Chelmsford (0245) 355260
A stamped addressed envelope must be included with postal enguiries.



Winter News - should book immediately. Members who have
already applied will hear during the second week of March if
we are going ahead with this.

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Formal notice is given that the 1987 Annual General Meeting

of the Society will be held at Halstead at 2-30pm on Saturday
June 13th, 1987. Nominations fer Officers and Members of
Council, and any business to be considered at the meeting,

nust be in the hands of the Administrative Secretary, in
writing, not less than six weeks before the date of the meeting.
Details of the programme for the day will be included in the
papers for the meeting which will be sent with the Summer News.

At the Annual General Meeting, Owen Bedwin is resigning from
the Presidency because of pressure of work, and the Treasurer
has asked us to find someone to take over from him. We also
need three new members of Council. Please will members who
can suggest names, get in touch with the President in the
first place. Owen Bedwin, 9 Braemar Avenue, Chelmsford CM2 9PN
Chelmsford 354012

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NOT ENOUGH! This isnot an appeal for more
money! For some years, much of the work of the Society, in

particular arranging meetings, compiling and producing Essex
Archaeclogy & History News and sending out five mailings each
year, has been in the hands of a small, and dwindling, band of
workers. Some of these people now need to give less time to
the Society or are unwilling to continue because they are doing
too much single handed. The Society is crippled by the lack of
an Honorary Secretary to manage the Society's business and for
want of a Meetings Secretary to co-ordinate thework of the
Public Relations Committee who are responsible for providing
our meetings. In addition we are in urgent need of someone

to help the Administrative Secretary, by organising the despatch
of publications, and a small group of people to give regular
help packing and posting. A further difficulty is that we
seldon hear from members - usually only when something is

Wrong - so We are, in a2 sense, running the Society in a vacuun.
It may be that most of our members are satisfied most of the
time - or is there a substantial group of dissatified but loyal
menbers?

All offers of help — suggestions - comments - criticisms -

will be gratefully received and taken notice of. Write, or
telephone Elizabeth Sellers.



NEWS FROM COUNTY HALL

The County Archaeological Section published the first interin
report on Field Walking and Excavations at Stansted Airpert in
Decenber. A limited number of copies are available from them
at:— Planning Department, Globe House, New Street, Chelmsford
CM1 1LF. Please send an A4 addressed envelope with a 20p stamp.
The local press reports on the work of removing the farmyard
buildings from Great Coopers to

The local press has reported on work dome by US servicemen

from Wethersfield in removing the farmyard buildings from

Great Coopers to The Museum of the Heavy Horse at Toppes-

field. Great Coopers farmhouse and barn, Little Coopers Cottage
and Blunts cottage will be moved te the Wat Tyler Country Park
at Pitsea.

There is news that the case of damage te the villa site at
Chignall St James will come up before the Magistrates Court at
Chelmsford in March.

MUSEUMS

Dr Pat Andrew, recently appointed Head of Museum Services at
Chelmsford, is reviewinag the Borough's museum service and
presented her first report to the Arts Committee last month.

Halstead & District Local History Society ask us to announce
that their museum is open April to October, on Saturdays -
10-00anm to 12 noon and 2-00 to 4-00pm; other times by prior
appointment.

PEOPLE - PLACES - EVENTS

Dr Janet Cooper has been elected a Fellow of the Society of
Antiquaries.

Mark Pearce is at the University of Pavia, where he is studying
North Italian Settlement in the Ninth and Eighth centuries.

April 11th Cengress AGM at Ilford and Barking. Begins 9-45am
at Redbridge Library. Full programme for the day, including
visits to Barking Abbey site and St Margaret's Church. Fee

for the day, including coffee, ploughmans lunch and tea, £2-50.
Please book - apply to Mes Dorothy Lockwood, Honorary Secretary
to Congress, for tickets enclosing cheques payable to Essex
Archaeological & Historical Congress, and a stamped,addressed
envelope., to 10 Alloa Road, I1ford IG3 9SP.



May 11th 7-30 at the Town Hall Centre Braintree. Richard Bale,
Keith Cullum and John Hope will speak on work done at
Braintree - Admission £1-50 or £2-00 in aid of excavation
funds.

May 16th Local History Symposium at Chelmsford. Leaflet
enclosed. Book immediately - tickets will be rationed to
ensure Societies get fair shares of the seats.

May 16th to 23rd Chelmsford Cathedral Festival - not only

a niscellany of concerts and exhibitions but craftsmen will
be there daily, demonstrating their crafts.

March 28-9  The 1987 conference on Computing Applications
in Archaeology at Leicester University.

May 30th One day conference on the Roman Army of the Early
Empire — at the Institute of Archaeclogy - part of the
celebrations of its fiftieth anniversary.

October 4th CBA Group 7 Annual Conference — to be held at
Letchworth, Herts on the subject of The Icknield Way.
Congress Archaeclogical Symposium will be held on November 14th
or 21st - Venue not yet known.

The following meetings are being organised by the British
Association for Local History — May 20th Introductory day at
the British Library and a visit to the College of Arms.

May 21st Introductory day at the British Library. May 2ist
Introductory visit to the Borthuick Institute at York and a
visit to the Jorvik Centre. July 2nd A day at Cambridge
including an introduction to archives at Trinity College and in
the University.

A spin-off from Pat Ryan's historical research for the
Report on excavations at Pyrgo Park, was her discovery of
an interesting and unusual letter, written about 1446,
relating to the writers search for a brick mason to build
a double chimney before his wife's lying-in. A transcript
is published in Medieval Archaeslogy Volume XXX. This
volume also includes a paper by Chris Dyer, which rounds
up the existing evidence for English PeasantBuildings in
the Later Middle Ages.

AN EXPLANATION

If this Centre Fold arrives alanes it is because circumstances
- including a shortage of contributions - have prevented the
Editor from completing the Spring News in time for posting by
the 1st of March. Council decided that there should be an
additional mailing to ensure adquate publicity for the Morant
Lecture on March 20th. & leaflet 1s enclosed.



VELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

V.B. Barr

J.J. Beaney
Dr. J.Cooper
A.J. Fawn
Adrian A, Gray

Joy Leighton

Hilary Major

Mr. & Mrs. RJ. Pain
Bob & Janet Richmond
C.L.F. Thompson

M.E. & Y. Hunt
Jeffrey Jarvis

T.L. & AF. Wilson

PERSONAL MEMBERSHIP - Subscriptions due on January 1st each year.

Student membership — £4-00. Please use
the special membership form obtainable
from the Membership Secretary.

Single member - E7-50
T b t

Wo members at _ ... on
one address

NAMES AND ADDRESSES

Nembership Secretary Librarian

Hr R W C Coleman Mp A B Phillips
23 Somerville Gardens 19 Victoria Road
Leigh-on-Sea Golchester

Essex SS9 1DD G03 3NT
Southend-on-Sea 77368 Colchester 46775

For information about meetings - please contact the organiser named
in the Newsletter or contact Andrew Phillips, 19 Victoria Road,
Colchester €03 3NT , or the Administrative Secretary.

Enquiries about delayed or missing publications and about the
supply of recent back numbers are dealt with by the Administrative
Mrs J E Sellers, 1 Chignall Road, Chelmsford CM1 2JA

Secretary
Chelmsford 355260
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Saturday June 13tk at
Halstead.See centre for
detalls.

LITTLE BADDO¥ CHURCH AND
DANEBUORY CHURCH, (ncluding a
vigit to the Tower of the
latter). Saturday July 25tb.
Book through Owen Bedwin.
Limited to 40 people.

Cost £1.50.

MORANT DINNER Friday Oth
Detober, at Colchester MNill
Hotel. Full detalls 1in the
Autumn Newsletfter.

FEEERFLRFF L L L RF ST FL RS
MORANT LECTURE 1887
The future of museums

Psst...... Vanpa buy a stuffed
wombat? Until recently, this
guestion would probably have
produced a ratbker succinct
response from most members
of the museum profession. But
things are ¢hanging.
Callections af stuffed
animals, which have been out
of favour for a generation,
are making a comeback. It's
not just a change in fashion,
but mainly because It Iis now
illegal to collect many rare
animals from the wild. Hence
the stuffed examples assume
greater signficance.

1

Similarly, it is now virtually
impossible to  find  good
ethnographic material totally
free of outside Influences. So
the collections of Captain
Cook, which had become widely
dispersed, take on greater
importance, and considerable
efforts bave been made to
trace his scattered material.

These two observations were
among many presented by lIan
Robertson, Curator of the
FPassmore Fdwards Museum and
also currently Fresident of
the Museums Association. He
gave  the soclety something
of a world exclusive, slnce
his talk was based largely on
the newly compiled WNuseums
Data Base. This enormous
amount of comparitive
Information Is the flrst
atteppt anywhere in the world
to put together a complete
profile of all the museums in
the country and their
visitors. Such a body of
information will obvigusly be
of prime importance for the
the future direction aof the
museuns service.

Among some of the figures
thrown up in the report:

- over 90 miliion objects iIn
the nation’s museums (and how
many of these  represent
serious duplication?),

- a substantial number of
museuns are housed 1n old
and/or  historic  buildings,
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with all the implicailons of
funding being diverted to
maintenance and restoration,
rather than to extending or
conserving  collectlons, aor
carrying cut research.

- over 50% of the visitors to
the Victoria and  Albert
Museum actually live in South
Kensington. This wmakes Sir
Roy Stroag's case for
charging visitors appear more
reasopable. If you can afford
to live in Sputh Kensipgton,
you can probably afford a
museum entrance fee,

The  speaker also  dealt
comprehensively with the
sometimes difficult
relationship between naticnal
and local government, and the
museums which they fund. He
also poted the explosive
growth of nmuseums over the
last two decades, with the
emphasis on working museums
and those with collections of
20th century material, and he
forecast continved expansion
in these  arecas. Almost
anything now seems to be
grist to the mill of the
museum world, from
butterflies to space capsules.
It came as something of a
suprise to this  humble
taxpayer to learn that the
rirst two concordes did not
g into commercial service at
all, but went straight into
mussums,

Altogether the
presented an  impressively
thoruogh  review of  the
museums 1in this country, a
review tinged with optimism
because of the MNuseum Data
Base, which should bkelp to
make better use of existing
resgurces, to JIdentify gaps
in museum provision, and fto
market museums nore
effectively,

speaker

The writer has rarely been to
a lecture which pravided mare
food for thought, It was a
great shame that only 14
members of the Society were
able to attend. Owen Bedwin,

COURSES

Nonday 10th July,<in
conjunction witk Essex W.BE.4.)
at the University of FEssex,
Dept, of History., 4 onon-
residential Summer  School,
with a choice between two
COUrSES i—

1. "Bssex and Suffolk in the
Civil War", Director of
Studies: John Walter (Univ, of
Essex).

2. "Essex and Suffolk Place
names as an aid to Landscape

History".
Tutor: Margaret Gelling
(University of DBirmingham,

autbhor of “Place-names 1n the
Landscape" (1984)).

Fees Z£12 (10 for PRetired,
unemployed free).



Further details from Arthur
Brawn, Dept. of History,
University of HEssex, Vivenhoe
Fark, Colchester, FKssex, (04
358.

FFEEFEELFERFE R ERER X REF ¥
CAN YOU HELP?

1. The EBEC
Section is running an
exhibftiorn In Grove Road,
Chelmsford {(just off MNoulsham
Street) this summer. It's
theme is the story of
settlement in the Chelmsford
ared from prekistorice
beginnings to the present
day. There will be an official
opening on Nay 19th, and the

exhibition will be open to
the public 5 days a2 week
thereafter, The Archaeclogy
Sectlon peeds assistance In
manning the exhibition <{and
bookstall) and would like to
establish a rota for those
able to help on a full day or

Archaeology

half  day basis, Traval
expenses may be payable
where appropriate. If you'd

like to help, pleases write to
the County Archaeoclogist at
ECC  Planninig  Department,

Globae  House, Few  Street,
Chelmsford CM1 1ILF,
2 The  ECC  Archasalogy

Section is now 18 months
Intp its Stansted project,
and 1s currently excavating a
complete Iron Age enclosed
settlement about 80 meires

3

across. (ther sites to be
tackled later this  year
Include octher prehilstoric and
medieval oites, We urgently
need extra pairs of hands, o
if you'd like to help, please
get 1in touch with Howard
Brooks at the same address
as the County Archaeclogist,
above.

FEFERFERRERRER LSRR AL AR R LR
MALDON ARCHABOLOGICAL GROUF.

ELMCROFT DEVELOFMERT

 NALDOW.

Important evidence of Maldons
Barly Iron Age hill top
settlewent bas recently come
to light during a Retiremeni
Appreciation Development
between Highlands Drive and
London Koad.

The site is mostly a North-
Fast facing slope and has a
clay subsail with patches of
gravel. slight and obvious
undulations  traversing  the
ki1l were recorded In detail

before the topsoil was
stripped. on  MNonday  Gth
February the contractors

working at the site's upper
end uncovered a group of
shallow  intersecting  plts.
The scil was blackened by
charcoal and geveral shards
of bandmade pottery were
visible. Circomstances  did
not allow a detailed
excavation and our alm was
to achieve the best overall
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plan and copcentrate on one,
the most obvious, pit, Fills
were speedilly excavated and
barrowed away to be sifted at
a latter dare.

The excavated pit was oval
approimately 4m by 3m and
about 0.39m deep Into ibe
clayey subsoil. Its plan and
profile was oreminiscent of
Saxon sunken floored buts
which 1nitially laed us 1o
believe we bad discovered
Saxon occupation. The black
fills overlay a lighter silty
soil at a depth aof
approximately 0.26m. Two
large pot sherds crushed flai
at this level Iindicated an
actual frfloor level and the
charcoal rich soil to be a
later back f111., In addition
to the large quantity of
flint tempered pottery we
found worked flint,animal
bone and teeth (wainly horse)
and one or iwo very small
metal objects. The  pits
represented a succession of
small supken floor huts. The

pottery is typical Damsden -
Linton Style, dating to the
Early Iron Age (500-300)
BC).Remains from this period
are rare Iin FEssex and our
sunken floors and occupation
levels are unique In this
part of the country. The new
evidence will assist in the
understanding of other recent
discoveries at  Sringfield
Lyons, Lofts Farm and Rook
fall,

In additiocn to sunken floors
ditches were uncovered. The
largest was a few metres
down from the ‘huts’ and
correcponded to a  ditch
shown on All Salnts 19th
century Tithe Award map. It
is significant that part of
this ditch also nmarked the
All Salnts Farish Boundary.
We bope to get a better
understanding of the large
ditch or ditchkes as the
develgpment progresses.
Another much smaller ditch, a
palisade slot positively
dated by Early Iron pottery,
runs parallel to it
suggesting the big ditch to
be contemparary despite its
recent history and filods. A4s
the palisade reachkes the
first sunken floor it
changes, at a butt end, Into
a much shallower sectlon of a
typical beam slot and was
seen clearly cutting over the
backfilled floors..

Thes discoveries provide the
firet direct evidemnce of
Early Iron Age settlement on
top of Maldon's bill, They lie

cutside of thke earthwork
traced in our recent
publication ‘'The Maldon Burh

Jigsaw' and relate to an
enclosure extending westward
along the apncient All Saints
Farish boundary. FEighteenth
century antiquarians Salmon
and Strutt gave coatradictory
weasurements for what they
believed to have been Edward



the Elder’s Saxon Burhk. It
now seems likely that they
were  describing  different
enclosures. Salmpn In 1741
described a 22 acre earthwork
fone aligned on the parish
boundary?) but thirty years
Iater 2 much smaller area was

sketched by Strutt
corresponding to fleld
boundaries traced in our

report,

Faul N, Brown,
FREHERE R R RN F R H R
LIBRARIANS KEFORT

Do you subscribe to a
national, regional or local
publication on archaeclogy or
history and bhave difficulty
glving the old volumes
hovseroom? Ferhaps you naver
really lock at them. perhaps
you throw them away.

If so, why not consider
depositing them with the
Society's Library at
Holytrees, Colchester? Our
existing collectlon must be
one of the finest soclety
libraries In  England and
wouvld only  bemefit  from
additions - even short runs
or odd volumes. It may even
be possible to save members’
money if you passed on your
copy of a volume we currently
pay an INSTITUTIONAL (usually
10% more) subscription for.

5
If you are interested please
ring me any evening or week-
end on Colchester 48775. And
if you bave never checked
what our library bhbolds at
present, wbky npot make a
visit?
Andrew FPhillips.

NEW BOOKS on ESSEX

BARER G.X.

Margaretiing, the village
with the beautiful name Vol
111. Fub. by the author.
£5.00.

COWAR J.

4 Domesday Village : Kelvedon
Hatch Revisted & The Wrighils
of Kelvedon Hall. 0ld Village
Fump Fress. £4.00.

DUNELL, ¥ilfred. Great
Bardfield, 4 bistory of a
Domesday Village. Great

Bardfield Historical Society
£2.00,

FARMER Jack
Woodford as I knew if: A
History. Fublished by the
author. £7.50.

GOING C.J.
The Xansio and octher sites in
the south-eastern sector of

Caesaromagus: the Koman
pottery,

Chelmsford Archaeological
Trust Report 3.2.

CBA  Research  Report 62,

£16.85,
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HANCOCK X.
Hadleigh, An Bssex Village
Fhillimore £8.95.
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SAFFRON
SOCIETY

WALDER  HISTORICAL

Coples of The De Bohun
Charter of Saffron Waldemn by
Jennifer C. ¥ard are still
availlable from R. Jammett, 9
High &Street, Saffron ¥alden
tel, 0798 27725. Frice 7bp
(post and packing).

FEEEER I ER R E LR R AR H AR
CROVNFOST

This is & Newsletter from the
Historie Buildings Section of

the Caounty Flanning
Department which {s bhoped
will be issued fairly
regularly to all soctleties

who Lhave an Interest in
historic buildings and
conservation areas.

The role of the
Buildinge and Conservation
Saction is to advise all
district planning offices in
Essex, with the exception of
Colchester, on all Listed
Bullding Applications. They

Historic

are alse consulted about
certain proposals in
conservation Areas, On

occaslons the section also
advises on major developments
which do not necessarily

involve listed buildings or
conservation areas but where
a district may feel that
design  advice would  be
helpful.

As spacialist Advisers,
officers are also frequently
involved in enhancement
schemes, Members of  the
Section are available to give
advice to owners, agepts and
of course societies on any of
these matters, but by the
nature of their work are
frequently out of the office.
It is preferable toc write 1If
a query relates to a specific
building.

The address of the County
Flanning Department 1s, Globe
House, FNew Street, Chelmsford,
CM1 11F.

FREREREEERHEFEEREF L1 1L EE 1

ESSEX
GROUP.

HISTORIC BUILDINGS

The Essex Historic Bulldings
Group Is mounting an
Exhibition at the Chelmsford
and Essex Museum, fram July
11th to August 30th 1987,

The Exhibition is an
1llustrated survey of
traditional FEssex bulldings,
with drawings, plhotos, and
artifacts.



On Saturday October 3rd,1987
the Historic Builldings Group
will visit Otley Hall and
¥Wingfield College. The cost
will be &£10.00 per person,
Bookings to Sue Brown, Rose
Cottage, Narsh Road,
Tillingham, £Essex. CX0 T7SZ,
by 31st July. Cheques should
be made payable to Essex
Historic Buildings Group.

FEFEHE IR FF R F R 1A
ESSEX RECORD OFFICE

The FEssex Record office 1s
the official place of deposit
for the Couniy's written
history. At the centre are

the records of the County
Councll sipce 1ts formation
in 1888. The archives stored
in the Record 0Office come
from a wide variety of
sources covering a pericd of
seven centuries and
illustrating every aspect of
the life and History of the
County,

Subfects frequently studied
include the  history  of
bouses, family, urban growth,
local administration,
educational bhistory and so
on.

The record Office employs a
team of 25 at Chelmsford led
by the County Archivist, they
Include archivists,
conservators and a

7
pbotographer, as well as a
range of clerical assistantis.

The other branches are at
Colchester and Southend.
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SOUTHEND MUSEUN

6th June - 29th August
An Exhibition on FOOD PLANTS
OF THE WORLD

The exhibition will be opened
by Dr. David Bellamy on 5th
June.

It is one of the most
ambitious exhibitions the
Nuseun bas beld and it 1is
bhoped that teachers will
bring School parties to see
it,

For Ffurther information
contactSouthend Central
Nuseum, tel 0702 330214,

FLEREXEE RS L ERT LR E R E LS

WHITE ELX

That area which we know
today as White Elm was 1in
the distant past known as
Studley Green, reference to
this can be found 1in the
Bicknacre FPriory Manor
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records and in thke Survey of
Jacklett's of 1584, and there
1s still a field of that name
to the south,

In the Little Domesday Book,
iisted under the Hundred of
Chelmsford, and being part of
the holdings of Hugh de
Montfort there is *"Estoleia”,
or "Estollela” described as:-
...which was held by....Is held
by Hugh in demesne. Then as
now (semper) 2 villagers.,
Then 2 spallhclders
(bordars); and pow the same.
and (there was) 11/2 ploughs,
and (are’ now the same. It Is
worth 30 skillings.

Although many books about
the Domesday Survey admit
that they cannot identify
this entry and often list it
as 'last', I agree with IDr
Reaney in placing ihis entry
In Studley Green, with the
support from the documents
from the Bicknacre Friory
records.

The de Montfort family did
not hold this possession for
long and the property was
returned to the King, who
then presented it to Gilbert
de MXNonfichet. 4 few years
later, in a charter of Henry
11, this property became part
of the endowment of the
Friery at Bicknacre, (see
Bicknacre Priory’, along with
other properties and rents
from the surrcunding area.

Little more 1 known oOf
Studley  until after the
dissolution of the
Monasteries and the Friory
lands spld Into  private
hands. the Rev. MNorant has
very little to say aboul
Studley except; “Stodley-
Wood,and a farm-house near
it, belonged ito Lord Viscount
Barrington”.

By the time Chapman and
Andre had drawn their map, In
1777, the name Studley bad
almost  disappeared, except
for field names, and the new
name White BIm bad becowe
popular. I have not been able
to discover, but Nary
Hopkirk, 1In her book on
Danbury {p.53) reports;-
“There 1s a tradition that a
notorious  highwayman who
used to rob ithe people
bereabouts, was executed and
buried at the cross-roads
with an elm stake through his
body..., hence the name®,

Furtber Reading.

V.C.H. vol., 1. p 438b,
‘Domesday’.

Ristory From The Sources;
Domesday Book, Essex. section
27; p. 53b

Flace Names of Fssex, Reaney,
p.278.,

Morant, vol.11 p. 29; 34.

ERC. g, Metcalfe, 1783,
Letter op  Priory, (T/P.
156782,

Michael Turner.
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OUR KEV PRESIDENT

Ve can be sure that our new
Fregident, MNr V.R. (Ray)
Powell, 1is well aware of
Thomas Jefferscn's definition
of the Presidency of the
US5.A. as 'a splendid misery.'
for he has been Iinvolved i1n
the local  history of our
county for longer than most
and puossibly more years than
he cares to remember. As
Editor of VCH EBssex for over
30 years bhe bhas left an
indelibdble stamp on the
history of the county for be
has been responsible for all
the volumes of the modern
edition and therefore for the
topographical work which has
changed that work so much. In
addition bhe supervised the
production ©of the  Raman
Essex volume and bas been

ipstrumental in the
production of that
superlative volume, Tke
Bibliggraphy. At the wmoment
he continues, in his

retirement, to supervise the
production of a supplement to
the bibliographical volume.

Throughout  his years as
County Editor Ray Powell was
active with local societiles,
never failing to respond to a
request for help and bhis
election- as  FPresident of
Congress was an hopour which
he shouldered manfully. More
rigorous demands on his time
were made by the
secretaryship of the FKEssex

]

branch of the Historical
Association which he has
fostered to its  present

active and successful form.

With all this background it
1s not suprising that the
Society should ceek to honour
him by electing him Precident
for no ohe is better
qualified by knowledge and
experfence. He has honoured
us by taking up the
challenge. We can expect 3
years of earnest effort on
our bebalf and we can be sure
that as well as knowing his
Jefferson he also kpows that
John F. Kennedy remarked that
‘when things don't go well,
they Iike to Dblame  the
Presidents, and tdat [ quess
is what the Fresidents are
paid for.* Ray PFPowell is
unpaid but the moral holds
all the same. We should feel
lucky that such a man has
taken on the job.

V.H.Liddell

FXEH LR TR ERFEREER T ERERFREET

¥ MESSAGE FRO¥ THE
FRESIDENT,

When a new Fresident of our
Society is Installed at the
A.G.¥, he is invested with the
badge which comemcrates our
centenary. I remember seeing
it worn for the first time,
by the Rev. Gerald Montagu
Benton, in 1654. Benton
showed me much kindness at
that time, when I was new 1o
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Bssex. Through him, also, I
can c¢laim a 1ipk, not too
remote, with the Soclety's
earilest days. For  when
-Benton himself came to Bssex,
In 1811, the Fresident was

Fred Chancellor the architect,

who bad helpad to found the
Society in 1852.

It 1is a privilege to be
called to succeed them and
the other distinguished men
who bave beld office In the
Society. Horace Round,
historian of Domesday, of
‘Anglo-Norman England, and of
Essex, was our President from
1816 to 1821. Though often
disabled by illpess, he never
ceased to eorich the UFEssex
Irapsactione by bhis learned
articles and notes: the first
appeared - in 1887 and the
last, after hils death, 1n
1937. His successor was
Frances Galpin the
musicologist, in whose honour

the Galpin  Soclety  was
founded, The  Soclety's
Treasurers have 1ncluded
William Chapman Waller,
historian of Loughton and
avthority on fleld Dbnames.
Our first Secretary was
Edward Cutts, whose
continuing pride In the

distinction was proclaimed on
the title page of his_JScenes
and Characters of the Niddle

Ages, published 40 years
later. Notable among the
Editors  of the ITransactiong

was Kobert Fowler of the
Fublic PRecord Office. Our

Council has numbered, among
its original members ¥illiam
Stubbs, greatest of medieval
historians apd  bilshop of
Oxford, and among those of a
recent generation, John
O'Leary, borough librarian and
historian of Dagenham, Fercy
Reaney, author of Ihe Flace
FNames of [Essex,and  Rex
Hull,to whom we dedicated the
1982 volume of the

Trapsactions.

While the Society has been
well served by Iits officers,
Council and meirbers
throughout Iis 135-year
history, we can take pride in
the present as well as the
past. We owe much to those,
who, year 1in year out,

and deliver__Essex

accounts,collect
subscriptions,and pay bills,
write letters and minutes,
look  after the  Society's
library, and give up Saturday
mornings to committees — all
for love!

I bhope that 1In the coming
years more members of ESAH
will come forward to share 1in
the work. We shall send a
personal welcome to  new
members when they Joifn, and
we shall aim to provide more
opportunities for all members
to come together, during the
winter as well as on summer
aexcursions. On Friday 11
September next we are holding



a soclal eveming at County
Hall, Chelmsford, Intended
especially for new members,
but gpen to you all. It has
been kindly arranged by the
County  Archivist,Vic  Gray,
who 1s a member of our
Council, and you will find
detalls elsewhere 1In this
Newsletter. Pleage come Iif
you can, for the sirength of
the Soclety lles, above all,
in the support and
encouragement we can give
each gther.

RAY FOWELL
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS.

Friday 11th September, 1837
at 7.30 p.m. AN INFORNAL
RECEPTION will be held in the
Fgyer of the Council Chamber
cf County Hall, Chelasford.
Wine will be served.

This reception has  been
arranged especially for new
members of the Soclety.

During the evening there will
be a short presentation of
the activities of the Soclety,
a digplay by the County
Council's Archaeoloy Section
on some of Its recent work,
and an opportunity to view
the new premises of the
Essex Record Ofrfice. 4
bocking form for this Js
enclosed the Newsletter.

3
THE NQRANT DINNER.
Friday October Gtk at tke
Colchester Mill Hotel,
Colchester. 7.15 p.m. for
7.45 p.m, Tickets £11.00 each.

The Colchester Mill Hotel is
next to the Slege House on
the left, just over the river
at the Bottomw of Bast Mill.

The speaker at this year's
Dinpner will be DR. BLIZABETH
HALLAX SNITH of THE PUBLIC
RECORD OFFICE, Dr. Hallam
Smith is the author of
DOMESDAY BOOK THROUGH NINE
CENTURIES, and other books.
She Is the General Editor of
the new series of illustrated
books entitled THE
FLANTAGERT CHRONICLES, and
that will be the subfect of
her talk. She has promised to
tell us gsome of the ‘tall
tales' aboput Fssex that can
be found In Volume I of the
Chronicles.

Flease reply and send chegues
(B.5.H14.), to MJ.Corowall, 2
Orchard Close, Copford Green,
Colchester, Fssex, (06 1DB.
Col. 210686.
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FARLY ROTICE OF EVYENTS.

Sunday 12th June, 1988. BSSEX
BRISTORY FAIR. Venue Tilbury
Fort, with {full co-operation
of  English Heritage. At
present local Societles bave
beea 1invited to take part,
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as have local craftsmen and

any other organilsations which
are 1n any way 1nvolved
with  Bssex History. For
further details write to the
Secretary Essex History Fair,
Sue  Liddell, 17  Tensing
Gardens, Billericay, Essex.
CNiz2 8JX,

DUTCH IN ESSEX., An exhibition
will be circulated arcund
Essex 1n 1988 as part of a
national Anglo-Dutch
celebration 1o commemorate
the arrival of W¥illiam of
Orange 1n England 300 years
ago. The  exhibition  will
touck an Inning and Sea
walling, c¢loth trade and a
number of other themes, It is
bossible the exhibiticn will
be shown 1in Amsterdam.

If any one bhas any useful
Infermation the subfect
please contact John Smith,
Essex Record Office, Southend.

FFRFLFEETERNERTREF R FTFEERLE
COURSES.,
FRACTISING FALAEOGRAFHY.

4 gulded-study weekend for
those nf second Intermediate
standard will be held at
Belstead Hpuse on Gth-8th
Novenber 1887,

Details from: The Secretary,
Belstead House, Sprites Laneg,
Belstead, Ipswich, Suffolk IFg
3¥A. Tel. Ipswich 686321,

CONGRESS OF INDEFENDENT
ARCHAEQLOGISTS

The  second Congress  of
Independent Archaeoclggists
will be held at Selwyn
College Cambridge, on 18th~
20tk September 1687,

For further detalls apply to
Andrew Selkirk, @ Nassington
Road, London NW3 2Tx. Tel. 01
435 7517 or Andrea Bullock,
15 Fieldview, Burton Stone
Lane, York, Y03 6E5. Tel. 0904
30485,

FEERFATERLEREERE LT R EXREEFREEEF

CHELNSFORD 123,

This 1s the title of a
Channel Four production due
toc be shown pationally in the
New  Yaar. It bhas  been
described as an outrageous TV
sitcom featuring the ‘'¥ho
Dares Vins' team, and Is set
in Chelmsford in 123 4D,



SOCIETY VISIT,

HATFIELD FEVEERAL.

On May 30th, 1n rhododendron
time, this expedition
arranged by . Andrew Fhillips
was pure delight. The two
houses visted, Crix and
Hatfield Flace could hardly
be more different, though so
close 1n period. Indeed it
seems that In the 1780s the
occupant of the Flace
proposed to plant a belt of
trees, to hide ‘'the new pink
house, of which gquite enough
can be seen from the road.’
In the end boithk owners
planted to the same effect.

At Crix we were kindly
receivd and shown round by
Nr.and Mrs Ryder,who remarked
on the bappiness the bhouse
seens always to have
confarred on 1its occupants
from the time when It was
built by the Shaens. They
were nonconformists of the
uvnitarian. variety, s0
important in the Intellectual
life of of the early part of
the 19th century, and
typically it Is a good plain
sensible house, with excellent
Joipery and the wide landings
that make such houses so
easy to move about  In.
Extepsive alterations 1n the
1320s by & well [known
nonconformist arckitect
William Wallen, harmonise so
well that they are difficult
to sort out, and It comes as

5
a surprise to learn that tke
broad Adamisk front doorcase
s a later addition or
importation.

At Hatfield Flace, Mrs Austin
showed wus round @ egually
proudly, and Nancy Briggs
explained the work of John
Johnson, County Surveyor and
eminent architect, whkich 1Is
her spacial study. Col. John
Tyrell spent some  £3600
between 1791-5 on what one
might think of as a summer
villa dressed up to the
nipes, with a beautiful oval
hall and curving honeysuckle-
scroll  staircase, a parlour

with exquisite classical
figures Iin stucco-work
wreaths, marble chimney-

pieces, etc,

Extensions to make 1t an
ordinary country-house were
not carried out 1In  such
refined style, but here again
was a house a joy to Iive In.
Ve are most grateful t{o the
owners of both for receiving
us so hospitiably.

John Bensusan-Butt.
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DUNCAN PHYFE 1768-1854.

On the visit by the Soclety
to Hatfield Flace, on
Saturday, May 30th, in one of
the bedrooms was a four
poster bed, whichk Interested
many of those present. The
bed was attributed to Puncan
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Fhyfe.

Duncan Fhyfe (or Fife) was
born in 1768 ©near Loch
Fannich in Ross and Cromarty,
Secotland.

In 1784 the Fife family
emigrated to the United
States where they settled in
dlbany, New York State. Here
Duncan served an
apprenticeship as a
Cabinetmaker and eventually
opened his own business.

In 1792 he moved to New York
City and in the following
Yyear, possibly for business
reasons, Frenchified bis name
to FPhyfe.In 1795 he 1s listed
in the New York Directory and
Register ag a Cabinetmaker
and was for lopng considered
the only cabinetmaker of any
worth in that city. His first
shgp as 1n Broad Street, but
later bhe moved +to Fulton
Street.

While Fhyfe did not create a
new furniture style it was
his Interpretation of
fashionable Burppean styles
such as Sheraton, Regency,
French Directoire and later
Kmpire, on which his fame
rests. His pieces are noted
for the fine quality mahogany
he generally used, and the
West Indian exporters are
supposed to have dubbed their
best pieces ‘Duncan Fhyfe
logs.!

In 1837 he took into

partrership his itwo sons
Nichasl and James and traded
as 'Duncan FPhyfe and Sons'
untfl 1840, when on the death
of Nichael the firm became
'‘Duncan Fhyfe and Son’

The Phyfes were one of the
first U.5. cabinetmakers to
use factory methods of of
manufacturing furniture and
employed at ope time more
than 100 carvers and
cabinetmakers. The furniture
produced was of esxcellent
proportions and grace, being
usually decorated with
Feoclassical designs. His
most characteristic work was
done op chalrs (he 1Is
credited with Iintroducing to
New York the sabre legl,

sofas, window benches and
tables, but bhe also made
largar - pieces such as

sideboards and FPiano Cases.

His business made bim a
fairly richman and when be
died on 16th August,i854, his
estate ws estimated at
$500,000.

Interest in his furniture was
revived when 1In 1922 the
Netropolitan HMuseum of Art
staged an exhibition of the
‘¥ork of Duncan Fhyfe.' Today
all his pleces are much
sought after and have become
valuable collectors Items.
Derek Bircher.



‘On  July 25th, about 30
Soclety members visited the
parish churches of Little
Baddow and Danbury, with
Peter Came as guide. [Little
Baddow church 1s noted for
its Nildmay memorials, and
also a quite remarkable
quantity of FRoman tile in
parts of 1ts fabric. This
latter feature bints sirongly
at a FRomanised building in
the vicinity, and the siting
of the church, on flattish
platform  Just above  the
floodplain, would have been a
plausible ome for such a
building.

Danbury church is remarkable
for the number of building
phases  im its  bistory,
including substantial repairs
to the east end after a

German bomb  had  caused
severe damage during the
second world war, damage
which was not repaired for
several years after. The
woodwork within the church
was a delight, from the

elegantly carved pew ends to
the massive wooden structure
of the spire and the bell
frame, which the more
intrepid members of the
Society were able to admire.
The Soclety 1s very grateful
to Peter Came for providing
such an  interesting  and
stimulating visit.

Owen Bedwin.

LIBRARIANS REFORT.
WHO WILL BE REXT?

The appeal fn the last
Newsletter fur members to
depasit  back  numbers of
Journals in the Library bore
dramatic fruit.

Very many thanks to Mr.
Fulcher for offers of runs of
Antigquity, Archaeological
Journal, Archaeclagical
Newsletier, Froceedings of
the Prehistoric Society,
Britannia, Fopular
Archaeology, to Jo-Annp  Buck
for History, Eszex
Countryside, Fopulation

Studies, and Archives, and to
John Blythe for ¥orld
Archaeclogy.

The latest of our
Transactions <(Vol. 17, 1086)
carries (in an envelope on
the inside back cover) two
microfiche of additicnal data.
Xichrofiche (as the
Victorians used to say} is
the coming thing. Flease note
that Hollytrees Library now
owns a michrofiche reader,
courtesy  of  the County
Council. Any member wishing
to use ssame, please phone the
Librarian, Andrew  Fhillips
(Colchester 467765,
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NEV PUBLICATIONS ON ESSEX.

GEERE, Marjorie. _
Reminiscenes of a Land Girl
in Witham, Pub. 15 Homefield
Road, Witham. Price £0.50p.

SFPURRIBR, Felice.

The Maynards of Baston Lodge.
Fub. Fire Farishes
Fublicatlons., £0.75p.

THE  FEDERATION OF ESSEX
WOMENS INSTITUTES.

Essex Then and Now 1917-
1987, 4  Miscellany.  Fub.
Womans Institute. £2.00.

SHMITH, John

The Speckied XNonster:
Smallipox in England 1670-
1976 with Particular
Reference to Fssex. Pub.Essex
Record Office. £14.95.

WEST BERGHOLT LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP.

Bergholt 1in Living Nemory:
Aspects of Life 1n West
Bergholt 1880-1850. From Mrs
B. Skudder, 25 Lexden Road.
£1.50.

JERRAM-BURROVWS, L.

The lawless or VWVhispering
Court of Rochford, [BEssex.
Rochford Hundred Historical
Soclety.£1.00.

FFEERRFEFFFFFH AR E RN ERFE LS

A NEW ARCHABOLOGICAL
MAGAZINE,
BRITISH ARCHAEQLOGICAL

MONTHLY, Price £1.25, First
lssue July 1987, and is
cbtainable from newsagents.

This is the third
archaeclogical publication
aimed at the general reader,

FR TR E R R R FEE

AGM or THE CHELMSFURD
ARCHABOLOGICAL TRUST HELD AT
THE CHELMSFORD AND ESSEX
MUSEUM, 4th July 1987,

This was a bitter-sweet
cccasion because although the
Trust celebrated another
successful year of preparing
post-excavation reports for
publication, there was on the
agenda a recommendation from
the Council of Management
that the Trust should cease
activities at the end of the
current financial year.

Carol Cunningbam, as
Director, had prepared a
report giving tbe reasops for
this decicion in which it was
explained that for somwe years
the Trust had been
approaching the end of its
existing workload, and with

the cessation of further
funding from Historic
Bulldings and Monuments

Commission.



It was 1n anticipation of
this that tke Trust had been
formed as a Limited Company,
taking over the work of the
Chelmsford Excavation
Commitiee. Dr. Varwick
Kodwell, speaking at the AGN,
remarked that when the
Excavation Committee was
formed in 1968 by a group of
local archaenlogists, It had
not been thought that the
body would still be 1in
existence iwenty years later;
John Sellers commented from
the Chalr that of those
present only ¥arwick, David
Jones—-curator, and he would
recall the beginning.

In the afternoon of the AGN
day the Trust had arranged a
conducted tour of the sites
where excavations had been
carried out, and were still
open, in Chelmsford. The
guides for the ‘tour were
membars of the staff of the
Trust., The tour started 1in
Rochford Road where Nick
Wickenden described the 4th
century octagonal tewple, and
moved through Hall Sireet
where excavations bad taken
place behind the PFPrince of
Orange and in Cables yard.
- Chris Going then led the
party through Orchard Street
to Foman Road and described
the slite of the Roman mansio

before passing on to tke
County Coupcil Archaeclogy
Section‘'s exhibition on the

site of GQGodfrey's works 1In
Grove Road. Here after

2]
refreshments the party was
shown over the excavation of
the military ditch and the
Roman town defences, the site
adjoining that on which these
ditches were found in 1072,

Then leaving the Roman taown
the party assembled In Friars
Flace beside Farkway, where
Andrew Harrls described the
Dominican Friory excavations,
and fipally on to the High
Street where Carol Cunningham
outlined the development of
the medieval town.

The tour -was described with
the aid of a swatch of plans

on which archaeclogical
features were superimpdsed
and which included

reproductions of the Walker
maps af Moulsham and
Chelmsford, c. 1581.

An altogether excellent
pPreszentation which together
with the enthusiasm oF the
guldes, and a cloudless
supmer day, made this an
excellent event.

John Sellers.

Historical note:

The Chelmsford  Excavation
Commitiee was  formed  in
advance of  the  Farkway
development toe carry out
rescue excavations in the
area of the FRoman town and
the Dominican Friory. The
work was funded through the
Inspectorate of Ancient
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NMonuttents., Excavation later

extended to Little Waltham
by-pass and Braintree.
Bxcavation in Chelmsford

became the work of the
County Council Archaeological

Section in the early *‘70s. The
Comnmittee work then
concentrated on publication
preparation, not only of the
Commititee’s work, but of
excavations elsewhere in
Rgsex. This work together
with archaeolegical work at
Hill Hall and Audley End has
been continued by the ITrust.

FEF IR FEL R ERE LR LR RLRFPEEH
ARQUND THE MUSEUXS.
COLCHESTER AND ESSEX XUSEUM.
A KMEDIEVAL LADY,

A remarkable wall painting
bas recently been put on show
in  Colchester and  Essex
Nuseum. It depicts a lady
whose hair style can be dated
to Just before 1400, and 1Is
exceptiopally well preserved.
This would be interesiing
enough in itself, for
paintings of this pericd are
rare, and examples In good
condition are rarer, but the
story behind it makes 1t oven
more remarkable.

It was removed in the 1860's
from Park Farm, St. Osyth. 4
large wooden panel, painted
surely by the same hand, and
dapicting & seated saint,

variously Ildentified as &St
Dorothea or the Virgin Mary,
was presented to the museum
in 1920, The new panel comes
from the adjacent wail and

probably represents a donor.
The picture was rescued from

the recent sale at St. Osyth
Friory, and has been
carefully cleaned and
remounted by the Institute of
Archaeology of ihe University
of London. The work has taken
over 18 months to complete.

It raises interesting
questions as to the origin of
the house. The Royal
Commission thought the

wooden panel nust have come
from the Friory after Iits
dissalution, but the new
panel, being on plaster,
renders this unlikely. VWas
the butlding perhaps a grange
of the Friery having its own
chapel? ¥o documentary
evidence bas so far been
traced, but there 1s always a
hope that it will, and we
seek a specialist who may be
able to decipher the black-
letter inscription which
forms the baorders of both
pictures.

Whatever the  story  may
alternatively prove to be, the
museum 1s extremely fortunate

in kaving acquir an
outstanding example of
madieval painting and one

which deserves to find a
homoured place in  future
Iiterature on the subject.



SOUTHERD-ON-SEA MUSEUH,
MEDIEVAL PILGRIMS AMFULLA.

4 pilgrims lead ampulla,
possibly  of l4th century
date, was found recently at
Chalkwell, west of Southend.
It is iIn very good condition,
one side being better
preserved and  bearing a
Cross of Lorraime as the
principal feature. The other
side bears traces of a
curvilinear design. The whole
is in the form of a boat (or
ark?) with central tower.

Very few other pilgrims signs
or badges are known from
this area, and it is
vnfortunate that the British
Museum who originally
I1dentified thls, are unable to
assign it to a particular
shrine or centre.

EFLERERE PR EAR LR R LI AREE
THE COFFORD WALL PAINTINGS.

The wall-paintings ir St.
Michael's & All Angels,
Copford, are amongst the
earliest and most extensive
in this country. Built about
1130, the nave and chancel
formed & single rectangle
with & barrel vaulted roof.
About 1150 the entire
interior was decorated with
scenes from the Bible,
particularly  miracles  and
reprasentations of the 'Battle
for the Soul ', Virtues

11
(knights) overcoming the
Yices {monsters). There was
also extensive decoration in
between the various scenes.

Much of the original work bas
been destirpyed: first when
the original barrel vault of
the nave was replaced by the
present trussed rafter type
roof; other paintings were
lost when windows were
installed at various dates;
wall monuments accounted for
furtber damage. Finally the
Victorian restorers altered
some of the originzl features
while adding to others. The
paintings were white-washed
gver about 1547, during the
relgn aof Fdward VI; were
brought to light In 1020 but
re-covered, then those in the
apse were exposed and
restored in 1870. Further
restoration work was carried
cut In the sarly 1830s, and
recently the  Raising of
Jairus' daughter on the North
wall opver the pulpit, has
been carefully restored to
its criginal state.

When they were first executed
in bright colours over 300

years azo, the effect
according to Frof.
FE.W.Tristram, the foremost

avthority on the paintings,
must have been like that of
illustrations 1in a medieval
manuscript. The artistic
importance of these palntings
is that, as they are so early,
theyshow  strong  Byzantine
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influence in both content and
design, but they alsc give a
hint of the way
representational art was f{o

develope 1n the following
century.
THE MOST CONSFICUOUS

FAINTIEG is that which covers
the apse and shows Christ In
Majesty surrounded by angels
in the New Jerusalem; the
bulldinge are sald to be
eastern 1in design although
one commentator has
suggested that they portray
buildings which once stood
nearby. Christ Iin Majesty I1s

a conventional representation,
popular 1n eastern art from
the 4ith century until the
@th., imitated and adapied in
Vestern BEBurope 1t continued
to appear throughout the
medleval peripd. The stylised

attitudes of the figures,
including that of Christ,
are also found in what 1s

considered to be the most
important painting 1in the
church, the Raising of Jairus'
daughter, Jairus' dress, with
his Jew's hat, fur lined closk
and black stockings, is 12th

century, but his animated
attitude foreshadows  later
art.

NUCH OF THE DECORATION HAS
AN EASTERN FLAVOUR; but one
of the more  interesting
pictures 1s {that of an
unrestored painting showing
the angels above the arch in
the south wall that leads to

the organ. Prof.Tristram drew
and described what he saw in
1932, Ume angel Is Iflying
upwards and seems to be
presenting a heart on a cloth

"to the other angel who Is

descendng from Faradise f{o
receive It on another napkin.
The significance of the heart
in this context Is not known,
but it 1s initeresting to note
that It was the practice In
the east for impartant rulers
or kings to be presented with
gift son silk clotks by thelir
officers,or angellos. :

Thic scene 1Is pot as clear
now as It was to FProf.
Tristram 55 years ago. He in
his +turn was unable for
various reascons, to see all
that the Rev., Rucke—Keene
described in 18%0. Copford
church 1s hoping to conserve
and restore to their ariginal
state those paintings which
remain. They are undoubtedly
a Kational Treasure, ara well
worth preserving and have
been on Copford walls for
over thirty generation; it is
to be hoped that this one
with all its technical know
how and resources will not
let the paintings disappear
for evar.

N.J.Cornwall.

1P EEEERFH LR TR EFEFEEREF LT



COUNTY ARCHAEOLOGY SECTION
REFORT

Section
range of

The Archaeglogy
produces a wide
publications every year,
ranging Ifrom boocklets and
pamphlets of great popular
appeal to lengthy academic
reports. These documents are
a vital part of the Section’s
work, publicising and making

available the results from
fleldwork, Archaeological
work Is alsp  publicised
through exhibitions, an

increasiagly popular part of
the Section's work., . In
addition to reports by the
Section  1n the  recently
published BSSEX ARCHAEOLOGY
AND HISTORY Veol. 17, the
variety of current work 1in
publishing and publicity 1Is
illustrated by thke following
summaries,

PUBLICATIONS

1. BXCAVATIONS AT VOODHAN
WALTER AND AN ASSESSMENT OF
ESSEX ENCLOSURES (Bast
dnglian Report No. 333, This
1s the latest Fssex volume In
the Kast Anglian Archaeclogy
Series, containing a report
of the excavation of a
cropmark complex at Woodham
Valter together with a wider
review of a cropmark survey
and research 1n the county.
It 1s available from the ECC
Flanning Dept., priced &£11
{lnc, p.& p.}.
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2. THE BRONZE AGE AND SAXON
SETTLEMEXNT AT SPRINGFIELD
LYORS, BEBSSEX: AF  INTERIN
KEFORT. Section has been

carrying out excavations here
since 1981. This fortbcoming
report, Fo. 5 in the Section’s
Occasional Fapers Series, is
an interim assessment of the
results from this nationally-
Important Prebistoric  and
Saxon site. It should be
avallable in October.

3. ORIGINS OF TOWNS SERIES.
The first 1in this popular
range of booklets on,
historic towns, ORIGINS OF
CHELNMSFORD, is avallable,
price 50p. Forthecoming
publications 1include numbers
on Harwich and FRochford.

4. ESSEX ARCHABOLOGICAL
NEVWS,Issue 4 of the popular
archaeclogical supplement to
the Kssex Chronicle will be
on the streets on September
11. Don't miss this lively
and  toplcal round-up of
archaeclogical work from the
county!

5. Regular interim reports
appear in the BESSEX JOURKAL.

6. Contributions to national
archaeological Journals
Iinclude "Anglo-~Saxon and
later features excavated at
Orsett, Bssex, 1875,  1In
Modieval Archaeology for 1985
(vol, XX1X),
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EXRIBITIONS

1. ORIGINS OF CHELMSFORD.

Currentily on display at Grove
Road, off Xoulsham Street,
Chelmsford, this exhibition
has been mounted to coincide
with a mafor campaign of
work fn the iown 1In advance
of redevelopment. Displays
and artefacts set the current
work 1in the context of the

known archaeplogy and
history of the Chelmsford
area, Incorporating the
resulis from other

Archaeology Section projects,
notably the Springfield
Cursus and the Springfiald

Lyons enclosure, and from
previsous work by the
Chelmsford Archaeological
Trust.

The exbibition bhas attracted
widespread interest with many
visitors, 1ncluding
archaeological socleties and
organigations. It 1is hoped
that the exhibition can belp
to foster a link between the
Archaeoclogy Section and the
local  population, a  hope
encouraged by the numbers of
people bringing in artefacts
for identification and cld
photographs of the area.

The exkhibition 1is open dally
(Monday to Saturday) from 9
am. to 4 p.m., until the end
of September. For the benefit
of those Interested in the
progress of  the  current

excavations (see Excavation
Round-up, below), adjacent io
the exhibition, there will be
gulded tours of the site at
11 a.m., starting on Saturday
J August. From (October the
exbibition will go on show In
County Hall, Duke Street,
Chelmsford.

2. ORIGINS OF ROCHFORD

4 forthcoming exhibition to
coincide with the publication
of the 'Origins of Rochford'
booklet, This exhibition lis
anticipated tc  open In
September ar October at
Horners  Corner, and will
i1lustrate the history of the
town, with reference to the
programme of work carried
gut Iin the HReochford area by
the Archaeology Section In
recent  years, notably at
Horners Corner and Rochford
Hall.

EXCAVATION ROUND-UF,

1. STANSTED AIRPORT CATERING
SITE., (Dir. H. Brooks).

Excavation of an enclosed
seottlement of the lst century
AD bhas produced two late
surprises, The first was the
finding of a ERoman Iintaglio
of Mars (Fig.1), beautifully
cut In blue and brown semi-
precious store. The second
came literally at the last
minute when, on the evening
of the final day's diggling, &a
hozrd of 50 potin coins was
found buried in the



foundation trench of a late
Iron Age or early Roman
round house. Potln colns were
in circulation 1o Fssex and
Kent for 150 years before the
Roman invasion 1In AD 43.
However the burilal of this
board can be closely dated by
associated metalwork and
pottery to sometime in the
middle decades of the 1st
century AD. It is iempting to
g0 further and suggest that
the hoard was concealed as a
direct consequence of the
Roman onslaught itself. In
any case, the discovery of
this closely stratified hoard
will be of great importance
for the dating and study of
potin  coins, providing a
relatively late fixed point in
the serles.
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2. FLESHY VILLAGE HALL. (Dir.
D.Priddy).

The motte and bailey castle
at FPleshey is one of the best
preserved examples of Iits
type In the country. Today it
consigts of a large, flat-
topped motte; a kidney-shaped
bailey, to the south; and a
large sub-rectangular
enclosure encompassing  the
medieval town which grew up
to serve the the powerful de
Mandevilie family whose
estates were centred bhere.
The settlement iIs to the
north of the motte strung out
along The Street and round
Back Lane. The lay-out and
position of the latter Is
very similar to the castle
bailey and it has  been
suggested that Back Lane
reprsents an earlier northern
bailey, constructed at the
sane time as the motte In the
mid-12th century by the first
Geoffrey de Mandeville.
Following the fall of
Gepffrey 11 (the 'J.R. Ewing’
of the 12th century!), his
castles were taken by the
crown and 1t is at this point
that the northern  bailey
defences ny have been
destroyed. In 1180 Willlam de
XMandeville 11 was permitted
to refortify and it is likely
that the southern bailey and
subseguently the town
enclosure were constructed at
this time.
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The archaeological imporiance
of both the remaiping
earthworks and the below

ground archaeclogy of the
medieval town 1s
considerable, After the

demise of the castle in the
later medieval periocd, the
town quickly shrank to a
small agricultural village in
which little development has
taken place. Much of the open
space within the town
enclposure, as well as the
castle itself, Is scheduled as
an ancient monument,
elsewhere the County Council
has a policy of a
recommending  refusal for
development other than small
extensions, unless
satisfactory  provision 1s
made for prior excavation.

An application for comversion
of ihe old village ball "on
Back Lane was made in 1986,
Although the Archaeclogy
Section recommended refusal,

it was approved by
Chelmsford Borough Council. A
request for  grant-aid
towards an excavation was

made by ECC to HBEC In view
of the importance of the site
to our understanding of the
castle defepces and the
origin and development of the
setilement,

revealed a
medieval ditch on the
frontage of Back Lane, a
further ditch some Zm to the
~xcavation only recovered the

Excavation

south and a number of large,
shallow, steep-sided pits to
the south of this. The ditch
on the frontage did not
appear to be wide or deep

enough to represent that of a

bailey. However, extensive
terracing means that the
bottoms of the medieval

features. The pottery report
1s awaited with Interest,
both for the dating of the
ditch and because the
excavation produced a good
stratifed sequance of
medieval pottery which will
be usful for sites elsewhere.
Documentary research
suggesis that the market may
bave been in this area. The
pits may represent industrial
procesges being carried out
to the rear of properties
buflt over the old castle
ditch, fronting the market.

3. GODFREY'S YARD, MOULSHAN

STREET, CHELNSFORD. ( Dir.
F.Allen).
This excavation began 1In

January, and covers a large
area off Moulsbham Street,
which follows the line of the
wain London-Colchester road
around which thke Roman town
developed. It lles directly
behind an area previously
excavated In 1972 by Paul
Drury for the Chelnmsford
Archaeological Trust. By
combining the results of the
two excavations 1t should be
possible to reconstruct a
large part of the scouth-



eastern sector of the Roman
town.

The excavation areas
completed so far have
revealsd further evidence of
a military earthwork dated io
c. AD 60-70. It belongs to
the earliest phases of the
Roman town, and probably
represents an anpexe or camp
oputside a fort established in

the aftermath of the
Boudiccan revolt of AD 60-61,
To gain a bottor

understanding of this feature
it is important to examine as
much of its internal area as
possible, It is alsa
Important to Investigate
further a second earthwork,
dated to the late 1st century
AD, and interpreted by Drury
as a 'road station'. This nay
have been a predecessor of
thke early Z2nd century mansio,
a posting station ad ion for
official travellers, which lay
tc the i1mmediate east of the
site,

Excavation is currently being
concentrated on the rear of a
serles of timber-framed
bulldings fronting onio the
main road, the latest of
which was destroyed by fire
in the late 3rd century A4D.
The collapsed dedris of this
building may help us
understand the constructicn
method used in its
superstructure. A sequence of
boundary ditches has been
located and, together with
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evidence of the 1972 site, it
should be possible to
reconstruct the layout and
development of at least one
complete property plot. Ovens
and rubbish pits have been
excavated In yard areas
behind the buildings, and two
late  4th century pottery
kilns were found in cne such
area during the 1972
excavation.

The late Znd century
earthwork defance, first
recorded on the 1972 site,
have now been traced for a
distance of 100m. The present
excavation bas revealed a
third ditch In addition to
the twin ditches and earth
rampart found In 1972, The
defences Interrupted the
butlding sequence described
above, but after only a very
short interval were
deliberately levelled off. The
material formipg the rampart,
was thrown 1into the ditches
to fiil them 1in, and new
bulldings were constructed
above them again.
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HISTORY
CLASSRODN.

BENEATH THE

The south side of modern
Billericay 1s well known for
its Roman finds, particularly
cremation burifals, made over
recent years. This summer,
during June and July, the
County Council's Archaeology
Section and The Pillericay
Archaeclogical and Historical
Society carried out a Joint
excavation In an area where a
new classroom block i1s to be
buflt for Billericay School.
Not surprisingly, more
cremations {urned up, dating
either to the lLate Iron Age
or  Roman  periocd.  Human
cremated rewmains had been
placed in pottery vessels,
which were then burled In
small shallow pits. Two of
these burial urns were
virtually complete and  in
each case were accompanied
by an ancillary pot which
may originally have contalned
an offering (such as food or
drink}) for use in the after—
life. Examination of the
contents of these cremation
urns bas yilelded 3 Iron
brocches in addition to the
cremated bone fragments,

Other features found Included
3 FRoman wells and a network
of shallow boundary ditches,
which seem to delimit small
rectangular plots. The plots
may  perhaps have been
horticultural, but the silt
within the ditches and the

wells was In some cases full
of domestic debris, Including
much Roman tile. Some of this
was box-flue tile used 1n
Roman heating systems, and
point to a Romapised building

" nearby.

At the end of the 1887
excavation, the opportunity
was taken to re-expose part
of the base of a Roman
pottery kiln originally found
in 1977, and now beneath the
school playing fleld. The
beavily baked clay floor of
the kiln  provides  ideal
material for the technique
known as  archaeomagnetic
dating. Tony Clarke, formerly
of . the Anclent Monuments
Laboratory, and now providing
a freelance archaeomagnetic
dating service, visited the
site at the end of July to
take samples. These should
provide a fairly tight date
for the kiln, which will thus
become one of the few well-
dated Romano-British pottery
kilns in HEssex.

Owen Bedwin

FRFEREEFEFFAFFFFRFRRERTLETLEF

FATTERNED DAUE.

During an archaeclogical
Investigation 1970/71 at
Billericay School «I@¢ 675
638> directed by the late
David Bumstead, a pit, or
well, filled with the debris
from a Komano British
structure destroyed by fire,



was partially excavated. The
debris Included fired daub
apnd burnt pottery. There were
six Samian bases with stamps
dated to the 2pd Century AD
amongst the pottery. Thke
fired daub ocomprised plain
and patterped fragments, the
latter forming about one
fifth of +the total amount
retained from the excavation,
None of the fragments had
the imprint of a camplete
pattern, However, the
squared ends, visible in some
Instdances, showed that
designs were repeated at
intervals.

There are two basic patterns:
diamond and wavy lIine shapes.
On some of the daub
fragments a sandy ‘mortar’
coating survived. This was
noted on plain as well as
patterned pleces and suggests
that only parts of a wall
were Imprinted for keying in

purposes.

As patterned daub was known
to have been recovered from

other sites (Mucking,
Wickford, &St. Albans and
¥Yroxeter) Margaret Jones

Initiated thke idea, many
years ago, that a study to
determine a distribution for
the dies wutilized would be
vseful, It was for this
purpose that rubblpgs of the
fragments of the patterned
daub from Billericay were
taken by Betty Watts, a
member of our Soclety. There

is
is still a2 npeed fbr such a
study and Miles Russell, a
student at the Institute of
Archaeology 1ntends to take

this on as a subject for his
dissertation. His address is;

40 Dale Crescent, Fatcham,
Brighton, BN1 8NO. He would
be glad to hear from anyone
who 1Is aware of patterned
daub from other sites.

Note 1. Dates for the stamps
were provided by Dr. Warwick
Rodwell from the catalogue of
Samian finds prepared by
Norma Davis.

Note 2. The brief Information
given on the patterned daub
from Billericay has  been
extracted from potes prepared
by Betiy Watts.

Sam Weller.
Billericay Archaeoclogical &
fiistorical Soclety.

FHEEFREREFFFERFREERFEEEEEFEEE

BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL-
ARCHAEOLOGY UNIT

Over the past three years the
vnit has undertaken several
excavations 1In Braintree and
the surrounding area f(as part
of a Community Prggramme
financed by the Manpower
Services Commission}:

College House (1983-87) -
work fipnished on the site
early this year after four
years of Intermittent
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excavation. The site producsd

a large quantity of finds
(96,000 sherds of pottery,
60,000 pleces of animal bone
etc. 2, ranging 1p date from
the early frirst to the late
fourth century A.D, Structural
remains were rather
enigmatic. The most Important
being a first century
enclosure ditch (possibly a
late Iron Age leature allowed
io silt up in the early years
of Roman occupation). Two
Roman wells were @ fully
excavated giving a stratified
sequence through the third
and fourth centurles (in
each case the timber lining
was recoverad from water—
logged daposits six metres
below the surface. A wooden
bucket was found complete
with rope). A full report of
this complex site is
currentlly belng prepared by
Mr.J.C.Bakewell.

George Yard {10851 -
excavation behind the
Fational Vestminster  Bank

demonstrated two phases of
Roman occupation. During tha
late second/early third
century a rectangular post
built structure replaced an
earlier prgperty  boundary,

The Roman occupatiorn of the
area 1is nmuch less intense

than that on College House. 4

fifteenth «century cess pit
was excavated, probably
conpected with a building

fronting onto Bank Street.

Sandpit Road [1964] - =&
third/fourth century boundary
ditch was excavated iIn the
S.W. corner of the municipal
car park. Report published,
X.D.Smoothy 1986 (B.D.C. Arch.
Unit).

Sandpit Rpad [1886-871 -
excavation is continuing
prior to redevelopment.

Despite widespread ninateenth
century disturbance several
Foman pits have survived and
a late  Roman well is
currently under investigation.
A combined report for George
Yard/Sandpit Road will follow

completicn of the present
excavations.

Raypne By-pass [1987] - we
have recently completed
excavation of a Flavian-
Antonine rural settlement

west of KRaynme village, The
site  produced a large
quantity of building material
(Including  roller stamped
tile), which may iadicate the
presence of a villa In the
vicinity. Further work 1is
planned. [Excavated Iin co-
cperation with the county
archaeclogical sectionl.

In the ten years since Drury

published bis paper
"Braintree: BEBxcavations and
Research, 1871-1076 (Essex
Arch. and Hist. vol.8), at
- least 14 @excavations have
taken place 1in  Braintree

(variously



by B.D.C,, Bssex County
Council and the Brain Valley
Archaenlogical Soclety’, 4
full synthesis cf the
evidence awaits completion of
the present excavations,
however a few tentative
conclusions may be drawn,

Whatever the status of the
“oppida® south of Coggeshall
Foad the Roman settlement
was certainly preceded by
late Iron Age occupation (the
enclosure ditch and ‘"ritual®
pits at  College  House}.
Although early Roman material
is present, there 1is no
evidence for an early
military phase. Settlement
is conceptrated along Rayne
Road and London Road, howsver
the main focus of activity
appears ito lie west of London
Road some 350m S.¥. of
Drury's proposed road
Junction (the occupation In
the Rayne Road area is much
less iIntense In character).
The ‘*town' was undefended
throughout the Roman perfod
despite continued occupation
upto <(and possibly beyond?,
the end of the  fourth
caentury. The sub-Koman
history of the settlement is
completely obscure.

Future work 1In the area
should concentrate on placing
the settlement 1in Its local
and regional context
{continved
excavation determined sclely
by modern development is of

pilecemeal
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very limited wvalue). For
example the large faunal
sample from College House is
providing a picture of the
agricultural development of
the area which may be linked
in with Ioformation from
surrounding rural sites such
as that recently excavated at
Rayne.. It 1s hoped that
similar studies will elucidate
cther aspects of the Roman
coccupation.

N.D.Smoothy.
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HISTORIC BARNS BOUGHT FOR
THE PUBLIC

Two 13th Ceptury Grade 1
listed buildings - the Barley
Barn and the Wheat Barn -
are among a group of historic

buildings at Cressing Temple

near Witham which are being
brought into public ownership
by Essex County Council with
the help of substantial
grants from the Natiopal
Heritage Memorial Fund and
from English Heritage.

Chairman of the Co-ardinating
and Fipance Committes, Mr
Faul Vhite sald that Cressing
Temple bad been on the
market for while and the
County Council has stepped In
to ‘ensure the future of the
barns’.

Cressing 1s omne of  the
earliest settlements of the
Order of Knights Templar in
Epgland. The first record Is
coptained In a charter af
donation of 1137 1in which
Natiilda, wife of King Stephen,
granted the Manor of Cressing
to the Knights. The manor
passed to the Hosplitallers in
1313 omn the dissolution of
the Templars and 1in 1515 it
was leased ioc private owners
to whom Henry V111 granted
the manor In 1541,

The Barley Barn bhas been
identified as the earllest
bullding on the moated site
because of 1ts notched lap

Jjoints and by carbon dating.
the Wheat Barn i1s a l1fttle
later, around 1255, also
confirmed by carbon dating.

Architectural historians have
accepted that these barns
together with the nearby
Grange Barn at Coggeshall are
the largest early ‘timber
framed buildings in Europe
and are of unequalled
pational and  International
importance, and In Great
Britain are only pre-dated by
the log-walled «church of
Greenstead-juxta-(ngar  also
in Essex.

Also on the site, which 1s a
scheduled ancient monument
and of archaeological
importance, is the Court Hall,
cart lodge, farmhouse and
walled gardens.

Xr VWhite sald that there
would be discussions with the
Fational Trust and others to
ensure that the barns are
preserved and lopoked after
for future generations for
the benefit of the public.

The barns are not open to the
public as yet. The BCC are to
establish a working group to
examine the  future of the
making 1t available to the
public once the necessary
repairs have Dbeen carried
out.



VICTORIA COUNTY HISTORY OF
BSSEX - BIBLIOGRAFHY
SUPFLEMERT

The Essex Bibliography, which
was published iIn 1959 as a
V.C.H. volume, drew upcn three
centuries  of historical
writing, contailned about
13,000 items, and kas beconme
a valuable companion for
everyone working on FBssex
history.

For some years a Supplement
to the Biblipgraphy bas been
under preparation, and this
is now 1In final proof. The
Biblicgraphy Supplement,
which concentrates on the
past thirty years, contains
about 10,000 items., Mapy of
these are from new
periodicals published by
local socletles, for example
Essex Recusant and __Romford
FRecard. Town and country
planning,which scarcely
figured in the earlier volume,
is well represented in the
Skupplement. Fart I includes
a section op the Third London
Airport, and part IlI, under
KNewhan, one  on Dockland
Redevelopment. Other Iitems
reflect the local government
changes of 1865 and 1974, the
creation of Essex University,
the building of new roads and
motorways,the excavatlons at
Mucking, and growing interest
in vernacular architecture,
industrial archaeclogy,
unemployment and welfare, and
maritime history..

LETTER TG THE EDITOR
WESTERN FRONT ASSOCIATION

Dear Editor,

The FEssex Branch, and no
doubt other branches, of the
the Western Front Association
is anxious to contact
veterans of World ¥ar 1 and
anyone who is Interested 1In
the subjfect. The Association
is fnterpational, and was
Inaugurated on 11th November
1880, and although the motto
Iis '‘Remenbering’, 1t is
neither a re-egnactment
soclety nor Is It political.

We hava had veterans
speaking about their perscnal
reminiscences of the Western
front. FRecent speakers bave
been  Joseph  Murray,  the
author, who spoke of his
experiences at Gallipoli, Juov
Cave, author of ‘Vhat
happened to Corporal Pitman’,
spoke of the Newfoundlanders,
and one of our own branch
members talked about the air
raids on Southend in 1817.

Essex Branch nmeetings take
place at 16 Nelson Street,
Southend-on-Sea on the 3rd
Friday in the month.

Yours fafthfully
Mrs ¥.E. Cannan, Bssex Branch
Secretary.

Mrs M.BE. Cannan
33 Sandown Avenus,
¥estcliff-on-Sea, SS0YA
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icome the following new members

PERSONAL MEMBERSHIP - Subscriptions due on January lst each year.

Single member - £7-50 Student membership - £4-00. Please use
Two members at _ £10-00 the special membership form obtainable
one address from the Membership Secretary.

NAMES AND ADDRESSES

Membership Secretary Librarian

Hr R W C Coleman Mr A B Phillips
23 Somerville Gardens 19 Victoria Road
Leigh-on-Sea : Colchester

Essex SS9 10D C03 3NT
Southend-on-5ea 77368 Colchester 46775

For information about meetings — please contact the organiser named
in the Newsletter or contact Andrew Phillips, 18 Victoria Read,
Colchester CO3 3NT , or the Administrative Secretary.

Enquiries about delayed or missing publications and about the

supply of recent back numbers are dealt with by the Administrative

Secretary Mrs J E Sellers, | Chignall Road, Chelmsford CM1 2JA
Chelmsford 355260
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